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and bury his fwurd in it's body, altho' he weH 
foreraw that he m d  be cruihcd to picces by 
it's fill. Every body knows they do not lie 
down to llecp (*). 

I Their ordinary food ic graCs or corn, bat they 
I 

I are very fond of iwcets, fuch as barley fugar (h), 
and this they give them to tome them. They 
make thofe whom they ddign for war, drink 
the wine of  the country (n), that is SO fay, 
beer. But others wbo ore weaker, md only 
ufed for labour (Q), drink nothing but water, 
which they love be& when it is muddy. They 
are Cubjee to. different difttmpers of which the 
Indians know the remedies, and this makes that 
animal live two or three hundred years (p). Apal- 
lonius Tyanew, or Damis (q ) ,  related that they 
had feen in the city of Taxila, the ele hant of the 
famous Porus with two circles of go f d round his 
tuiks, in which it wtu written in Greek chara&ers, 
that Alexander in efieem of him had conhated 
him to the fun. At. that time he muit have been 
above four hundred years old. But their too gieat 
love for the marvellous renders this fuCpe&ed. 

The rhinoceros, called by the modern In- 
dians ~ b &  (r), comes verf near this animal in 
bulk and figure. This creature is found in the 
iff and of Java, and is common enough in the 

( *) Thq f i  tbir hn pew k d e  k hc no pinu in hb legs. 
upon l h ~  tbc bu ti! e of wlgu amrs, p. 24 i , ct ~ e q .  

(m)  Plio 1. viii. c. 7. 
( v )  E1ia.n. 1. xiii. c. 8. 
( 0 )  Plin. 1. viii. c. I. 
( p )  Plin. c. r o. &!in. 1. io. C. 3 f . Strpb. 1. xp.. p. 705. 
(9) Apad Philoft. 1, ii. c. 2 r . 
( r )  Mandelllo's voyngc tq the Indin, 1. ii. p, 376. . . . 
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ki~~gdoms of Bengal and Patana. T h e  ancients 
have frequently mentioned it, but without giving 
an exa& defcription of it. Holy fcr5pture ub 
it as an example of the ftrength of God himfclf 
(s,. H%@ prmgtb i s  like th t  aJ tbt ~'&~oc&os* 
Plioy ( t )  contents himielf with raying, that. he 
has a horn upon his nofe, as his name bears; that 
he harpens it upon a ffone before he engages 
with the elephant, for whom he has a natural 
antipathy ; that  he is very near of the Came big- 
neCs ; but that he has fhorter legs, and that his 
k i n  is of the colour of the box-tree. Rfian, 
who has entered into fo minute a detail on other 
animals very common, has not thought it ne- 
ceEary to defcribe the rhinoceros, becaufe' '"all 
the world had feen it at Rome in the f h e ~  
which the emperors exhibited for the arnufe- 
rncnt of the pebp~e. Strabo fays ( a )  that he had 
feen this creature at Alexandria, and is a6 fupef- 
ficiaI in his defcription as Pliny, though he dinj 
Artemidorus. Dio Caffius ( x )  only tells us, that 
they had never appeared at Rome befare ~ h e  
triumph of AuguRus. 

I 

We mufi then have recoude to the moderns 
f@r a knowledge of this extraordinary aniinal; 
Bontius ( y) and fither Le Compte (2) whohad 
examined it feveral times, fpeak of it pretty 
much in the fame manner. Here follow the 

t f )  Numb. c. xxiii. v. 22. 
i t )  HiR. nat. 1. viii. c to. 
(r) L. xvi. p. 774. 
( x )  Hiil I .  li. p. 460. 
CF) Medicam. lndor. 1. xvi. 
(4 )  Memoirs of China. 
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the EAS'S;IND.IE'S. . i f  
words of the mifliary.  T,he rhinaceros is one 
of the moR extraordinary anjfials .in the wodd. 
He is Comewhat, it appean to ..me, like the 
wild-boar, if it. was not that he is much larger, 
that his feet are thicker and his body more un- 
wieldy. His k i n  is all over covered with large 
lad thick icales of a blackiih colour, andb an 
uncommon hardners. They are divided into 
hmall fqquares or buttons, raifed about a line 
above the k in ,  and nearly like thofe of the 
crocodile. His legs appear. to be fet in boots, 
and his head wra t up behind in a fmooth ca- 
P uchin : which ! as given occaiion to the Porh 
tuguefe to call him the In& Monk. His 
head is large, his mouth little, and his fnout 
drawn to a great length, and armed with a long 
thick horn, thich makes him terrible to the 
tigers, the buffaloes, and the elephants. But that 
which appears mofi wonderful in this animal is 
his tongue, which nature has covered with fo 
rough a membrane that it is not at all1 different 
fiom a file, and flay.? every thing which he licks. 
As we have &rnals here who makeca grateful 
repait on thiitles, whofe i d d l  points agreeably 
flirnulate the fibreb or the nerves in their 
tonuue, fo the rhinoceros eats with pleacure 
ihebbranches df trees brifiled all over with the 
large& thorns. I have frequently given him of 
there whofe points - were verykugh and long, 
and it was wonderful to fee with what greedi- 
riels and dextarity' he immediate1 lick'd them X up, and chewed them in his mou without the 
kaf i  inconvenience. It is true it was Come- 

times 
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b s  a Enle bloody; but t&t even rendered &c 
t&e more agreed& and the& little wou& to 
appearance made no other impeffion on hit 
ton e than falt and p r make on ours. Tbe 
au tr or might have Gxthat this a n i d  
two kinds of wings of a lkin extremely ugly, 
which c m  his belly like a houhg, and in 
&ape refemble the wings of a bat. 

Though the reR of his body is in a manner 
wrapt up in armour, as may b feen in Rt@h 
(01, and thofc who attack him are expofed .to 
great danger, yet the Indians hunt him as thcy 
do other animals, becaufe he is of great uIb to 
them after his death. The Moon eat his fldh, 
however hard it mav be. His horn is not i& 
curious than ufehl. 'When it is cut through the 
middle ( b) ,  on each fidc is f e n  the figure of a 
man whofe out-lines are marked by little white 
ftroka, with thofe of different birds and other 
things, as in the Egyptian flints. The grtatdt 
part of the Indian kings drink out of cups madc 
of this horn, k a d e  it fweats at the approacb of 
any poifon whatfoever. The people of  Java 
likewife ( c )  fet a great vduc on this animal; be- 
caufe there is M part of' it but is found in foare 
degree ufeful in medicine. They make ufe of it's 
&fh, it's horn, blood, teeth, kin, and even it's a- 
crements. They are F a d e d  there cannot be 
a better antidote again all kinds of paifon ; and 
they attribute to it the fame qualities which- the 

(4) Rnyfch. T h a t .  a n i d .  t. 2. p. 66. tab. rxxviii. 
(b )  Herbelot. Bibliot. Orient. p. qjg. 
fc) Masidd. p. 377. 
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the EAST-INDIES. 79 
ancients did to the unicorn. Frquentfy they 
make bucklers of its k in  with it's fcales. 

The camel and the dromcda y perform to tbe 
Indians (d ) ,  and' the greatefi part of the e a R m  
nations, the fame fervices wKih we receive from 
hai ts  of burden, with thiedifference, that they 
will carry a thodind weight and above, and go 
fiftv leagues in a day without being fatlgacd ; 
but they are not fo fit to draw carriages. As it 
would be very difkult to load them in their na- 
tural fituation on account of the height of t ,  
legs, they are accufiomed betimes to lower them- 
[elves to render it the ealier. As Coon as they arc 
brought h&, they k n d  thc'~ four feet under 
their belly, and put a co~ming on their back, 
whore corncrs arc laded with Aones, that 
they m y  not riie up during. twenty days. 'Tis 
thus they form them to that. exttlcife until 
can lie down eafily with their burden. H e  who 
drives them fings and whiiE1es all the way as hegoes 
dong, and the more he devates hisvoice the Wkr 
is their pace. They pPrs four or five days witb & 
without being incommoded by t k Q ,  even inthe 
longefk journeys ; -this has made f h c  na- 
believe, that t h y  have a rdwoir in &ur+ i l~-  
mach. But the faliehood Qf this o p i h  hu 
been dicmwrcd, fir8 by diilkfkions.; and. 6- 
condly, bccaufe thue are of bbcm in Africa whish 
never drinl,. d h n r c  no dk rafrdhmsnt. but 
the green gr& which t h q  mt. The -1: is, 

(4 Mftot hiltift. *. lib. v. a r.  & f.9; Pbilok l ii. C. 6. 
Plin.1.vifi. c .18 .  P o w  1 . 6 .  n.6. Ruy!ch, t.ii .  p.67. 
Travclt of'hvcmia. 

naturally 
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Thibet, there i; a [mall province watered bythe 
Ganges, which has a prince of it's own, b u t ,  
vaiTcl of the great nlogul, and who 
ref ida  in the city of Canduana. That of sir; 
riper is not far d&ant from it. 

3 
UdeR, I'stn3, Jeiual and hlevat, have nothinv 

C 
remarkab!e hut the rnildneis of the climate, the 
excellence of their fruits, and the fertility of the 
csuntry.  

Bengal is very well known by it's name, which 
it gives to the greatefi gulph of A h ,  which fe- 
prates the two peninhlas of the Indies. Thij 
kingdom is near two h u n d r e d  and fifty leagu:i 
from eafi to wefi ; it is looked (g) upon as the 
moit fertile of all the Indies in Cigar, filk, fruits, 
ialt-petre, gum-lac, wax, civet, opium, pepper, 
2nd rice, with all mhich commodities it furnilbel 
the moR difiant provinces. This  country is cut 
thro' by numerous canals, which ferve to water 
it, and to kcilitate the traniporting of nlercantile 
wads ; their banks are covered with towns and 
t, 

villages extren~ely well peopled, and great fields 
of rice, fugar and wheat, much larger tha11 that 
of Europe, three or four kinds of pulie, munard, 
citrons, oranges, and a great quantity of fmall 
mulberry - trees for the nouriihlnent of filk- 
worms. It is chiefly in  this country that the 
rhinoceros and  muk are to be found. 

T h e  fincit csnes which are brought into Eu- 
;-ope, come from this kingdom. A fmall fort of 
cailej grows here, much more fupple than ofiers, 
~ r l t i c ! ~  the inhabitants work into veffels; 
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On this account are ought to prefer the 
fimple and ingenuous account of father Alexan- 
derAof ~ h o d e ;  a jefuit, and famous mifionary, 
who preached the eofpel with Cuccefs in ~ 6 -  
chin-dhina. This  Gnidorn (y),  according to 
hiin, was formerly a province of China, and it 
~ t s  feparated fro& it- two centuries ago by the 
rcvolt of a governor ient thither by the king of 
Tonquin, who caufed himfelf to be declared 
k i ! ~ ~ .  There is no country in the torrid zone 
wherein the four ieafons &e better difiineuifh- 
ed. Altho' the rivers are not confiderabli, yet 
they are the foul.ce of it's plenty. During ihc 
months of September, OAober, and November, 
they rife everv fifteen days, overflow all the 
fields for threehays, and ;eider them io fertile 
hy their flime, that they can Cow and reap twice 
a v .  The  foil produces rice, feveral forts of 
frhits and herbs, pepper, cinnamon, benjoin, 
c z ~ l e  and calemba wood. Gold, filver, filk, 
cotton, and porcelain, are likewife to be found 
here. ~ r n d n ~ f i  other rare aninlals are rhino- 
ceros's and elephants of an extraordinary fize 
a d  furprifing docility. T h e  fea abounds with 
cacellent fih. There are f xty good harbours, 
rvhich occafion the inhabitants to apply them- 
cclvcs much to trade and navigation. That of 
Faifo is one of the mofi confiderable. The city 
is inhabited by Chinefe and Japonde, who 
cC!rry on a free trade under the proteaion of 
the prince. It is defended by a fortreis, and 
lituated on a navigable river a little above it's 

(y) Travels, p. Co, k c .  
mouth. 
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to lofe, they fet a veceel full of oil of nuts ar 
[ciame, for they have no olives, on the fire, and 
by it's fide a fmall ax, but very fharp. He who 
iiies the party, lays his hand upon a itone, and 
they cut off the joint of a finger, which is im- 
mediately dipt in the boiling Gl in order to cau- 
terize the wound. This cruel operation cannot 
cure them of their bad habits of gaming, and 
iclmetimes they are fo obikinate, that they will 

: ::;)t give over till all their fingers are cut ofF. 
i Others take a match of cotton itcep'd in oil, 
I c-hich they burn upon their hands, without be- 

t ray ing  any fenfation of pain. But it is time to 
I p3i1 to the fecond or middlemoR clds of iflands. 

Under that name are comprehended thoh 
'vhich lie to the fouth of the peninfula beyond 
the Ganges; they are alfo called the gands of 
tP Ssndr., on account of the itrait of that name 

' which feparates Sumatra and Java. It will be 
~':l:iicicnt to infi(t on thofe two principal ones, 
[ p i h e r  with Borneo. 

The illand of Sumatra is long and narrow, 
ltrctclling in a firaight line from north-weit to 
(o~~th-eait. One half of it's length faces the 
peninfula of Malacca, from which it is divided 
l;y s channel in h m e  places no more than ten 
i-: twelve leagues over. Being cut almofi in two 
1 parts by the equvor, it firetches fix de- 
lrrccs to the north, and as many to the fouth. I *  

! t  is two hundred and fifty leagues long, fixty 
I\:-o.~d. and about five hundred in circumference. 
'1 air here is warm, but leis h than might be 

ci.cticJ. ullder tile line. This t emxra tu re  is a:- 
A 

C c  + tributed 
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tribnted to the cool breezes that blow from the 
.L=a, which ought to produce fenfible c&& 
account of the narrownefs of the ifland. It may 
be added (g) ,  that naturally [peaking the & 
ought not to be fo warm in countries under the 
line and thereabouts, as in thofe which lie to- 
wards the tropicks ; becaufe in the lait, the fun 
Rays longer B their zenith, and then the days 
are longer than the nights ; whereas in the fir& 
the days and nights are almoR always equal, the 
difference not being fenfible, and befides the 
fun quickly leaves thGir zenith. The rainy k f o n  
here commences with the month of June, and 
ends with OBober. If the rains ceafe for a lhon 
time, the lun fhines out with great warmth, 
and draws up exhalations which render the air 
very unhealthy for itrangers, and occafion very 
dangerous ddiempers. Theie vapours proceed 
chiefly from the lakes and marlhes, which are 
vew frequent in this ifland. 

 he Coil is fertile, and would bring forth in 
abundance all forts of grain if it was cultivated ; 
but they low- nothing but rice and millet The 
beit pepper in the Indies, except that of Co- 
chin, is to bc had here, as alio cinnamon, ginger, 
iugar, benjoin, white fandal wood, citrons, 
oranges, honey, wax, and cotton. Cocoa trees 
are as common here as willows in Holland. They 
hare mines of gold, illver, copper, tin, iron, 
lead, and fulphur. All are in great abundance, 
but thofe of copper and tin are mofi plentiful. 
In the high mountains which run thro' the 
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i l l ~ ~ l d ,  all forts of precious itones are to be found, 
with the value of which the inhabitants are lit- 
tle acquainted, and yet will not allowthem to be 
fought after. One of thele mountains throws 
out fire by intervals, like Vefuvius in the king- 
dom of Naples. The forefis of this. ifland are 
F eoplcd with animals of all kinds, elephants, 
rhinoceros's, tigers, lions, leopards, flags, wid 
boars, porcupines, wild horfes, civets, and a p .  

The favages who inhabit the inland parts 
throughout all it's length, pretend to be the {ole 
aborigenes and mafiers of the country. They 
entertain no commerce with Europeans, 
but  cat as many of them as they can catch. 
Their kings or chieftains art. perpetually at war 
with one another. He who dwells between 
Ticon and Manimcabo, almofi under the line, 
is the richefi of them all. He has in his pof- 

a 

fefion the belt part of the gold mines. His 
LbieBs carry it to the inhabitants of Manim- 
cnbb, who $ive them in exchange cotton ituffs, 
rice, and arms. The firk time that the Holland- 
ers anchored at this ifland in I 596 (b) ,  thofe 
who inhabited the coaits, and are not fo fierce 
as the reR, carried on board them cocoa nuts, 
Pepper, cloves, nutmegs, cananas, poultry, and 
oranges. Thefe rnerchandizes were exchanged 
for a few knives. It is true the Portugueze had 
infenfibly joined in commerce with them, which 
they had carried on for near a century. But the 
Dutch, who have made it a law to t h d d v e s  
to engois all the commerce, have feized on 

(hi Dutch voyages, t. i. p. 276. 
fcven 




