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THE ENGLISHMAN'S OVERLAND MATL.

FAIRS AND CHOLERA.

——pe—

ITALIAN AS A CIVIL SERVICE SUBJECT.
—_—

APROPOS OF THE COMING AT
Hurdwar, the * Indian Medical gl.lll" insists

& STORM IN A TEAPOT APPEARS TO

bave arisen in England. in of the

count ‘on an exquisite dinner, to be ealen
t> ths strains of the Maharaja’s band. Be-
sides & doctor, the camp bLoasted a barber,

strongly on the need for Y

of u:n’g, . I'be Audhodoy Yog,
which spread the germs, of cholera through
an enormous tract of country, was 8 serious
affair, but North India is w
something far worse., The festival has always
been panied by an outbreak, more or
less serious, and there is little ground to
hope _ that the fair of 1891 will be an excep-
tionto the rule, In this i it is

of the Civil Service Commissioners to
exciude the Italian language from the subjects'
in which candidates for whe Indian Civil Service
are liable 1o examination. There are a number
of learned aud literary men in England with
sufficient leisure to plunge into any controversy
in which they see anything that is cpposed lo
their own cherished fads. The Commissioners

however, gratiiying to note that the authorities
have for some inonths past been making
preparations for the event; and although,
owing to the gigantic nature of the gather-

, these arrangements may not be so com-
plete as could be desired, they may never-
theless go far to lessen the danger. The
writer in our medical contemporary would
fain see more thorough piecautions taken
against the spread of disease. *“The first duty
of a Central Health Department in India, when
one is established, which seéms not yet to be
thought of, would be to devise means by
which every place of pilgrimage shall be put
into a proper sanitary condition, and not be
permitted, as they are at piesent, to remain
in a disgracefully insanitary staic and a hot-
bed ‘of disease. And the next duty is to pro-
vide rest-houses and hospitals on the great
routes of travel ; alsoto regulate and control

['4 1 of pilgrims, while at the
same tlime affording every facility of travel
consonant with a due regard to the safety and
health of the public and of the pilg: them-

have excluded the Italian language from the ex-
inati | on the ground that itis
too easily acquired. It would have been well for

the Commissioners if they had followed the well-
known precedent of giving no reason for their
decision, At any rate, it might have been
supposed that they held that Italian was not
likely to be of much use toa member of the
Civil Service during the term of his servitude in
India. But unfortanately for them,they said that
Italian was too easily acquired, This is undoubt-
edly true in a certain sense, as anyone who has
a competent knowledge of Latin will find, if he
takes up such a work as the Secolo or the Capit-
an Fracassa, or even books of higher celebrity
in the ltalian language. He will find that he
can pick out the words 4nd :ranslate the sense
of the passage before him, and S:ob-hly little
more than this was required in the Civil Ser.
vice examination from the very few candidates
who took up the subject. But, ot course, it is a
very different thing if the student is required
to show a full and complete knowledge of the
language. It hardly needed the assertions
of Mr. Churton Collins, or the evidence of

selves.” Theidea of a Health Department for
Indiais not a' new one, and there is much to be
said in favour of it. But' meanwhile we trust
that the p ions taken in ion with
the Hurdwar Fair will be found efficacious.

THE FATE OF “ MOUrez.»

— 2
Sucn v INDiaN ARE
being constantly asked in Parliament that we
need not be surprised to find that the epidemic
has broken out in a fresh place, Still there is
hi y ina paragraph which ap-
pears in Zruth,and upon which more light may
well be desired. Weread :—* 1 have a favour
10 ask of my Indian readers, Can any of
them tell me whether a certain tiger (I
believe ¢Motee,’ by name) and a fine
bear (known, I fancy, as * Kulloo’) have
lately disappeared from the zoological collec-
tion in the Lawrence Gardens at ore? A
singular story has come into my hands respect-
ing the fate of these two noble beasts, and I
should be much obliged for any information as
to their recent movements.” To calm the
merves of this anxious enquirer we may say
that Motee’s death from rh ic  te

Mr. Glad or Cardinal Manning or Dr.
William Smith, and a host of others, to prove
that a thorough mastery of Italian can only be
acquired with much toil and assiduity. ltalian
bears to Latin a posiiion very similar to that
which the Beugali language bears to Sanskrit,
A man who has learned Sanskrit can pick up
the radiments of Bengali with much facility. But
Bengali resembles ltalian in another way, for it
Wihstake a lite-time to obtain a complete mastery
of itin all ~s> written and colloquial forms. Af.er
all, the Civil Service Commissioners should
have taken their stand on the cus bouo of Italian
in India, if the biographer of the late Judge
Unokool Chunder Mookerjee will permit that
ase to be borrowed. What practical use can
talian be to an Indian Civilian ? Cardinal
Maoning is reported to have said that it is a
widespread commercial language in the East,
This is hardly true of Calcuita, where most of
the ltalian residents can speak English well.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.
—ile il
Wz mEar THAT THE SUN Lire Assumaxce
Co. of India, Limited, will shortly commence
the business of life assurance in India, with
their head office at Calcutta, under the

was announced some three

Yy
mever been a suspicion of foul play.
was a beautiful and highiy civilised  tiger.
Having been a pet in early life, she had formed
a liking for cigarette smoke,which grew stronger
in captivity. When Motee was in a sullen
wood and refused to budge from her den,
a few well-directed whifis of smoke blowa
through the outer cage never failed to bring her
forth. Her delight on these occasions was a
thing to see: she purred and rubbed herself
against the bars, and suiffed up the smoke with
every sign of exquisite enjoyment. In her
frolicsome youth, Motee once escaped,and was

Hours sped and nothing could be seen of the
tiger. When the sun went down, theexcite-
ment became a panic. Every house was barri-
caded, and courageous sahibs stole forth in the
night to slay the brindled terror.A dread stillness
fell upon Lahore like to that of a Census
might. But in the early morning, one of the
garden malies came suddenly upon his old
friend at.a road corner. The mali ptly
went down on his knees and did puja to the
lord of the forest, and then, taking off his pugri
he fastened it round Motee’s neck and led her,
‘back, nothiug loth, to her old quarters. Lahore,
we may be sure, breathed more freely when it
became known that she was once more caged,
and no harm done. As for the bear in the
gardens, he may be there tothis day. But, at the
same lime, he ought never to have been there
atall, for his diswess in the hot weather was
pitiful to behold.

There will be no St. Patrick’s Day dinner at
Delhi this year.

igadiet-General Van Straubenzee lias left
“;.:t'n to inspect the Bast Coast Railway Vol-
unteers, the Ganjam Volunteers, the a7th Mad-
ras Infantcy at Bechampore, and the gth Madras
Infantry at Vizianagram, * )

Bombay paper states that it was intended =
short time ago to organise a Eurasian Volun-
teer Actillery Corps, but this idea has been aban-
doned, and the formation of a Naval Artillery
Corps has taken its place.

A Meerut telegram of the 11th instant says:—It
rained & little last night, and was very windy.
here is promise of
just now, will
seriously injus The prices of grain
have already increased to nearly famine prices.

the innocent cause of ‘much terror in Lahore.

ag of Mr. Kemp, who has had con-
siderable experience in India. ‘I'he Company
is brought out under the auspices of the Sun
Life Office as the parent office, and the English

a phaograpber, and a post-master, and was
better supplied with all the furts of lised

over was also unusually light, mmu-i to
35, as compared with over a thousand in 1887,
and more than nine hundred in 1889, The
balance of probab:lities is obviously ~against
the of i ble a season for

life than many an Indian station. But with ail
its delights, this dainty camp would have
bgen reft of its chief awtraction had the Maha-
fani not been present with the Maharaja, to
do the honours and to preside over her little
court with the grace, tact, and courtesy for
whiich 'she is famed.

Lizurenant Ot10 EHLERS HAS Jorxsp Me.
$ai in the Garo Hills, and is justin timeto
witness the closing elephant drive of the season.
He made his way from Kuch Behar to Dhubri
with elephants lent by the Maharaja of
Durbhunga, travelling at the rate of about thirty
miles a cay. From Dumra, he went on
another 120 miles to the Kheddah Camp
at Risu, where the Ilatest haul of elephants
was still in the enclosure. The traveller
will now be able to form an accurate opinion
as to the difficulties to be d in
introducing the Kheddah system into Africa.
As sume six thousand elephants are sacrificed
annually in Africa for their ivory alone, the
question which Mr, Ehlers has raised would
certainly seem to be a mauer worthy ol the at-
tention of the KEnglish Government. The
honowur of transplanting the Kheddah system of
India to the Dark Continent ought not to be
left to Germany.

M. Azvord WwieHT's voLuME oF Basvu-
isms is likely to p ke a fresh p g
of examples, = Several have already reached
us,but we give the place of honour to the
following letter, which is perfectly genuine, and
which a Calcutta law firm in the
way of business a few days ago:—* The
case is 100 long and tedious one. Men in
the other side \rying their head and heart with
this or that fickle causes to throw suspicions over
our rightful claim, Witnesses coming in nun-
bers, applications and counter applications
of titlzs of no value coming from both the
side one alter another. A menth passed and
the case is mot half finished. From morn-
ing till 8 o’clock in the evening of these days I
have been so very busy with the affairs of the
case that hardly 1 could secure time to take my
dinner even. This wtmost exertion, this seli-
devotion, this hard bodily and mental labour, is
surely the work of a mind encouraged with
the hope of ample remuneration, and I hope
your justice, generosity, and liberality will not
fail to favour me with a hopeful reward.”
The writer is a Muktear, and we trust that bis
frankly avowed desire for *‘ ample remunera-
tion” will bcg:mL

PLANTERS IN CEYLON ARE THOROUGHLY
well satisfied with the results of tea culu".tign

0

some yearsto come ; but it is to be hi
that the work which is now being done in im-
proving the lighting of the coast, in providing
harbours of refuge, and in supplementing our
present knowledge of the highways and byways
of the ocean, may tend eventually to reduce
to a mini the p ibl id which
now forin by far the largest proportion of the
annual list of casaulties.

FRENCH OFFICIALS MAY PROTEST AS MUCH AS
they please against Mr. Justice Scott's ap-
pointment, but the fact has been fully accepted,
in Egypt. A Judicial Commiltee bas already
been formed consisting ot the tion. Mr. Jus-
tice Scout, Judicial Adviser, Mr. Moriondo,
Khedivial Adviser, and the Procureur Général
of the Native Tribunals, to supervise the work-
ing in general of the Tribunals of First Instance
and of the Delegations. It will report to the
Minister of Justice on any iriegularities it may

discover.

BY A CURIOUS CHANCE, THE NEWLY APPOINTe
ed Kidderpur Dock Commitiee were the last
to walk over the floor of the tidal basin. In
the course of their- visit on T'uesday morning
Messrs. O’Callagahan, J. L. Mackay, G. A.
Ormiston, and Horace Bell, descended into
the basin and examined the dry floor,
and the same night the water got through the
dam in front of the sixty-foot I)ck, and filled
the basin, Had the inspection been deferred
for a day, the Commiutee would have seen
nothing but a sheet of water. No damage
bhas been done by the “ letting in of wategs,’”
In another week the bund would * have been
cut, and the event has thus ouly been anti=
cipated by a few days..

A TOUCHING INSTANCK OF LOYALTY AND SELP-
devotion came by the last mail from Ceylon. At
midnight, a few days ago, tie denizeus of the
jungle near Kollupitiya were startied by the ap-~
parition of a white man clad in the scantiest
of night attire, his feet bare, and his hair dishev-
elled, forcing his way at top speed through the

growth with sublime disregard anger
to life or limb. It was Mr. de Freisch, the
local rep ive of his Imperial Majesty
the Czar, in quest of the Czrewitch’s baby
elephant. This playful infant, it appears, had
been presented to the Czarewitch, and handed
over to the Consul pending its shipment to
Russia. In the course of the evening it un-
tied the knot with which it was fastened to
atree in Mr. de Freisch’s compound, and as

soon as it was free began the night's pro-
dings by ing round the yard
breaking everything within reach.Mr.de Freish

last year. The total crop d 10 up

ot forty-five millions of pounds, or an increase

of eleven million pounds as compared with the

previous twelve moanths. The progress made

in the develop o1 the A lian and New

Zealand markets continues Lo be in every way
isf; y ; the amount exported in this

Company gives certain g asto b
to which will p lly have the effect
of placing the Indian Company upon a footing
similar 10 that held by older Companies.
‘I'HERE IS GROUND FOR SATISFACTION IN THE
work done last year by the Bombay Customs.
During the past four years there has been a
steady growth in revenue from this source ; and
the figures for 1890 show that this upward ten-
dency is still as decided as ever, the uet increase
last year exceeding a lakh and-a-hall of rupees.
Itisa hy fact, b that the
from exports is scarcely more than ten per cent.
of thug derived from imports, although there
are some signs of improvement in this respect.
The working of the Merchandise Marks Act
is responsible for an increase of overten thou-
sand rupees in fines and confiscations, the
number of cases having iderably more

more than doubling itself every year.
The g proporti i has, how-
ever, taken place in the American and Can-
adian ‘'markets, where the consignments of
Ceylon tea have nearly quadrupled them-
selves in the course of one year. There has,
, been a iderable i of
tea coming into bearing during the year 1890,
aud the total area uader cultivation is now
eslimated at over two hundred thousand acres.
1t 1s thought that tne present year will show a
still larger increase. Under these circum-
stances it is not sarprising that the Annual
General Meeting of the Ceylon Planters,
Association, held a few weeks since at Colombo’
was trom first to last a most successful event.

THERE 1S A CERTAIN MELANCHOLY INTEREST

than trebled since the new law came into
force.

AT ITS PRELIMINARY MEETING AT BELVEDERK
onTuesday,the Vol Conft |
the advisers of the Bengal Government as to
Certain details regarding the subject of their en-
quiry. The conclusions arrived at in due course
will be submitted in a report to the Govern-
ment of India. The members of the Conference
ar the Hon. F, M. Haliiday, Mr. A. Smith
Commissioner, Presidency Division, Mr. Rivett-
Carnac, Mr. C. E. Buckland, Mr. P. Nolan
Mr. H. Lee, Colonel Chatterton, Mr. W. B.
Hudson, and Mr. R. C. Sterndale. Many
things conduce at present t0.make the Volun-
teer question one of pressing imp and
doubtiess the Conference is resolved to act in
the spirit of Sir Frederick Roberts’ speech of
Saturday last, bearing in mind that every in-
crease to the number of our Volunteers wili
enable a corresponding increase to be made in
the strength of the army we could place in the
field.

ALREADY THE DOINGS OF THE KucH Bruar
camp have been chronicled, but the d
of the camp itself are almost equally worthy of
aotice. ltis seidom even in the best of Indian
camps de luxe that one finds the arrangements
so complete in all their details. Every day
brought the mails and supplies of ice from Cal-

cutta, and the tired sportsman could always

ina such as that which Captain
Petley has drawn up on the wrecks and
casualties in Indian waters during the year
1889. It was not an eventful yearin this
respect ; indeed it was singularly free from
those great maritime disasters which from

promptiy turned out and endeavoured to catch
the truant, but he was knocked down twice,
and the elephant, making a bolt for freedom,
broke down the gate and escaped iato the
jungle. Without hesitation the Consul follow=
ed, but the elephant had by this time a good
start, and despite all theefforts of his pure
suer he succeeded for the time in

good his escape. Leaving the jungle, he called
at several bungalows on his way, doing anin-
finity of damage,’or which Mr. de Freisch will
have to pay. tle was, however, eventually cap~
tured, and 1s now in tne hands ot an experienc-
ed trainer. Meanwhile the Kussian Consul’s
noble self-sacrifice under these very trying
circumstances may be ciled as an emphatic
refutation of the widespread assumption that
the sentiment of loyalty is dying out. While
the Czar and his family have such adherents,
there need be no fear fur the stability of the
Romanoff dynuly.*

For THE PAST DAY OK TWO THE TELEGRAPH
service betwecn Kurope and India has been
very tardy and defective. We now learn that
the blizzard in England is to blame. The Indo=
European route via ‘I'eberan is intact, but the
Eastern Company's route is interrupted at the
English end, the having pletely
destroyed the land lines, Later news says that
the lines are working again, but badly, = They
are blocked with

time to time send a thrill of horror th h
the world. But in the driest details of its
mischances there is much to remind us of the
many perils in store for those who elect 1o go
down to the sea in ships,—of the thousand and
one accidents to which the man-of-war or
the merchant liner is equally liable with the
tiniest fishing craft. Curiously enough, in the
case of Indian navigation, it is «he river and not
the ocean which is most to be feared. The
Hughli was responsible in the year under
cousideration for more casualties than any
part of the coast. Not less than forty-
cight vessels came to grief during the twelve
months on_toe voyage from Calcutta to the
coast, as against thirty-six on the Bombay, and
twenty-six on the Malabar coast. Agaiust this
it should, h be ioned, that the

*To rakk T2A To HONGKONG™ SERMS AT FIRST
sight quite as forcible a tigure of speech as the
well-worn phrase *“ to take coals to Newcastle.””
Some one appears, however, to have found his
interest iu tus first pursuit, for the Ceylon
papers mention with surprise that not less than
eighty-four th pounds of tea were shipped
last year t0 Chins and Hongkong. Is thisa
new dodge of the heathen Chinee, or is he
developing a taste for the Ceylon product ?

_ IT SEEMS THAT THERE IS SOMEK MISUNDERSTAND=
ing as to the so-called Conference on the
Volunteer question which met at ieivedere the
other day. There is no Volunteer “Commise
:}io‘n,"lnnd there will be no turther metings at

proportion of wrecks is far greater in the two
Iast instances. On the Bombay coast alone
eleven British Indian and Native craft became
total wrecks. It is satisfactory to note that, al-
though the number of casualties was not excep-
tionally low, the total lonnage lost was less
than in any year since 1865 ; one-fourth of the
total loss in 1885, and one-third of 332, both

unusually stormy years, The loss of life more-

. All that has happ {18 simpiy that
the Government of India has addressed the
Bengal Government on the subject, aud that
Sic Charles Elliou, before repiying, has called
together a few genillemen to advice him as to
his answer,

.
IT WILL BK INTKRESEKING TO NOTE THE POLICY

of the new G P

Indiain regard to the five men who fled into

General of




