The Menaaerie of the Peshwa—its site and
description given in contemporary Records

(between A.D. 1778 and 1794)

BY

P. K. GODE, M.A, Curator, B. O R, InsTITuTE, PooNa.,

N a note published in the Pioceedingst!) n the Bharata Itthasa
Samshodnan Mandal, Poona, Sardar G N Mujumdar, C.1 E

has 1dentified the place of Peshwa's menagerie (Siderdhana) n the
City ot Poona on the stiength of a sale-deed of property dated
Saka 1700=A D 1778, Accoiding to this identification the site
of the Peshwa’s m2nagerie 1s now occupied by (1) the nouse of one
Mr N. R Gunjal and (2) the temple of Sii Natahart  Sardar
Mujumdar 1s of opmiwon that this temple of Narahari is notan

ani:wnt one but constructed duting the last days of the Peshwa's
ru el

In view of the above 1dentification of the site of the Peshwa's
menaJerte as proved by a document of A D 1778 we are curions
to know if theteate any contemporary descuiiptions of this menagerte
by foreign visttors ot other writers of the time  But this problem
may batter be left to ths expert historians of the Peshwa peitod of
the Maratha history. I shall, however 1ecord here the deseription
of the above menageie as given by Edward Moot about
A D 1790and secorded by him in his Narrafwe publishéd
London n A D 1794 This desciiption reads as follows =
LPage 766 of Moot's Narrative—

—

1 See Mfwrtraof the B T § Mandyl, Poona, p 8~The house of Sardwr Muumdar is
situated at prerent m the Kasila Peth, Toona €y, House Mo 207 The ute of thus house was
purchased hy the grand father of the grand father of Sardar Mujumdar of the name Naro Nilakantha
from s owners (1) Shsvays Shanm kar and (2) Marasingrao Ballal of (ke Mandavagane family of Poona,
On thus site a house was construcied by the forefithers of Sardw Munmdar viz Naro Gangadhar and
hsson Nilkantha Nararana In the «ale deed of thus ste th. boundanes are mentioned as follows ==
“To the Fast Malhar Ram Bagat, to the South Masral Narayan Gapeup, to the west the menagene

(Sskarkh ina) of the Sarkar (= Pesha), beyon ! that a 10ad, to the Morth a lane and beyond thit
Bhatambhat Dhure eic” - - :

The sale deed 15 dated Saka 1700, nlamis nama Snumvatara, Asving, Suddhs 1.

2. For bigphict deall of Edwird Méor vide page 313 of Amadte R & R. fofid!
Vol XiX which contams my paper on the Hinda Nose-omamentl ~
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“ The Peshwa has a menageriel!) of wild animals but is not
a large, nor a very select colleciion It consists of a
vhinoteros, a fwn, several royal figers, leopards,
panthers and other animals of the Cat kind,—An
extraordinary camel1s by fa1 the most cuiious cieature
in the collection 1t 1s of that species called, we
believe, the Bactenian Camel,® and has two humps
of such unwieldy dimensions, that when lying down
it cannot easily rise fiom theii enoimous weight 1t 18
quite white, with very long hair, a chaiacte ristic of its
spectes, about 1ts head and neck, The animal 1s of
course a Zususnatwra It was, as well as the
rhinocevos, a present fiom Scindia The Jnx 1sa
delicite anmal, called 1n India and Persia fiom 1ts

black eairs seeha-goosh,3) Su Charles Malet®) has all
these animals, with otheis, 1eptesented 1n clay by a
Brahmin,® who has gieat ment 1n his modellings(® :

1 Rajavyavahare hova composed by oider of Shinap the Great Ly Raghunatha I'andus comains
the following verses about Stkarkhana —

* fymratn qdfemmer fasdd Fogim’ Uy
wae¥ qfgm ey RrEd g ||
ga% : ofear =y 3R ey wE
wrgiqefayam Rag dfmms u

— W

On 2and July 1754 some expenditure on Peshwa’s S barbhana 15 recorded in conneclion with a

% et AT ™ (vde Peshma Daftar XA11,—No 152, p. 95)

2 ‘The Becinan Camel 15 reprecented on the reverse of the coan of the Indo Greek mler Kadphises 1
(about 20 A D) Inmnthe ratk Cenfury AD the Baciran Camel with two humps was sull hred m
npper Smd (vide p 236 of Early Husfory of India by Vmcent Smuth, Onfond, 19147 4 § B 1892,
p 224 of Vol IXI, PartI) T'id p 134 footote 2— Mahabharata mentions aves, Camels and mules
m assocltion  Kautilya mn hos Arfharetira meniions diet for mules, asses, cows, buffaloes, and Camels
wide p 145 of Sham Sastry’s Trins 1929) i

The clhy pnson of Esarhaddon dated b77—2 B € found at Nmeveh n 1929 1efers to Bactrian
ECamels m the followmg line —

“ Thew ncing horses cattle, flocks (and) Bacdrian Camels™ (wide p 21, line 51 of the Prsons of
Esarhaddon ete , London 1931

3 What 1- the Persen equivalent of ** Seeah-grogk™? The Hmduslanee name of hinx (from the
Persman) 15 Sshagosh or “black ear” It was employed in chase by Akbar (din, p 290) vide pp 373~
376, of Bermier's Travelr (Consiable, 1891)

4 Bruih Resydent st the Poona Court

5 Ths Brahmm artist needs to be identified

6 I wonder if these modellings have heen preserved Moor (pp 363-364 of Narrative) descnbes
the residence of Malet at Sangam 1n Poona together with 115 guden contuning a vine yard, apple and
peach trees, cypress etc a5 alsn his collection of horsis from Armbi and Persia, not to 2y suveral
elephants user for state vuats.  He also refers to the extensne markets of Peons and a “long sireet m

which are displayed a great vanety of Enguish fimery such as logkung-glasses, tlole lamps ¢tc, The

polios of Poons wege uncommonly well regulaied”,
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the placid serenity of the cams/, and the ferocious
confidence of the ziger he is happy in hitting,"m)

_ In connection with the foregoing description of Peshwa’s mena.
gerie of C A D 1790 I may note here the mnterest of Raja Shahu
of Satara (A.D 1682-1749) 1n curious animals from the Himalayas.
In a letter?) addressed by him to the Peshwa he had ordered the
following amimals for his menagerie .

(1) Iraqui horse from Lahore, (2) Vanagas and (3) Kasturs
Mrga from Shrinagar and (a) Hunz paks:.

There are other letterst® 1n this Peshwa Daftar selection reter-
ring to Shahu's interest in several animals and the efforts made by

1 Ina Mamthy work called Mestaba Pustaba composed between A D, 1690 and 1700 the
Sskar bhana 15 derenbed as follows —

« fggreamat fad 1 o i 9t 79 1 gfiw
ate¥ diw fre® | Shwer anfor st 0 g o TRl
Tt G U Gfter 1% o | g faa
et &g {1 TG0 0 &% | FRERH T =E |
S IS T T | ISF WYL 0T | YT I ATWGT W o ||
A0S YIEFET HAEE | ARG T Age ) ¥ A Pt sew
raREl 1l 9y 1 T AT R o R 3w
q3fra 1 F oy st | &5 o
(?:dup#ﬂnfﬂ'l.{ § ues, gfagm)
When was the % SITETT ” or Ostuch first mtroduced mio Indian menagenes? Accarding to Moles-

worth the word * SITEIRT * 1 of Persn ongin
2. Letter No 22 of Pathwa Dafiar Selection No 7 {AD 1707-1720).
3 P D No 7 contains the fo'lowing letters regarding Shahu's mierest in anmals —-
Letier No 25 (17820 ? }—Amarsing Bun-ele sent to Shahn Baja, Jure and & paw of dogs

" Letter No 27—Nilo Balla! Chimis sends @TTHTH (expert 1 tranmg ST burds or quails) togethey
with some quasl birds for Shehn

Lettsr No 2§=Reference to the purchase of two hawls ( ST ) for Rs. 5000 for king Shaha.

Letter No 25—0rder 1o procure good pwgs and dags for Shahn.

Letter No 6—Order to purchase Camels and korses for Shahu

The * Hum Pakn’ nrdered by Shahu mn leffer No 2218 1dentical with the hud ¥ Humma® celebrated
in Tran  There 15 2 helief amonz the Pervans that a person who 1 to ched by the shadow of this bird
becomes a kung A model of this hard m gold and f]':'l."-elll'.*r,j-r furmed part of Tipu ~oltan’s throne. In
A D 799, Marquse of Welleley «ent this model 1o the Directors of the East India Conpanv in London
for beiny presented to His Majesly King George I[I1  Smce this bme 1t 15 m the Royal Museam

It 15 reported that this bord was presented to Lord Wellesley m 4 D 2820 1n honour of all ns
services to Govt.  Frnends of W llesley gave currency to a story that there was 1 nest o a Humma hird
in & bamyan tree under which Wellesley used to sit dunng summer pnor to lis eéxpedition agamst Mysore,
Thes of this bircl must have touched Wellesley at thus yme and as = yesult of thus tauch he becams
smccessful m s Mysore expedinon

For more particulars abont this Humma bird vide Mikas Samgraliz, Ed. by Pamsnis —* Nofe on
Tipul's Tierone and other roval emblems,” Vol. I11 Nov 1910, pp. 10-11 My Gtiefi.jofl was chawn
0 ths note by Mr S . Sspadn B Ar (Hogs) of the BOWR. losymte; poong,
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bim 40 procure them from Northern India and elsewhere Shahu
was a keen shMari and deveted te all kinds of spoits  He tried to
get for his menagetie dogs, horses, 1are burds, yaks, leopards, musk
geer and other 1a1e ammals  Rao Bahadut G S, Saidesat 1efetning
to these letters aptly ohseives —

“A Maratha to the core, the idle years spent in the Mogul
Zenana failed to impair his love of an open-air lfe,
Thiough all these letters bieathes ar au of simplicity,
which he inhetited fiom his illustiious grand-tather
(Shivay) and which 1s a nauonal trait of the

Marathas.”

I'am inclined to believe that the menageiie of the last Peshwa
desciibed by Capt Edward Moot C A D 1790 owes its inspuatian
to the Maratha rulers hke Shahu and Shivap though the Peshwas
as successors of these early Matatha 1uless nught have maintained
theirr menagerie perthaps as an ornamental featuie of then pomp and
glory rather than ircm a genuine love of animals, so characterisuc

of king Shahu as we have seen above.

About the lynx (or seeka goosk) noticed by Capt. Edward
Moor in the Peshwa’s menagerie C A D 1790 at Poona we may
record here that Abul Fazl (C. 7590 4 D) 1dus to wm his
Ain-1-Akbar: as follows — 3

“His Majesty (Akbar) is vety fond of using this plucky
little amimal for hunting purposes In fornwr time 1t
would attack a hate or fox, but now it hills black
buck” (4 p 290)

This mode of hunting has been graphically’ descuibed by
€apt Alexander Hamilton in his Aew Account of the Eust Indies
(2 Vols.—Edinburgh, 7727) Vol 1, p 124 as fol'oss —

“Deer, Antelopes, Hares and Foxes aie then wild game,
which they hunt with Dogs Leopas ds, and a <mall
fierce greature, called by them Nce gopse It 1s about
the size of Fox, with long prickt Ears Jike an Hae,
and a face like a cat, a giey back and sides, and
Belly and Breast white I believe they are 1are for
I never saw mote than one. When they ate taken
out to hunt an Horseman catises 1t behind him hood-
winkt, and their Deer and Antelopes, being pietty
familiar, will not start before horses come ve 1y Nedl
He who caities Shoe goose takes off the hood and
shows 1t the game, which with Jas ge swift springs, it
soon overtakes, and leaping op. they Backs, and get.
trng forward to the shoulders, seratches then eyes out
and gives the hunters an easy prey”.(1

Prmm Fr———r—y ™ P T s sl it -
. o Homanoté o R 47 gf Pagmers Travls (andon, 189]) whete (g ugr quolss Ave an
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I shall now close this shoit paper on the Shzkar-#hana of the
Peshwa by inviting the attention of the readess to the interesting
description of the “ field spoits of Aurangzeb ” recorded by Ber nier
inthis letter dated 744 Deseniber 1664 from Delhi to Monsisur
de Maivellles  In this letter Beinier 1ecords the following points
about spo1ts.—

(1) Hunting canied on by Auragzeb with one /¢ of
his ttoops in Kashnur

(2) Uncultivated land reserved as game forest near Agra

and Delhi and along both sides of the road leading
to Lahoie

(3) Field spoits cartied on under the supeivision of the
Grand Master of the Hunt

(4) Decciiption of the manner inwhich antelopes aie
chased with tame leopards

(5) Mode of hunting the nil-ghaux o1 grey oxon, which
ate a spectes of elk

(6) Use of Hawks for catching Cianes,

(7) Hunung the lion with a maesketoon—Killing a lion
co stdeied as a fivourable om=n—Escape of a lion
consideted 4s an evil omen —Record of the hon's
size etc 1n the 1oyal aiches —(Compaie ¢ame book of
Albar in which a complete account of game killed
was tecorded —Jehangu in his Alemeors es gives details
of s hunung explots between the age of 72 10 50
He shot 17,167 head of all kinds, including 86 tige1s,
41 spa11ows, 3 76 crows (1) and alligators)

(8) Optum given to the ass which 1 hept as a prey to
attiact the lion to be shot,

It wonld be woithwhile reconstructing the JZulory of Indin
£eld short fiom the most ancie nt tmes to the present day  Fo this
puipose several monogiaphs would le nicecary winhaview to
recording the available data on the subject 1n detarl  In studying
this subject we shall hwve to obszive closely what Indiin spore
owes to foreign contacts fiom Gieece, Rome, Peisia, etc 1 drewnt
times and fiom the Muhammedans and Futopedns in medieval and
modern times 1 would like to know from our Muslun fitends w hat
special tieatises on hunting ate avaiable 1n Persian o1 Arab &
There 15 much scatteted matenal on merezge o1 Hunting in Sanshait
sources but 1t needs to be explomed by lovers of the histuy of

Indian sport,
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