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either side by two uninjured ones. They were making a hasty
retreat and would occasionally dive together, but would quickly
return to the surface.
_ “We found the most effective exposed spot to place a bullet
was at the base of the animal’s skull. A walrus instantly killed this
way generally sinks, leaving a trail of blood and oil to mark the
place of his descent. When hunting these animals it is well to have
an Eskimo along with harpoon and line in readiness to make fast;
otherwise one is apt to lose his quarry.

“In the early winter we usually found the walrus in smaller
groups up in the bays. This was after the ice had begun to make,
and in coming to the surface to breathe the animals found it neces-
sary to butt their noses against the ice to break it. I have seen this
done in ice'at least four inches in thickness. In some instances I
have seen a fractured star in the ice, a record of an unsuccessful
attempt to make a breathing hole.

“Around these breathing holes we frequently found fragments
of clam-shells, sections of crinoids and sea-anemones. It is evident
that after raking the bottom with his tusks and filling his mouth
with food, the walrus separates the food he desires to retain and
rejects on his way up and at the surface such articles as he has
picked up in haste and does not want.

“From the fact that the walrus is easily approached it is a simple
matter to kill him with the modern high power rifle. It is therefore
to be hoped that future expeditions into the arctic seas will kill
sparingly of these tremendous brutes which from point of size
stand in the foremost rank among mammals.”

The Elephant, Rhinoceros and Hippopotamus. I#n-
dividual Elephanis vary in temperament far more than do rhi-
noceroses or hippopotami, and the variations are wide. In a
wild state, elephants are quiet and undemonstrative, almost to
the point of dullness. They do not domineer, or hector, or
quarrel, save when a rogue develops in the ranks, and sets out
to make things interesting by the commission of lawless acts.
A professional rogue is about everything that an orthodox ele-
phant should not be, and he soon makes of himself so great a
nuisance that he is driven out of the herd.

The temperament of the standardized and normal elephant
is distinctly sanguine, bui a nervous or hysterical individual is
easily developed by bad conditions or abuse. Adult male ele-
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phants are subject to various degrees of what we may as well
call sexual insanity, which is dangerous in direct proportion
to its Intensity. This causes many a ‘“bad” show elephant
to be presented to a zoological garden, where the dangers of
this mental condition can at least be reduced to their lowest
terms. Our Indian elephant who was known as Gunda was
afflicted with sexual insanity, and he gradually grew worse,
and increasingly dangerous to his keepers, until finally it was
necessary to end his troubles painlessly with a bullet through
his brain.

The Rhinoceros is a sanguine animal, of rather dull vision
and slow understanding. In captivity it gives little trouble,
and lives long. Adults individually often become pettish, or
peevish, and threaten to prod their keepers without cause,
but I have never known a keeper to take those lapses seriously.
The average rhino is by no means a dull or a stupid animal, and
they have quite enough life to make themselves interesting to
visitors. In British East Africa a black rhinoceros often trots
briskly toward a caravan, and seems to be charging, when in
reality it is only desiring a ‘““‘close-up” to satisfy its legiti-
mate curiosity.

Every Hippopotamus, either Nile or pygmy, is an animal of
serene mind and steady habits. Their appetites work with
clock-like regularity, and require no winding. I can not recall
that any one of our five hippos was ever sick for a day, or
missed a meal. When the idiosyncrasies of Gunda, our bad
elephant, were at their worst, the contemplation of Peter the
Great ponderously and serenely chewing his hay was a rest to
tired nerves. Keeper Thuman treats the four pygmy hippos
like so many pet pigs,—save the solitary adult male, who sets
himself up to be peevish. The breeding female is a wise and
good mother, with much more maternal instinct than our
chimpanzee ‘“Suzette.”

It may be set down as an absolute rule that hippos are
lymphatic, easy-going, contented, and easy to take care of
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In captivity, excepting the keen kongoni, or Coke harte-
beest, and a few others, the old-world antelopes are mentally
rather dull animals. They seem to have few thoughts, and
seldom use what they have; but when attacked or wounded
the roan antelope is hard to finish In captivity their chief
exercise consists in rubbing and wearing down their horns on
the iron bars of their indoor cages, but I must give one of our
brindled gnus extra credit for the enterprise and thoroughness
that he displayed in wrecking a powerfully-built water-trough,
composed of concrete and porcelain. The job was as well
done as if it had been the work of a big-horn ram showing off.
But that was the only exhibition of its kind by an African
antelope.

The Alleged ‘‘Charge’ of the Rhinoceros. For half a
century African hunters wrote of the assaults of African
rhinoceroses on caravans and hunting parties; and those
accounts actually established for that animal a reputation for
pugnacity. Of late years, however, the evil intentions of the
rhinoceros have been questioned by several hunters. Finally
Col. Theodore Roosevelt firmly declared his belief that the

usual supposed “charge” of the rhinoceros is nothing more nor

less than a movement to draw nearer to the strange man-
object, on account of naturally poor vision, to see what men
look like. In fact, I think that most American sportsmen who
have hunted in Africa now share that view, and credit the
rhino with very rarely running at a hunter or a party in order
to do damage.

The Okapi, of Central Africa, inhabits dense jungles of
arboreal vegetation and they are so expert in detecting the
presence of man and in escaping from him that thus far, so
far as we are aware, no white man has ever shot one! The
native hunters take them only in pitfalls or in nooses. Mr.
Herbert Lang, of the American Museum of Natural History,
diligently hunted the okapi, with native aid, but in spite of
all his skill in woodcraft the cunning of the okapi was so great,





