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Not very long ago the Lushaizs and their eomtry were as little
known to the general publiec as the Akas who formed the sabject of my
st leeture, and any mention of them would have elicited such remarks
as * Never heard of them; where do they live?” &e., for the last expedi-
tion neninst the Lushais in the cold weather of 1871-72 has heen alinost
forgotten wml since thew, till Iatterls, they have heen faivly quiet,  Last
year, however, as you know, the wurder of Lient. Stewwrt within one
own tervitory necessitated aopunitive expedition, and the naune * Lushai”
arain beenme fumiline as a heading to telegrams and newspaper letters,
and this winter again, operations on a lorge seale are to be eweried out,
in their hills both from Bengal and Burmae L say thedr hills beenuse [
believe that all the tribes, thoneh we know them by ditferent names,
such as Lushais, Ching, &e., are elosely allied and may be eonsidered
practieally as one vice. The northern eolnmn of the Lushai expedition
of 1871-72 reached a point, Lungvel, omly 30 miles west of Fort White,
wied we were visited by some represcutatives of a tribe known as Pois,
living to the south-east of Lunevel who were veally, T have no doubt,
what we now enll Chins: for when Toade an exenrsion to Indin in 1887
with Major Raikes, we there received a deputation of Tashon Chins,
whom Lat onee set down as Pois. The names siven toall the tribes on onr
novtheeast fromticor are somewhat arbiteary and are sellom recosnized hy
the tribes themselves, Garos, Nucas, Akus, &e., are all names given I.'\-
the dwellers in the plains to their neizhbonrs (and nsually  enemies) in
the hillsy and it is wenerally very ditlicult and often jmpossible to trace
the ovigin or meaning of these naomes. The term © Kuki” was formerly
applied generally to the dwellers in Lushai-land, but this term Mr. (now
Sir Joliny Eedgar tells us is of foreien orivin, and was siven to the hill
tribes by the Benealis, and he adds, “1 have never found a trace of any
common nane for the tribe amonz them, thoneh they seem to eonsidorp
diierent funilies as belongine to s single group, wlich is certainly co-
extensive with what we call the Kuki tribe” It will be impossible in
the limits of this paper to touch on all the different familics inhabitings
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these hills, Captain Lewin has very fully deseribed them in his paper
on the “ Chittagong Hill Tracts,” and for the purposes of this lecture,
and with reference to the military operations, it may perhaps be sufhi-
cient to consider the country as inhabited on the west by “the Lushais”
and on the east by the Chins,”  Mr. Buaker, a former authiority on our
north-cast frontier siuys that the werd © Lua” means “head” in the Kuoki
tongue, and that the Lushais may perhaps be the ruling or head elin
among all the other tribes.  Other authorities agree with this and say
that the Lushai family sapplics the other tribes with their elicfs who
ean only marry smong themselves,  Other devivations are “La" head,
and “ shai” to cut, “head entters” (Captiein Lewin adopts this derivation
and says that the generie name is * Deo ™) and “Lu™ head, or hair, and
#ghai,” long, “longhaived.”  However, these traits are not the peculiar
characteristics of this tribe but ave commeon to all the hillinen on our north-
eust frouticr. Mr. Baker also says the Lushais are divided into two elans,
Marshai the northern and Simshai the southeru; if this is so, “shai” here
would have neither of the two mennings above given. “Chins” is a
terin given to the eastern Lushai tribes by the Burmese; itis the same
as Khyens, but the pronunciation is wmore nearly that of the former
spelling. I was told when surveying the Chindwin river that it is so
enlled from the fact of its forming the eastern limit of Clin raids in
Burmese territory.

The Lushai-4hin country (sce necompanying map) may be said to lie
between the parvallels 927 to 9 £ of longitude and 22700 24° of Tutitude, being
a continuation sonthwards of the Mumipar aoad south Cachiar hills,— The
principal ranges of hills run weneradly due north and south, but between
these, smaller ranges are invaserabie. The hills in the north-west corner
of this area are low and spar=ely inhabited, but they rise graduadly to the
south and east till the watershed between Bengal and Burma is reaclied ;
bere some of the peaks attain an average clevation of over 7,500, one
or two touching 8,000,  Between these ranges flow in deep and narrow
valleys many fine stresams, the prineipal being the Muana, the Dallesur,
the Sonai, and the Bamk with its tributarvies, flowing to the worth
into Sylhet and Cuchar; the Kurnafoli snd the Koludyue or Kaladan (as
it is now spultj with their tributaries flowing into the Bay of Buu;_::ll: and
the Manipur river, or Myittha, with its tribmtaries, flowing into the
Chindwin, A deseription of the route tuken by the eolunm of 1871-72
will, T imagine, give a fair idea of the character of the rest of the country.

The country about Cachar is flat and open, but with the exeeption
of the road to Manipur, the communications are not good, and in some
places are meve tracks through the “bhils ™ or swaps, which abound
at the foot of the hills and between the low ranges mosouth Cachar,
The scenery all up the Barak is execedingly beautiful, lofty wooded hills
coming down to the water's elue, receding here and there so as to aflond
glimpsesol morvedistmt vanges, while buze roeksand saudy strips diversify
the character of the banks.  The viver winds about very much, the reaches
preseuting a series of pictures, the clements of which, wooded Lills, rocks
and water, thoush ever the sne, are cowantly varving in arrngement;
and in variztion of light and shade ewch dufers from the other in sowe
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points of detail, but sl are equally beantiful.  Allizators bask in the
gun heve mul there on the rocks, sliding off lazily into the deep pools
beneath, when a boat approaching too near arouses them from their
slumbers,

The character of the eonntry between Mainadhar and Tipai Mukh
is the same on both banks, high and narrow spurs separated by deep
and dark ravines thicldy elothed with eane and bamboo juncele and tall
forest trees, from which huge ercepers hang in gracefui fistoons, while
between these, tanglid shenbs and thorns and long rope-like roots oceupy
overy inch of gronml. Elephant tracks or obseure paths nsed 1!_\' wood-
eutters ave met with in many parts of these jungles, and it was by
means of these that military roads were projected. Tipai Mukh (% Mouth
of the Tipai,” ) where the Tipai joins the bBarnk, supposed to be on the
boundary between Lushiai and Manipne was adinirably suited for the

anp and depdt formed there in 1871-72; a Lage open picee of sand and
ghingle on each side of the Tipai at its junetion with the Barak atfording
ample space fov all requirements,  This open space 18 no doubt part of
the hed of the river, bat in the eold season it is perfectly dry.  The dis-
wlvantage of the situation is that it is low and  imwediately surronnded
by hills rising to a height of 1,000 to 1,200 feot above the river, and
every evening as the sun sank behind the western vanges fou and mist
slowly settled down wpon the eamp, rvemaining till late each morning,
The Noonjaibong range, on eanch side of which flows the Barak, ends
Leve in o very nirrow ridee, whose steep sides ave alimost entirely cover-
ed with bamboas; and the banks both of the Baruk and the Tipai are
very rocky.  The road from Tipai Mukh gradually aseends a spur of the
Senvong hill, and on the way only a few glimpses of the Lushai hills
are obtained at intervals; from a survey station, however, on the sun-
mit, o most extended view presents itself, which I shall endeavour to
deseribe us it appearad to us one afternoon in Jannary 1372, Looking
n little south of east, the ficst range is the spur ending abruptly in the
hill of Pubarchane with every shade of * verdurve elud;™ bevond this
are the hich peaks of the northern part of the Kholel range and the
gpurs of Burpinglong, in which the dark green foliaze is broken and
relievad in many places by the sandstone and red elay of which these
hills ave formed.  In the distanes is faintly seen the northern peak  of
the lofty Lungleng; south of these and abave Paburchang the hill
of Chepui appears brown and grey from the numerons jums® which
cover its fuee and the long level spur, on which stood the village of Chepni,
which had from this standpoint the appearanceof being strongly stockaded ;
an appearanee, however, which is deeeptive, and on a nearer appronch it
is found to be due to the small fences with whieh nearly every house is
surrownded.  Beyond Chepui binfl” Sueklang stands boldly ont agminst
the skv, and extending  south  from Surikbang, Moothelen,  and
Lensteng, arve lost to sight behind the liicher portions of the Kholel
runge, on which is visible the site of Vonpilal's great vidiaws, where still
stands his towh, a black speck on a long bure yellow ridge, fornung o
Jaudmark for miles areund.

® Juns = ticlds,
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The slopes of this range are much ent up hy narrow spurs running
dawn on either side to the Tipai.  Looking down the valley of the Tipai
the scene is closed by a lofty remarkably-shaped hiily sloping gently east-
wards, but terminating abraptly and precipitonsly on the west: this is
known as Momvung. The sonthern hills are hidden by the near rnge of
Vanbong, a long level mass, with broad spurs, from which much of the
forest has  been eleared for the villages and jions  of the people,
who, on Vonpilal's death, removed thither from Kholel; but to
the sonth-west and west Cheltil, Peak L, Noongvad, and Rengztipahar,
streteh fur away, range npon range, il lost in the golden haze of the
afternoon sky.  Just beneath the station on Senvong the road turns
down a steep spar ad soon finds itself once more in the depths of the
lofty bamboo jungle which clothes the hanks of the Tuibum.  Between
Tipai Mukh and the ‘Taibum, near the sites of old  viilnges, many
fragrant lhnes ad walnut and einnamon trees were discavered,

The camp on the Tuibnm was in a low unhealthy sitnation, bat
the searcity of water on the bicher ground prevented the establishiment of a
Jarge ewnp and depor for stores anywhere but on the banks of this stream,
The voad between Toibimm and No. 8 camp erossed Paburcliang and
descended to the Tuitu: the banks of this hittle viver are eovered with
bamboo, and n very tall, graceful, feathery veed. I may here mention
that bamboos flonrish in the neighbourhood of every stream il we eross
the Moothelen range, after which the general levels nre mneh higher and
the bamboo is seldom met with, The puth from the Tuitu ascended
steeply  throngh old juwms, in which  wild  holiotrope,  coxeomb,
sl other flowering weeds flonrished in great Juxuriance,  Hetween
Kholel and Chepui, the Tipai is still & big stream, flowing rapidly over,
and hetween, innnense rocky houlders; the path thenee to the village of
Chepui ascends thronzh anl.m.‘jimm, and then becomes very voeky “and
ditlienlt, precipitous masses of rock overloneing ity small streams and
miniatnre waterlfidls orenving many times during the ascent,

The Chepui hill eonsists of three high pesks in a cluster, the
northern glopes descending precipitonsiv to the Tipai; one spar i sent,
ont to the north, on which is built the village of Tingridam ; to the sonth-
weost and south, long level spurs exrend; the longest ruus doe south for
nbout 10 miles, where it joins the Lengteng range,  From Chepni
we rot a very fine near view of Surklang, Lengteny, Moothelen, and also of
the Lungtul and Lungleng ranges.  All these present foaturees strikingly
ditlevent from the western hills, being much more rocky and less covered
with forest, long grass taking its place.  Lungtul, which is perfeetly
gquare topped for some distance, presents the appenranee of an almost
!Iul"lfllllil'ill:ll‘ Ittressed wall, the buttresses being represented by a few
gharp steep spurs; trees appear only near the suwmit, and the rocks peep
out throngh the grass in a series of vegular horizontal strata,  In Lung-
leng, large and wooded spues alternate with the steeper fuces; in the
Intter the hiovizontal strata of rock ave sgain visible: in Surklang, how-
ever, these strata are more or less inclined, often lyving nearly parallel
to the geneval slope of the spuis and ridges.
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This eurions hill, or rather mass of large hills, the highest peak of
which is nearly 7,000 feet, tossed abont in wild eonfusion, would appese
to have been thrown up duving some  great convulsion of nature.  On
the south-castern spur of Surklang is the village of Taikum, which was
destraved on the 20uh Jannary 1871 From this village and the approach
to it an extensive view over the eastern hills was obtained, some Ligh
monntaing, towering far off on the horizon appearing to belong to
Burma.  On the nearee and lower ranges wers many  villazes: those
dependent on Poiboi, some of which, Mr. Ldgar tells us, went over te
Manipur,  South of Kungnung our way lay along the western grassy
slopes of Moothelen, erossing two or three very rocky streams, and going
over the savddle which conneets it with Lengteng, deseended to the Taignan,
a very pleasant little steeawm, with a gravelly bed, ranning throngh a flat
picee of gronnd, with an clevation of 2,000 feet, aud covered with very
fine forest trees.

The connrry for the rest of the route was much more open, the soil
was less fertile than herctofore, and on the grassy slopes the bracken
abonded, The road between Tuignan and Scllam led up the side of
the Lenzteng hill and over a very high voeky precipics, down which a
little stream dashed with foree; a little further on, deseending into the
valley of the Tuiva to the right of the path, a magnificent fuce of weather-
heaten roek was visible, extending for about 100 yards, with a height of
about 400 feet; on the other side of the Tuiva we enme upon a large flag
grassy pateh of land of a similar eharacter to many which we afterwards
passed through or saw, but which we had not hitherto met with,

The group of villages known as Scllam or Chelan, as some of
the natives pronounced ity is built on the southern slopes of a range  of
high peaks, which, rising some 300 feet above the villages, protect
them from the northerly winds,  The bleak sides of these Litls nre cover-
ed with the stubble of old juwms, blickened stnraps still standing and
huge trunks of trees lying about in all divections. The view looking
sonth and east on a fine day, is magniticent; an endless sea of peaks
stretehing away as far as the eye can reach, lighted up by a thousand
soft and delieate tints 3 and vearly due south, distant some 14 miles as
tive crow flies, Dilklang and Murkling towering above their fellows, like
too ginnt warders, gnard the entrance to Lulboora’s country.  Between
these and Chelam lie many deep valleys and many high ranges, the sides
of which are ent np by numberless ,{_,]umny HOrges and dark ravines.
Very drear and threatening does this country look on a stormy day, and
very colid was our canp at night and in the early morning often we
went out to find the ground about as white with hoar frost; but daving
the day wsnally the sun cune out warm and bright, tempering the
sharpness of the cast wind.

Beyond this point we found ourselves in the land of pines, rhodo-
dendrous and oaks. The mareh from Chelam took ns througsh ‘.lhlmmg
a pretty Hitle village perched on the very edge of an immense precipiee,
and thenee ilnmwh the grassy valley “of the Dimkai up through t,]..,
villave of Tn! vlmn-'. ad so over a spur of Dilklang down to the tnl!. v
of the Tuitao, heve a tolerably wide stream Howing llnun--h a flat alluy iy
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valley ; the path erossed and recrossed this stream several times for about
5 miles when it commenced to elimb the high hill of Murklang, erossing
it nearly at its highest point at an elevation of 6.860 feet.  The eastern
face is very steep and precipitons thronghout; the path by Enjow's vill-
age runs along the edge of a rvocky precipice, clothed here aud  there
with trees and grass, with a sheer descent of some thonsand feer.  Be-
neath nestles asmall villagze, and bevond is a broad and smiling valley,
through which, fur below, like a silver thread, the Tao winds its way.
The beauty of the seene was heightened by the rhododendrons, which
clothed the hill on each side of our path, and which were in theiv
full glory of rich erimson blussoms, and by the tall pines which shed
theirsweet frasranee on our path as we dese ended the valley of Chumfai.

This is the largest valley we saw, and is ahout 5 miles in length,
and has an average width of about a mile; it has an elevation of 5 000
fuet, and the Lills immediately mn'rnuuduw it vise to a height of almut
l.‘]i‘l) feet nbove it,  This \'.Lllc'\' seems once to have been a lake, and
the process by whiel it has filled up seems to be deseribed in the follow-
ing words by Captain Pemberton in 1833, asthat going on in the case of
the Logtak lnke in Manipur.  #The bed has begun very pereeptibly to fill
up from the deposits of silt from the surronnding heights, which ave
eontinually earried into it; and, if this provress continues, a few years
will sutlice to oblitemate the Inke.”  Major MeCulloch savs: “since
1835 the Iake has very visibly filled ap. There rans in the lakear Ao
of low hills, the portiohs of which not covered with water form islunds,”
This was written many years ago and the process is still going on. These
words mizht have been written of the Chamfai valley which is still
swampy in places, and the snrfiee of which is dotted over with low hills
covered with leafy trees, now apparently isolated, bat which evidently
at one time were the peaks of a low range similar to that existing in the
Logtak lake, A small stream meanders throuch  the Clhiwnfai valley,

From Chonehim, and the heights west and sonth of the valley a
gored view is obtained of the sareonnding country, that to the sonth and
west is very ditfficalt to make ont, being bhroken and confased, and not
presenting the parallel appesrance of the northern ranges; the various
peaks of the latter ave also very diffieult of recognition from these
points of view,

The word “tui " will have been observed to oceur frequently in the
names of rvivers,  This word means “water” generally.  Mr, Edgar
tells ns that 7d to means the ©sitting water,” in reference to the
comparativelv Jovel conrvse of that stream, [ was unable to find out the
meaning of the names of other rivers or streams.

At the foot of the hills and Law down in the ravines we find
nsnally plenty of water. hut an the hicher ranges near the tops of the
ridl g0 the w; |t(‘l‘ |1 ]\’ 15 very s il even in the nei "h]mluhmu] of
].u we villages, as the [shais do not mind going long distaneces to feteh

sand as they seldam bathe, they do not requive very much,  In enden-
\‘rmrin;: to mprove the watee snpply in the neighbonrhood of our camps
by dicging wells, &e, [ was much struck hy finding near the villages
two streams of water, oue tolerably clear and bright, with small pools
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formed hove and there, the other nearly stagnant, moving slowly throngh
a mass of rank weeds and puteid soil; in one plwee this slnggish strean
Wiy .t:Ii;_rhl]}‘ stoelaeled on the side Gurthest from the village. T think
this arrangement may be pot of their sy<tom of saniration, uud acconunt
for the alsenee from theie villages and inoecdiate neighbourhood  of
those unpleasantuesses which are so conmmon in all the villiges T have
seen in the Hinalayos and elsewheve. 11 (his is so, the Lushais bave dis-
covered.the principle so strongly insisted on by advocates of the sewage
neinure system ar home, that sewage flonted on to any soil is speedily
deprived of uny unpleasant odour,

I have saiil that the country is less densely elad with jungle and
Bamboo serub as we go east, and from what T saw of the Chin hills from
the Chindwin and Inding Timngine that they are more open on the
Bigher slopes thea the conntry above deseribed,

The principal trins on the lower slopes are, lamboos, Tndia rabber,
encdless varietios of tha mountain a:h, the ilex and a tree known in
Asamin as the wegesur; qlso several species of onk teees, with fir and
rhodedendron on the higher vnges,  We wore there before the season
of lowers, but Dlackberries, stoawberios, violets, and several of the
cotnmon Enclizh wikl flwers had Iu‘-.;nll to show themselves, and in the
wools the searlet vhodadendvon, and o species of dalk (Buten) were in
Blossom,  The oaks were hane with strenmers of grey moss, and the
trunks and branches coverod witle sinall fernsund ovehidsy of which there
are o preat varicty,  Cinnwnou, wild ginger and other roots are to
Le fonnd. : ’

Some of the ereepors which swing from tree to tree all throngh
these forests contain good elear water, wbont half o pint of which ean be
obtained by entting ont, by two elean sharp euts, a picee two yards long,
Lut the water does not eome unless a picee of the creeper is cut right out,
the sir seeming to stop the flow if the plant is simply eat throngh.

The countrey is healthy and the elimate from December to the end of
Fetrwry delightlul on the hills; there way be a little rain and hoar
frost in Junnary,  In the valleys the niches and mornings ave chill from
the mists gettling down on them, making trees and herbage damp and
dripping, -

These mists as a vule form only in the Lottom of the valleys, and from
the Ticher ranges they look very bheautiful, Tike aosea of the softest wool,
stretching away for aniles, warking out eaclt spur and ravine on the
mountain siles ke welldelined sea shores. The peaks of the low
rances stand wp like Jittle wooded Ssbands, while currents of air below
dash the wist acainst gteep out-rmming spars ke mimic breakers against
some bold headlands,  The hills extend fir away, rising mnge upon
vange, purple nnd blne, till the sun rising above some huge blufl, lights
up the mountain sides with the wmost brilliant tints of orange and green,
and changes the cold blue of the elondy =ea Leneath into all the varied
and delicate tints of mother-of pearl, while over all hangs the clear lilage
and gold of the morning sky.

This elowd elfeet is not peealiar to the Lushai hills but may be
observed all over our north-cast fronticr, T frequently proves very usceful
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to surveyors ; for often in the gavish light of day with searce a shadow
even to throw any feature into relief, the ranges and spars et so mixed
up that it is didicolt to determine the eowrses of the vallevs or the
separation of the ridges, but the elowdy sea fullows each outline of the
spurs, and when the snrveyor sees what looks like a long avm of the sea
rinning buek into the hills there he may be sure lies a large valley.
By these mens [ have often solvad some topographical problem  from a
distant peak, which conld not otherwise have been settled except lly n
toilsome jonrney of a conple of days at least.

Capinin Lewin says that the Lushais when sleeping nnder trees at
night carefully noteh them with upward nicks with their daos,aud at dawn
notch the tree downwmds; by the upward unotching the dew which
fulls during the night is absorbed by the leaves and does not drip on to
the sleepers ; but it is necessiry to veverse these nicks in the morning
in order to appease the wood spirits,

The Lushais are great hunters ; “every thing” as Captain Badcley
says * that rans or flies is game with them, from an elephant to a field
rat, from a hornbill to a wagtail”  Game is plentiful juduing by the
numbers of heads we saw in front of the houses. We are told that the
animals found in these hills are, elephant, two-horned rhinoceros, tiger,
leopurd, sawmbar, hogleer, netna, bear, pig, and monkey. The last is the
huluk or howling monkey, blackfuced, grey whiskered, black bodied,
and tailless, with very long arms, and of great agility, They are easily
tamed if eanght young and ave exceedingly affvctionate and docile, In
the forests they ave very noisy, their ery beginning with a yelp and ending
with a series of jackal-like howls, Among the skulls of birds we saw
cranes and hornbills; jungle fowl, partridges, chir, and black and argus
pheasants are also met with. In the rivers arve maksir and a small
silurus called in the north-west “sol.” The Lushais use nets, and also
peison the water with the juice of a plant which kills the fish withont
spoiling it as food; they also build dams and fishing weirs. At Tipai
Mukh some officers were very successful with spoon bait, one of them,
Captain Cooksley, landing in one afternoon 5 fish weighing in all 82 Ibs;
the largest turning the scale at 211 s, Another day two oflicers lauded
between them 92 Ibs. weight of fish.

The Lushais with whom we became acquainted during onr journey-
ings belonged to three ditferent tribes, the Lushais, Paités or Seoktés,
and Pois.  The latter are rather taller and of a fuirer complexion than
the ordinary ran of hillmen, but the principal distinguishing characteristic
between the three tribes is the mode in which they dress their hair.

The Lushai parts his hair in the middle, and braiding it smoothly
on each side of the face, binds it in a knot on the nape of the neck,
secured by large copper or steel hair-pins ; the Sokté does not part it at
all, but wears it short and standing out like flames round the forehead,
which is gencrally rather high and round ; sometimes the haiv is twisted
into a little tail at the back.  The Pui parts his hair at the back of the
head from ear to ear, all above this line being drawn upwards and  for-
wirds, bound in a high double knot on the forehend and fastened by a
swall ivory or bone comb, generally ornnmented with some little design

»
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in red; but all the haiv below the parting is allowed to hang in
wavy curls over the back and shoulders (see Fig. 1),

. Some-ois onee, in camp, were watching a&ikh sepoy performing
his toilet, and seeing that previcus to putting o his fuvban, he bound
his long hair into a knot on the top of his head, tying ane end of the
tirban into it, they at once hailed him as a Poi m\gl a brother. Bearing
“inmind these distinetions the following |l|,-%r|pt|gn applies to all, pre-
mising that the only women we saw were Lushais;

Both the men and the women are well made, and very musenlar;
the avernce height of the former appeared to be abont five feet six
inches, aud of the women five feet fourinches,  The men ave all stardy
follows, thicksst as to the neck andi shoulders, body lizht and aetive,
arms and lewgs musenlar and well developed,  their arms generally long
in proportion to their bodies.

Their complexion comprises every shade of brown, and their fentures
vary considevably ; the genevality, however, possessing flae relroussé
noses with wide nostrils, thick hp-i, and small almond-shaped eyes.
Among the Lushais though and especinlly among those related to the
reigning fuuilics, some of whom woere oven handsoms, we wmet with a
mneh more refined type, the nose being thin and aquiline with small
nostrils, the lips thin and month small.  Tu all, however, the cheek
bones were high and prominent, the fuce broad and remarkable for an
almost entire absence of beard or moustache ; even a slight moustache
and small tuft of hair on the chin being the exception rather than
the rule.

The expression of many was bright and intelligent, and they shewed
a wonderful aptitude for quickly understanding anything new and won-
derful which they saw during their visits to our camp.  Not the least
astonishing proof of this was the shavpness they displayed in under-
standing at a glance the intention of a peucil sketeh, T showed a
sketeh to some Lushais one day, and it pleased them so much that one
went away and veturned with the skulls of a deer and o pig, and a live
hen, all of which he requested me to dreaw, which I did; and the lookers
on pointed ont, on the models, each part as it was delineated, even to
some discolorations on the skulls; avhich I indicated by a little shading.
Their general expression of wonder i3 ¢ Amukel oh”, which they repeat
to e‘lt‘h other over and over again, when au‘ﬂ:hlug more nstonishing
than usnal excites their interest. ' )

T'heir dress consists only of one large homespun sheet of cotton
cloth, passed round the, body under the right arm, which is thus left
free, the two ends. being thrown in opposite divections over the left
shoulder, where the_y are secured by a strap of tger or other skin,
supporting a bayg in wh.j\ is enrricd a knife, a duo, tobneeo, flint, stecl,
and other lltlll- necessaries,  The articles contaimed in this bag are
proteeted from the rin by a Kind of shield, Made of tiger, bear, or g‘o.ub
skin; the latter, with the long hair pendiug. strongly resembling &
Highland sporran. This shield is fastened at each end of the strnp,
and can be easily removed at will (see Fig. 2). -
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