


'Jebel' is Arabic for 'hill ', 
and for southbound travel­
ers on a Nile River stern­
wheeler, Jebel Lado is the 
first visible mound of earth 
for several hundred miles. 

Jebel Lado as it 
looked in 1948. 
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LADO ENCLAVE became a reality in 1894. In retrospect 
it represents one of the more bizarre incidents in the 
mad scramble for African terrain by European power 
during the 19th century. Encompassing some 15,00 
square miles, the area was loaned by the British 
Leopold II of Belgium to keep it from the French. A 
the time, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Portugal 
Spain and Italy claimed vast blocks of Africa. 

The Enclave consisted of a region west of the Whit 
Nile from Terakeka in the Sudan, south to the north 
ern end of Lake Albert. Leopold II had already claime 
the western shores of the lake; thus, the Enclave w 

Kenhelm W. Stott adjacent to land already acquired by Belgium. Th 
Lado treaty specified that its land would remain unde 
Belgian rule until six months after the death o 
Leopold II. It would then be returned to Uganda and 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Leopold II died in 1909 
and in 1910 the Enclave expired. 

The village of Lado was, and probably still is 
a pleasant spot a few miles north of Juba, Sud 
In 1874, General "Chinese" Gordon, then provincia 
commissioner, moved his capital from Gondokoro 
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