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204 A JOURNEY INTO CAFFRARIA, 1772.

‘Therr dances were extremely curious. Two
or more of them placing themielves fide by fide,
or back to back, balanced themiclves on their
toes, ftriking the ground now and then with their
heels; during which, they moved every limb,
and almoft every mulfcle, efpecially their eyes,
forchead, neck, head, mouth, and chin, keep-
g time 1 every motion. The mulic to this
dance was a rough {creaking Kind of finging,
accompanied fometimes with a wihiftling noile,
to produce which, they drew their lips on one

fide, fhewing their teeth, from between which

the found iffued. The women kept running

about all the while, finging and jumping to the
fame time, with a continual motion of their head
and Iimbs.

In the tip of ope ear they had a hole, in which
was ftuck a porcupine’s quill.

We were thewn here ear-rings of two different
fhapes, made of copper, mixed with filver,
which they faid they had obtained from nations
living farther up in the country.

Here too we faw bafkets wrought by the Hot-
tentots, that were {o tight and clofe, as to hold
milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the blad-
ders of the rhinoceros, were ufed for the fame
purpofe.

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, haye
i each village, on horde, a chicftain, on whom
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246 THE CAPE, 1773

fide. At the top there is a fcrew of wood or
metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice
1s prefled out from the huiks. From the dregs
and hufks, that remain over from the laft prefl-
ing, brandy"is difhilled. No yeaft is ufed for
accelerating the fermentation. The white and
green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red
wine. The mufcadine grape, both red and white,
produces the Conftantia wine, and the blood red
grape, the wine called Pontac. Names are be-
ftowed accordingly as they refemble more or
lefs the products of the European grapes, though
the refemblance 1s not always perfect.

A great numbcer of dogs are frequently kept in
the farms ; they follow the cattle into the fields
along with the {lave, keep wild beafts away from
the farm, fometimes protect the mafter from the
outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in
hunting and on journies.

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by
fome people both in town and country, not only
as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for
the purpofe of deteéting poifon, As to the for-
mer of thefe intentions, the fine fhavings of the
horns taken internally; were fuppofed to cure
convulfions and fpafms in children, With re-
ipe&t to the latter, it was generally believed, that
goblets made of: thefe horns in a turner’s lathe,

would difcover a poifonous draught that was put

into them, by making the liquor ferment till it ran
quite
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quite out of the goblet. Such horns as were taken
from a young rhinoceros calf that had notyet copu-
lated, were faid to be the beft, and the moft to hé
dependedupon. Ofthele, goblets are made, which
are fet in gold and filver, and made prefents of
to kings, people of diftintion, and particular
friends, or elfe fold at a high price, fometimes
at the rate of 5o rixdollars a goblet. The horn
is of a conical form, thick at the bottom, and
truncated at the top, a foot long, frequently in old
rhinocerofes, and 1s placed forward on their fnout,
Two or three inches from this, the African two-
horned rhinoceros has another {imaller and fhorter
horn. In colour, it moft refembles the horn of
a bullock, When I tried thefe horns, both
wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old
and young horns, with feveral forts of poifons,
weak as well as ftrong, I obferved not the leaft
motion or effervefcence ; but when a folution of
corrofive fublimate, aqua phagaedenica, or other
{imilar fubftances, was poured into one of thefe
horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, produced
by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of
the horn, and which was now difengaged from it.
Though few countries can boaft of fo much
venifon and game as this colony, ftill here, as
in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting
and fhooting are prohibited. Thus from May
to Auguft, nobody is allowed to hunt or fhoot,

at leaft near the town.
R 4 The
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