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ha greater one-horned rhi-
noceras, of Indian Rhinoc-
eros (Rhinoceros unicarnis),
represonts pride and resiflence
for the Assamese. There s a
prolound connectlon between the
Assamese people and the malestic
pachyderm, espedally given Assam's
remarkable success in saving the species
from extinction over the past century,
Throughout histary, mankind has boen
fascinated by the rhinoceros’ unusual
body structure, formidable horn, and
safitary appaarance with odd toes.
The Indus Valley Civilization records
rhinoceros sightings dating back to
roughly 5,000 vears ago during the
Mohenjodaro ers. Although written ac-
counts of rhinoceros emerged approx-
imately 500 vears ago, archacological
evidimce indicales its significance to
enrier civilisations across the subconti-
nent. The himan fascination with the
thint can beseen in the travelogues

of past explorers and travellers such as-

Al-Biruni (1030}, Tbn Bathuta (1334),
and Marco Polo (16th centuny), who
dbcumented human fascination with
this majestic animal. A number of em-

. perors, inchuding Timur and Babur,

 indulged in rhino hunting until the early

" could even be found as far west as
Modhva Pradesh and Gujarat which
points to its far and wide distribution
in the past.

[t hasbeen in both histor-
ical and cultural narmatives that the rhi-
pocaros has laft its mark on literature.
In his 1779 bosk lconology, Scottish
architect George Richardson linked the
rhinoceros to one of the most :lun:l
_synbols ofall - the Ganga.

1996 novel The Pope's Rhiumnrm
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DR DEBA KUMAR DUTTA writes on the
legacy and future of rhino conservation in
Assam on the occasion of World Rhino Day.

her Dutch ownar, Douwe Mout van
der Meer
The accbunt of a hunting party at-
fended by Jean-Baptiste Chevalier al
the court of Swargoden Hajeswar Sing-
ha (1761-1769), ruler of the Ahom
Kingdom, demonstrates the historical
ties between Assam and the rhino,
Numerous British officers, surveyors,
‘and hunters documented the presence
of thee Greater One-Horned Rhinocer-
os In the 19th century in Assam and
stales. As mentioned in
Sicetch of Assam (1847) and Travels
.and Provinces of Assam (1855), Ma-
jor John Butler of the Bengal Native
Infantry reported sightings of rhinoc-
eros In Guwahatl. The Topography
of Assam (1837) by Juhn M'Cosh
discusses rhino captures for axport
to Europe. Moreover, the Cooch Behar
Maharaja's Thirtyseven Years of Big
Game Shooling in Cooch Behar, the
Dhsars, arid Assam [1908) highlights the
history of hunting in Western Assam.
While Assam has a long history of
rhino hunting, it has evolved into a
global leader in rhino coriservation
in the 21 century. The state is now
home to over 72 per cent of the world's

National Park, and Pobitora Wiidlife
Sanctuary at the lorefront. Desplie
this surcess. thinos still face significant
challenges, incloding poaching, habitat
loss, and the tisk of mbreeding due to
limited connectivity among Assam’s
rhino habitats, In this confext, the
Brahmaputra cduld serve as a crucial
*biological corfidor,” linking all rhi-
no-bearing areas in Assam.
Conservation efforts centered on
rhinos have been highly effective, par-
ticularly under the Indian Rhino Vision
([RV) 2020 infiative, which gulded a
new phasa of conservation from 2005
to 2020, The IRV 2020 programme
developed a strang emotional connec-
tion with the peopla of Assam resuli-
ing in a greater commitment o rhino
conservation. Over the past decade,
national and International exparls,
state [orest officials, local community
organisations, different instiutions and
volunteers have worked tirelessly to
re-establish the rhino population in
Manas National Park following years
of poaching, The programma not only
revitalised Manas but also improved
confidence, skills, and scientific un-
derstanding on the rhino conservation
frant in Assam. The programmae also
narrows down community participation
in rhino conservation afforts mall

rhino bearing areas within the state.
Teday, two UNESCO World Heritage
Sites (natural) in Assam — Kaslrangs
and Manas - proudly protect the rhi-
nocaros, a species thal was once on
the varge of extinction.

Along with translocation efforts,
rescue and rehabilitation initiatives
have played an important role in the
establishment of new rhino populations
in Manas. It should be noted that since
the completion of IRV 2020, the fol-
low-up program, IRV 2.0, has yet to
gain momaniim in Assam.

There is a deep mgmined passion
for rhino In the culture of the state,
which makes it a leader in the area of
rhino conservation. Rhino consana-
tion stands as a symbal of the success
of these efforts, and this conservation
mindset has the potenttal to serve as
a model for tackling other pressing
environmental challenges that Assam
ard the rest of the Northeastern re-
gion arefacing as well. We must come

" togethes, develop an understanding of

the science, and build strong political

commitment If we are o accomplish

broader conservation goals. The state

of Assam has remained at the forefront

of rhino conservation during the lest

century as | ord Curzon, Viceroy of In-

dia, led efforis to create game reserves

to protect Indin"s wildlife, encouraged

'n-,rh!shnwhmrrbnmwife.LadyMwy
Curzon. The State will be sbis to main-
tain its position as a global leader in
the wildlife sector i it continues to
implament fervently a rhino-centrie
approach. Let us celebrate the achiave-
ments of Assam post Warld Rhino Day
and renew our commitment to make
sure that this majestic species thrives
for generations to come by ensuring
Its sundval.

"(The writer is a frontline consenvation
sclontiat and is currently working as a

senioc manager at Anranyak )
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