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A family group of Indian Rhinos at the Basel Zoo, Switzerland. Lasai (center) shows one of his well-defined 
armor plate-like sides. The smallest animal is Khunlai, born March 9, 1963, the first second-generation Indian 
Rhino born in captivity and the fourth born at the Swiss Zoo. His mother, Moola, was the first Indian Rhino 
born and raised there. Photo by Elsbeth Siegrist, Basel 

these spectacular beasts. In October, 1962, the 
First World Conference on National Parks 
published the following total world population 
estimates of the five rhinoceros species:! 

Hook-lipped Rhinoceros 
Diceros bicornis ... .. ... ... ... .. ll,OOO to 13,500 
Square-lipped Rhinoceros 
Ceratotherium simus ........ 2,500 to 3,500 
Indian Rhinoceros 
Rhinoceros unicornis .. ... .. . 600 
Sumatran Rhinoceros 
Didermocerus sumatrensis. 100 to 170 
Javan Rhinoceros 
Rhinoceros sondaicus........ 24 to 50 
The Black Rhinoceros ranges throughout 

most of the scrub country of East Africa, the 
southern part of the continent, and westward 
into Angola. This species has two horns. It is 
a smaller beast than either the Square-lipped 
or Indian varieties, measuring five to five and 
one-half feet at the shoulders. It is a browser, 

using its prehensile hook-like upper lip to pull 
into its mouth the leaves and stems of thorny 
acacias and other plant species that form its 
diet. By nature it is highly nervous and irritable, 
and will charge without apparent provocation. 

The African Square-lipped Rhinoceros is a 
colossal animal, standing as high as six and 
one-half feet at the shoulders. It is the largest 
of the 'rhinos, being exceeded in size only by the 
elephants among land mammals. This species 
is easily distinguished by the square upper lip 
that contrasts markedly with the beak-like 
prehensile lip of its African neighbor, the Black 
Rhino. The head is huge and carried low. Two 
horns adorn the muzzle; the front one may attain 
lengths of over five feet. This animal often is 
called the "White Rhinoceros," but this is some­
what of a misnomer, since the color is only 
slightly lighter than that of its African Hook· 
lipped relative. It is a more timid beast than the 
10RY X 1962, Vol. 6, N o. 5, p . 298 





14 

Barney, the San Diego Zoo's male Black Rhino, pro­
vides an excellent view ofhis prehensile hook-like lip. 

the species. It is found in the dense mountain 
forests of Borneo , Sumatra , and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

Rarest of the modern rhinos is the J avan form, 
sometimes called the "Lesser One-horned Rhin­
oceros." It resembles a small individual of the 
lightly built Indian species . The rivet-like 
tubercles of the latter form are here replaced by 
small many-sided disks, and the shoulder skin-

fold is continuous across the back of the neck, 
whereas it is not in the Indian Rhino. Most of 
the existing Javan Rhinos are confined to a 
game reserve in West Java. The Javan and 
Sumatran species may wen join the dinosaurs 
and running rhinoceroses in the limbo of extinct 
species before the end of the present decade. 

Arecent survey of Indian Rhinoceroses in 
Nepa12 indicates that there were 185 individuals 
in 1962 as compared to 300 in 1959. This drastic 
decrease in numbers was attributed directly to 
intensified poaching activities. Should the same 
rate of decrease continue, it is doubtful that any 
of this species will survive into the 21st Century. 

With the arrival of Lasai, our fine young 
Indian Rhino, the San Diego Zoo's collection 
includes the Black, Square-lipped and Indian 
species. Each is housed in newly constructed, 
moated exhibit areas on the large mammal 
mesa. These enclosures are equipped with all 
modern conveniences a rhinoceros might need 
for luxurious living, including spacious exe!­
eise , eating and retiring quarters, as weH as 
mud baths. Lasai's horne is the newest and has 
the added feature of a swimming pool. It was 1 

completed October 12, 1963, the day he arrived 
in San Diego. Being a youngster, born August 1 

31, 1962 , in the Basel Zoo, our newcomer 
weighed only 1,621 pounds on arrival. Fully 
2E. P. Gee, "R eport on a brief survey 01' the wild lire resourees 
of Nepol, including the rhinoceros," ORYX 1963, Val. 7, Nos. 
2-3,pp.67-76. 

It took a cri sp carrot to coax Las ai into displaying his hook-like lip . U sually he "Talks back" to his keeper 
good-naturedly. 
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