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The Lion-tails of St. Catherine’s Island

We are often asked about the
ahility of captive-born animals
to survive in the wild. Release
programs can be successful
if there is preparation before
hand. This is the story of a

troop of lion-tailed macagques

“This is a critical time
for many of the world's
primate species . . ."

mainiained by the Zoological
Society of New York., Observa-
ttons of this troop and the one
af the San Diego Wild Animal
Park will be COMLTE d and
evaluated by CRES Animal
Behavior Specialist Helena
Fitch-Snyder.

Off the coast of southern
Georgia hes St. Catherine's
[sland, some 10 by | to 3 miles
in size, which is now home to 8
[ree-ranging Lion-tailed
macaques, an endangered
primate species native to the
wet forests of southern India.
The 1sland 1s ideal habitat for
these arboreal primates and a
good transitional home for the
animals, which will one day
be released into the
wild, The roap
of 6 males and 2
females, each
fitted with a radio
collar, was placed

at the Wildhife

survival Center by the New
York Zoological Society in July
1991, A comparable troop 18
maintained off exhibit (begun
in July 1989) at the San Diego
Wild Animal Park by the
Zoological Society of San
Diego, where 5 males and 9
females live in a 3/4-acre kraal
hat includes trees, boulders,
and a pool. Both programs are
rin in cooperation with the
Lion-tailed Macaque Species
Survival Plan (SSP), with the
goal of future reintroduction
Into the wild.

During July and August
1992, 1 had the opportunity to
spend four weeks studying the
behavior of the free-ranging
roop ol

hon-taled macagues on St
Catherine’s Island, and it led to
a valuable exchange of 1deas
between the two facilities.

My studies centered on the
social interactions of the 4

and presumably
highest-ranking— males in the
erpup. This behavioral data will
be compared with 4 males of
comparable age and social
status from the Wild Animal

Park s I:'||H|‘.

oldest

The toraging and ranging
behavior of the troop was
observed n 1ts free-ranging
environment on a subtropical

island and the question was
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CRES is operated by the
Zoological Society of
San Diego.

Helena Fitch-Snyder
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Sumatran Rhino

Sumatran rhing reproduction i5 the focis
of D, Lee Hapey's resedich,
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See ek page.
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CRES 1993 "Wish List"

W need vour help . .

I your hol

nelping those who I.I.I1 ml:;ng;m!
species, please take a moment to
consider a holiday equipment gift to
CRES. Your aift w |I. make th: future
brighter for the Earth's vanishing

wildlite ‘\-.1'.".'|i."\-

“To help the animals is
our goal, indeed, however,
CRES equipment is in need!

Whatever you can do to help
us this year, we would be
most grateful and give a

great cheer!”

Donors who would hike to help
can contact Amy Parroit in Develop-
ment al (61Y) 683-3.213, Tor mfor-
mation about any of the opportunities
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behavioral studies, $3.500

» VHS recording desk for
behavioral studies, 52,500

o (15 eallon. 120V, constant
temperature water bath for
varous cytogenetics and cell

culture procedures, s

* Nikon pholomicroscope

dCCeSSOTIES TOr CYIDeenellcs

iy
PIOJECES, d2, a0

o MicroMedic Work Station for
r.uiu|i|:'|||='s|m;|~mly- [0 quantify

hormone levels, 523,000

» Microtiter plate reader to perform
enzyme-labeled immunoassays
of hormones, S8 00(

» Expand computer capacity for
DNA mapping, sequencing data
.-.!'I.'.Ej-. 515, and |‘-;.'I.|I;£ [CE

records, 33,500

* Baxter Benchtop Centrifuge and
b [ L N [ FOT SCTUMm -.".'-.li'-. |IIIII

and chemistry analvsis, $6.000

« Olympus BH. binocular
microscope with attachments
lor pathology examination,

10000

i x DLLC, microst cope * phjective
lens tor visualization :':':Il.l L RAlTl
ination of sperm and ova and
the observation of in vitro
fertihization, 51,500

» Single-channel chant recorder for
[H1ERTHA I“ || o IlL',_.l"| 'I" "|||||'I'l. !-||

semen collections, 52,000

» MacVector computer software
T il e -y Fisii
package for analyzing raw data

for sequencing DNA, RNA

nuclete and amino acids, 52.750)

\dditional giving opportunities:

Postdoctoral Fellow
Endowment, $300,000

A naming opportunity that would
provide funds tor postdoctoral tellow

M arirmiiial by R ] P
on an annual basis in perpetuity.

CRES Conservator, 235,000

Annual support for the CRES
Endowment of 55,000 a

=

vedr for

Vedrs.

Chair Endowments, 700,000
and up

Naming opportunities for
individual disciplines that would

ide funds for ongoing research

in that area on an annual basis
;:u.'r:h.'l-.li'.;

[hank you, and Happy Holidays
from all of us at CRES!

UCSD Chemist
Joins CRES Staff

Dy, Lee Hagey, a chemist at the
Unaversity of California, San £
Dhiega (UCSEY, has joined the -
endocrinolpgy division at CRES
as a postdoctoral fellow, .
supported by the Joan Irvine Smith and Athalie K. Clarke Foundation,

This position s extremely important in our continued effort to undersiand

rhinoceros evarian function. As a noninvasive approach to monitor
reproduction in the rhino, we measure urinary, fecal, and salivary
hormones. Rhinos vary from species to species with respect to the types
of hormones excreted. With his chemistry background, Dr. Hagey will
provide expertise in identifving these different hormones and will be
working with CRES Endocrinology Specialist Nancy Czekala. Monitoring
of rffp.lnruu fiom is essential for pregrancy detection, ide .ﬂrr,rr: ation of the
time of delivery, and for timed matings
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Chne of our primary goaly during D, Hagev's tenure on this project 15
to develop technigues to assess the reproductive status of the endangered
Sumatran rhing, of which fewer than 1,000 remain in the wild. We are
currently obtaining samples from the four United Staves zoos holding the
Sumatran rhino, as well as some Indonesian zpos. We are also
collaborating with scientists currently doing an extensive field survey
and fecal sample collections of the witd populations of this species,

To discover if reproductive function is aftered by captivity, the wild
population study will be compared with that of Sumatran rhines living in
zo0s. An attempt to make our caprive environments as natural as possible
may help to produce hormonal patterns in caprive rhinos similar o thai

of free-ranging populations, and may ensure successful reproduction.




	csdz_000095_access_0000
	csdz_000095_access_0003

