Wonders of Nature
Ustad Mansur at the Mughal Court

Asok Kumar Das




BB URTaB NARIEE

CHurTER ¥

Wonder of the Age:
Studies of Animals

and Birds

I ): RERG THE LATENL FART OF Jastarcin’s nescs, Mansur was sceively

axwiiciabedl with el

g ol il aind bisda, Thosseds [ahasgin's inerest
in nanwre and wibdlife dases from his princely days. a lenprhy and leisanely visi

L]

alwil i 1606 ceems i e Tuithes ssuused his curkmicy abour eeie and
wnusml anamals hinds and Fowers, as mvgaled by emries in his memoie, Thas
appaienily isulied i desiie w hise e spedesens eosded in painiesgs w be
moamrd i adlems, Ineespng by, the Calshas Album does mex concais wilidlife
studies by Mangur, witl ke exceprion of che stody of Bowerieg svams disossed
in the Fellowing chapics, There are gaiee a fow bin and sninsal studics by other
artisrs in the Galhan Album and smilar albumes from chis perind; for exampie
the Risy Pastors in ehe “Beelin Albiom® and paiming of duchs, pigeans. chicken,
blackhucks and alephann beaning tho mames of Agp Hia, ‘Al dJuls, Farrukh
Chela and Manohar in rthe Galshan A, b dhere s no denilanoy of soyle
and sreatmuene hetwecen thise fmages and those From Wassr's brush, Ieappear
thar Mamaer came en rhe $orefroar in chis genre anly laer.

o sk chagaer we discuss Mansur's sidies of individual apimalb and hinds
commen as well 3 rary, preserved in vagicos atbams of Jahangjc's perind. Thee
nealisic represencarions of species thar arveceed che emperos’s apesios aee
follarwemal bry o fow paintings of bindi that s unidentibable, shough no less like-
like and ankmared.
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T Are e soodles

Miiwsiie teiresent 2 monley group. e is ineeesting ro nose char 1
of carnivans: such s the lig

tiger af hvpaen, well ar b, noe o zlzphany or

shinncerns Inaread she chameleon and o sadowarer fish sre repeesenesd sloeg, witk

oo ek, Hlackhock and Milgai, and 2 defighetul composition ot squirnels

i a eree, paiored by Marsur with anothes of Jahangics Beourie. Sho'l Haoe

4 Tame Blackback Amrifope crl'mw,pr.f |I.§_-.-.u. e

Axiziboc] g Ma

eeerse of the folio tha: has

several szl

haraja Sawai Man Sogt 10 Museun

Aleeam fuli
Jaipoist.

The Blackbuck is the anly repressnmive of the genes Awe in India. Eris s

ainpulardy st i i alvapt, bemiful spiralied hame and

gl'l.b‘.l.'ﬂl| mevemens.” & la I:r_r| el of Blackveck min ENE SCroes | the: sceul: |n habita

they Fricuoent presents an

s e Babarr devones a Full paragraph in

T

his memeosrs 1 chis a

Lh CapHaarne

appeed

Fallowing tkis pracrice. Akbar amd Jhanger emplosed mmed Blackbucks w
cagiis
Amangsr numerons references mo the b

- wile] s

wing of asvelopes wich decow buicks

Jahangir wrie a pamicmlar buck namud Mansraj or Hansr,

e oedr Lahore where

memsny bz erected 4 venee o g s

capured ir. Wixhin & monch aber ics capaure & became “wichour equal in &

with rame aneglopes and in Bunring wild pncs”, uapid the oolch
calliprapleer Mulla Husavn Kashmi, “the choel of the degant awivers of the

dav™ o carve this ¢|'||.||||| o a1 stone of char mimar; “In this en ing place an

anaghape came inea the woerhl-oliling [ fates-gind netof the God-kiswing rula
Mur-ud Din Jahengir Pedshuk. [n che spoce of one momd

desert hermeness, he hocame ol

1aving overcome his

of the saxial &

This fenage of 4 tame Blackhuck

coar and long spiradling harre, thoay
: petial
- anfact the steenveos of a painoer of Mans

partizylar animal i a remarkahle specimen, fir
z grainimce, [t i reprrarsal in
perlectly scourare deail. excepe bor the eye ard inowhine pasch which e draws
rather |mn:.:uu]|g.' circular. The :.l.l:|'.|::|l:|.'iI]' aof the ploxure is extablizshed From
thie dated nuies of presentavion (are-adid) and seals of Abdial Hag, an of Chids
Sharazi in 1A7 Hira (16281 amorher panily logilde nece daged in the firs year
ol Sah Jabaws eope (0270 aind uowes of the second regnal pean, 18zh regmal
vear fseal of ‘Tnayar Khanh, 24th vegnal year [seal of Aknad Shahidi) and Snh




% Jebra i bad by

. rramn by Wadie o= isn
Listad Manikir in 1821 Fule 26,7 x
3B o M Alum, O Yatane ang
At Museam, Lomdon, 18 77,1335

Buechell's Febira Eguue grosgge burcketli (hgan: .7

13 haesd along the righr boeder Samraln-pt M

IT s

had hrevagas freem the Haba

Usead Wlamsar has driwn

Albam, wo L o te VA Museum, London

ar Hiscbwrlls fohe was ammy the gl preenind o fbanpic 21

it his sixreemths regnal vear in March 1621 The 2ebim was brousghe by

1 paeronr of Sural ad O

uy whee he als canied e made =

Seeimg o vebra tor che hase tioe, Jahangic was soepocal abour ms aurhenricicy
amd send in e |

i mevchant

i 1 saw u wild ass {gor-dhar, eccedingly sumnge in
Froes she 1ip of the mose s tbe end of the sail, and
i of the gar vo the Do af the kol bladk Illulilllp |‘|p: or small, sukible
i ware ween i Round t5e epes there was an cumsdingly Gne blick Jing, Dne
might say that the panier of fare. with a serange bnwshe had left it on che page of che world
Ao i wes stranpe, same people imaginad cha it had been cobesreel. Affier minue mguiry
o the wurh, i became koosn thar she Lord of the "Wedld was che Creator thereok &a-ic.
wilh 4 rariey it was incleded & g the poyal galis soar o my beother Shab ‘Abba™™ He

appearance. exgcly like a |

fiven the




insirescred Mansur (o prepare an iimge of this sornge animal for his recond. &s reveaded by

his: aumegraph oo che picoure.

“The imnagy, true i Mansrs magin Atyle, is an exace likenes devorl aof any poop o
lamsdicape déasil. The animal Is shown rled m & smeke and starding almos froeen as if w0 hidp
ke artiss m sapnare. cvery derail of s physiogeammy and the paseon af s aripes thar make
it wab diferens and abisacize

Towse etber imsges of the 2chra drawn in the same perioid, bt ot nevesarily By e Usiad,
are in the Museum of Fing Arrs. Boaton (fgure VI1'* and i privare collection in New York
Uiggisse VCHI These amimals terast Buve peached the Moghal coars abnr thir ane partraved by
Mansur was disparched by Jahangir m Presia as 1 present o the Shali. Ancehes plorure of
xehea el in an abum of painly bids aninali ied Howers in dhe Maharaja Saeai Man
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Singh 11 Mussum. Jaipur. drows a ditherens species thar appean: e cossemparary aconunes
va buve arrived ar ke Mughal coen in 1671 &8 o presess m Empesar Aarangaeh ifigune ¥0.*

Somirrely in a Chimar Trew Chgoe VITHY
niscribed on re
Il

Heinsh Lilwary, Lomdon

wmal-¢ Naahr w-dr [Mansur] N

we-Saman [Ak'l Hasan),

fERinied oii ait |i'|||--\.u:||||§. almain prige

wills iEsceipide anfiched Ll

i ae of the fies and best kiown nacunal hisiery paincings exeostad in fahangics
dpevarkband. 1e shaes o megrihioem Chinar cme Mlatann eresdnts drewn wish uomos cane
folkowing clasical Perslan proorypes. which fills the encire upper area of the puoiuse. It s set
i nuLy |.1|ul.1..|:|||r with Lizdy, aminial anl l.;.ir.dr Basman I-lullrc. A |:.r|,.l-r I-.|rr|i.|]- UFH.]LIh‘MII
fnodics among, s branches. The squirels ane Eurasian Red Squirneds Soiwras owdgarr. They ane
commuen in Europe omd Mortheen asd Conal Asia. e che o right regousd ane o
frmale and a single maly Ladakh Urial Chis srfewserdis vigner, with 2 pair of Koklass Pheasne
Puirasks warradipi in the comer and a pair of Chikar Alwar chodar on the oy cuchop
abuwe. At lower befe are = Demaisedle Ussne firar sarge 5 135 cornes, wich 3 Red-Wanled
Lagrwing Vanefiur imtéene close by and & pair of Hoopoer Ljpuss gpar in Hight sbove. In the
i eobreers wre Furasin Collered Doves Srepropelia devsacs in Sight. The paincing hay vl
wthes birels and in 1 wonderful coemposite — ane would roc encousser s many species in a
snge soene ds depicred e,
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