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A LUCKY SHOT AT RHINOCEROS 
IN THE SOONDERBUNDS. 

By W. 

Dl, AR Sllt,- 1 baggc>l--lny first Rl.ino the other day. ] . 
W:IS guing:tlung ill :t-ljrgsboat, dowll o Ill: of till! Soul1lkrbulIll 
rivers, whell Ill)' sh ik:Lri, who bad gone on ahead lu look out 
for game, sent b:IC k till) dingby with kltubbcr that a Rhillo, . 

' . cero: was feedill g Oil tile bank , :LIlll to Cu Ine slw.rp. The .news 
caused th e u ~ l1al "golrn:t1 " that does occur ulllLer . such cir· 
cumstan ces; all Illy peu pl e ~ee l11 e~1 011.' their healls; · the 

. cartridges.speciaHy loaded for Rhino were ' not forth· . 
coming, and wcre at last fullnd mixGlI lip with . cartrIdges . 
for smal l game, alld su OlL \ Vith some trouble I man· · .. 
aged to get together :t dozen cartridges of the righ t sort,anu . 

. had thell1 handed into lhe boat with thci gUllS, and down I 

• 

.' . 

. stepped;· but., as i ll luck would have it, the iJlatform in the . 
' .• boat was odly ' made .' of loose bamboos, and gave way as .1 
,steppe( l : a1ll1. tIll' whole 'of my preciolls cartridges, exce pt four, • 

' .. " fell into the "'a l" I' at tllc bottu lll of tilt,) bo:tL \ Vith manY:L 
.. curse I pllshed· ull' for tile "ll orc. 'l'11l-' 1l began a .l l'emcnliulIH 

.. chatterillg amongst til e Illen un the boat : tillS ktd to be 
.. ' Bllppressed by bugllagl! ra t.her stronger t Itall 4is in ordinary 

use, and· the row w:tS ~t.(l l'Il(-, d hefure J readl cd tit " place where • 
I was to land , As tll C ht>at. tOlluiIed lhe Lallk,and just as I 
was rroi ll lY to get Ollt, a Y(JlIlIgste r, wiIOIll lily sllikari is teacb~ 

.' iug ;'ool craft, .callctl Ollt ~'. ui jee gal1llal" (there is the Rhino· 
" . -eeros). 1100k eo in t he directill ll be poiul.e( l, [tnu about twenty 

. ' . . yanlsJ-llrm:tJe out p~trt uf a ,h uge body ill ,LlIC th ick "junglu, 
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, ~lJd immclliately after the head of. ,n~,Rhinoceros appeared ' 
over soille bllshes, I had been tol,l by M" a w,eil, known 
S,lQllllcrbullu sportsllmn , never to, fire, at, a ,Rhmo s head" 
a..~ it - was waste of ti.alC, .wd natIVe ,s)lIka.nes have , fre~, 
quently told, mc' the, same thing. but. ~ this instance I cO\lI~ 
not ' "'et a shot behll1r1 the Hhould er or car, -the only two 
place~ on a Rhinoceros t.hatshikaries , c6nsi'~cr f"t~L I saw 
that if! did not 1'1111 the ri sk of a shot at th e 81( le of ,the h ead 
I should ,probably get nosho~ nt ;1,11, as th e Rhino would cer-' 
t~inly wind us :),nd bolt, I, aimed bc l o'~ the car, b~tlVee n the 
root of the car and the eye>and fired, allliJlV:lSnot a littl e pleas- .' 
cd to see the ,Rhi'n.o drop, A second shot/went t1lrough the front. • 
}lart of the skull low down and smash e~ the jaw, I theu , I ~t , 
tivo natives in the bank l:.llaze away WIth their guns, but theu" 
lead bullets made no, impression whatever, and I filli shed the 
Rhino with another hardened bltllet, :Hy shikari , who, ]<ad 

, uurin'" this t ime been inside the jungle, \\;:t,tchillg :,L mal elthino
ceros,"'came Oll t in' a devil of a rage LO know whntall this tiring 
,vas abOtit. and was a good deal astonished to find a l1.hiilt) 
deM; he )HLd only seen one, the male, rt tld did , not know that 
there lVa.~ a female too, I had shot the fcm,d e thi nking it was 
the one he harl sent me khubber of. H e told nw' that when the . " \ . . 
flrst shot wa.s hred the male, wlllch llat.! oply a slll al l hum, had ' 
not'moved ,; the sccolid shot had made hilfl go off about twenty 
yaj-ds, and t.he third and other shots Il 'lJIlhivcil him away, As 
the male went off, tlte sli ik:tri S:lW a three parts g rown butcha go 
awrty in anoth,erdirection, Wc had togo back to the big boat for 
'more alllmunition, an ll much til11e \\'rtS lost, \Ve came back and 

, followed up the t racks of the t1l>L1 e fOI' a mile, through thick 80-
ouderi jungle, but did no t c011le on him; the shots had proba,bly 
lhiven him off a long Wrty, It, was getting late,and as wallderinO' 

, about in the evening in the 800nu erbuUlI jungles, which' he~ -
swarm with man-eating tigers, is extremely risky, we l'etul:ned 
to the 'boat, The n(,)xt Illorn ing all hands .were set to , work to. 
skin the Rhino, which, was full grown, and a Illuch Iaraer beast ,~ '" 
than I had expected to find in the Soonderbunds, The skin-
ning took the 'men the greater part of' the day, till the after_ 
noon ebb tide, when' I had to go on, The shikari ' thought it, " 

r.~", . ' -, would be no use to try and track the male, as the shots 'lTad pro , 
~~~;:' , bk~ly_driven him away to a long ,distance, Whilst the men were 
',~:;~:'-, ' S llllllng the Rhino, a tiger roared for some time on the other ' , 

bank of the river, I crossed o,:,er in the dinghy to try and get a , 
shot, ~ut hewo~ not s~lOW lllIllsel,f, th?ugh he s~opped roaring. 

" , 
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, The Jungle wM 'very thICk, and gomg m after 11111l.. on foot was 
not t.o be thought of; certainly not for an indiffen!ht sh~t lik·e 
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: i~. ll'l:yself. I was glad to .find my heavy rifle such a hard hitter; 
~'l":. , and also that a'Rhino's headwas not impenetrable to'a harden

" , , ed bullet ?ri ven by six drams of goodpowder.',Che bullets 
had gone lUtO the skull as if it ha1 been made of bro\vn paper: 

A few da?ys \tfter U\lling this Rhino my shikal'i took me '" 
to another place in the Soonderbunds, where he had khubber . 

.. 
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• 

of two others, a male and a female, On arrival at the place we ' 
were dreadfully disappointed to ,hear from some wood cutters 
that two parties of native shibries ,h\!,d come and killed both •. 

, One of these parties had bagged the m~~ and had cut him ;·, 
_ : ~p and carried his flesh home'. in their Doats. .The other , ,. 

party had laid up for the , female in the night, and had: '" 
wounded her and been afraid to follow her into the jungle 

. - next day, and harl gone aw:ay empty handed; the Rhino's body 
had afterwards floated down the river in a putrid state . 
Natives arc very fond of RI lino's ficsh"aml botll Hindoos of 
good caste and M:i.homedans may cat it. I had the tongue of 
the one I shot salted, and found it very good, ' 

You would be startled to seethe charges natives put in 
their rusty old guns when they go out Rhinoceros shooting. ' 
One man, who.had, shot several, told me that he did not con
sider bis 'gun properly loaded till the tpp of the mm rOIl stood 

. up eight fingers above the muzzle of the gUll. Their guns, of 
course; frequently burst. ' 

I was out after Rhinoceros last year andn shikarila.ughed 
when he saw me only load ,vith 6 drams of powder. Hesaid a' , 
Rhino would not feel that. Natives have a notion th(\t wb,en 
a gun is properly loaded for Rhinoceros it should kick well; 
soas I had a~l old muzzle loading rifle, a , fearful kicker, I put 
six drams of powder into each'barrel and gave it to the man 
to try . . The fool pulled both barrels at once, and nearly got his 

~ teeth shaken out with the twelve drams; 'as he was partially 
recovering his breatli I p,skEd ·him if he thought that would 
about do, and he gasped out that no Rhino could stand tha,t. 
The loading of.my guns' now is never interfere<l with. 

' . ;r'lle shikari I haclout this time is a , very flue fellow :l1e 
' has shota good III any Rhinos, Buffaloes, aud Tigers, and ahvays . . ., 

' ,~, goes ori foot. He is insulted ifyott say J,lw,tyo\l suppose he 
shoots .the Tio-ers from a machan. It is well kno,wnthal he 
never ·getsinto a tree, and kills all his Tigers ' by , following . 
them on foot into the jungle. When Iwas ollblast, 'year I ~ent; 
him .,ne ntbrning to look for the tracks of 'Hhino ,\nd I "'as ' 
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sitting ill my h;I'llgerow at abol\'t t,welv .. · o'~lock, . whcn~i heard . ' : 
a shot clo,c t.t:> the blmt. I was very much :1llfioyed jus I t.l10 I\ght . . ,! 

thc shibri,hal\ fircd.at.R.i'jlloc?ros, a thinl!i Ihiid pill'Licl.\l~rly . ~ : 
tollrhim l1.ofto do,:11 1 [ W:IS stdl m oh',! cn tagelUo hear twq. " .' 
other shots. , AftM ' . t illlC, t~lc:~hibri~:lmcol~t of t.hcj'~nglC, : : ... "' 

. . anu I asked what c htul fir.mLn.L H e tlbld mc, In the mOtit U11 . 

.... .. . ' :. . "con'ccrncd m:\nnc ,'DS if !IQ hnd shot a (leer, ' Ul1ithc' hadkillcd 
.' a ti"l'css.' Ithen·rio.ti ccd oomcthing wrolig with his arm, 'urld 

ask~d \vli(lt:liad Impp.en:cJ , '~ililr he told me t hat on hi R ~vayb .. ek , ·.t 
to the bont lie l'tadscc'n:i, tigre~sgo il ·I. ;'" II.way froll1 him : he fired . 

.' . 

• 

.\ 

. aml 'broke h er bi11l1 leg and she b61tc(l. ·He :tllll hi s eompaiiio ll!> 
'. mt1 iifteT hel:.nnu lqst 's ight of) I el:, wh(}nshe sud denly charged • 
· (l'll t of 11 bils\i .. :it"liilu . . H e fired, ani! ch ecked· her ~ l\llici c ll tly t .o '" . . , 

take my h e;\vy ritle frolll one ' 01' his cOlllp:lIlioll~, all.! as she '" 
sprang on liitn he fil:ed into her neck , wit.l") lIt having time to 

· plit the rifle to hi s sbould er,all.cltihu full dead 011 hi 111 and sprai n-
'et! hi$ wrist . . r1is com pitnillll , ,\·ho. h.\L' I bolted to a ditila.nc.e 
after 'handil)g hilil tlic riile . c') lifin'il cd hi s,story', aid theb'ullct .f : 

·n~arks on thebocly of the ti;.;:rc:-.<;!;l.owcd t.l"d, ,l ,c nlll st have · '" 
been shot ill lhc::'my deseribe,.[bY hiili. rh:!.! tosclII Iltim 'back 
to Hospit.al, as his :trill s\V(,ll ed rea"fldiy,an, l T "':LX afraid he had 
Bcri olls ly (bll1ag"d iL . . ~I'y ,.Qxpedit.iun I h:tI. 'y,~tr w:!s spllii.t. 1'111' 

wall t of a good lI1an aft,}\" I. e. l..,!"t. : ho \I'as an xi,)\ I, tll go 01 . , bll t I 
~I'ollltl not lcllli m. T have 11 (' \"( ' 1' " l "' 1I hi " ("I"ill :t«'h shik:cri .. LTo 
ls.a r1\"i,l ralfi lr:tl"\;er,:L gllod shllt ·at slll)rt ··disl;\'I·Il·."'';,' and very 
plucky .. H 0":1. eonlllllll. 1; (·":~· :II. .. ~11l .';,.;.ul)III:lli: His hth..,r was 
a shikit6, .a.llll also k illed ctlll\ll lbl.! r 0)' t.i"e.rs 1) .1 foot bM· t\;i. Il':::· 
gel"OllS Sp.OI;t, ItS t ig9r shoo,till? 0 11 r~p t is,"Lc llutllageti. to ' ljj;vc '~ :- ';, 

". a good ohl age, :lll~hcJ llllllS beel. . '.' .. ' j 
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