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“CAMUNDI” OF HARSACARITA OF BANA
A CRITICAL REVIEW!

Dr. SUDARSHAN KUMAR SHARMA?

Bana in his Harsacarita while dilating upon the caution of Skanda Gupta '
made to Harsavardhana against his all-confiding disposition, refers to an
accidental happening against Puskara the king of Camund: whose life was sipped
by the spying soldiers of the army of the king of Campa.®* This happening -
historical event as it does striks, needs a detailed examination as to who king
proper the Lord of Campa was and it also needs the identity to be proved of
“Camund?” a place, a capital or a countty proper whose king / one named
Puskara was fond as he was of hunting Rhinoceroses who normally have their
abundance in the country of Kimarlipa / Pragjyotisa, modern Assam. A review of
the history of Anga and Kamariipa along with the place proper Camundi shall
have to be taken up to arrive at the identity proper of the terms quoted above.

E. B. Cowell and F. W. Thomas* in their English Translaton of Harsacarita
wranslate the lines as under :-

“The life of the chase-loving Puskara King of Camundi was sipped while he
was extirpating rhinoceroses, by the lord of Camp#'s soldiers ensconced in a
grave of tall stemmed reeds”.

Stryanardyana Chaudhari in his Hindi translation says (English version given
below).

“The king of Camundi Puskara, was very fond of hunting. At the time he was
killing rhinoceroses, that very moment, the soldiers ambushed within the forest
of reeds of lofty stalks, brought about the end of his life.”

Jagannatha Pathaka says :-

“The soldiers of the king of Campa sitting having ambushed within the
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forests of reeds having tall stalks put an end to the life of the Lord of Camundi
named Puskara who was engaged in killing Rhinoceroses.” R. D. Karmarkar in
his “Bana’’ says

NAME RESULT
(19) Puskara (Lord of City Camundi) Was killed in the Nala forest
addicted to hunting by the army of the king of Campa.

Jivananda Vidya Sagara edition tika says®

“Uddandeti Uddandani Udgatanalani nadvalesu nadabhuyisthadesesu yani
nala vanani --- tesu nilinah sugtiddham sthitah Campeti Campé-dhipasya tadakhya-
nagari pateh camiisu sendsu caranti bhramanti tisthantiti yavar tathoktah bhatah
virah campadhipa sainikih ityarthah mrgayasaktasya akhetavyasaninah gandakan-
“gandara” iti vanga bhasayd prasiddhdn khadginah mathnatab vyapadayatah
ityarthah Camundi pateh - Camundi nama nagari ta;sya patih isvarah tasya
puskarasya tadakhyasya rajiiah pranan jivanam acemuh bhaksayamasuh”
Sankara’s sanketikhyi tik3® only gives a sanketa i.e. an indication.

“sandakah khadgadyah Praninah Camunditi nagari nama acemurabhaksayan”
P. V. Kane' in his Notes Says :-

Candakah - A Rhinoceres. Uddandam-High stemmed, nadvalam abounding
in reeds. Nalavana-Forest of reeds. Campd was the capital of Anga or North
Bengal Camiim Carantiti Carah Bhatah Camundi seems to have been the name
of city.

Dilipa Kumara Kafijilal in his article — “Ancient Indian Geography in
Banabhatta” has quoted this incident at Foot Note No. 100 but has not explained
its historical value. '

He has only quoted Campa as a city, on the Bhégirathi four miles to the west
of Bhagalapura and as one of great six cities of the ime of Buddha. He quotes
Mahaparinirvina Siitra mentioning Campa as one of the great cities of the time."?
Dr. Yugal Kishore Mishra™ in his article “ANGA : ITS NAME AND EXTENT” has
illustrated the point that the kingdom of Afga comprised the modern districts of
Bhagalapura and Monghyr and extended northwards upto Kosi river and included
western portions of the distriet pirnia. It also included some parts of
modern Santhal Pargana of Bihar. Quoting Santiparva of Mahabhirata he says :-
Anga had also extended its supremacy over Magadha. He also quotes a king
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Brahmadatta of Anga having defeated Magadha and conquered Rajagriha.*
Mahabharata S$antiparva XXIX refers to one Brhadratha as the king of Aﬂga‘-‘“’
Angasya Yajamdnasya tada Visnupade girau™®-— Likewise indicates the area of
Magadha having a Visnupadagiri distinct from one referred to in the Mahrauli
Iron pillar inscription of Candra (Candragupta Vikramaditya of Gupta regime).
Kalidasa in his Raghuvamséa VI 27-30%7 refers to Anganatha coming as a suitor for
Indumati, having his elephants trained by the Professors of elephantine science
but does not name him to allow the critic to trace out the name of the king who
occupied the throne of Campa in the Gupta period. S. A. Sabnis’ in his Kalidasa,
his style and his times, and Dr. Bhagavat Sarana Upadhaya® in his “Kalidsa Ki
Bhérata”, Dr. V. V. Mirashi® in his Kalidasa, Dr. Dimbeévara Sharma® in his “An
interpretative study of Kalidasa and Vagiévara Vidya-lankara® have all ignored
the point of identification of Angardja and Anganatha of Kalidasa. '

Bana has definitely alluded to an incident having happened during the time
of turmoils and that certainly seems to be one detailed by Dandi in his . .
Dadakumara-carita wherein he has centred his activity of political events around
the welfare and security of Angardja Simha Verma for whose safeguard he has
concentrated the achievements of Rajavahana son of King of Magadha along with
the other princes namely Apahara Varma, Upahar Verma, Mitra Gupta,
Arthaapala, Viruta, Puspabhava, Pramati and Somadatta who symbolises the
participants of the intercecine struggle going on in the post Gupta epoch having
Magadha-Malava conflict for regainment of the supremacy. Dandi ultimately
solves the riddle by ensuring the supremacy of Magadha in collaboratdon with
Angaraja Simha Varma having demolished the invidious moves of the forces of
Malava Kings who did not have a sacred intention though an intention to usurp
what they were not capable of because of their unrighteous tendencies. Hence
we shall have to concentrate on Simha Varma as Angddhipa of Bana who
happened to have the first-hand knowledge of political happening wherein
Camundi Pati Puskara fond of killing Rhinoceroses was killed by the secret spies
of the forces of Angardja. Puskara a definite name given by Bana also affords us
a cue to the surmise that he must have seen a king of an area where the forests
infested by Rhinoceroses were not very far away so as to enable him to reach
there from his own capital Camundi.

Dandi in his Dasakumaracarita (Kathabhidge) Ucchvasa two, mentions
“angesu gangatata bahiScampayam® clearly indicating the point that Anga
country in his times had Campa for its Capital and the shores of Ganga were
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on the outskirts of Campa. His clear allusion “Campesvarena Sifthavarmana
Sahopagatya Dhanamitrah Pranipapita” clearly alludes to the fact that Anga
having capital for Campa had Sirihavarma for its overlord. He refers to the
king of Mithild as Prahara Varma®, Kalingaraja as Kardana,® Andhranatha as
Jaya Simha¥, Vidarbharija Punyavarma having son for Ananta Varma and
grandson for Bhiskarvarma® hailing from Bhoja Vamsa Utkalapatih Pracanda
Varma®, king of Kusumapwri as Ripufijaya®™, Suhmapati as Tungadhanva®.
Keeping in view the security and" progress of Anga-Magadha confederacy
regaining its lost prestige from the Malavaradja Manasira defeated and killed,
Dangi has given only those kings' names who come directly into conflict in
collaboration with Malavaraja and those who combined in confederation with
the Magadhardja Rajahamsa defeated in a second encounter by Malavaraja
having Angaraja entrapped but got released by his son Rijavahana working in
communion with the nine princes who ultimately joined him in Campa®, a fact
pointedly corroborating the point that Simha Varma the sovereign Lord of
Anga was the next to kin ally of the Magadharaja to the throne of Milava (the
latter having Ujjayini as its capital whom he ultimately in line with the other
nine princes had ordered an independent role of subsidiary vassals to
Rajavahana, his son.

“atah Puspapura rijye ménasara rejye ca rajavihana mabhisicya Avasistani
rijyani navebhyah Kumarebhyo yathoditamh Sampradaya.”* As already observed
by me in my earlier papers.

“nasikyamadhya Paritas’ Caturvarna Vibhiisita, astika citpuri yasyam astavarna
hvayah nrpah*”" this verse of Dandi should evidently refer to Campéd (nésikya
madhyd pwr)) and not to Kafici as held by jivananda Vidya Sagars® in his
Vyakhya because the absolute anxiety displayed by Dandi in his Dasakumara
carita for the security of the life and kingdom of Sirhavarma Angaraja with
whose help Magadhardja Rajahansa and his son Rajavahana managed to create a
neutral spot a nepathya where to collect ultimately after individual victories

against the ailing kings whose administration had all types of corrupt practices
- prevailing as such earning thereby the name of Romance of Roguery to the work
DKC "actually an effort on the part of Dandi to ensure a unified administrative
unit having supremacy of paramount sovereign.

Dandins allusion to “Kamandaka” in line with Kautilya®® and Bana's borrowing
of his first verse from Dand1.¥
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“Catmurmukha Mukhambhoja Vanahansa Vadhiirmama.
manase ramatam nityam sarvasukla Sarasvat”

occurring only in the Calcutta Edition but missing in Bombay edition followed by
others such as P. V. Kane, Jaganatha Pathaka, Sfiryanarayana Chaudhari, E. B.
Cowell and F. W. Thomas, and even Dr. V. S, Agravala, prompts one to conclude
the. posteriority of Bana to Dandi who flourished in all’ probability after
Kdmandaka and contemporaneously or before or even after Visnusarma who
wrote his Paficatantra as a grand father of the donee of the Tandivada grant
which was issued from Pistapiire of Ancient Kalifga (5th century A. D)* as held
by Dr. Sarat Candra Behera in Indian Historical Quarterly Volume XXXV[II 2 3,
June-Sept. 1962, pp 160-167.

The fact of handing over the kingdom of Magadha and Malava to his son by
the Magadha overlord as per Dandi's assertion in Dafakumara carita the
possibility of handing over the sole monarchy of Malaveto Simtha Varma
(originally Angaraja) as an ally and subsidiary confeduate, is not an impossibility.
That is why in post Gupta panegyrics of Naravarman (Mandasor Prasash) we find

one Simha Varma, Son of Jaya Varma and father of Naravarma,® (and in o

Gangadhara Lekha of Vi§va Varma® dated Malava Samvat 480 i. e. 423 A. D.)
we find Viévavarma as the son of Naravarmi reigning as subsidiary vassals
holding supremacy in their own territories {(Jaya Varma narendrasya pautre
devendra Vikrame Ksitie Simha Varman-ah Simhavikkrint gamini, satputre
Srimahdraja nara Varmani Parthive” and érfman-abhiiva naravarmma nrpati
Prakasah-tasyatmajah- bhuvi Visva-Varmmaa.

Obviously Naravarma's time tallies with that of Candragupta I Vikramaditya of
Gupta dynasty and that of Visva Varma with that of Kumira Gupta I, the successor
of Candra Gupta Il in so far as Mehrauli Iron Pillar Insctiption of Candra (Candra
gupta Il Vikramaditya)” is dated 413 A D. and Bhilasad Pillar Inscription of Kumara
Gupta 1 is dated Gupta era 96 i. e. 415 A. D.** Sinha Varmi father of Naravarma
dating his Inscription as 404 A. D., obviously comes much earlier in the reign of
Candragupta II whose Sanchi Pillar Inscription is dated Gupta Era 93 ie. 412 A
D.®, and Udaya Giri Gupta lekha is dated 82 Gupta era i. e. 401 A D.) and
Mathura Pillar Inscription is dated Gupta era 61 i. e. 380 A. D.* Dandi as the
acquaintance of Sinha Varma Afgardja holding sway over Malava, by all means
becomes a contemporary of Candra Gupta II or Kumdra Gupta and even
Skandagupta whose Jiinagadha Inscription is dated Gupta era 136 i. e. 455 A. D.)*®
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and Indore Inscription is dated 146 i. e. 465 A. D.,® Kahaum Pillar Inscription is
dated 460 A. D.” In any way Dandi cannot be placed posterior to Bana and
positively he can have referred to the days of Kumargupta Bandhu Varma, and even
Yaso-varman-Visnuvardhana (532 A.D.) being their contemporary at the most and
not at all posterior to them.

Hence “CampadhipaCamii-Cara bhatah” of Bana in Harsa Carita Ucchvésa VI
quoted above® can easily refer to Siitha Varma of Dandin's Dasakumara Carita as
the Angarija who might have had the chance to combat some Camundipat
Puskara whom his army-spies could have taken the opportunity to do away with
while he was engaged in hunting of rhinoceroses apprehending he might have
the knack to usurp Angas having Campa as their Capital. Regarding the name
Puskara referred to by Bana as the king of Cimundi we can say for certain that
Bana means-by him a king in the annals of history quite closer to his epoch and
not to one a son of Naksatra, a father of Antariksa* (bhavitd marudevo’tha
Sunak-satro, the Puskarars” or one among the sons of Durvakst and Vrka™™" taksa
puskara'$aladin durvaksyam Vrkadadhe” or one among the sons of Krspa®
“puskarah veda bahusca $ruta-devah Sunandanah” nor does he mean to refer to
~ puskara a younger brother of Nala®. We even cannot think of his allusion to
Bharata's son named as Puskara in Ramdyana® -Raghuvamsa XV. 89*.

“Bharatsyi tmajau virau taksah puskala eva ca” and
“Sah taksa puskalau Putrou rajadhanyastadakhyayoh.
abhisicydbhisekahau raméntikamagatpunah.

Almost quite pertinently Bana has referred to all the incidents or accidents
happened as such in the period ranging between the time of the sixteen
Mahajanapadas down to the one closely anterior to his own times. Hence we
shall have to bank upon some king of an age not very distantly removed from his

own times. Gupta and post-Gupta period appears to be the most reasonable
period when such an accident might have happened.

“Kasmirah Puskardkah” of Visakhadatta alleuding to Puskaraksa as a king
of Kaémira in the day of Candra Gupta Maurya and even earlier when Canakya
contrived to bring Candragupta Maurya by counter posing the covins of
Raksasa can hardly have any bearing for an identity of Puskara, Camundipati.
‘Candapura, Chayenpur, five miles to the west of Bhabua in the district of
Shahbad in Bihar may tentatively be taken to be the ancient Camundi referred
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to by Bana-because the famous batte described in the Candi between Kali and
the two kings Sumbha and Nié-umbha is said to have been faught in this place.
Markandeya Purana (chapter 85 Verses 41, 42, 43, 54) refers to the scene of
battle as Himacala.¢ Vamana Purina (chapter 55) places it in dehyacala
The name of Canda pura according to Nando Lal Dey® is derived from the
name of one of the two brothers Canda and Munda who were the generals of
the two kings.

The Caumukhi Mahadeva and Durga in a temple at Mundesvari are said to
have been established by the other brother Munda. Mundeévari is seven miles
South west of Bhabua. The temple according to Dr. Bloch is very old, the carising
- being of the Gupta style. (Bloch's archaeclogical Report (1902). The temple bears
a date which is equivalent. to A. D. 635. Vamana Purana takes the two as
generals of Mahisasura who were killed by the goddess Bindubhasinl on the
Vindhya mountain.

“Candamundi mahésthane dandini Paramesvari”™ in the postscript of $akta
pathas of Dr. D. C. Sircar quoting Devi Bhigavata VII. 385.30 L.27 refers to
Candi at Mahasthéna, identified as modern area in the Bogra district of north
Bengal by Dr. D. C. Sircar himself* being earlier Pundravardhana, now in East
Pakistan (Bangladesh since 1971). D. C. Sircar also identifies Anga as
comprising the present Bhagalapura-Manghyr region of East Bihar having head
quarters at Campa Bhagalpura. Kariisa he identifies with Shahbad region of
South West Bihar® while commenting as the topic “The Eight elephant forests”
and refers to-

“Kalinganga rajahéresthah pracyas-Cedi Kariisajah™

R. P. Kangle®! corrects it to “Kalinga-riga gajah éresthih. in his note to English
translation.

I. Ganapati $asti's ed. p. 117 has the reading Kalinganga gajahs éresthahe,
Kalinganga desod-bhavas gajah.

This makes us take a point in view that Candamundi could be the original
name of Camundi taken as such by Bana or may be a scribal error like so many
visible in Sanskrit manuscripts.

Sandhyakaranandi in his Rama Carita®® the Dvayasraya Kivya bearing the
descriptions of Sitd and Varendri refers to Anga as bowing law before Varindri.
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“Sukaldpdyita Kuntala ruci mavi lalara Kantimavandmadangam.
adharita karnateksena Il dhrta madhya de$a tanimanamapi.”

Virendri according to Dr. D. C. Sircar comprises of parts of North Bengal
forming a portion of Gauda western and _north western areas of Bengal the
original home of Kullitka bhatta the commentator of Manu Smrti.

Gaude nandana Vasindmni Sujanair Vandye Varendryam Kule.
$rimadbhatta divakarasya tanayoh kullika bhatto "bhavat.
Kasyamuttare vahijahnu tanaya tire Samam Panditaih
tefieyarn Kriyate hitdya vidusam manvartha muktavali”.®®

The notes to Rama Carita I1I-24 add a colophon.

“Varendri” -before which the Anga country remained always bent low, Anga,
where Riamapala’s maternal relatives Mahana and others ruled always remained
dominated by Varendri.® '

Ramapala the king of Palas in whose praise Ramacarita has been written
reigned in second half of eleventh and first quarter of 12th century A. D.*
Mahana or Mathana the maternal relative of Ramapala reigning at Anga can give
us a cue to the point that in centuries fifth and sixth A. D. Sinha Varma could
have been the ruling king. And as per contention of Dr. D. C. Sircar Anga
comprised of present Bhagalapura Monghyr regions of East Bihar havind head
quarter ar Campa near Bhagalpura and Karlisa (Karusa or Karii$a) was identical
with Shahbad regions of South West Bihar the identity of Camundi with
Candamundi alias Candapura or Chayenpur five miles to the West of Bhabua, in
the district of Shahbad in Bihar may be a reality having puskara as a subsidiary
king addicted to hunting of Rhinoceroses in Assam Bihar border areas was killed
by the spies of the armies of king of Campa Siha Varma.

Gandiman® or Candimau, a village situated on the cold road from Silao to
Ciriyek in Bihar sub division of the Pama district at a distance of about three
miles from the Giriyak police station having a number of fine Buddhist images”
may be the exact identification of Cimundi. But Candamundi appears to be a
better point from the linguistic corruption point 'of view of Process of Hapology
which is understood as such.
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Paper presented to A.l.O.C. Session Forty One Jaganndtha Puri University Puri
(Orissa) 752 001. :

Retired Principal M. R. Govt. College Fazilka HIG Block 61-B-3, Sector-V] Parwance

- 173 220.

Mrgaya Saktasyaca Mathnato Gandakan Uddanda nadvala nala nilinasoa Campa-
dhipa Camu-Carabhatah Camundi pateh dcemuh pranan puskarasya. Harsa Carit
V1. p. 696 LL 1-3 Calcutta edition edited by Asutosa and Nitya-bodha, two sons of
Bivananda Vidya Sagar along with their commentary AMALA IVth ed. 1939
(ONVSE) Printed at Vacaspatya Press Calcutta. P.V. Kane’s ed. P51 LL 7/9 Motilal

- Banarsi Dass Bunglow Road, Jawahar Nagar, Delhi 110007. Second edition 1965

(PVKE}.

Nirnayasagara Press ed. p. 199 LL 17-19 with Safketikhya tika of Sankara Kavi
Edited by Kasinatha Pandurafiga Paraba 7th ed. Reedited by Narayana Ramacarya
Kivya tirtha published by Satya Bhamébai Pinduranga 1946 (NSPE) Jagannatha
Pathaka’s edition p. 354 L 7-9 Chowkhamba Vidyabhavana, Varanasi 221001, 1972
printed by Vidya Vilasa Press.

The Harsacarita (HC) of Bana p 194 LL 1-3 Motilal Banarsi Dass Bungalow Road
Jawahar Nagar, Dethi 110007. 1961 By arrangement with Royal Asiatic Society of
London published by Sundar Lal Jain and printed by Shanti Lal Jairr at Jainendara
Press. :

Uchhvasa VI p 88 LL 10-13 published by Sanskrit Bhavana Kathautiya P. O. Kajha
District Piirniya (Bihar). First ed. June 1948, Part Il Uchhvasa V-VIII printed by Sh.
Aplirva Krsna Vasu Indian Press United Banaras Branch.

JNPE p. 354 Hindi translation lines 8.

Karnataka University, Dharwar, 1964 published by Sh. S. S. Wadeyar Registrar and
printed by D. V. Ambekar at Arya Bhiisana Press 915/1 Shivaji Nagar, Poona
411004, Page 43.

JNVSE p. 696 commentary Para 375 L-6-15 Translation easily tallies with the tika.
NSPE p. 200 tikd LL 2-3 JNPE p. 354. tika LL 4-5.

PVEK p. 162 Notes LL 21-24.

Indian Historical Quarterly Volume 34(2) June 1958, pp 123-138, published by
Asiatic Society at 9 Pancharan Ghosh Lane, Calcutta-700009. -

Now 1 Park Street, Calcuttea—106.
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Journal of the Ganganatha Jha Kendrlya Samskit Vidyapeetha, edited by Dr. G.
C. Tripathi and Miya Malaviya, pp. 1-8, Volume XXXV July-December 1978,
parts 3-4,

Ibid p. 8.

MBH Part Il Gita Press ed. edited by Ghanasyamadasa Jilana 1957, p. 346. angain
Brahadratharh Caiva Mitath Smnjaya Suéruma.

Ibid.

Raghuvamsa G. R. Nandargitakar ed. Motilal Banarsi Dass, Delhi 110007, 4th ed.
1971.

N. M. Tripthi Private Limited, Bombay 1966, p. 198, 41 printed by V. P. Bhagar
Mouj. Printing Bureau Khatauwadi, Bombay-4.

p. 112 Bhdratiya Jnanapitha Kasi; Granthdnka 34, published by Babu Lal Jain
Phagulla. Sanmati Mudragalaya Durgd Kunda Road, Varanasi 1957, Second ed.

Kiliddsa p. 140 Popular Prakashan Bombay 1969 printed by D. V. Ambekar at Arya
Bhiishana Press, Pune 411002,

Published and printed by Dr. D. Sharma at M/S Sumudran 1/A/21 Ram lLai
Agrawal lane, Calcutta-50.

MLED, Delhi 110007, 1963 p. 95.
Dasakumdra carita (DKCKB) p. 64 LL 15-16, MLBD, Delhi-110007.

{Edited by legal heirs of the author, Fourth edition 1966, M. R. Kale's text
Introduction and Notes.

Ibid DKCKB. I p. 64 LL 3-4 V. p. 136-137 Lib L1 angarajah Sithha Varma,
Utrarapithika p. 213 L-4.

Ibid 1] p. 103, LL 3.
Ibid VII p. 173, L-9.
Ibid VI L-11.

ibid VIII p. 187 LL 3-4 Vidarbha ndma Janapatah Punya$iokah Punyavarma—Anant
Varmi tadayatih p. 188, LL 2-4 p. 201, LL 15.16.

DKC UP. p. 213, L-9.
DKC KB IV p. 125, L. 11.
DKC KB VI p. 149, L-7.
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muniravodat-rijan/rajavahana pramukhah Sarve'pi Kumérah anokandur-jayansatrun
Vijitya digvijayarh vidhdya bhivalayah vaSikrtya Campdyamekatra Sithitah
tavijfidpatra-miadiya tadanayandya presyantdm $ighrameva Sevakah DKC p 214,
LL 19-21.

Ibid p. 215, L-3-6.

Kavyadaré-ah 111-114-p. 270 Sri Jivananda Vidyésﬁgara bhattd caryaviracitaya
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