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but, although it stands on an undoubtedly ancient site, I do
not think that the present temple is more than middle-aged—
at any rate, it does not look old. There is no inscription of
any kind about it.
The present town of A%4» is about half a mile square.
The ancient city of Alwa-nagara, or Kundilpur,is said
to have included the site of the present town, and also alarge
extent of bare elevated ground, now partly intersected by
ravines, which extends to the south-west and west-south-
west from and beyond the present town. The whole extent
of the ancient city may probably have been abouit 11 miles
square. Fragments of ancient bricks and pottery are scat-
tered, here and there, over the bare ground to the south-
west. -
At Ahdr 1 obtained a mutilated stone, which was broken
in two in the middle, 2 feet ginches in length, by o inches
in breadth, and 5 inches in thickness, on which there was a
Kutila mscription, which had been totally disfigured and
defaced, with the exception of a few words,—the stone having
been cut by a mason in order to form a water-spout; either
for a well or for a temple. The inscription originally covered,
the whole of one side and one end of the stone. I could
pla}nly see that there had been a date in the second line;
which ran round both the end and side of the stone : but
all that remained of it were the doubtful words “ S'7avan
Samvatr?. 37377 or “ S'vavan Samv 103yra? F F 1w F X
;zg;dﬁ'gi;dz IrE gmffﬂaa‘srq 1037 ??fffz'{.ﬂ divasa 26." 1 could also
€ words * Malipdl Dev” in the first line. I think it is
very probable that this ¢ Mahipal Dev’ may have been the

) ;Efﬂ?}r 'iﬂ{m'u}bzzz” of Kanauj, who lived in the cleventh

10.—INDOR, orR INDRAPURA.

Indéy Khera i ory | o
/ .ge perched on the east-north-ea ' it
?{;;;t?ﬁi ﬂl;l the nghtfbank of the eastern branchst;:? E: lfeﬁc}i‘{q;g
¢, about 2,500 feet, or about half a mile. to th :
west from the Antpshahar and Koel A"
_ Road, and ab iles’
to the south-south-west from Antipshahar E; isaaijsl::f jhg]élteg

miles to the north-west from Dhwbhai, and about 7 miles, 1n
4

' T think it probable that the

1116, during the reien of i
whosze namgis still : Sy

finar at Delhi—

date may have b 6 1 '
ala, LhEFTnmaraEEn Samvat 1 173, or A.D.

: Raja of Delhj 3
preserved in that : . u and Kanauyj
» Cunningham, of the village of M)“h’FmPﬂ?i, near the I{utﬁ



CENTRAL DOAB AND GORAKPUR IN 187475 & 1875-76. &1

shaped, chaupar or pachisi pieces, made of burnt clay.! Of
the fragments of ornamentally-moulded or carved bricks which
I found at /ndér, some bore floral patterns, others lozenge-
shaped figures, and some a series of small oblong squares,
breaking bond.

I also found a good many sculptures in stone at Indér,
but most of these were of small size. The largest sculptures
were the following :—

A gurgoyle, or stone spout, terminating’ with an animal’s
head, with open mouth, like that of a lion or tiger. Length,
I foot g5 inches; thickness, #% inches; width, 8 inches; in
red sand-stone. This must have belonged to some temple.

A dark-coloured stone, with some small human figures
sculptured on it. Length, 2 feet g inches; breadth, 1 foot;
thickness, 4 inches. Probably a fragment of some old temple
destroyed.

A sculptured block of Zankar stone, which, from its ap-
pearance, probably belonged to the side of an ancient gate-
way, as it was dug up at a spot where one of the gates of
ancient /ndrapira must once haye stood. This stone is
ornamented with a handsomely-sculptured leaf and scroll
pattern.

A figure of a female divinity, in a sitting position, with an
attendant figure standing by her side, and in the act of
presenting a vessel of water, to fill a cup which the sitting
female divinity holdsin her right hand. This sculpture is in
bold relief, on a square slab of red sand-stone, 1 foot 2
inches in height, by 11 inches in width, and 31 inches in
thickness.

The bust of a female figure, in red sand-stone, which has
lost the head and the lower portion of the body. This frag-
ment of sculpture is 6% inches in height by 8 inches in width
across the shoulders.

Of the small sculptures in stone, it will be unnecessary for
me to enumerate the whole, and I shall therefore only des-
cribe those which are in any way remarkable or interesting.
The largest of these smaller sculptures represents a five-
headed, {our-armed divinity, sitting upon a goose. In the

! Since writing the above, I have obtained two other small curiosities worth
mentioning, as they are both inscribed. One of them is a piece of glazed pottery,
or rude China-ware, which is inscribed with six detters. The other is a fragment of
a shell ornament, with two copper rivets run through it,and inscribed with a few
characters. [The piece of white glazed crockery seems to me to be dated in the
year 827. Thetwo latter figures are quite certain.  Sce plate VI, fig. 2.—4, Cune

ninghan.]
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with the statue to which it was atiached, must have formec
a large das-relzef, which was attached to the wall of somc
building by iron rivets. .

I also obtained a small and much mutilated but interest-
ing fragment of sculpture, in white sand-stone, which repre-
sented simply the fingers only of the left hand of a statue
of Buddha, grasping a fold of drapery. Judging by the size
of the fingers, the statue to which they belonged must have
been at least one-third, or perhaps one-half, of life-size.
There cannot be the slightest doubt whatever about the
identification of this fragment as a portion of the left hand
of an erect statue of Bhuddha, grasping a fold of the drapery
of his dress, as the hand occurs exactly in this position in
every statue that has ever been found which represents Bud-
dha standing, in the attitude of teaching, with the right hand
raised, and the left hand holding up the skirt of his dress.
This mere fragment is therefore a perfectly sufficient proof
that a large statue of Budd/ia must once have existed at /2dd7.

I may also here notice two small flat fragments of sculp-
ture, found at Indor, each of which retained only the head
portion of a human figure, very neatly executed, in what ap-
pears to be a kind of -slaty limestone. One of these is very
finely finished, and represents, apparently, a Buddhisé head
(or perhaps even a head of Audd/ia) under a sort of rounded
canopy on which there is a sort of rayed figure, like the sun,
very shallowly engraved. The face has very regular, straight
features, and the head is surmounted by a round-topped head-
dress, apparently representing folds of cloth, one above the
other, and getting smaller and smaller towards the top, and
three folds, or lappets, hang down on either side over the
ears. The other small head has the half of a rayed disc,
or glory, behind it; but the head-dress is pecular, it having
very much the appearance of a flat-topped fur cap, with trian-
gular lappets hanging down over the ears. To the right, the
head of some animal appears from behind.

Another small sculpture, in black slaty limestone, repre-
sents the figure of a #/hnoceros.

Another fragment of sculpture, in red sand-stone, repre-
sents apparently a Hindu XKwmbli, or water-vessel, with a
bunch of undulating objects spreading forth out of the top,
or mouth, of the vessel. The central portion of the bunch
is almost like part of an ornamental floral Buddhist #r7si/;
but one of the outer portions, to the right, appears to termi-
nate with the head of an animal.
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‘altogether. This accounts for the number of old ‘ beaver
 meadows,” or dried up ‘" beaver dams’ which may be seen
-on new farm lands in North America, and which always
constitute the best meadows, or grass patches, for the
farmers who purchase new land. Now, it will be remembered
that, in the early portion of this report, I mentioned that I
had dug up some large ancient bricks at Indér, one of which
bore the impressions of the feet and claws of a leopard
or panther, while another bore the impression of the feet
of some large kind of deer. Now, neither leopards nor
large deer would be found where there was no forest for
cover. It is evident, therefore, that there must have been
some large tract of forest in the neighbourhood of Indrapftra,
m ancient times, and where there was dense forest of con-
siderable extent there would also be a superabundance of
water, such as pools and swamps, and numerous rivulets;
and then, in that case, the Choya Nadi would be a peren-
nially-running river of considerable size, instead of the
miserable little dried up channel which it is now.*

The excavations made at Indér Khera during the cold
season of 1874-75 consisted principally in the opening of
three large mounds which lay respectively in the fields to the
‘west and to the north of the great Kheéra. Two of the
mounds which lay to the west were known under the tradi-
tional names of Kundanpiira and Ahirplira, while the prin-
cipal mound to the north bore the traditional name of _Var-
dyaptira. These I will now describe.

., KUNDANPURA MOUND.

Kundanpfira mound, which I have also named the Great
Temple Mound, on account of the remains of an extensive
block of temple buildings which the excavations in this mound
brought to light, is situated ‘about Yoo feet to the north-west
from the great Khera of Indér. This mound measured origmally
about 175 feet across from south-east to north-west, by about
110 feet from north-east to south~west, or nearly 6oo feet in
circumference. When this mound was completely opened and
thoroughly cleared by excavations, I found that I had laid

! My opinion as to the eastern branch of the Choya Nadi having formerly
been the bed of a large river, or an ancient bed of the Gang&s, has since received
confirmation from a further personal examination of the bed higher up, as well
as from the observation of others. At a village called Baktdri, about 3 miles to
the north-north-west from Indor, the course of the Choya Nadi runs through quite
a broad and decp valley,” as broad as the main channel of the Ganges; and

mmediately to the east of that the surface of the soil is onc mass of sand and
iand-hills, as if left by some great river or sea.
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bare a very extensive and intricate building . containing ‘a’
great number of chambers and compartments. I-counted:
about 35 chambers. The whole block or mass -of. building-
measured about 160 feet from south-east to north-west, by-
about 100 feet from north-east to south-west. The building
~did not stand in accordance with any of the points .of the
compass; but the greatest length, and the genetal coursé of-
the majority of the walls, was from south-east. to north-west:
Some massive portions of the building, however, faced.east- -
south-east by west-north-west, and one rather small: but high
square pile of masonry stood nearly in-accordance with ‘the:
four cardinal points. I - 5.
This mass of building was composed - entirely -of .- brick,’
the bricks being of various sizes and of varions ages, indi--
cating a series of successive buildings of various ages,-whith
I ascertamed, from certain discovernies which I made; to.date’
from about the time of the upfa dynasty, or even earlier,:
up to about the 1oth century.! Numerous sculptures were'
found in various parts of .the building in the coursé. of:the:
excavations, but principally in an ancient well, which:was
discovered a little to the east of the centreof the mound. = -
From certain discoveries I came to the conclusion-that
the oldest building on this spot, to which the largest and :
luv:fest underlying bricks belonged, must have been a-Bud-
dhist establishment, or a Buddhist Vihiira. This would:ap-
pear to have been succeeded by a fire temple, and™a temple:
dedlcated_ to the sun; and I believed ‘that 1 could didtiﬁgﬁigll:
th:e remains of some repe;:tgcl;s for fire; and é,m'ﬂrng“f'ﬂm
ruins II also found the remains' of numerous 4oz vessels, or
vessels which could only have been used in_the “ancient oz
wcarihlp, or sacrifice of fire. 'But whether the fire worship:
it diffoult 0 docide, s the older of the two, I found
sy cide.  Hire-worship was introduced 1nto India
. WO qiierent periods, namely, first, by the earlier ‘Sassa-
mans, and secondly, by the later Indo-Sassanians - {or’
Sassanianised Indians who practised the cultus: of -fire);
while the fact bl ciltus - of -fire),
e 1act of the actual foundin of‘a t le dedicated

to the worship of the sun. % % PEnple & gc?y:gtﬁ': :
‘was mentioned in an’ inscription.-on

a copper-plate, dated in the time of Standa Gi vhi
_. . - ORa upla;which
yas found at Indor Khéra, 1, however, found elcven wilver

. Indo- i 2 : : ]
- sel inS:r?Sea;éan “oms concealed in.a'small earthen-ware ves-
) avation in the midst of these very témple NS,

I ; A B 2 ¥ g -5 at "
See Plate V1 for a plan of a portion of these ‘ruins,
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(2) A bas-relief, in red sandstone, displaying six sitting-
human figures, of which the faces of five are broken away,
but the head and face of the sixth figure is perfect and beau-_
tifully executed. There is a circular glory behind each head,
and each figure has the right hand raised and holds a sort
of bottle, or “suraz,” or a narrow-necked vessel of some kind,
in the left hand. Itis 1 foot 4 inches inlength, and-each figure
is five inches in height. It was dug up n the same chambeér
in the temple in which the large head was found. [t is cer-,
tainly very ancient, and I believe it to be of the time of the
Guptas. . S g

(3) A curious head of an animal, in red sandstone. It
looks much like the head of a crocodile, but may be that of
a rhinoceros. It has the appearance of having been intended
as a bracket of some kind. This sculpture measures 6} inches
in length. .

(4) A sort of square stone pinnacle ornament, in red
sand-stone, shaped very much like a small Roman altar; gi-
inches in height, by 4% inches square. This stone is much
worn, and was fractured by the diggers; butl got a much
finer and very beautiful, similar, altar-shaped, pinnacle or-

nament, in white sandstone, from the well, which will be afters
wards described.

SCULPTURES FROM WELL IN TEMPLE.

(1) Two-thirds of an architrave of a doorway, with a
portion of one of the jambs in white sandstone. _

Present length ., ue 8 o7
Width of stone o A
Thickness ; ' o : o 43"

Original length‘:: h 4 0"

| At what was the centre u{’th; *stﬂne t‘rIére 1 ure
"_;v;th large head and smiling face, with !the hansdg 111]:11:11: %gnwﬁ ..
in front, palms outwards. Immediately on the right of the.
E:enil:jral hgure, there is a kneeling figure, wurshipping, with™
C:g 3 ]E!-]I:‘ﬂﬁd, and body terminating with a serpent’s tail -
_ het : o the left, there are six sitting figures, each with, the
nght hand raised and the left hand placed dg{qnwards _dpﬂn

what appears to be a cu : ]
0 ; ,
In the left corner th P or pitcher, or vessel of some kind.

1ere 1S a squatting § holding up 2
small club-s] - 9 g hgure, holding up
to attrihl:lteﬁtﬁgesi object in each hand. I should be inclined

ulptured archi
tury of the Christiar era 1 trave to about the fifth cen-

. * From this descr;

Nine Plancts,—4. ption 1 take

Chtitisnshe the sculpture to represent the Navagraha o
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