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Jider the vavens, for they neither fow nor reap, neither have
Fore houfe, nor harn ; and GOD feedeth them. How wuch
better are ye than the fowls. Luke, xii, 24,

Many have thought that the prophet Elijah was in
his retirement fed by this bird, Bat a writer in the
memoirs of literature, for April 1710, proves from ma-
ny authors, that there was in the country of Bethi-
chan, in Decapolis, by the brook Cherith or Carith,
a litlle town called Aorabi or Orbo: And he there-
fore explains the word ordim, which in 1 Kings, xvii,
4. we tranflate ravens, of the inhabitants of that vil-
lage, fome of whom, he- contends, daily carried bread
and fiefh to Elijah, who was retired to and laid ina
cave in the neighbourhood. And he fupports this
intcrpretation by the opinions of Chaldee, Arabic,
and Jewifh writers,

The élacknefs of the raven has long been proverbial,
it 1s alluded to in Cantic. v, 11,

Solomon, {peaking of the peculiar regard and ven-
sration due to the worthy perfons and falutary in.
ftruttions of parents, oblerves that an untimely fate
and the want of decent interment may be efpefted
from the contrary : And-that the leering eye which
throws wicked contempt on a good father, and info-
lent difdain on a tender mother, fhall be dug out of
the unburied expofed corpfe by the ravens of the val-
ley, and eaten up by-the young eagles. Prov. xxx. 17,

REED. A plant growing in fenny and watery
places : Very weak and {flender, and bending with

the leaft breath of wind,

REEM. The Hebrew name of the vhingeeros, but

by our tranflators rendered unicarn.
¢ It
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« [t is very remaikable, fays Mr, Bruce, that two
fuch animals as the elephant and rhinoceros fhould
have wholly elcaped the defcription of the facred
writers, Moles, and the childrenof Ifrael, were long
in the neighbourhood of the countries which produc-
duced them, both while in Egypt and.in Arabia,
The. clafling of the animals into clean and unclean,.
feems to have led the legiflator into a kind of neceffi-
ty of defcribing, in oneof the clafles, an animal which
made the food of the principal Pagan nations in the.
neighbourhood. Conlidering.the long, and intimate
connetion Solomon had with the. fouth coalt of the
Red Sea,. it. is next to impoflible that he was not ac-
quainted.with them, as hoth David his father,.and he,
made. plentiful ule of ivory, as they frequently men-
tion in- their writingsy which, along with gold, came
from the {ame part.. Solomon, befides, wrote exprefl-
ly- on zoology, and we can {carce {uppole was igno-
r};xit of twong the principal articlefif tivat pa%t of
the creation, inhabitants of the- great continent of A~
fia, eaflt from him, and.that of Africa on the fouth,
with both which territories he was in conftant correl-
pondence, . .

¢ There are two animals named frequently in ferip-
ture without paturalifts being agreed what they are,
The onc is.the behemoth; the. other the reem ; both
mentioned astypes of ftrength, courage, and independ-
encc on man ; and as fuch exempted from the ordi-
nary lot of. bealts, to be fubdued by him, or reduced
under his dominicn. Though this is.nct to be taken
in a literal {enle, for there is noranimal without the
fear or beyond the.reach of the power of man; we
are to underfiand it of - animals poflefled of ftrength

U2 and
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and fize fo fuperlative as that in thefe qualities other
beafts bear no proportion to them,

¢ The behemoth, then, I take to be the elephant;
his hiftory is well known, and my only bufinefs is
with the reem, which I {fuppofe to be the rhinoceros,
'The derivation of this word, both in the Hebrew and
Kthiopic, feems to be from eretnels, or ftanding
itraight, This is certainly no particular quality in
the animal itfelf, who is not more, nor even fo much,
eret as many other quadrupeds, for its knees are rath-
er crooked ; but it 1s from the circumftance and man-
ner in which his horn is placed. The horns of all
other animals are inclined to fome degree of parellel-
ifm with the nofe, or o5 frontis. The horn of the rhi-
noceros alone is eret and perpendicular to this bone,
ou which it ftands at right angles ; thereby poflefling
a greater purchale or power, as a lever, than any horn
could poflibly have in any other pofition.

¢« This fituation of the horn is very happily alluded
1o in the facred writings : My horn fhalt thow exalt like
the horn of a reem® @ And the horn here alluded to is
not wholly fgurative, but was really an ornament
worn by great men in the days of viftory; prefer-
ment, of rejoicing, when they were anointed with
new, {weet, or frefn oil ; a circumftance which Da.
vid joins with that of erefting the horn,+

«« Some authors, for what realon I know net, have
made the reem, or unicorn, to be of the deer or ante-
lopekind, that is of a genus, whofe very charalterisfear
and weaknefs, very oppofite to the qualities by which
the reem is delcribed in fcripture ; Befides, it 1s plain

the

* Plal, x<ii. 10,
4 Sezthisitufiraszd in Droce’s tray, vo 2, pi 220, 440,
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the reem is not of the clafs of clean quadrupeds;and a
late modern traveller, very whimfcally, takes him
for the leviathan, which certainly was a fifh. It is
impoflible to determine which is the fillieft opinion
of the two. Balaam, a prieft of Midian, and (0. in
the neighbourhood of the haunts of the rhinoceros,
and intimately connefted with Ethiopia, for they
themfelves were fhepherds of thatcountry,in a tranf-
port, from contemplating the ftrength of Ifracl whom
he was brought to curfe, fays, they had asit were-the
flrength of the reem*  Job makes frequent allufion to
his great ftrength, ferocity, and indocility.t He afks
o will the reem be willing to ferve thee, or abide by thy crib &
That is, ¢ will he wxlhngly come into thy ftable, and
eat at thy manger ? and again, s can/t thou bind the reem
with a band inthe furrow, and will he harrow the vallies af
ter thee 2 In other words, i canft thou make him to go
in the plow or harrows P

“ Ifaiah} who of all the prophets feems to have
known Egypt and Ethiopia the beft, when prophecy-
ing about the deftruétion of Idumea, fays, that the reem
fhall come down awith the fat cattle ; a proof that he knew
his habitation was in the neighbourhood. In the
fame manner as when foretelling the defolation of
Egypt, he mentions, as one manner of effeéting it, the
bringing down the fly from Ethiopia§ to meet the cat-
tle in the defart and among the buthes, and deftroy
them there, where that infeft did not ordinarily come
but on command], and where the cattle fled every
year to fave themfelves from that infeét,

“The rhinoceros in Geez is called arwe harifh, and

in the Ambharic auraris, both which names fignify the
large
* Numb, xxiits 22, Choxxxix, 9,104 [ 3xXivs 74
§ Ch, viiv 18, 19, I Exod. viily 224
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large wild beaft with thehorm,  This would feen ag
if applied to the fpecies that had but one horn, On
the other hand, in the country of the Shangalla, and
in Nubia adjoining, he is called girnamgirn, or horn
upon horn, and this would {eem to denote that he
had two. The Ethiopic text renders the word reem,
arwé hariff, and this the Septuagint tranflates monoce.
ros, or unicorn,

% 1f the Abyflinian rhinoceros had invariably two
horns, it feems to me improbable the Septuagint
would call him monoceros, efpecially as they muft
have.feen an animal of this kind expofed at Alexan.
dria in their time, then firl mentioned in hiftory, at
an exhibition given to Ptolemy Philadelphus at his
acceffion to the crown, before the death of his father,

¢ The principal realon for tranflating the word
reem, unicorn, and not rhinoceros, is from a prejudice
that he muft have but one horn. But this is by no
means {o well founded as to be admitted as the only
argument. for eftablifhing the exiftence of an animal
which ncver has appeared after the fearch of fo many
ages. Scripturc [peaks of the horns of the unicorn®,
{o that even from this circumftance the reem may be
the rhinoceros, as the Afiatic and part of the African
rhinocercs may be the unicorn.”t

RHINOCEROS. The animal'of which we have
laft (poken. In fize he is only exceeded by the ele:
phant; and in ftrength and power is inferiour to no
other crcature. He 15 at leaft twelve feet in length
from the extremity of the {nout to the infertion of
the tail ; {ix or feven feet-in height, and the circum-

ference’

¥ Daut. xxxiily 17. Plal, xxii, 21;
4 Bruce’s travs v, 54 p. 39,
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fsrence of the body is nearly equal to its length, He
is particularly diftinguithed fiom the elephant and
all other animals. by the remaikable and offenfive
weapon he carries upon his nofe, This is a very
hard horn, folid throughcut, direfted forward, and
has been feen four feet in length,

His body and limbs are covered with a thick black
fkin, which he cannot contralt. It is only folded in
large wrinkles on the neck, the fhoulders, and but-
tocks, to facilitate the motions of the head and legs :
The former is larger in proportion than the elephant,
the latter are maflive and terminated into large feet,
armed with three great toes, or claws, His eyes are
quite fmall, and he never opens them entirely. His
fight is dull : But he poflefles the fenfes of hearing
and {melling in high perfettion,

The upper jaw of the animal projefts above the
lower ; and the upper lip has a motion, and may be
lengthened fix or feven inches, This {eems to be his
only organ of feeling. It isequally calculated for
frength and dexterity. He can direft and double it
in turning it round a ftick, and by it feize the bodies
he wants to bring to his mouth,

Without being carnivorous, or even extremely
wild, the rhinoceros is neverthelels fierce, brutal, and
indocile, This fiercenefs indeed may be conquered,
and we fee with a moderate degree of attention, he
s brought to be quiet enough ; but it 15 one thing to
conquer ot tame his fiercenefs, and another to make
him capable of inftrution; and it {cems apparently
jllowed to be his cafe, that he has not capacity, He
‘mult ever be fubje@ to fits of fury which nothing
will calm, When angry, he leaps forward with im-

petuofity
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petuofity to a great height, which 1s done with pros
digious quicknels¥, notwithitanding his heavy ap.
pearance and corpulence Thele are circumftances
which did not efcape the notice of the facred writ.
ers.t They do not herd together, nor marchin
troops like the elephant ; they are more wild, more
folitary, and indocile. They never attack men un.
lefs provoked; but then they become furious and are
very formidable. They feed upon herbs, thiftles,
fhrubs, the young branches, and the bark of trees.—
They do not moleit the {mall animals, nor fear the
large ones; but livein peace with them all, even
with the tiger, who often accompanies without dat. .
ing to attack them. '

They are of the nature of the hog; blunt :md||
grunting, without fentiment and without difcretion:
Inclined to wallowing in the mire, fond of damp and |
marfhy places, and {eldom quitting the banks of riv.
ers.—Their flefh 2lfo much refembles pork,

Mr. Bruce has very particularly defcribed the two
horned rhinoceros of Abyilinia. His mouth he de-
fcribes as furnifhed with twenty eight teeth, The;
upper lip he allows to be remarkably large, Theg
fkin is always {mooth, excepting when flies and other |
troublefome infets have broken it, {fo as to produce%
puftles; a diftrels to which the animal is very liable,
The tongue of the young rhinoceros is {mooth ; but
2s he grows old it becomes very rough, The anterior
horn is round, and bends {lightly back at the point;
behind it appears the {fecond, which is flat and
ftraight ; and behind this have been obferved the
rudiments of a third.

The
* Alluded to in Pfal. xxix. 6.

$ Pal. xxih 13, 220 Job; xxXix. G
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The manners and economy of this fpecies differ
but little from thofe of the former, But the bicorn
hazs been more accurately obferved than the unicorn,
He refides almoft conftantly in deep forefts, He
never eats hay or grafs, Large fucculent plants,
prickly fhrubs, the branches, and even the trunks of
trees, are the articles of food which he prefers, The
firength of his jaws and teeth enables him to break
off and mafticate the thickeft branches of the hardeft

and tougheft trees. But the forefts of Abpfinia af-
ford trees of a fofter confiftency, and peculiarly fuc-

culent ; which he eats in preference to others, His
upper lip is his chief infirument in colleéting his food,
He extends and twifts it, {oasto perform with it
many of the funions which the elephant performs
with his probofcis. After ftripping a tree of its
branches, a rhinoceros often applies his horn to the
trunk, and {plitting it into fo many lathes, devours it
with as much eale and avidity, as an ox wculd eat
up a bunch of celery. In the forefts inhabited by
animals of this {pecies, there appear fometimes trees
divefled of their leaves and branches, {ometimes 2
trunk: divided into lathes, a part of which have been:
caten, and another part left for a future repaft, and
fometimes fhort ftumps, of which the leaves, branches,
and trunks have been devoured, The hornsof the
thinoceros fuffer greatly in the preparaticn of his
food; he often leaves a partof a horn either fixed
ina tree, which he has in vain attempted to tear, or
lying befide it on the ground, The {enfibility of the
rhinoceros in this part, muft render {uch an accident
25 the breaking of a horn, if not fatal, at lealt ex-
tremely painful and dangerous, Mr, Bruce relates,

that
* Travels, v, 93s
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that he faw a rhinoceros {o affefted, on having the
point of his foremoft horn broken off by a mulket
ball, as to appear, for an inftant, abfolutely incapable
of fenfe and motion,

However unwieldy his form, the rhinoceros- difs
plays aftonifhing fwiftnefs, He moves with a lox
of trot; quickening his pace by degrees, as he runs,
His fpeed is not equal to that of a {wift and vigorous
horfe; but, between fpeed and cunning, he {eidom
fuffers a hunter, mounted on horfe back, to overtake
him, The Hottentot and Caffrarian hunters are accuf.
tomed to fteal upon the rhinoceros when afleep, and
gore him with feveral deep wounds. After which,
they follow his footfteps, even for leveral days, till
he drops down of weaknels, or dies of his wounds,
But they commonly poifon their darts immediately
before the enterprize: And in this cafe, the animel
does not long {urvive,* As he moves through the
foreft, the fmaller trees are cruthed under his weight,
like fo many dry reeds. His eyes are {o {mall, and
his fight fo feeble, that he fees only a very fhort way
before him. The Abyfinians purlue him, two ona
horfe; and, as he feldom looks behinds him, com-
monly overtake him before he is aware, The one,
armed with a {word, then drops down ; and cutting
the hams- of the rhineceros, the vaft animal falls to
the ground, alike incapable of flight and of refiftance,
Although naturally peaceable, he is difpofed as well
as other animals, to defend himfelf when attacked.
His rage is impetuous, and generally ill direted ; he
injures himfelf as readily as an antagonift; he knocks
his head 2gainft a wall or manger ; firikes againft a

tree
# Sparrman, if,
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tree with as much fatisfation as againit the hunter
who attacks him,

It may be naturally.conceived, that fo Jarge an ani-
mal as the rhinoceros muft require a.confiderable
quantity of water to macerate his feod. The tratls
of country which he inhabits, are interfperfed with
marfhes, lakes and rivers, The diftritt of the Shan-
galla, the favourite abode of this {pecies, in Aiyffinia,
is, for fix months.in the year, deluged by conftant
rains, and overfpread with woods which prevent e-
vapgrat.ion. The rhinoceros, as well as moft other
{oecies, is peltered by flies. Being deltitute of hair,

ke is peculiarly expoled to the perfecution of thele
infefts, Nature has taught him, however, to roll oc-
cafionally in the mire, till he acquire a crult of (irt,
which may for a time at lealt, proteft him from their
{tings. But this dries, cracks, and falls off in pieces.
The flies then renew their attacks, and often pierce
his {lkin; {o that his body is at length covered over
with puitules, Itisin the night chiefly, that he rolls
in the mire ; and the hunters often fteal on him at
that period, while he is enjoying one of his favourite
pleafures, and ftab him with mortal wounds in tha
‘belly, before he is aware of their approach. By
wallowing in the mire, he often gathers reptiles and
mfefts upon his body; fuch as millepedes, fcolopen-
dre, worms and fnails,®

The rhindceros, though next in fize, yet in docility
and ingenuity, greatly inferiour to the elephani, has
never yet been tamed, fo asto affilt the labours.of
Mmankind, or to appear ia the ranks of war. The

Romans

# Rrued’s Travelst

W
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Romans introduced him on the amphitheatre, and op-
pofed him to the clephant: It is even pretended,
that he appeared no unequal match, The béar was
a centemptible antagonift to the rhinoceros. The flelh
of this animal, though by no means a delicate difh,
is, with the Shangatla, and a great part of the inhabit-
ants of lower Abyfinia, a principal article of food,
The foles of his fect, confilting of a griftly fubftance,
foft like the foles of a camel, are the moft delicate
part.  Thereft of the flefh is faid to tafte like poik;
but is much cearfer, and {mells of mufk, The negro
hunters of 4byfinia eat it-without falt, The hairs
about the tail are fo: thick and ftrong, that with ten
of them a whip may be made, which will draw blood
st every {troke. The fkin cut into thongs forms ex.
cellent whips, The horns are made into cups; which
have been fancied to alt as antidotes againitpoifons, In
Abyffnia, the handles of daggers are always made of
the horn of thé rhinoceros. The fecond hoin is
fcarce ever zpplied to any ufz, The {urface is fulcep-
title of a perfelt polith; and beautiful M boxes
might be térmed of this material, were it not (hat it
is a fubftante cafily fcratched, and extremely liable

to creck or {pﬁlmcr.

RICE. A plant very much refembling wheat in
its {haps and colour, and in the figure and difpofi-
tion of itsleaves; but it-has a thicker and ftronger
fralk. Its fecd is extremely ferinaceous- It thrives
only ia low, damp, and marfhy lands, when they are
even a little overflowed,

It bas been wondered why rice, which, as Dr, Ar-
outnnst osferves, is wthe {oed of twe thirds of man-

kind,”





