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ga National Park.

Rhinoceros in Kaziran



(A) Female rojh lying on road after hit by some vehicle near Manaklao.

(B) Providing water through water bottle to injured rojh.

For references see Page No. 47.
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The horn has been endowed with fantastic aphrodisiac properties
throughout Southeast Asia and China. Auctions in Assam during 1962
and 1965 fetched about 80 U.S. cents per gram of the horn. Its retail
price would be about the same as that of gold.

People who pay such fancy prices for its horn are blissfully igno-
rant of the fact that the rhino which wears it is by no means noted for
its potency. At Whipsnade, a young rhino had to be given a dose of
hormones before it mated. Its celebrated horn proved of little avail in
fhe matter. Nor do the so-famed aphrodisiac properties of the rhino

hom find any support in the meticulous analysis carried out by Swiss
Chemists.

But superstitions die hard. The fame that the hom has enjoyed
fhrough the ages persists despite all efforts to enlighten ifs gullible
dupes. Not only its horn, but also ifs bones, blood, flesh and even
urine have been vested with mystical properties. In Nepal, children
wegr !’rs teeth as g charm to ward off the evil eye. Dried blood is used
in ]nd|genous medicines and fetches about a U.S. dollar a pound.
Rhino hom cups were used in royal households in the Orient for de-
tecting poison in drink and for imparting potent powers to water

drunk from it. It is not easy to dispel the spell cast by the rhino on the
credulous masses,

The horn, however, constitutes the chief attraction. At the qu—
fles museum in Singapore a stuffed rhino was deprived not only of ifs
oniginal hom, but also of its papier mache substitutes twice. It is for this
nugget of gold on its nose that the rhino has been hunted through
the ages. The temptation that its horn offers to the jungle folks is ire-
sistible. They devise draconian methods like snaring, pitting and net-
ting the rhino. The quarry provides a large target for the pow and ar-
row and for modern weapons it is not asitting but a sleeping duck.

Not having leamnt to protect itself, the rhino is doomed fo ex-
tinction. Even in sanctuaries created solely for ifs protection in Assam
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and Bengal, it leads a precarious existence. The other day five rhino
horns were caught by the Calcutta Customs booked from Assam as
cycle parts for onward transmission.

Sprawling over 166 sq miles along the bank of the Brahmapu-
tra, the Kaziranga Sanctuary is fast becoming a rhino farm for poach-
ers. They killed 37 rhinos in 1967 alone ! This concentration of rhinos in
a single area is like keeping all our eggs in one basket and asking for
trouble. The total number of rhinos now: left in its existing habitat
(including Nepal) would scarcely add up to 750, a humber far below
the critical point of the survival of such an unwieldy animal so unwill-
ing to regenerate itself and so intent on committing harakari. The
hunter has little fo fear from this dullard of a dodo. If the horn had
been mounted on the tiger or the bear, it would have been a differ-
ent story.

Road to Extinction

India has already lost a smaller model of the one-horned rhino
(R. sondaicus) which is now on its last legs in Burma, Malaya, Java
and Borneo. Likewise has vanished the only two-horned diminutive
species of India now known as the Sumatran rhino (Didermocerus su-
mafrensis) which occurs in limited numbers all over Southeast Asiq,
except in Java. The number of these vanishing survivors will not ex-
ceed a few hundreds.*

Of the two-homed African species, the black rhino (Diceros bi-
cornis)—that runaway tractor—is able to fend for itself in South Abys-
sinia, East Nigeria and around Lake Chad. The two-horned white gi-
ant (Ceratotherium simum), next in size only to the elephant, has
been rehabilitated in the Garamba National Park in the north of the
Congo, in Zululand, and in the Kruger National Park. Their numbers

are sfill in thousands and not in hundreds like those of the Asian spe-
cles,

India owes.not only to itself, but to the world at large to save
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from extinction its only surviving link with its ancient past in the shape
of ifs one-horned rhino. It would be advisable to disperse this national
asset in ofher suitable areas as an insurance against any mishap
which might overtake this helpless animal in its existing haunts which
are only 100 prone to natural calamities like earthquakes and floods.
f the rhino can breed freely at the zoos at Whipsnade and Basle, it

can be frusted to look after itself in other more hospitable regions in
India and elsewhere.

Nofe:- The advice fendered by this legendary Forester and Wildlife
Conservationist, Late M.D. Chaturvedi, was blissfully heeded by Utfar
Pradesh government and reintroduced one homed Indian Rhino 1o
Dudhwah National Park in 1984 . Five rhinos inifially inducted info the
Park have now multiplied to 15. This is one of the suCCcess stories in the

field of Wildlife Conservation dit
— Editor

"The European woally hino, dafing back fo Upper Eocene became extinctlong long ago. (R. anfiquitatis)





