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A black rhinoceros bull surveys its new home in Augrabies Falls National Park. The species has been extinct here for at least 150 years. 
photo : Anthony Hall-Martin 
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NEWS FROM OUR NATIONAL PARKS 
On 16 July 1985, six black rhinoceros arrived in Augrabies Falls National Park - the first of their kind to be seen there for 150 
years. In this article Anthony Ha/I-Martin explains why the National Parks Board chose Etosha stock - Editor. 

Dr. Anthony Hall-Martin, 
Kruger National Park, 
Private Bag X402, 
1350 Skukuza 

R
EADERS unfamiliar with the Nama 
Hottentot language might have 
some difficulty understanding the 

title of this article, but it is merely a more 
romantic way of saying "The black rhino 
of Aug rabies". The so ldier/explorer, 
Robert Jacob Gordon, who lived at the 
Cape from 1777 to 1795, was apparently 
the first to record the Nama name of the 
black rh inoceros. He is quoted (Cave & 
Rookmaaker, 1977) as saying of this spe­
cies, "It is called nabab in the Hottentot 
language - the na being pronounced 
with a loud blow: . .. ". Gordon, inciden­
tally, is also credited with the first refer­
ence to the Augrabies Falls , as "de 
Groote Waterval Aukoerebis" wh ich he 
visited in 1779. The name is said to mean 

. " the place of great noise " . 
It is the policy of the National Parks 

Board of Trustees of South Africa to re­
estab lish where possible the full com­
plement of game animals which once oc­
curred in areas which are now national 
parks. In the past, however, there was no 
great concern for adherence to genetic 
conservation principles. Animals from in­
appropriate gene pools or even sub­
species were sometimes introduced to 
national parks. In some cases species 
were introduced to areas where they had 
never occurred within historical times or 
where the habitat was totally unsuitable. 
Grey rhebok, for example, were intro­
duced to the Addo Elephant National Park 
which has none of the open country pre­
ferred by this species . 

Times have changed , however, and the 
eloquent arguments in favour of genetic 
conservation principles espoused by the 
editor of this magazine (Greig, 1979) have 
not fallen on deaf ears. Before any ani­
mals are moved to national parks now, the 
entire issue is first carefully investigated, 
as are the sources of animals avai lab le for 
translocation. This was the case with the 
recent translocation of Lichtenstein's 
hartebeest to the Kruger National Park 
and of black rhino from Etosha to the 
Augrabies Falls National Park. 

The black rhinoceros is a highly endan­
gered animal which is declining rapidly 
throughout its African range - except in 
South Africa and South West Africa/Nami­
bia. We wanted to be sure that by estab­
lishing a population in Augrabies we 
would be making a worthwhile contribu­
tion to the conservation of the species. At 
the outset, therefore, we had to address 
the following questions: 
1. Did black rhinoceros occur historically 

in the area of the park? 
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A black rhinoceros in close-up. This animal was photographed in Zimbabwe, still a stronghold of 
the species despite recent serious inroads by poachers. photo: Anthony Hall-Martin 

2. If so, to which subspecies or gene pool 
did the original Augrabies black rhino 
belong? 

3. Are any rhinoceros of this subspecies 
or gene pool still available for restock­
ing Augrabies? If not, which black rhi­
noceros population is the nearest to 
the original geographically, eco logi­
cal ly and genetically? 

Only after these questions had been 
satisfactorily sett led could we begin to 

look at the log istics of the operation. Only 
then, and having estab li shed that such an 
operation wou ld be enormously expen­
sive, cou ld we look for sponsors. 

1. DID BLACK RHINOCEROS OCCUR 
HISTORICALLY AT AUGRABIES? 
One seldom finds historical records of 
animals occurring within the exact con­
fines of a small national park. How-
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