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A LUCKY SHOT AT RHINOCEROS
IN THE SOONDERBUNDS.

3y W, .
Dear Sim,—1 bagged-my first Rhino the other day. ]

wis going along in :L-Iﬁig“hua{, down onc of the Soonderbund
* yivers, when my shikari, who had gone on ahead to look out
for game, sent back the dinghy with khubber that a Rhino-
~ceros was feeding on the bank, and to come sharp. The news
“caused the usual “ golmal” that does occur under such cir-
cumstances; all my people secemed off their heads ; -the

“cartridees specially - loaded for Rhino were not forth-
coming, and were at last found mixed up with .cartridges-
for small game, and so on. With some trouble I man-.
aged to get together a dozen cartridges of the right sort, and -
had them handed into the boat with the guns, and down I
stepped, but, as ill luck would have it, the platform in the .
Jboat was only made. of loose bamboos, arfd gave way as _I’
stepped : and the whole of my precious cartridges, except four,

* fell into the water at the bottomof the boat.  With many a
curse 1 pushed oft for the shore. Then began a tremendous
“chattering amongst the men on the boat: tln.\s'h:ul to be
anppreﬁscd by language rather stronger than $s in ordinary
use, and the row was stopped before 1 reached the place where @
T was to land, As the boat touched the bank, and just as I
was going to get out, a youngster, v.'hum"my ﬁlnilfuri 18 tcz}cll_—

_ ing wood craft, called out “o1 jee gmul_ul (there 18 the Rhino-

~ ceros). 1 looked in the direction he puuqul, and ab_out twenty

yards pif mdde out part of adiuge body in ‘thc thick “jungle,
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~and immediately after the head of aeRhinoceros appeared
over some bushes. 1 had been told by M., a w.ell’ known
Soonderbund sportsman, never to fire at a Rhino’s head,
as it-was waste of time, and native shikaries have fre-
quently told mé the same thing, but, ‘; this instance I could
not get a shot behind the shoulder ‘or car, the only two
places on a Rhinoceros that shikaries consider fatal. I saw
that if I did not run the risk of a shot at the side of .the head
: . I skould probably get noshot at all, as the Rhino would cer-
b tainly wind usand bolt. T aimed below the ear, between the
root of the ear and the eye, and fired, akl was not a little pleas- .2
ed to see the Rhino drop. A second shot went through the front,
part of the skull low down and smashed the jaw. I then let
two natives in the bank hlaze away with their guns, but their:
lead bullets madé no impression whatever, and I finished the
Rhino with another hardened buillet. My shikari, who Jad
" during this time been inside the jungle, watching a male Rhino-
ceros, came out in a devil of a rage to know what all this tiring
was about, and wasa good deal astonished to find a Rhino
dead; he had only seen one, the male, and did not know that
there was a female too. Ihad shot the female thinking it was
- the one he had sent me khubber of. He told me that when the
first shot was fired the male, which had only a small horn, had
not moved ; the second shot had made him go off about twenty
yards, and the third and other shots had driven him away. As
the male went off, the shikari saw a three parts grown butcha go
away in another direction. We had to go back to the bigboat for
nore ammunition, and much time was lost. We came back and
followed up the tracks of the male for a mile, through thick So-
onderi {':mgle, but did not come on him ; the shots had probably
driven him off a long way. Tt was getting late,and aswanderine
about in the evening in the Soonderbuud jungles, which * here -
swarm with man-eating tigers, is extremely risky, we returned
to the boat. The next morning all hands were set to  work to
~ skin the Rhino, which- was full grown, and a much lareer beast ®
. thanIhad expected to find in the Soonderbunds. The skin-
§a, ning took the ‘men the greater part of the day, till the after-
noon ebb tide, when'I had to go on. The shikari thoucht it
. would be no use to try and track the male, as the shots Ifad pro .
A ba-.bly_driven him away to a long distance. Whilst the men were
skinning the Rhino, a tiger roared for some time on the other -
bank of the river. I crossed over in the dinghy to try and get a
shot, but he wo@d not show himself, though he stopped roaring.
¢ jungle'was very thick, and going in after him on foot was
not tp be thought of 5 certainly not for an indiffer®ht shot like




% . and also that 4 Rhino’s head was not impenetrable to-a harden-
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" never gets into a tree, and kills all his Tigers by following.
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myself. I was glad to sfind my heavy rifle such a hard hitter,

- ed bullet driven by six drams of good powder. The bullets
had gone into the skull as if it had been made of brown paper.

A few ddys after ﬁélling this Rhino my shikayi took me

to another place in the Soonderbunds, where he had khubber.
of two others, amale and a female. On arrival at the place we * -

were dreadfully disappointed to-hear from some wood cutters
that two parties of native shikaries had come and killed both.
-One of these parties had bagged the II%&'.Q, and had cut him
up and carried his flesh home in their Boats. The other
party had laid up for the female in the night, and had
wounded her and been afraid to follow her into the jungle
next day, and had gone away empty handed ; the Rhino’s body
had afterwards floated down the river in a putrid state.
Natives are very fond of Rhino’s flesh and both Hindoos of
good caste and Mahomedans may eat it. I had the tongue of
the one I shot salted, and found it very good.

You would be startled to sce the charges natives put in

their rusty old guns when they go out Rhinoceros shooting. -

One man, who had shot several, told me that he did not con-
sider his gun properly loaded till the top of the ram rod stood
-up eight fingers above the muzzle of the gun. Their guns, of
course, frequently burst.

P

I was out after Rhinoceros last year anda shikari laughed

when he saw me only load with 6 drams of powder. He said a °

Rhino would not feel that. Natives have a notion that when
a gun is properly loaded for Rhinoceros it should kick well,
so as I had an old muzzle loading rifle, a fearful kicker, 1 put

. 4 . eE
six drams of powder into each barrel and gaveit to the man . .

to try. The fool pulled both barrels at once, and nearly got his

« teeth shaken out with the twelve drams;:as he was partially
recovering his breath I asked him if he thought that would
about do, and he gasped out that no Rhino could stand that.
The loading of my guns now is never interfered with.

 The shikari I had out this time isa very fine fellow : hie

“has shot a good many Rhinos, Buffaloes, and Tigers, and always. |

goes on foot. He is insulted if you say fhat you suppose he
shoots the Tigers from a machan. It is well known that he

them on foot into the jungle. When I was out last year I sent

him enc norning to look for the tracks of Rhinoand I was -
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sitting in my budgerow at about twelve o'clock, when I hea.rd

a shot close Lo the ‘hoat. I'was very much .mnoyc,d as I thought -

the shikari,had fired,at Rhinoceros, a t,hmgI had par ticularly
told him :mt to do, myd T was still more enraged:to hear two

other shots. Aitu‘ time the %]il](’l.lls.l{n(' uut, of Lho‘}uualc e

“and I asked what lie had fired at. He ®1d me, in the most un-
'crmcerncd manucy, as if he had shot a deer,” thit he had killed

atigress. I then rioticed somuthmﬂ' w:onn' with his arm, and.

askod what had lmppcncd and he t:)ltl mie that on his way back
- to the boat he had'secn a tigress going away from him : hé fired
and broke her hind leg-and she holtc. d. He and his :ompanions

ran after her.and lost swht of hier, when she suddenly charged

- out of a bush at liim. e fived, and clicekied her »«ulhuontly to -

take my heavy rifle from one -of his companions, and as she
.._sprang on him he fired into her neck, withont having time to

~ put therifle to his shoulder, andshe fell dead on him 'uulspl‘un- S

“ed hig wrist. His companion, who had bolted to a distance
after handing him the rifle, confirmed hisstory, and the bullet
marks on the. body of the tigress Showed that she must have
been shot in theway described by hitn.” I'had tosend him back
to Hospital, as his arm swelled fearfully, and Twas afraid he had
seriously damaged it. My -oxpedition that year was spoilt for
want of a ":)nll man after he left : ho was anxious to @o on, but I
swanld sotlot i, T havdaaver son n hiseqnal ns'h shik ari- Lo
is a flrst raté tracker, a good shotat short  distncis s,»and very
plu(ky He is a common Bengali Mussulmani. His father wis
a shikari, and also killed a number of tigers o foot, bty dan-

gclous %p(}xt as tig %II()(}LIII"‘ on loot is, hc IVRITE wul to hivewor .

B good old age, < an hed n 1115 bed
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