Vol.43, No.7 ( Serial No.275 )
July 2021

A3 & T E275))
2021 4 7 A

Bl B EY

Journal of Dialectics of Nature

JRAB 5 U RIE SR A

Imaginary World: Image Distortion of Rhinoceros in Ming Dynasty
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Abstract: During the Zhou dynasty, rhinoceroses had lived one the plains of China before disappeared
with the with the change of climate and population. As a result, the Chinese image of rhinoceroses began to
be distorted. In the early Ming dynasty, through the tribute activities, rhinoceroses from other countries were
repeatedly obtained. Despite the fact that officials of the Ming dynasty saw real rhinoceros, the image of
rhinoceros might still get distorted at times. In addition, images in different types of texts might be completely
different at the same time. This paper analyzes how and why the rhinoceros images got distorted and who distorted
them from the perspective of natural history, and in doing so it explores the “imaginary world” in the images.
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