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RH&PEGDE}M&HT]&, *Fuﬂ:&?up—m’!sm, among the H.t‘lﬁE:l‘ItS,
a fpecies of divination performed with the works or rhap-
fodies of the pocts, particularly Homer and Virgil, who
were looked upon as divine and infpired perlons; whence
this kind of divination was called fortes Homerice and Vir-

ilane., Patter, Archzol, Grec. 1. 2. c. 16. Tom. L p. 333
bee SorTEs, Gyl

RHEEDIA, in botany, the name of a genus of plants, fo
cailed from Mr. Van Rheed. The characters of the genus are
thefe : the flower has no cup. It confifts of four petals,
which are of an oval figure, and are hollowed, and expand-
ed wide open. The ﬁamiﬂa are five filaments, The per-
men of the piftil is globofe. The fruit is fmall, and of an
oval figure, Itis fucculent, and confifts only of one cell,
and contains three very large feeds, which are of an oval
oblong figure, and marked with ftrangely irregular lines,
refembling feveral charadters. Linnei Gener. Plant. p. 523,
Plumier. 18.

RHEGMA, a word uled by the antients to exprefs any break-
ing, or burfting of a foft part without a wound, but moit
frequently for abfcelles breaking inwardly.

RHENONES, among the antient Germans, a kind of gar-
ment covering the Thoulders and breatt down to the middle.
It was either l::ntiri:l}r made of {kins, or covered over with
them; the long hair of which being outward, proved a
sood defence againdt rain.  Pirf, in voc.

RHEQ-STATICS, is ufed by fome for the ftatics, or the fcience
of the equilibrium of fluids. Caffel. Math, Univ. p. 73

RHEUMATISM (Cyel.)—In obftinate rheumatefms fmall dofes
of emetic wine are much recommended by Dr. Huxham.

RHEXIA, in natural hiftory, the name of a genus of plants,
the charalters of which are thefe. The perianthium con-
fifts of one leaf; it is of an oblong figure, tubular, inflated
at the bottom, and divided into four fegments at the mouth,
It remains after the flower is fallen. The flower confifts of
four petals; they are of a roundith figure; they fland ex-
panded, and are affixed to the cup. he ftamina are eight
capillary filaments longer than the cup. Thele are affixed
to the cup, and are terminated by long drooping antherz.
The germen of the piftil is roundifh, the ftyle is fimple,
and of the length of the ftamina. The ftigma is fomewhat
thick and obtufe. The capfule is contained within the
belly, or inflated part of the cup ; it is roundith, compofed
of four valves, and containing four cells, This contains a
number of roundith feeds. It is to be obferved, that in
fome fpecies of this genus the calyx is fmooth, in others it
has feveral hairs difpofed in a ffellated manner. Linnei
Gen. Pl p. 161, Plubnet, f. 173. f. 4. Groncvins.

RHINANTHLUS, in botany, the name of a genus of plants,
the charafters of which are thefe. The perianthium is
roundith, but comprefled, fomewhat inflated and compofed
of one leaf, divided into four fegments at the end. This
is permanent, and dees not fall with the fower. The
flower is of the labiated kind, and confifts of cne petal.
Its tube is of the length of the cup, its limb open but com-
prefled at the bafe.  ‘The upper lip is hooded, compreiled,
marginated and narrow ; the under lip is broad, flat, and
obtule, and lightly divided into three fepments ; the middle
one fomewhat larger than the reft. The {tamina are four
filaments, of the length of the upper lip of the flower, un-
der which tliey are hid, two of them are fomewhat fhorter
than the others, The anthera: are incumbent, and are bifid
and hairy. The germen of the piftl is oval and comprefled.
Thhe ftyle is capifﬂr}-'., and of the length of the ftamina, or
fomewhat more than that. The ftigma is obtufe and bent.
The fruit is an erect orbicular but comprefled capfule, it is
compofed of two valves, and divided into two cells. ‘The
feeds are numerous, and of a fatted figure, and fall out b
the opening of the capiule at its fides. Linnei Gen, P,

. 282,

R[gINE (Cyel.)—Rruine, in ichthyology, a name given by
Ariftotle, Appian, and moft of the Greek writers to that
fpecies of the fgualus, which we ufually call the Guating ;
the [guatus of lfidore and Pliny, Artedi has diftinguifhed
this from all the other fpecies of the fualus, by tlm%mv'mg
no pinna ani, and the mouth in the extremity of the fnout.

RHINECHITIS, 2 name of a chirurgical inflrument, ufed
for fyringing the noftrils,

RHINGAU, a name given by fome authars to the lvaretus,
a fmall fifh, caught in the German lakes, and fent in pickle
inta many parts of the world. #4llghby’s Hift, Pife, p. 1813,
See the article LavareTUS,

RHINOBATUS, in zoology, the name of a flat cartilaginous
fith, of the fguatina, or moené Jifb kind, bue differing from it
in this, that the body is proportionably longer, and the head
is more pointed ; and the mouth is a great way below the
end of the frout, and placed under the head. It is from
three to four feet long, and is common in the Mediterra-
nean, and bmught to market in fome parts of Naples,
Fab, Colummn. P IIQ.

RHINOCEROS, in zoology, the name of a genus of qua-
dfupﬁ[s, fo called from an horn growing on their nofe.

Of this genus there are only two known fpecies. 1. The
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rhingeeros with only one horn onits nofee 3 and, 2, The shi-
noceres with two horns, :
In the year 1739 we hada young rhimsceres thewn in'Eng-
land, of which Dr. Parlons has given a very accurate ac-
count in the Philofophical Tranfactions.
The creature fed on rice, fugar, and hay; his keeper ufed
to mix the rice and fugar in the following manner @ fevey
pounds of rice and three pounds of fugar made the provi-
fion for one day ; he eat this at three rm:ﬁs 3 and befides this
he eat about a trufs of hay every week, and a large quantity
of greens that were brought to him, at different times, and
of which he feemed more fond than of dried food. e drank
often, and always fwallowed a IMI%IE quantity of water at a
time. See Tab. of Quadrupeds, N° 13 and 14.
He appeared very peaceable in his temper, and bore to be
handled on any part of his body, with great patience, ex-
cept when he was hungry; but he was then always out-
ragious, as alfo when he was flruck. His molt viclent
paflions, even on the laft occafion, were however always
immediately appeafed by giving him victuals,
Notwithftanding the lumpilh afpet, and heavy make of this
creature, he would jump about very nimbly in his fits of
paffion, and often leap to a great height ; and one common
mark of his fury was the flriking his head againft the walls,
or any thing elfe that was in the way, and this he would do
with terrible violence. He was very apt to fall into thefe
paflions in a morning before his rice and fugar were given
him, and from the whole he appeared quite untraftable,
and feemed able, in his paffions, to have run fo faft, as that
a man on foot could not have efcaped him.
This creature was two years old, and did not exceed a
young heifer in height, but was remarkably broad and thick.
His head was very large; and the hinder part of it, near the
cars, remarkably elevated above the reft of the face, which
was flat, and funk down, in a remarkable manner in the
middle, rifing again toward the origin of the horn, butin a
much {maller degree. The horn ftands upon the nofe of
the animal as upon a fort of hill ; and when the fceleton of
the head is feen, that part of the fkull on which the horn is
fixed, is found to rife into a blunt cone, to anfwer to a ca-
vity in the bafis of the horn, which is very hard and folid ;
in other refpects, having no manner of hollow, or core,
like thofe of other quadrupeds. The horn in this young
animal did not rife above an inch high from its tough bafis,
and was black and fmooth at the top, but ragped down-
wards ; and the determination of its growth is backward,
not ftrait up ; this is very evidently feen in the horns of old
rhingcersfes, which are always curved in a confiderable de-
gree that way. If we confider the proportion of this ani-
mal’s fize, to the length of its horn, and thence carry the
proportion to that between the Iars_q; horns we {ee in the
muleums of the curious, we muft fuppofe the animal of a
very ftupendous fize, when at its full growth, Phil, Tranf.
N° 470. p. 530.
The fides of the under jaw, in this creature, ftand very
wide alunder, flanting outward to the lower edge, and
backward to the neck; the edzes turn outwards from this
{truéture of the bones, and the head neceflzrily looks very
large. T'hat part of the head which reaches from the forepart of
the horn to the upper lip may be called the nofe; this is
very thick, and bulky, and has a kind of circulsr {weep
down towards the nufiri]s ; on all this part there are a great
number of ruge or wrinkles.
The nollrils are fituated very low, in the fame direftion
with the opening of the mouth, and not more than an inch
from it ; and when viewed in a foreview, the whole nofe,
from the top of the horn to the verge of the lower lip, is
fhaped like a bell. The under lip is like that of an ox, but
the upper more like that of a horfe, and he ufes it as that
creature does, to gather up hay from the rack, or grafs
from the ground ; but, with this fuperior advantage, that
this creature has a power of extending this lip to fix or feven
inches in length from the nofe, and there drawing it to a
point 3 with this lip, thus extended, the creature is able to
grafp a ftick, or any fmall fubff-nce, and hald it extremely
faft ; and this power of prolonging the lips ferves, in many
purpofes, to the fame end as the trunk of that other un-
weildy animal the elephant.
The tongue of the rhinscerss isfaid to be fo rough as to be
able to rub a man’s fleth off from the bones; but, in this
oung fubjeét it was fo foft, that it refembled that of 2 calf,
t may poflibly grow harder with age; but the fory of its
effeCts feems of a piece with the many other falfe marvels
reported of this animal. The eyes are \:{Tsll and fleepy, much
like thofe of a hog in thape ; he feldom opens them entirely
and it is to be obferved, that they are fituated nearer the
nofe than thefe of any other known quadruped, The ears
are broad and thin toward the top, much like thofe of a hog;
but they arife cach from a narrow round bale, with fome
wrinkles on it, which iflues out of a finus, as it were fur-
rounded with a flelhy fold, The neck is very fhort, and
has two folds, or wrinkles, wholly furrounding it, only
that the anterier one is broken underneath ; and haz a flap
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hanging from it fo deep,. that it would contain a man’shand ;
from the middle of the pofterior plica of the neck, there arifes
another, which pafling backward, isloft before it reaches the
body. The thoulders are thick aﬂdl heavy, and have f-'_afh
a fold paffing downward. The body is very large and thick,
and ftands out at the fides like that of a cow with ¢calf. "The
legs are very thick and flrong, they are round, and fome-
what fmaller downwards than in the upper part ; and when
the creature ftands upright they bend inward at the knaee,
fo that they are nothing [ike frait, In fome quadrupeds the
fetlock bends to the weight of the animal, but in this crea-
ture there is no appearance of any fuch bending, fo that he
feems to ftand upon four flumps, elpecially when viewed
behind. He has three hoofs upon each foot forward, but
the back part is a great mafs of fleth, rough like the reft of
the fkin; and the fole of the foot is very plump and callous
in the furface, but ealily yielding to the preflure from the
foftnels of the fubjacent fleth, Tts fhape is like that of a
heart, with a blunt apex before, and a broad bafe behind.
The tail is very {mall in proportion to the fize of the ani-
mal, not exceeding {eventeen or eighteen inches in length,
and but thin or flender 5 it is very rough, and has a kind of
twilt or flrifture towards the extremities, ending in a flat
mafls ; this gave occafion to fome authors tu compare the
whole tail to a fpatula; on the fides of this flat part there
rew a few fhort, but very thick and flrong black hairs,
ut thefe grow much longer in the more advanced ftate of
the creature ; and are not round, like other hairs, but flat,
Tike {fmall pieces of whalebone. The ereature has no other
hair about it, except a very fmall quantity at the edge of the
ears.  See Tab. of Quadrupeds, N2 13 and 14,
The penis of the male rhtmsceras is of a very remarkable
flructure, being inclofed in two cafes, The female differs
in nothing from the male exeept in the pudendz, which are
fhaped like thofe of a cow.
The fkin of the rbimsceres is thick, and feems almoft impe-
netrable ; it feels like a piece of board of half an inch thick.
It is covered in all parts, more or lefs, with a fort of incruf-
tations, refembling fcales. Thele are fmall on the neck,
and largeft of all in the fhoulders and hips ; between the
folds of this thick fkin, the cuticle, which is left bare, is
foft, and eafily penetrable. The feabby ineruftations of
the fkin have been called fcales, by fome writers; burt this
is a very wrong term, for they have nothing of the nature
of feales, nor any thing of regularity in them.
The creature is of the retromingent, and therefore probably
of the retrogererative kind ; the penis, when erect, is not
more than nine, or at the utmoft ten inches long, and is
curved backward at the end. This was the defcription of
the rhinsceros thewn in England at this time, and of all the
others that have been feen in this part of the world as to the
]"Ecneral charadters; but though thefe creatures, which we
ave feen, have but one horn, it is very certain, that there
is a fpecies of rbinmocerss which has two,” Martial has men-
tioned a phingceros, as fhewn in the amphitheatre at Rome,
which had two horns ; but his commentators fuppofing
the copies erroncous, have been at great pains to alter it,
fo as to make it exprefs what they had feen or heard of, that
is a rhinsceros only with one horn : but it appears, from
almoft indilputable teftimony, that there not enly is in
nature fuch a rhirscerss with two horns, but that fuch
were {hewn in the public fports at Rome, and therefore
“the text feems to have been very right, and the commenta-
tors in the wrong. The creatures we have feen have in-
deed only had one horn ; and the accounts of travellers, and
the great number of horns preferved in the eabinets of the eu-
rious, which are all fingle, feem to prove this; but though
the rhinscersfes of Afia are all one horned, yet it is certain,
that there is a kind found in Africa which has two horns,
and not lefs certain, that the Romans had beafts from this
laft part of the world as well as the other. Peter Kolbe, in
his vayage to the Cape of Good Hope, defcribes rhinscerofis,
which he faw, and which had a horn on the nofe, and ano-
ther clofe behind it.  Sir Hans Sloan’s mufeum affords two
horns of a rhinsceres, ftandin juit as this author has de-
feribed them, which are ftill fixed to the fame integument ;
and we are convinced of the Romans being acquainted
with this fpecies, from a braf medal of Domitian, which
has on  a rhinsceros, with two horns on the nofe placed in
this manner.
Redi, who has been very fagacious in difcovering the falfity
of many of the pretended medicines taken from animals,
Yot gives us, on the teftimony of his own experience, an
account of fome very remarkable virtues in the parts of the
vhinsceros, The blood he affures us is excellent in colies and
in dyfenteries. The decodtion of the fkin, he affures us, 1s
2 grand {tomachic antidote, and the horns arc very valuable
and alexipharmic, Redi’s Efperience.
HINOCEROS apis, the rhimsceros bird, a mame given by au-
thors to a fpecies of Indian raven, called by others cormus -
4 cormutus. The beak of which is frequently brought
over into Eurpe, -
It is avery ugly bird, and of a very rank fimell. It much
exceeds the European raven in bignefs, and its head and neck
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are very thick. TIts eyes are very large, and its beak of a
very remarkable figure, having a large and thick horn like
protuberance on its upper part. The whole beak is
bentlike a bow, not hooked at the end like the beaks of
the hawk, &e. It is of a yellowifh white below, and on
the upper part toward the head is of a fine gay red, and the
reft of a yellowifh white: the upper chapis ferrated.  ‘The
horn grows out from the head with this and runs along it,
and bends up at its extremity ; its upper and under paft are
red, its middle yellow. The bird feeds on carrion, and the
guts of dead animals. Al vand de Avibus.

RHINOPTES, a word ufed by the antients to exprefs a per-
fon, who from an uleer in ‘the great canthus of the eye,
laying open the paffages to the nofe, can fee through his
noftril.

RHIPTASMOS, a word ufed by the antients, to exprefs 2
reftlefinefs and frequent tofling about, a very common fymp-
tom in fevers,

RHIZAGERA, the name of a chirurgical infrrument ufed to
E."it!_':lft the ftumps of tecth,

RHIZOPHORA, in botany, the name given by Linn=us to
& genus of plants, defcribed under the name of mangles by
Plumier, the charaters of which are thefe: the petianthium
is erect, and is compofed of one leaf, divided into four oblong
fegments. The flower is ere®, and is compofed of one
petaly divided into four fegments, and is fhorter than the
cup. The flamina are twelve eredt filaments, alternately
fhorter one than theother, and the anthers are fmall. The
germen of the piflil is fubulated; there is fearce any fiyle;
the ftigma is acute, and the receptacle is of an oval fzure;
this becomes fefhy, and contains the bafe of the feed.  The
feed is fingle, and extremely long ; itis of a clavated fizure,
and pointed at the end. ~ There is fome variation in the
number of the {ftamina in this plant; they are always, how-
ever, of fome number between eight and twelve, thefe be-
ing the bigheft and loweft extremes,  Limnai Gen, Pl p. 207,
Plumier Gen. 15, Hort. Mal. Vel. 6. p. 31, 32.

RHODIOLA, in botany, the name given by Linnwmus to a
genus of plants, commonly called rhadie, T'he charafters of
which are thefe : it produces two kinds of flowers, the one
hermaphrodite, acling as male fowers j the other fimply
female. In the male flower, the cup is a concave ereét pe-
rianthium, divided into four obtufe legments, and not falling
with the petals. The flower confifts of four peeals, which
are oblong, obtufe, erefto-patent, and twice as long as the
fegments of the cup : thefe fall foon after they are open :
they have four erect nectaria, furrounded with a thin rim,
and fomewhat fhorter than the cup, The ftamina are eight
pointed filaments, longer than the petals of the flower.
The anther= are fimple. The piftil has four oblong and
pointed germina. The ftyles and ftigmata are very imper-
fect. The fruit that fhould fucceed thefe is very abortive.
In the female flower the cup is of the fame kind with that of
the male. The fower is compofed of four rude, erect, and
obtufe petals, of the ame fize with the fegments of the cup,
and remaining with it. The neétaria in this flower are the
fame with thofe of the male. The piftil has four oblong
pointed germens, which go off into fo many firait fimple
ftyles, crowned with obtufe fligmata. The fruit confifts of
four corniculated capfules, which are univalve, comprefled
inwards, and opening in that part. In thefe caplules are
contained a number of ferds of a roundith thape. Linnei
Gen, PL p. 498.

RHODITES lapis, the rofe flone, in natural hiftory, the name
given by authors to a kind of affrsites, or flar-flone, in
which the figures more reprefent rofes than ffars: they arc
in both owing to coralloide bodies immerfed in the ftone s
which, according to their various (pecies, afford a different
hgure, when cut tranfverfely, in the cutting the ftone into
prétes for ufe. See AsTrRoOITES and STAR -ffone.

RHODIUM marmsr, a name given by the antients to a mar-
ble brought from Rhodes; it was of a good white, but in-
ferior to the Parian, and was ufed by the Romans in their
public buildings, and {fometimes in ftatuary.

RHODOMELON, a name given by the antients to a con-
fection made of rofes, quinces, and honey, ufed as a grateful
aftringent and detergent in many cafes.

RHODOPUS gallinnia, in zoology, a name given by fome
authors to the bird more ufually known by the name #ringa,
Gefuer de Avid,  See the article Trinca.

RHOITES, the name of a medicine among the antients,
which is a fort of rob of the juice of pomegranates. Diol-
corides deferibes it as the fimple juice of the fruit, evapo-
rated over the fire to the confliftence of an extraét; but Pau-
lus Agineta gives the receipt to be three parts juice of pome-
granate, and one part honey, boiled to the evaporation of
a third part. So that the rivites of Diofcorides was a true
rob of pomegranates ; the other, rather honey of pome-

ranates, like our honey of rofes.

RlﬁUMB. See the article Ruomeus, Cyel. and Suppl.

RHOMBO), the name of a peculiar fith of the rhombus, or

_turbot kind, calied rhombus aculrats by Aldrovand, Gefner,

and other authors. It is a laree fifh, of an afh coloured

green on the back, and white on the belly. It has no fcales 5
Gege but
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