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The elephant , the various
sorts of swine, the rhinoceros,

and the hippopotamus - -these
are the pachydermata . Now ,

the elephant has had a Zig
zag to itself , and the pig shall
have none of this Zig -zag ;

excellent reasons why now I
speak only , of the hippopota
mus and rhinoceros .
It is not easy to catch the
hippopotamus at a moment
of extravagant agility . To ob
tain lively sketches of the
hippopotamus for the embel
lishment of these pages

has been a task of long
waiting , weary sitting ,
tiresome standing ,much
hanging about, hope de
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ferred , heart -sickness ,
and final disappoint
ment. Other animals
baffle the artist by
restless movement

Guy Fawkes , th
e cu

big hippopotamus

here , has an easier

- trick ; she (this
Guy is a she ) lies perseveringly still
Iles was kind enough to suggest a

shower o
f

rain , because Guy
Fawkes has a way o

f getting u
p

and
strolling into the pond to get out
of the wet . We had no influence

- - - - - with the rain , so had to wait for

it . The rain came ,and the wetting ,

- but ,Guy Fawkes braved out the
shower rather than serve the will of an

- artist . S
o

that it is not possible in this
place to gratify the public with authentic

Jaimpanan portraits o
f Guy Fawkes turning a somer

sault , or dancing a hornpipe , or walking o
n
a

tight -rope , or even riding o
n
a bicycle . Still , the

PATIENCE ANDDEFEAT . views which are possible have the underiable
merit of accuracy and architectural actuality . In

the first place , standing o
n the path behind the

paddock , we enjoy a view o
f the south elevation .

Here the whole length o
f

the edifice is visible

in it
s simple grandeur . The architec

ture is o
f themanner o
f Vanbrugh

o
n

whom , it will be remembered
the poet exhorted the earth

to lie heavy , in retalia
tion for the heaviness o

f

his buildings . Nothing

o
f Vanbrugh ' s ever lay

heavier per cubic foot

o
n the groaning earth

than Guy Fawkes lies
here . I defy even a

ghost to rise from the
earth under Guy
Fawkes . Let her but lie

o
n

it and she would
extinguish a volcano ,
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EAST VIEW.

and drive an earthquake discomfited
away to some part where the earth 's
crust was less immovably suppressed .
It is a humiliating thing in most cases
to be sat upon , but when Guy Fawkes
is the sitter , little room is left in the

sittee for humility or any of the other
virtues . The east view of the structure
is obtained from near the gazelleja bayan sheds , and the view from the northVIEW FROM SOUTH.
(only a partial one , but still pic

turesque ) you g
e
t

from inside the house . If you ca
n

get into
the ostrich paddock (you can ' t ) you will have a

n opportunity

o
f surveying the venerable pile from somewhere about west b
y

south . This is a sort of end elevation , with a conspicuous 17
display o

f

the west wing , if anything about a hippo
potamus can be called a wing . Then you will have
seen and admired Guy Fawkes pretty well al

l
round .

The hippopotamus in general is admired for several

causes . His ( or her )mouth is indisputably the
biggest extant , and has long been acknowledged

to exceed even that o
f

the Philanthropic Reformer ,

while his bide is almost as thick . His legs , although
serviceable , are not a

l

together up to ballet

form , but his chest
measurement anybody might be proud o

f . Perhaps we
love him most , though , as an old Londoner , although he
has not been a familiar wanderer in the London streets
since the tertiary epoch , which was some time ago .

Again , in old time the hippopotamus was installed the
symbol o

f

impiety and ingratitude , which may account
for a vast deal of popularity . His name , o

f
course , is

derived from the Greek hippo a horse , and potamos a

river ; but he cannot be regarded as a very successful
horse . Few people who admire a handsome Cleveland ,

with good knee -action , would , as a habit ,
harness him with a hippopotamus to a

landau . The hippopotamus has no points ;

n
o

more points , and no sharper ones , than

a German sausage .

Still , it cannot be too widely known that the hippopotamus does move sometimes . EvenGuy Fawkes does , and some insignificant proportion o
f the visitors (about 14 in 10 ,000 , I

believe ) witness the feat . But even then she rarely does more than change her elevations
just brings her north elevation round
south , for a change o

f

air . It is a grave
and solemn rite , this turning about , and

it proceeds with properly impressive
deliberation . She rises by a mys
terious process , in which legs seem

to take n
o part ; she anchors her face

against the ground , as regarding her
head in the light o

f
a great weight

(which it is ) dumped down to prevent
the rest o

f

her being blown away
by an unexpected zephyr . Then ,

with her weighty muzzle a
s pivot

and centre , she executes a semi
circular manoeuvre suggestive o
f

VON ! aita Lara

VIEW FROM NORTH.

WEST BY SOUTH,
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a
n attempt to kill time - rather , one might say ,

procrastinates herself round - until the north

elevation faces south , when immediately she becomes

a sausage again , turned about . All this is done with

such perfect modesty that you immediately forget
whether
you saw

her legs or not - indeed , whether she had any .

As a matter o
f

fact , I may here inform a doubt

ful public that Guy Fawkes has feet ; her
legs - - if she has them — she , with propriety ,

veils in certain lashings o
f

fat .

Guy Fawkes was so called in defiance o
f

her sex because she was born (here in the
menagerie ) o

n November 5th , 1872 . Next
door to Guy Fawkes lives Jupiter , who is

only a small hippopotamus , some way from

being fully grown . Jupiter ,
however , has ambitions .

He admires and envies , beyond all things , the
placid repose o
f Guy Fawkes . He does his best

to imitate her . But as yet he is little more than

a beginner - - a mere amateur in inertia . He is

so inordinately proud o
f lying perfectly still
for twenty minutes o

r
so that h
e must look

round for admiration , and spoil the effect at

once . His mental attitude toward Guy Fawkes

is that o
f

the boy to Sidi Lakdar in Daudet ' s

La Figue e
t

le Paresseux — but Jupiter is fa
r ,

very far , from being the equal o
f

the boy in the
noble craft o

f

the paresseux . The fact is that
Jupiter , in his ambition to become

a creditable hippopotamus , an im
mobile vastness , a venerable pile ,

tries a little too much a
t

once .

Guy Fawkes , he considers , can
smash anything earthly by lying

o
n it , and herein he is right ,
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Aspiring to the crushing power of Guy Fawkes , he is con
tinually troubled by one or two hard iron knobby projections
from the ground , which serve to keep the door of his den in
place . Try ashe will , these pieces of iron won 't be suppressed ;

on the contrary , they discompose his surrounding atmosphere
of fat - must reach , in fact, to with
in a very few feet of his ribs - and

chis is uncomfortable .
Still he pegs away , com
bining his attempt at the
placidity of Guy Fawkes with that upon the obsti
nacy of the iron knobs. So that on the whole he

does not succeed , comes asnear perpetual motion
as a hippopotamus may (about three moves an

hour ), and frequently betrays his possession of legs.

He is never mistaken for a sausage , but presents
the general appearance of a succession of cartloads

of mud of varying
shapes and designs .
Jupiter , however ,
from his very perse

verance, will get on ,

and some day , when full grown ,
he will take sausage rank and
suppress earthquakes as
well as Guy Fawkes .
Then he will have north ,
south , east and west ele

rations , and , leaving behind the
ignominy of resemblance to a
cartload of mud , became a Vener
able Pile , and shroud his legs.
There are times when

neither Guy Fawkes
nor Jupiter will con
descend so far as to

exhibit themselves
architecturally ; on

careful scrutiny a broad

nose -tip is observable , ap
parently floating on the

A MERE BEGINNER,
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