


Introduction

(hﬂ.th'.lhmm Indian state, was merged in 1950
I.Mhmwzawullmplltlthnmd
both the distract and own. The area of the district s
iln'llylwl 'uﬂn( square kilometres) and its population

was m.ﬂlbmpqﬂtndtkuma me
was 62,127
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.wwhh I6¢h century the Kock kingdom
was The Mugal annexed the kingdom and
in the | 8th contury it was ruled by the Britsh.
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, Behar Family

The Coocl
f the century Cooch Behar was one of the two
At the turn O ander the gtJvurnmt:ﬂt of Bengal. A small

native s!:atcsf | 307 square miles with a population of a little
m';cl‘ 600 Ul?ﬂa ;)I'ﬁdurninantly Hindus with about a quarter
Mohammedans. ;
. R Maharajah died, leaving as his successor a one year
the Maharajah Nripendra Narayan, who was first
in India and subsequently in England. On the occasion
insrallation as ruler of Cooch Behar the prince 1s reported
ave said “It shall be my carnest endeavour to do justice to the

S st which T now undertake.” He did indeed rule with

€ of India’s most remarkable men. He was a disciple
‘Brahmo religion (or religion of the new dispensation),
N of tolcrance and charity, which aimed at removing the
div 1: of the Indian people.

,:.-:Qf_this eclectic creed were not supposed to marry
W pincess was never-the-less very young when she
el 1 ah and it caused a great stir in India.
iy band proclaiming himself both a theist and 2
Inds her ideas and together they formed a band
ted und, a and a link between East and West which
- t&l}dmg on both sides.
. mamtﬂ.'lntd A mndcrﬂ.tﬂ milit':ll'}' force and as 4

ELwas entitleq 2
" Was estimaged att‘f a salute of 13 guns. The yearly staf¢

400 years Wy ":;15{}:"{1{1. His family held s wvereignty
i W he wag a minor his State renderce
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The Maharajah was a man of splendid physique and commanding,
presence, He was an officer in an Indian regiment and he seyvesd
with great distinction in the British army in the ) irah campalgp
of 1397-{}31 attached to the P{j[".';f;[]ﬂ’ staft oA CGeneral Yeatiman
Biggs. He was present at the actions of Darga) and Gamana

His Highness had the reputation of being a first-class shot and
was an enthusiastic sportsman, fond of horses and a player ‘A
racquet and had few equals at lawn tennis, He was well ko a5
a big game hunter, was a fair cricketer, 4 brilliant polo player and
among the best shots in India, Famous for great shooting, parics
in February and March every year when he entertained the
Viceroy of the time, 1ord Roberts and Prince € hristian Victor
Indoors he passed many an hour over the billiard table

He had the distinction, probably unique among, Indian princes A

holding high office in Freemasonry, Past Senior Creat Warden of
England,

On the occasion of Queer Victoria’s Golden Jubilee he and the
Maharanee came to England to attend the function, she being the
first wife of an Indian ruler to accompany her husband 1o this
country and be received at the Englsh Court, They received
much kindness and attention from Queen Victoria, Edward

Prince of Wales and his son Prince George, :

In the late 18907 the Maharajah and his wife visited Fastbourne
and Jater stayed in this country several times, but the first detailed
account of the family being in this area was in the Summer of
1901, It was then that the Maharance, her brother and some o
her children visited Bexhill and took up residence at Mooy Hall
Ninfield, The Maharajah had other commitments at the time hrmi

was 1o join the party later on, Their sojourn at Ninfield c:
much :ﬁiwmnt and it was said at the time thae-— Catisedd

‘e was only a few weeks ago when the Mal | |
family came ufMer Hall, yet at the aharanee and hey

Present mome ;
go for miles around and fall 1o £ Oment you may

i the hun |
iblest wayside
cottager who has pnot seen the Mahatanee and does 118 qunI the
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S it is needless to say that the adve
personages of her :‘:&c d':,?iguﬁhﬂd visitors has been what ?gt
of these Wﬂm: ood thing for the villagers of Ninfield. The
commonly :7; chhiﬁ likewisc Pmﬁn::.d by their presence for the
mmum a large Estﬂbhﬁh.l.'ﬂﬂﬂt Eirnd 'bt:'smwcd her
li” with 2 lavish hand and Evcrydmtlg which it was possible
to purchasc in the locality was brought 1n the town, to the very
derable advantage of local trade... Apart from that the
e hbourhood had the honour of entertaining one of the most

famous and estecemed of Indian princesscs.’

“Much of her time was spent in London, the journey between

3 | and the metropolis being always made in a reserved

'_ .: - !l:.—’

plioped that their stay in the neighbourhood would prove

ieasant a character that subsequent years they would be

10 pay Bexhill another visit.”

: b and Maharance had four sons and three
and good looking children, for whom the

pided the best English education. The eldest son went
jiianc the others were placed at Eron.

T 1901, there was a cricket match berween
@nd the home cleven. The Ninfield team were the
sarance of Cooch Behar, who had a large and
S%€ Party and Prince Raj (her cldest son), Prince
-l asse :Wﬂ't ﬂij to have bowled Wf.‘u., the lacter
n Prince Victor and Jemmett then started fh"»’
| :ll.‘“ bittle could be done with the Ine
mdems C. Morris, and six wickets W¢! ‘;
_ : anv drove down O
e o8 i coach The Ol Times. The V%
? near by o lﬂmngs and two runs...MI M‘_'l:!:
ey ﬁlll &cﬁﬂg spcech o the health t:f_
"My, Prince Raj, Prince Victor and Pnn<t
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There was a return match later on at Moor Hall when the
Maharanee of Cooch Behar entertained the rival teams to

luncheon, tea and dinner. Prince Raj, Prince Victor, Prince Jit
and Mr K _Sen were present. The match was won by Ninficld.

In:St:ptcmb't;:r 1901, the Maharance gave a musical party at which
Prince Ranjitsinhji was present, the orchestra being a local onc.

The Maharajah's Illness

The next important news of the family was in July 1911, when
the Maharajah became unwell and his physician suggested that
the health giving qualities of the sea air of Bexhill might restore

him again. A bungalow in Marina Court Avenue was therefore

esken and he was brought down from London with his retinue.

After hie had settled in he took a motor drive but appeared to be
worse and was unable O leave his room.

Te Bad been said that because he had lived his life with intensity
and great devotion to manly sport, it had caused the breakdown
of Bis constitution, but it was diagnosed that he was suffering
with kidney complications and was In
ndifferent health on his arrival and little could be done for him.
His own tWO physicians and a specialist, Dr.Bezly Thorne, were
e COmStAt crendance bultfall t: nﬂhavail and the world seemed
; ., sway from him. But he was quite prepared to go
mﬁﬁm ;Z happy t?gcthcr, my journey is afl)mﬂst at En
_ " f anxiery the King made sympathetic enquirics,
HI .«‘Hl aé-;‘m pm&iblﬂ was done to save hispliﬁ:, but hcqpasscd
away On 1 8¢k Seprember, 1911




The Maharajah's Death

The Bexhill Observer of September 23rd. remarked g, his ey
$ deat
that—

Although the late Maharajah of Cooch Behar who passeq 40,

17 Marina Court Avenuc on Monday evening was not seny Iafr“ at
known to the residents of Bexhill, as he had been confipe d ;{13}111;;
oom ever since he arrived here in the middle of July, the }h J:I'
followed the course of his illness with most Sympathtric miujn
and it was with deepest regret that they heard the sad news of his
‘teath. Members of the family and suite have been familiar figures

in the town during the Summer and the manner in which they

have identified themselves with local life, taking part in various

sports and recreations, has caused them to be regarded with

feclings of greatest esteem. The Maharajah will be deeply

mourned, not only by his subjects but by a wide circle of friends
here and in India.”’

The Bexhill Chronicle of the same date remarked that—

“The late Prince paid his first visit to England over 30 years ago
(circa 1881) and he also came to England in the Jubilee year of
1887 and was invested with the Insignia of the Order of t,hc
Indian Empire By Her Majesty the Queen Empress: FS o0

made an honorary Aide-de-Camp to the Prince of Wales (later
Edward VII).

‘ : also
In 1897 he volunteered for service in the frontict war...and

in the South African War.

The Funeral argjah

Impre:ssivv: scenes marked the obsequics of the 13T T 4 pees
Overnight the coffin in which his remains rf:iﬁjsgrh paral”’
drapcd with the Union IﬂCk b Majﬂl‘ ﬁshb}f:', U;;.ﬂ'ln 1,-.-;11:
e Poiks) Royal Sussex B}:t in'uF:ru:...ilﬂLl : oo,
£ oed thiouph thie night. Earl ; on Thursd® n:nﬂ':‘-' ¢
mlhtary units selected to fm:m gqud for the convel
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body to the Bexhill Station congregated outside the bungalow
and meantime hundreds of residents and visitors o Pexhill
assembled along Marina Court Avenue and Deve wishite Povad
The Maharajah Kumar Rajendra Narayan Bhup, sof .;,r.rl
successor of the late Prince headed the long file of monieners. §he
cortege passed up Devonshire Road direct to the Station [ yrawn

by six horses, the coffin with the Union Jack and the helmet was
on the gun carriage.’

‘King George V had directed that full military honours were 1o
be accorded to him and while the display in London was more
ornate, the preliminaries in Bexhill also partook of a military
character. The procession of mourners moved away and the
strains of Chopin’s Marche Funcbre floated down from the
Coastguard Station where the band of the King’s Royal Rifies
were stationed under Band Master W.J.Dunn. Two dense banks
of spectators lined the route to the station. The bereaved Indians
saw the extent to which their sorrow was shared and saw the
regard in which the late Maharajah was held here. All the shop
windows in Devonshire Road had their blinds down and also the
private residences on the route. Flags flew at half-mast ar the
Coastguard Station, the Town Hall, schools and other buildings
while the presence of the Mayor and Town Clerk in the
procession was 2 further assurance to the family of the Town's
sympathy. Still playing Chopin’s work the band of an English
Army regiment only lately rerurned after 20 years in India led the
cortege. On the gun carnage drawn by six horses and manned by
drivers of the Sccond Home Counties Royal Field Artillery
rested the casket enveloped in the National Flag and on the lid hus
sword and white helmet half covered by two beauriful w l‘t?u!:
while inside lay the body of the dead Maharajah clothed in his
handsome dress and beautiful turban, Walking behind was hh
heir and successor wearing the uniform of an officer of the l::im:

Cavalry (cream faced with light blue and gold) and a light bive
turban with a gold tassel, while his Ivory uhmth:-d‘ :lﬁml:: l\.ft l:

nupcndtdfmm:idﬂc!”

ash of gold. Immediately follow g and
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walking together werc the other three Princes

uniforms. The majority of the mourners were ip ¢ dinar - tiv
mourning dress. The priests, the mf:m'bf:rs of the Pﬂgﬁ“gi{sh
and his principal servants being 1n native dress, ()., % S Sujte
the followers wore folds of crepe from the back o the two of
Another splash of colour was provided by the g s unilt"}hf:ad_;,
General Hawkins (the tenant of the bungalow i, Whi:;)m of
Prince died) with whom was the Mayor (Aldermgap, 1A I)arrrhtf:

J.P.) and the Town Clerk (Mr.T.E.Rodgers). - £dton,

2 The Icar of th.é
procession  was brought up by three motor cars containing
beautiful floral tributes.’

‘All traffic was suspended in Devonshire Road as the fuper)
passed. The road was thickly lined with people from end to end
who were very moved by the sad procession. The coffin was laid
on the platform through the gate in the Square, the special train
the funeral car, saloon carriage and guard’s van were waiting
Before the departure the Mayor shook hands with the young
Maharajah and as the train steamed out the bearers stood [
attention. The military arrangements were in the charge of Mor
J.W.Ashby, 5thBattalion Royal Sussex Regiment and Mior

H.C.Boys, 2nd. Home Counties Brigade Royal Field Artillery

All was carried out very smoothly. Assistance with the band W33

kindly rendered by Regimental Quarter Master Strgeantk?g‘
(Berkshire Yeomanry) who was in uniform. Sergeaf Pfrc aks0
the Yeomanry and Sergeant Major king of the feie ™

on duty. Sergeant Isted being in charge of the driver>

e
: z r mfiﬂr
“At Victoria Station a large crowd had assembled © ™ e

|ders
h were filled with wreaths prDCfﬁcd':d 34 [T :'f ’ r‘u:-‘h
ANmbkd in th.c CDl.l.l‘tyard Elf:: th‘t Erc[]'lﬂt[]ﬂ““thnk.ﬁi L
number of Indian mourners of both sexes, “rhf; :.Lﬂ"" :
mw :mm as the C{]l‘ttgt cntcl'fd the enckt Qo
The service was according to the rite Of e dece®
religion, a reformed Brahminism of which 4

8



was a most distinguished member and supporter. It began with a

hymn, intoned in 2 strange wailing, chant in Hindustani, The
Brahmo-Somat religion resembles Unitarianism in many of its
features and a larpe proportion of the phrases used 1in the burial

service were drawn, but slightly altered, from the English Prayer
Book.”’

‘At the close, Mr.Sen (the Maharajah’s brother-in-law) delivered
a brief culogium of the deceased, in which he apnkc of his
qualitics as a ruler and soldier. His chief characteristic however

said Mr.Sen was love for his fellow-men and the Maharajah’s
favourite saying was “God 18 love”, The life of the late ruler

showed that this was no empty form of words, with him who
uttered it, The widow of the Maharajah and those who had the

honour of associating with him knew that not only in his love of

God, but in love for his fellow-men the late ruler stood
pre-eminent,’

‘Concluding his address the speaker said the Maharajah’s cldest
son would recite the final prayer and he invited the congregation
to join in, Then came a very touching and impressive scene. The
young Maharajah leaving hliﬁ place near the clergyman went to
the head of the coffin. Standing there alone and with difficulty in
mastering his cmotion, he raised his hand and said “In the name
of God, the Almighty Father, I commit these last remains of my

beloved father to your kﬂCPir{B- That in him which is immortal
will always live, the mortal dics and perishes in the flame. God
keep and bless him in Your holy care”

‘After being cremated in ljrpdnn the ashes were B i &
bromze urmn to be taken to India for interment .’

“I'te Maharance of Cooch Behar sent g message on behalf of
herself and family to than the numerous residents and visitors in
Bexhill who have s0 kindly sent messages of sympathy in her

great bereavement.’




The New Mﬂharﬂj’dh
In the Bexhill Obseyver  Of lBthanuarY 1917
notice appeared—
“I'he Maharajah of Cooch Bejy,,

i .II}I-':. ff-".!_,:p"'_‘lh &

Installation Ceremony

‘With the memory of the deeply impressive funers| of .
Maharajah of Cooch Behar fresh in their minds ¢, . ™
installation of his son as ruler will have specigf 4, -~ °
Bexhillians says the Sphere — “The new Maharagah of ¢4 -}?.;*‘Jr
(Raj Rapendra Narayan) the fertile Bengal State, was iy, o z
his ancestral throne by the Lieutenant Governor (4 P;
representing the British government just in time for the [y,
He begins his reign with the sympathy and good wishes of 4,
British public, who will remember the moving scene 2 1
father’s funeral, when he consigned the body to the flames wirs -
last prayer and saluted the bier which was draped with 2 Unios
Jack.”

“The Maharajah has been educated at Ajmere College with ot
Indian princes and also at Eton and Oxford, thus combining £z
and West in his training and in his ideals. He may become =
great a favourite with the British public as was his father, yet e
seems to be closely in touch with his subjects. Affer ™
installation he ordered an elephant procession and ”?dt_ 7o
head of it through his capital so that the humblest of hud&”?’:;
might see him face to face, a privilege unprecedente :m}ﬁ
history of Cooch Behar. In a photograph his HIgh" ™ o,
together with the Lieutenant-Governor O rht.r kjir‘.' with
Governor standing on the right, a guard of 12" * of Bt

. B s
spears stands behind and along onc side a group &
officials are shown”’

’
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The Memorial Fountain

A ﬁ’:u: weeks later on, the following letter was sent to the
Mayor of Bexhill from the Dewar of the State of Cooch Behar on

behalf of the Maharajah
‘Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of an extract from the report of

the P‘lt’:asurt Grounds Committee of the Town Council at their
meeting on 23rd.October 1911, on the subject of the fountain ©

be erected to the memory of His Highness the late Maharajah of

Cooch Behar which has been sent to me under your direction.”

“The present Maharajah and the others members of his family
have learnt with great satisfaction that the Town Council have
agreed to accept and forever maintain the memorial fountain and
that they have decided to place the fountain as near as practicable
to the residence in which the late Maharajah died”’

 am now desired to convey an expression of warmest
acknowledgements on behalf of the family for the great honour
you and the Town Council have done to the memory of his late
Highness by allowing his name to be intimately associated with
the place where he breathed his last. It will be adding greatly to
Grounds Committee to undertake the duty of obtaining 2
suitable Memorial Fountain, at a cost of £100, as it will not be
convenient for us from this distance to send for designs and
estimates and to approve them.”

‘In conclusion, 1 am desired by the present Maharajah to express
ahopcthatth:mattcrwlﬂnnwbcmmhhmdmthc
Memorial Fountain will soon be placed in its position. I shall
forward to you the aqmunt of £100 [h.I'CH.Igh our London
Agents, Messrs. Henry King & Company, on hearing from you’
“Yours faithfully,
Dewar of State of Cooch Behar?

11
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“The letter was IECtiVEd with applau,?c b}, the
Council. The Mayor mDVf:_d a resolution ‘which again ¢y
the Council’s high appreciation ,Df the gift ang undtnaﬁijfsscd
erect and maintain the Fountain. g to

‘The late Maharajah’s Memorial Fountain is to be erect
Colonnade. The Town Council accepts the design gy
Messrs. Doulton & Co.,Ltd. for a 14ft. fountain in
«Carrara Stoneware at the proposed sum of £110”

Memberg (f the

d Ocar the
Mitted by

“The representatives of the late Maharajah have sent the Towy
Clerk in connection with the Memorial a beautiful gold plat
inscribed as follows—

“In Memoriam-His Highness Maharajah Sir Nripendra
Narayan Bhup Bahadur of Cooch Behar”’

The Marriage of Prince Jitendra

However before the Memorial Fountain was dedicated morc

information concerning the family was reccived and appeared In
the Bexhill Chronicle of May 10th 1913—

‘News has been received from Bombay of the breaking off of €
projected marriage between Princess Indira daughte! i lTFahl
Gackwar of Baroda and Prince Jitendra, brother of ic Mahi{iaﬂht
of Cooch Behar, who is well known in Bexhill, having ﬂﬂt?cs in
town during the stay here of his father. The P mmm:;d that
respect of the marriage had been arranged, but It prﬂfal’rm‘?ﬁﬁ
when the Prince made a formal proposal for the hand © ot 25"
Indira the Gackwar and the Maharanee of Barod3 dlj l:-:r ‘
to the request. Prince Jitendra. however still hop® aratio® o
them to reconsider their decision and meantim¢ PP

© marriage were in full progress.” 0 9

12
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Never-the-less the seeming impossible happened and  three
months later the tollowing appeared in the Bexhill Chronicle —

"chhilliam will heartily join in wishing the Maharajah Kumar
Jitendra Narayan of Cooch Behar who was married to the

Pmu;u Indira, daughter of the Gackwar of Baroda, much
happiness in their married life.”

Prince Jitendra, 2 son of the late Maharajah of Cooch Behar, who
30 Jong resided in Bexhill and brother of the present Maharajah is
well known to many of our readers and spent much of his youth
n our midse.”
“The ceremony on Monday was of a very quict character. Soon
after 10 o/clock the bridegroom, wearing Indian robes of white
sifkc and gold, arrived at Buckingham Palace Hotel where the
ceremonies were performed. The first of these was the

reception of the Prince into the Brahmo religion. Afterwards
there was the civil ceremony at Paddington Registry Office.’

Following the civil ceremony the marriage took place at the hotel
iy accordance with the Brahmo rites.’

T'he Death of H.H. Maharajah Rajendra

MW ﬂflht {#Hily and well-wishers now hDPtd thgy had a

of tranquillity before them after the tragic carly death
m’]" which had occurred only two years before. It
was with gieat sadness, therefore that only a week later
Bextsiffians read the following when they opened their local paper
death of the Maharajah of Cooch Behar which
Wows d' #rm House, Chff Avenue, Cromer on Monday
e was received with regret in Bexhill owing to the close
o the town with the Indian ruler’s family and the
coancidence that it was only two years age that his
ed away at Bexhill. On that occasion the young prince
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was & well-kenown figare i the town and e
who witnessed the funeral procession fey will T
figgure i Indian turban and dress whe f), "
behind the coffin’

‘His Highness, who was only 29 years of ape
Cromer for the past fortnight and was to |y, |
by his brother, whose recent marriage in 1ondop, :r," Jouied [y,
Indira of Baroda attracted so much public Interegt ,r
of the Maharajal’s serious condition the bride 4.
hastened to Cromer from Maidenhead where they were gpeng;

the first portion of their honeymoon, “I'he young ]ndjérr], En{.i’”_g
had passed away after a reign of but two years, MahamjﬂTﬂ“?
Rajendra Narayan, though a keen Sportsman was sr:mcwh::
eclipsed by the personality of his father whose repeated visits l:f;l

this country and the personal friendship with Kine |
p with King Edward,
made l!,rh the most familiar of Indian potentates in English

society,

Al

Carny
le and by grmn%

The Brahmo Religion

1At Maharajah had scant time in which to leave any mark ot
e TECoas of his State and an almost incessant conditon %
o ndered his official works doubly arduous. The hore

[ O ..:; t ‘ﬂ‘x th, ﬂw chi]d of his fﬂrg::{lﬂllﬂhrfll
SO0 Behar and of the Maharanct, mnS:ml:lj- I

" . " iy n* ’f founder of the Br f]h

' « Ak

» ': i . HHI;"]HL ‘
¢ b ’EI lﬂ‘idﬂntﬂ [If rhﬁ] 15 1nwi.'1-’l

) l.‘. iilﬁ""

Wealisation of Hindu tradition: = -
R . 1y denount®™ o che
although Sen with

: el hl¢
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herself to English society and the recent matiidige ©F - FIIICEss
pretty” to an Anglo-Indian planter has hmfr} welcomed in the
inmost circles and Simla and Delhi socicty. I,ht marriage of the
ate Maharajah’s brother to the l"rmccsrf lndu':} of Baroda took
slace only one week ago. The relatives of the Prince present at his

death were his mother, the Maharance of Cooch Ll‘h:h;ar, his
srother the Maharajah Kuma Jitendra N ayarar and his wife and
three sisters, the Princesses Jukrite, Previta and Judhra and his
uncle, Mr.Sen.’

The Funeral of H.H. Maharajah Rajendra

‘Cremation in LLondon.’

‘The remains of the Maharajah were cremated on Wednesday
afternoon at Golder’s Green Cemetery, the ashes being conveyed
afterwards to Palace Court, where they will lic in a silver casket
until they are removed to India. Although Brahmo ceremonials
were conducted with some pomp in the privacy of the Palace
Court, the service in the crematorium was of the simplest nature.
Only about a score of the late Maharajah’s relatives, officers and
scrvants travelled by the special train of five coaches, which
brought the remains from Cromer to Cricklewood, where a few
more joined the procession to Golder’s Green .’

‘Among the principal mourners were the Maharajah Kumar
Jitendra Nayaran and his wife, Princess Sudhira (sister), Dr.Sen
and Mr.and Mis.Peter Sen, Judge N.N.Sen and four aides-

de-camp, Mr.Raikut, Mr.Kumal-Na-Rayon, Mr.N.Gupta and
Mr.and Mrs.S.N.Roy.’

Cloth of purple and white was used to drape part of the
ffmatorium, which was further brightened by a profusion of
Palms and beautiful flowers. Seated near the relatives were the
deceased’s officers in gorgeous scarlet and gold state uniforms

15
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and Indian servants in blue liveries with turbapy (o Bl bl

white cloth, Iicutenant-Colonel  Sie James ”“Hl:: }‘:: and
represented the Secretary-of-State for India gy rnhﬂﬁ “:n'uh
included Dr.Hamilton Allen, who attended the f,¢, M:;}n,l- et
his final illness, DrJohnston, My Pezey (secretary, a‘lvl’”;.f' i
Mrs Williams, Mrs. Davidson and Mrs, Beverly ? ALK,

‘New Ruler’s Prayer,’

‘Brahmo prayers having been recited in English by Judge Sen the
Maharajah of Cooch Behar, who was attired in 4 ary ;yr.
lounge suit with soft silk collar, advanced and placing his riglﬁ
hand on the coffin, offered up the following prayer— 1y 1},
name of the Father and in the name of the Son, I commit these
last remains of my most beloved brother to the fire, That which i«
mortal will burn away and perish, but the immortal liveth, The
Lord keep and bless the departed soul in everlasting peace”, The
Prince having raised his hand above his head, the coffin was

N

'-n_l'ﬁ.- et
- . -}

= s

withd MW and the simple ceremony was concluded”

tiful wreaths were borne on the hearse and in another
m being a crown of purple blooms on a square

¢ Maharajah and his wife and another large

cess Ghosal who was unable to be present

: Cooch Behar State Council also sent a floral
I devotion” and among others who
simuar e S remembrance were Maj:;r-ﬁmltml
‘ans, Mr.A.Ezra, Miss Flora 1, Wood and Mrs.Oscar

-
g

& ) lr
LS

iving the full name of the

i birth, April 11th,1880 and of his dc®
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The Dedication of the Memorial

In spite of the death of the Maharajah, the arrangements for the

dniimtinn ceremony of the Memorial Fountaimn went forward, as
L e, . 1 T ; Y & ™ o i

<hown in the Bexhill Chroniele tol 1 3th. September 1913

(A communication has been l'E:L‘ﬂiW:.‘LI h}’. ll_ut M;-I}H}I' lrrnln. llht'
Maharajah of Cooch Behar, innmnr!ng his intention Of ,vm““r‘
Rexhill on Thursday the second :mnw::r,:;:u*}; of his father’s : lcath
and dedicating the fountain erected to his father’s memory.

It is the wish of the Maharajah and his family that the death of
the late Maharajah which occurred r::cunrfy should not interfere
with the arrangements previously made.’

On the 18th.September, the opening of the Cooch Behar
Memorial took place—

“The erection 1in England of a Memorial to a ruler of an Indian
State must be an incident of a unique character and those who
were privileged to witness the ceremonial opening of the
Maharajah of Cooch Behar Fountain at Bexhill on Thursday

afternoon were spectators of an event of rare occurrence and
world-wide interest.’

“The proceedings were admirably arranged and ‘though bricf in
duration, they could hardly have been of a more suit
character. The Mayor, who is always seen at hj

occasions had the able support of the Mayoress, while the Town

d?k had spared no effort to make the ceremony agrecable to the
tnguished visitors who were honouring ¢l | g
1€ town wit Al

iy 2 ith theit

able
s best on such

The Maharajah and His Worship the Mayor de
Pltform for His Highness to turn on the w
untain. The Mayor then made his speec

scended from the
ater which supplics

Made h; | e h and His Highness o 0
: my gr:l:ml‘:;ply as follows—“In the first instance, I must %cmlcr Py
honour ¢, € 10 you and also to the residents of Bexhill, for the Lk
H}llnmin t;}'ﬂhﬂ”t Li]l'liﬂ'rrt:d on our !h“‘ily h}! ul.ﬂfl‘i”g rtli"i g Ci
1€ memory of my beloved ang Hlustrious father, It !
- . Africa
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is both a pleasant and a sad dUt‘}’: that I aM asked to perform
today. Pleasant because all our family ppreciate what the Citizens
of Bexhill did for my father during his illness, also
they paid him on the day of his funeral. Sad becayse
of the end of one who was so dear to us and w
himself to all who came into contact with him by his cha,rmmg
personality. When we brought my dear father to th;q healthy
seaside resort in 1911 on the recommendation of hjs physicians
we all hoped that he would get well and long be spared to us. But
God willed it otherwise and took unto Him the tired soul who
did so much to bring the East and West together and who
brought the little known State of Cooch Behar into such
prominence. And sad again because of the great loss we have so
lately suffered in the death of my beloved elder brother to whom
the town of Bexhill was so dear and who even in his tliness was so
~ anxious to perform the dedication. Your Worship, Mayoress,
- Ladies and Gentlemen, I shall not take up more of your time, L
~ on behalf of my wife, mysclf and my family, express to you again

-
T

‘ the hﬂnﬂur
It reminds ys
ho endeareg

our sincere gratitude for erecting this Memorial to the memory
‘of my dear father.”

-
(g
o

_young Maharajah who has been suddenly called to the

[Tulershup of the State of Cooch Behar on the lamented death of
s brother made an excellent impression. Wearing a turban and 2

native dress, he presented a striking figure. His speech
T delivered, speaking clearly but rather rapidly, his

Sy
landsome
B e
L 3
¥ =

. Phainly heard by the several thousands of people :
'h m and the reference to his late father and the town -
) * could not have been more felicitously expressed.’ «

Pt ol the Public, the greatest interest was evinced in the G
:c:r*: L ._.':'-r:.; = H hcr - I:.:u‘[g bhfk Bl
gy the numerous suite were also in mourning o
e s ™ Smaller in starure than her husband o -
5 -u_. = hle : ‘Wiﬂ] i e nmd-csl‘_‘-' and was
S charmin

-------



1f uct presented to
| | beautiful boug
' leased with the very
obviously p A
her by the Mayoress.

W ' rince the

- :llrlly Indhian Prine e,

Asg > ! » powerful and we ‘ .

¢ daufrhrLr of the p | e g

(5 Iiwar of Barndﬂ, Her Highncss Wis C{flltdl{:tl 1 :Irllﬁllm” o
' SEC Im: s :

'ﬂ;mn:ﬁ}rc thnl'{mghl conversant w:rh Western

1§ y

cusmms.’

‘After the opening ceremony and at the i:wrrar!nn Of (r‘hf.lt 1"«/1;1;,/-:1111'1r
His Highness and his suite afterwards took tea in the Co :;unrlu_. {1
Reserved places for His Worship, the Mayoress, the Maharajal

and the Maharanee and their immediate relations were laid on in
the inside bandstand ’

This part of the afternoon’s

proceedings was marked by a
presentation by the Maharajah of a gold cigarette case and gold

match box to the Mayor and a silver cigarctte case and silver
match box to the Town Clerk (Mr.T.E.Rodgers). The pifts were
handed over quite informally with the request that they would be
accepted as a memento of the occasion; both the clgarette cases
and the match boxes were engraved with the initials “C, 3.7 >

Large crowds awaited the departure from the Colonnade of the
distinguished visitors,”

Later News of the Family

For a while nothing more was heard of the fa

U Observey  of January 8th.1916, there
Mnouncemeny..

‘A son and heir has been born to the Mal
of Coochy Behar,?

Nd latey o

mily until in the
was the foll wing

arajah and Maharanee

‘A day

May 31511919

the Maharajaly and Mal

‘ arance of Coochy
Square, Londeop »
e was g

Far23, p wtland

Q‘_‘ 23ﬂ‘l.0f:tuh::r the

r.llurl.u‘hing Notice iy (he Bexdnll
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“Incorrect reponts have 1ecemtly appraed wy i e
w the effect that the Mahaagh of x4}, Vet one ",j '
uuk;muh nt ruling Lmuw A Indhia, w Vyiny Sty 14 !
lll"“"ﬁ e at Polkestinie M:ﬂl;’*"/’ " !M_I'.-i’g:;,.,;,{.
recalled the pleruresgue 1omance oA the 1474l ¢/ g 99, It il
remembered that the Mahatagh was iattied i 19174 4, v, e
Indira, the beautiful daughter of the fabniknity rich Cat o,
lhmda Her family desired her to marry the Matvtagh of 40,
of Gwalior, but the Poincess was i ke wigh the dashin g Vs
Jitendra Nayaran of Cooch Behar (a6 he then was) Mot
would induce her to ‘Wﬁ hirn up. Bhe was to have hﬂ!h frvareies
to P‘m ]“’ ) (m bt two I’J/v befone the CERESHAYY 47
itate father rushed her o to Varis,

“hh“ Jitendra dashed across to Bombay from Caleutta, casghe
e next mail steamer and went o Varis o interview the
ackwar, the miler of Baroda, However, he heating of the
‘ arrival hastened o St Moritr, mhng his datsghter with

rl‘i ";r fi

T k
4 fﬂ!.:*ju

m “ and pkﬂdlﬂg l’?j{ her ardent lowver had
ar nhwam comsented to the union

l’h“h ’% r Office on 25th. August
will Ifn: well remembered by

h’ he resided in here for some time and died in the

i report mentioned above tusned out 1o be f,-nf,f
mﬂ Wﬂ artiche in the Beonil Chromidde A

haloudm nugsing home on Wednesday A
oY %'&* 4 36 ﬂ‘ﬁl’
yan o ajah was agfe
" ".-%-?,L iday, lt m be remembered that '"‘ father
| W i€ Parade at Bexhill.. the successor 1 the
m m 'ﬂ“l’y m‘ft h:" ﬂu-ﬂ-lﬂ'fl!
| _:' / & quarter of a century” mm“h y
Nl . a "
N8 ¢ MW kf: ::’n:r;‘l;f“"k‘ with
: 3#‘ Ll ’gw"l'l I




the present Maharajah Javara
second daughter.

11 ¢ containing thie
"[hﬁ Maharantc 15 takmg h:‘ILk t

; .l ‘,:lt'l'l i” [;mflfm (T }H". 1!‘:?!‘:

as:hf:S et :ziﬂ:.];u:h i‘llz}:{t:;::{lllitlﬂ recently. ' hr; follerw 26

l():om;iayﬂz?jrlthc ashes of his father Maharajah .‘rferI' fr;pﬂ;;h’a

Y il 1 s¢ Of his Drofnes

Narayen who died in Bexhill in 191 ld:lntd( t:;;f; 5 e

Maharajah Rajendra Narayan who died at C1¢ B Goien, The

1913, both of whom were also crc{ﬁ:atcd at (O t::"l 5 }:, 7 4 Ff‘,:

sshes will be deposited with due religious rites beside those ; r : :

late Maharajab’s father and elder brother in a beautiful }mar e
mausoleum in the rose garden at the Cooch Behar palace.

In November 1932 news was received of—

‘the Dowager Maharanee of Cooch Behar, whose death has taker

place in India at the age of 68. She will be remembered in Bexhill
as the wife of the Maharajah who died here in September 1911

and 2 memorial to whom in the form of a fountain stands on the
cliff behind the Colonnade.’

‘The Maharanee, a charming little lady, who came to Bexhill on
several occasions in after years, was one of the pioneers of social
advancement and intellectual development among the women of
India. In the latter part of her life the Maharanee suffered many
zgcrrnws, lzs)i;g her husband and two sons at an early age. she
“At a good deal of time in this country enjoyin 'd]: manv
friendships which she and her late . ol
i El:’ngﬁsh vy husband had formed wich

The late Princess wrote an autobiography in which Ingeresnng
Sy 0 v g
onnections wicth Bexhill She

refoot to honour
- The State clephant of whi nour the
: which he h. o
m&m mpanied the mourners and all (e :”h:. had bee
Mmal’s cheeks, just as if he knew

memoy o

¥ n SO tond.
e tears rolled down

the beloved voice w as
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hushed for ever. The dumb beast’s sorrow touched )
witnessed it and 1 always hke to think the clephan
wonderful instinct shared our gricf.‘“ She also referred
garden at Cooch Behar Palace in which her loved ones ashes we
at a peaccful spot round which so many legends cluseer f
the Mausolkeum ".prayers are offered cvery cyenin, :

: nin
sometimes the boys go there alone in the moonlight. Ty Em::::

sillness of the Rose Garden is unbroken save for the mysic of the
birds and the mournful whisperings of the trees when the wind
speaks to them and the sleepers™”’

i “The Prince Victor Nit}’tﬂdﬂ son of the Maharajah Nripr:ndm
- was killed last Saturday while crossing the Great West Road. His
~ mother was the Maharanee Sunity Devee.’

those who

t h}’ SOme
to the old

Final Remarks
or items of local interest connected with the Cooch

1920°s the researcher of this information was 2

hild and remembers being taken to Marina Court Avenuc

Phe lady of the house asked her if she would like to sce 2

ST

T
P
B
et = S
: = T

il B
P ;.‘. -';I-.

The child expressed delight at the idea, but
cat when a little Indian baby was placed on her
' ﬂ was the daughter of the Maharajah of

i

- F.
o 5

“* iend of mine knew a young M Fqn:c

% subsequently drafted overseas to India, bel's

ed in Cooch Behar. He told my friend tlrlLm‘:h[hm

g ’ inviting them
7 and good to them all, inviting

lay t his own cleven. At th_‘”
' tion with the Cooch Behat

x

- .-1'..__.__




' ' /e WErIE
baby and the Maharajah mentioned above

ah Sir Ji Naravyan, second
e late Maharajah Sir ]ltﬂndrahD dig:j B

l'lTHlII'l‘l:ll‘ll}’ the

‘ i []l‘ tl]
. ]t.‘ L‘I‘IiLIlc[I ; ‘. : .. :

in 1911. | e
Finally there was a reference to the fat;;: l:'il: fjnbls?:lmlziu;cmd
in thrf Rexhill Observer of July 2158 . B et o
at that time the Ca:msrguard Cottages were 11‘1% i -
‘rhr: surrounding ground cleared to make way for the proposc
De La Warr Pavilion.

‘Regrettable as it 1§ In some respects that ‘thc removal of the
Cooch Behar Memorial from 1ts site behind the Colonnade
became inevitable with the use of the land for town improvement
purposes.”

‘The drinking fountain commemorates a Maharajah who was a
great sportsman and a wise ruler of an Indian State and who
spent the last weeks of his life in a house on the Parade by the
Colonnade. It was unveiled during the Mayoralty of the lare

Mr.Daniel Mayer. In a sheltered nook in the Park, the Memorial
will probably be seen to better advantage than it ever was.’

a3



Further remarks about the I"nnily

[t wa
This book has been concerncd with oy Jibera
] ne o ' _ T
Cooch Behar and has only made p;um"u,'“.l,l:,rl EM'”””"’I;*"- o opin*
!I‘I{Hht'.'l‘ﬁ, wives and daudhters, ‘These ladies b SIe O theis show
influence both in Cooch Behar and India and | :wt had 4 grea worm:
British actions and opinion, Ve even affected exam|
When HH Nripendra Nayar: ¢ She ¥
Il a Nayaran succeeded 1o the > -
months a British commissioner :uimiui*:lrr:-:l l:i t.] SENe e o B
attained his maioritv. We re: : : o 1€ State until he iﬂd ]
; RJOIILY, Vvé read i Gayatri Devils A Pring Maha
Mfu ,T”m l‘hll::ll‘ his mm'l_u:r and grandmother botly OppH ,{;”f:r and ci
Hl:;?a:’:d?q l!nu;;{l 'pltl;m for his education to be i'mn;ﬂrnﬂ ';" Calcu
1t officials had to agree to their cond ban o sl ili
: ‘ 4 ition for ; 2 dilige
| thizit {:E‘ would be married to an Indian girl I}r:inr;; ]In::irzpp;":, Tftl Bcngg:
;l:m ityl:;g:;:prmcd c:;u Western decadence, The pirl chr;ff:n a:.r::, quart
vi, an educ i iy i i :
Ol der S::n (lﬂsﬂmmd Bengali 5:;], {}:Ill};l:t{:r of Keshub Indir:
e -1884), one of India's most remarkable car.
hose ideas influenced Rabindranath Tagore and Mah:
Gandhi, The marriage was in effect a betrothal 8 he waf-.:;:-}d”m; oo
; s he was 15 and
gl: wﬁdw' The marriage proper took place on his return from {:-:jr:ﬂ
gland when he was 18 and she was 16, this ¢
}mubgf? l:hcmf'y came to Englanq for Queen Victoria's Golden the de
I 1land st tume I:tht an Indian ruler had taken his Maharan five cl
B 'ﬂll:llu'gul -i'!t was written at that time that ‘among the many was a
e IL‘:“ who came to England during the summer of acted
. IIP-I b}lrlu Ir respects to our gracious Queen on the occasion SOn at
Rk ieed atren ti::m there were few who were received with more The s
BNnterest and by her Majesty, or who attracted more general HH ¢
»E‘ " Behu,:ympﬂmh than the Maharajah and Maharani of Cooct
".l'-.ﬂ'-'-l'l | :
* E:d"c’i was an outstanding and popular figure in ondon gﬂ'ﬁ
favourit ved freely with the Royal family besides being ba
favourite with Queen Vietoria,” (Padmini Suthiandharm) Indep,
' Rajast
She y,.

24



. qestone in the

.+ owas a milest

, 3 yd which . o
¢ fourncy to Englal with orthodox

e i'llndi*ufwmm:n. Such a venture broke wi

. aelelods ctions she
¢ was much puhhc crificism. By her 2 t_ o 2
g ( the zenand need not cut O

d by her rravels abroad sct an

[t wa
liberation © |

i d ther
ypinion an I |
{lpnw;:d chat the enclosed wot Id O
y om the outside world an

woman fr |
example for other maharani to follow.

ste several books including an autul'lnngr??lZy ‘;!:dq rtil;li:i
nentioned i the bibliography together with dc dl :: .ht.;,r =
.nd Bengali songs. Two schools were fﬂl'lﬂ_l :!5 }’f gl
Maharani Girl's School in Darjecling, where children O ¢
and creeds were taught and a rechnical school for poor women 1
Calcutta. Her charitable works werc numerous and she worked
diligently to encourage the emancipation r:?f the womcen of
Bengal although when in Cooch Behar she lived in the zenana
quarters. Purdah finally met its end when her daughter-in-law

Indira, wife of Prince Jitendra arrived in Cooch Behar in an open
car.

She Wit

The romantic story of the courtship of Princess Indira and Prince
Jitendra has been told above. This again was a flouting of Indian
traditions and concept of all that is correct and having overcome
this the next great challenge in her life came in 1922 following
the death of her husband. She was left to bring-up her family of
T; children and at the same time, because I:’rinc: Jagaddipendra
a minor, at the request of Lord Reading the Viceroy, she
acted as regent. Thus she was the ruler of Cooch Behar until her
%on attained his majority. _
'E; acond daug_htr:r. of l’rincr,rlitcndm and Princess Indira is
. yatri Devi, Raymata of Jaipur, and she has followed in h
w;”.lfc“d‘ fchhmﬂg grandmother's and mother's fmtstcps As thcutlhi:;
Maharajah of Jaipur 4
unfettered fifestyle fofr the gdaﬁara;?‘uiﬁ]ﬁuy t:,mrﬂductd v
husband and eoloving o ful suc;al . g abroad with her
| fe. Followi '
w“ﬂmmlgf;m”“““ became Head of State of Gorar

State of G
she supported him in W o Grreater
e s, thus, drawn into lndif:?‘ Pﬁliticl:uzl i his political role.
1 tim

ately standing for
25
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parliament in 1962, winning h::_r seat by the larpest mai:

any candidate in a democratic election. [n EIQTSTHES]EHW of
imprisoned by the Congress Party led by Indira Gap (ﬂ?_ was
spent several months in appalling conditions. I and

She has founded a school and written her autob; ,

her grandmother and since the death of her hui%:ip; j;in?:l3 tdlld
withdrawal from politics, has devoted much of her life to he] i;r
the people of Jaipur to improve their standard of living by sctpting
up workshops for the production of textiles and ceramics ﬁ:u%

export.

COOCH BEHAR

The Coat of Arms of Cooch Behar
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parhament w1902, winning ber seat by the harge:
ay candiiae 2 democnatie ekction. Iy l‘;“‘“h tv of
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Postscript

- ' ; of the
ber 1998, the cighty seventh Mxtpai} i
funcral of F°0 Bhaminh FEEEEY Nl}?ﬂ‘;ﬁam
s delighted and proud to welcome HH (2y2 R e and
of Jaipur, granddaughter of Maharajah I\Irll:itil':ll"l NS e
iaughter of Maharajah Jitendra Nayaran, to open its exhibinon
Bexhills Maharajah’. Accompanying her were two further
wekome guests, Mrs. G. Gambam, also a granddaughter of
Mzharajah Nripendra Nayaran and daughter of
ogether with her daughter Diane Garmham, a great

ughter of Maharajah Nripendra Nayaran.
The Raymata and Mrs. Garnham both donated famuly
ngr_;phsofm object to the Muscum collections the most
mpressive of which is a gold cigarette case given by the
MahmphmmEdward,PrinCtodecsmhisappo”mm:tntas
an honorary ADC in 1887. This was returmned by Queen
M:nndnu;uht;h;cMahmjahasa‘mcmcnm, suitably inscribed, in
mﬂmxym husband following the death of King Edward

On 21st. Scpem

Association's .
year and will be remembered
Mmmmehﬂaw‘ hah‘gﬁn}c b}r
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This book 1y |:Il|1h'—lllll i) '"”"“l"”"}’ 1 '?iflllulj;,”
Bexhill's Maharajah' which opened on 214 Septembe: I“:L:I“I
Bexhill Muscum, It tells the story of the conned tlon wich &, ’| a
of Sie Nopendra Narayan, Maharajah of Croycly Bebas wh“*“J'-'Inll
from 1863 until has death in 22, Channel View, “"Hl;lll = jl:,;,]i
September 1911, and of his immediate family, by means ’f};
extracts from local newspapers of the time, The onigmnal spellings
in the newspapers have been retained, The compiler has added
some personal recollections of her own.

Phyllis Burl, who compiled this book, was born and lived her life
in Bexhill. She never married. Her carly years were spent in her
parents house, one of the Coastguard ( ottages on the Horn, In
the thirties these were demolished to make way for the De 1.
Warr Pavilion and Phyllis and family moved to St Patricks
Crescent where, sadly, she died in August 1997 having lived
there for some 64 years.

Her working method was to copy out all extracts she made In
capital letters. Later she would make a copy of these, also in
capitals, in the form of a book into which she included copics of
llustrations and photographs which she considered appropriate.
Her consuming passion was the local history of the town and she
kept up her rescarch almost to the end of her life. It was a
privilege to know and work with her.

garten Rosd, Baxhill-nn-5es,
Kase Susses TN39 JHL

Tolaghscsne 01414 787960
St
g
Rogaumsd { barsy fia Jad0id
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