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From VANGA to MOMBASA 

I 

WHEN an overseas visiror thinks of the Kenya coast, 
he thinks in terms of bright sunny days, tall swaying 
palm trees, and the waves of the Indian Ocean sFowly 
breaking onto the white sands of uninhabited beaches. 

Althounh these imsses cenarnlv do characterlse the Kenva coast. 

ago from the rnrlrture of local 
Bantu Africans and Arab 
colonisem. A prototype of 
the Swahili language, the most 
common language of ?he  coast 
today and the off!crel 
language of Tanzania, soon 
developed. 

From the N~n th  CeMury 
to the end of the Fifteenth. 
drabs from Arabia. Yemen. 
Oman, and the Persian Gulf 

* continued to migrate here along 
with Indonesians. Persrans and 
Indians. The urban cornmu- 
nitles, l ~ k e  the towns of Lamu, 
Mallndi and Mombasa, were 
Moslem and the rellgrous and 
secular leaders spoke Arab~c 
as well as some form of Swahrf~. 

Wrth the arrival of the 
Portuguese in 1498, new inftu- 
snces and food crops were 
rntroduced. but although the 
Portuguew occupied pans of 
the coast on and off for about 
200 years. Chr~stranity mads 
Tsw rnroads. W ~ t h  the flnal 
expwlsron of the Ponuguase rn 
1729. rt was not until the late 
N~neteenth Century that 
Eurowans once agaln occvpled 
the Kenya coast. 

Durlng the Nineteenth 
Century many more tndians, 
both Moslem and Hindu. arrlved 
as d ~ d  Omant Arabs. Hadram 
k n b s  and Baluchts, al l  OF 
whom brought wjrh them rherr 
panlcular customs and many 
material possessons. 

From 1895 ro 1963 the 
Rr~trsh Governmenl. In the 
name of the Sultan of Zanzibar, 
sdmln~stered the Kenva coast 
and by 1963 rhere were as 
many as 7.000 Europeans 
llvtng here 'During the British 
per~od the malor coastal towns 
were modern~sed and many 
new technolog~cal lnventrons 
and new foods we!e introduced. 

Bur  probably one of the b~ggest 
changes during the Twenf~eth 
Cenfury was the arrrval of 
thousands of up-counlw 
Ahcans who were not 
Moslems The effect was That 
by around 1955. Mombasa lor 
the Irrst tlme In 11% h15t~ry had 
more Chrls~lans than Moslems. 

Rememberrng what Swahili 
culture 1s composed of. for 

lhat w~lf help to expfatn whv 
such diverse culrural pheno- 
mena as house types and food 
are the same from Klsmayu In 
Somalla to sourhern Tanzanla 
for example, lor us now look a t  
what anractlons the south coasr 
of Kenya has: to affer the 
v~sifor. 

We stan a t  Vanga, the town 
on the Ksnya-Tanzania border. 

and thus create one o f  [he malor rourvst regions In Afr~ca. the  srea- 
and the south coast in  particutar-has many other attractions to I 

offer The casual visitor. 
What makes the Kanya coast so unusual is that the indigenous 

culture. whlch I will call Swahif~ culfure here, 1s st171 pract~sed In 
much the same way as hundreds of years ago. Today it 1s: a com- 
mon sight to see men wearlng tong, flowlng, w h ~ t e  robes called YB. 
kanrus and small embroidered caps (kobas) and their women in 
traditional black cloaks called bu~burs whlch partly cover Their faces 
as well as their limbs from curious men admirers, 

The food that many of the coastal people eat is similar to the 
I food that the famous historran Ibn Rattuta tasted when he was - +  + 

visltlng rhe coast more than 600 years ago: dellc~ously sprced stews 
made of chicken, flsh, vegetables and meat cooked in a sauce of 
coconut milk with bananas and sewed w ~ t h  rice 

< * ^  The typrcal Swahrlr house of mud and coral cbrps with a palm 
thatch roof, originated hundreds of years age and IS still the mosr 
common type of house found on the Kenya coast. 

There are many other examples of the trad~tional culture stilt 
flourishinu today, but suffice to say that the visttor will find thecoast 
culture entirely dbfferent from that of ~nland. 
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Th~s Swahili cutture deve- 
loped over a thousand years I 

Ptcture b y  FRANZ HARTMANN 

and ptoceed northwards ta 
M ombasa. 

Vanga is not one of the 
oldest towns on the coast, but 
I$ nevertheless an intetestlng 
place to vrsit. It was founded 
as a town around 1800 and 
later in the century the regron 
was developed by the Sultans 
of Zanzibar who encouraged the 
productton of gralns. 

Durrng rhe second half of the 
N~neteenth Century. Yanga 
developed Into one of the 
largest towns on the coast. 
In the ?890s ~t was the fourth 
mosr Important port, the major 
expons belng rubber, mangrove 
poles, ivory, and grarns. 

However, because of the 
exlstencs of the nearby Umba 
rrver, mosquitoes and other 
rnsects bred in great numbers. 
especially durlng the rams In 
May and November. Conse- 
quently. the British adrnln~srra- 
tors never used Vanga as their 
adminlstratlve headquarters. but 
Insread chose the more 
salubrious Sh~moni. a nearby 
vjllage considerably smaller rn 
slze, eventually, the Br~tish 
administrat~on moved the 
d~srricl headquarters away from 
the coast entirely and went up 
Into the cooler Shimba Htlls to  
Kwale. As a resulr of This move 
and several sackrngs of the 
town by rebels Vanga declined 
alter 1895 

Today Vanga is only about 
one-rhrrd the slre ~t was a 
hundred years ago, w ~ t h  a 
present population of 900. 
Most of the people are Moslem 
Dlgos, but there are also small 
numbers of Baluns. Segelus, 
Shrrarls and Bohora Ind~ans. 

the latter owning the largest 
shops In town. 

The economy is based upon 
the cutting af mangrove poles 
(4,765 scores were cut tn 
1970, wh~ch  is far gveatar than 
any other slngle awa in Kwale 
O~strict), fishrng and farmlng. 

In 1970. there were 67 frshlng 
craft, mostly small dugout 
canoes and about 200 ftsher- 
men. The fish are purchased 
directly from the fishermen by 
the government at Shs. 1/80 
a kilo and In turn an Arab 
buys the fish from the govern- 
ment and ships them 75 rnllas 
to Mombasa for sale. 

In 1968. 185 tons of fish 
were caught wonh £8,253 to 
the Vanga fishermen. The 
b~ggest money-maker. though. 
is agriculture which is based on 
700 acres of irr~gated land on 
the banks of the Umba rlvef. 
Rtce IS the main cmp, alrnast all 
of which 1s consumed Locally, 
Other cash crops are bananas. 
malze, cassava. and products 
from the coconut palm. 

Most of the typical coast 
flshlng craft are to be sewn at 
the Vaoga waterfront. SmalF 
dugouts called horrs are mostly 
~mported from India and are 
made our of mango wood. 
The most unusual craft IS the 
ngalawa. a double outrrgger 
canoe: this probably orlgfnated 
~n Malaya and then was brought 
40 Madagascar and the 
Comoros hundreds of years 
ago: from there rt was intro- 
duced rnto Kenya. 
The ngalawa used to be 

much more common in the 
pas!, but ~t 1s a cumbersome 
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f~shlng craft and there are only 
95 remarnrng on the enrlre 
Kenya coast. 
To the ~mmedlate west of 

the boatyard on the northern 
part of !he town's beach IS a 
pillar tomb, fhls 1s made out 
of coral with an almost 
rrmngutar top. It is not old, 
dating back only to the Nine- 
rsenth Century. 

Flnally, on returning to tha 
centre of Vanga on the seafront. 
the vtsitor will see a large white 
buildrng wlth part of the roof 
collapsed This house IS satd 
ta have been burlt by Sulran 
Barghash of Zanz~bar (1870- 
1888) and therefore would be 
one of the oldest buttdings in  
Vanga. 
Some miles northward is the 

more recent town of Shlrnoni 
which was probably founded 
around 1865 I t  is of lrttle 
interest except fat the mlnor 
dhow trede rt has with the 
varrous pons of Zanzibar, Tanga 
and Dar es Safaam, and even 
that has declined from 163 
sh~ps a yaar in 1958 lo only 
59 in  1969. 

The town of Wasini on the 
island of Wasin directly acloss 
trom Shimoni IS, however, 
of great Interest. If one wanted 
to know what a coastal town 
was Ilks in the Nrneteenth Cen- 
rury, the best place to v is~t  on 
the south coast would be Waslnt 
whlch has "progressed" only 
sl~ghtly over the past hundred 
years. 

The famous explorer Str 
Richard Burton vlslted it in 
1857 and found "the cl~mate , . . 
infamous for breedrng fever.. . 
the arr belng poisoned by 
cowries festering under a 
troprcal sun, and by two large 
graveyards-here also, as at 
Zanzrbar, the ahdes of the 
dead are built amongst the 
habltattons of the Ilving". 

Burton also found the people 
to be mod unattractive in their 
manners. Fortunately, these 
"pecufrarities" have changed: 
there IS no longer an all- 
encompassing smell of cowries 
or graveyards, and 1 found the 
people to be most pollta. 
Today. as in Richard Bunon's 
tlrne. the drinktng water IS sallne 
and ljttte agrrculture IS ptact~sed 
because the soils are very thrn. 
Thjs has limitad aha growth of 
Wasin~ town to about 500 
people. although Wasrnt IS fa r  
older than eithef Vanga or 
Shirnon~. 11 dates back to at leas8 
1748 because one of tho four 
mosques still in use has that 
date an its q~bla. 

The mart economic activity 
of Wasini is f~shlng and thera 
are 23 ttshlng craft. If one 1s 
lucky. one can see rhe octopus 
being put to dry In rhs sun. 

The town 1s attractively 
situated overlooking the sea 
w ~ t h  Shirnont and $he Shirnba 
Hrlls In the backgrottnd. With 
permision, men vrs~tors may 
enter the old mosques, and on 
the seafront near the b ~ g  baobab 
tree IS a tomb wlth several 
Nineteenth Century Chlnese 
bowls attached and aFso a 
plllar tomb. Walking around 
Wasmi the VtSltQr will saon 
realize how drfficult i t  is to 
make much of a lrving here and 
how the total atmosphere of 
Wasini rtlflects an earfief era. 

For a complete change, a 

rnmnlng or late afternoon spen! 
in the Shimba H1115 National 
Reserve is an enjoyable 
expsrdence. The Sh~mba Hills 
comprise a dissected plateau 
rlslng farrly steeply from 400 
feet on the coastal pEain to 
1.500 feet rn the Pengo and 
Marere Hills 

The Shimba Hills; were ftrst 
demarcated as a forest area 
In 1903. and in 1947, 7.000 
acres were planted w ~ t h  mvule 
trees. Srxteen years later an 
agreement was made by whrch 
tha Forest Department and 
the Game Department would 
lolntry manage the area. The 
unforlunarw aspect of t h~s  
agreement is that withln the 
last year or so the Forest 
Department has planted many 
acres of non-indigenous frees 
such as the Areucarr8 cunnlng- 
ham/* and the Casuerrna 
eqursetrfol~a whlch have some- 
what spolled the landscape. 
Not only are there large areas 
planted w ~ t h  only one species 
of trees. whrch looks unnatura1 
but also those trees pfanted are 
entirely d~fferant rn appearance 
from the rnd~genous ones. 

Other parts of the Shlrnba 
Hills, howeuer, are still 
extremely attractive wrth rolling 
hills, open grasslands, and 
naturaf forests. The two mosl 
inrrigulng places to visrt are the 
Makadara forest whlch 1s full 
of tall, ~ndigenous trees. mosses, 
ferns, and wttd orchtds, and 
Giryama Polfir whrch has a 
spectacular vjew of the coastal 
plain and the Indian Ocean. 

But the main reason to come 
to the Shimba Hills is to see the 
roan antelope and the majestlc 
sable. Whether the roan were 
rndigenous to the area dunng 
the past hundred years or so is 
debatable but a translocatton 
exercise sponsored b y  the 
East African Wild L~ fe  Socrety 
may ensure the suwlval of 
the specles in  Kenya at the 
Shimba Htlls sanctuary. 

The same may also be 
true for thn sable, a large 
antelope werghing up to 550 
pounds with horns curvlng 
backwards measuring up to 
40 inches. The sable also exists 
rn small numbers In 'Killfi 
District. but because of rhe 
rncreass in the number of farms 
and ranches, ~t will become 
mom and more difficult lo see 
there. 

Whar is sspecially pleasant 
about the Shlrnba Hilts Nat~onal 
Resewe is the almost total 
absence of vehicles end people. 
Unl~ke Nalrobr Natmnal Park 
which had 143.974 vis~tors 
from July 1970 to June 1971. 
the Shlmba Hrifs had only 
3.745 during the same period, 
in  spite of bemg just twentv- 
five miles from the second 
largest ctty in Kenya. 

Continuing north on the 
main road to Mornbasa just a 
few mrles south of Gazi rs the 
GazF Coconut Estate. 1,000 
acres In size and ernploytng 
300 psopls. This is one of 
the largest single coconut 
estates on the ontire coast, 
whtch produces four d~fferent 
products : Colr (the fibre from 
the coconut) whlch IS mostly 
exported to Israel for the makrng 
of bags and -carpets: crushed 
coconut shells which are sent 
to  Hamburg for the making of 
buttons; copra (the dried fruit) 
which is sent to Mombasa 
unprocsssed : and about 
2,000,000 whole coconuts 
whrch are exported to  places 
all over the world 

A few rnrlss tarther along the 
road 1 s  the small village of Cazr 
which has some hrstorrcal 
srgnlticance. 

Durrng the rnlddte of the 
Nrneteenth Century. Gaxr was 
one of the most important fowns 
on the south coast because a 
branch of the Mazru~ family. 
the sama famtfy whrch ruled 
Mombasa from 1731 to 1837. 
made its headquaners here. 

From 1872 to 1895 one mem- 
ber o? thrs iamrly. Mbaruk b ~ n  
Rashd. was rn open rebell~on 
agalnst the SuItan al Zanz~bar 
On several  occasion^ beglnnlng 
In 1871. Vanga was sacked 
by Mbaruk b!n Rashid in h ~ s  
endless quest lor slaves After 
he was forced into Tangany~ka 
rn 1895 by Srr Arthur Hardrnge. 
the British Consul General rn 
Zanzrbar and later the fitn 
Commissioner of the East 
Africa Protectorate, Mbaruk 
b l n  R a s h t d ' s  f o l l o w e r s  
abandoned Gazi and twa years 
later the population of the town 
declined to 343. 

Today, Gazj IS a small village 
of about 500 peopte who, 
econom~cally, survlve on 
agriculture, the cuttlng af 
mangroves (1.737 scores rn 
1970) and fishing wirh rherr 
18 craft. 

Mbaruk's house is still 
aandlng and can be visited. 
Par! of thrs large srngle- 
storled buifdrng is now used by 
the Education Department. pan 
by a local court, and the rest 
is occasionally occupled by 
bets. Rumour has rt that some 
of the rooms were used by 
Mbaruk as Torture chambers 
and that h ~ s  vlctlms woufd be 
lhrearened by suffocation trom 
the acrid fumes of burnrng 
chillies. 

On the front of the buildrng 
i s  a fine example of a carved 
wooden door, havlng on ~t the 
ubiquitous charn mnrif whlch 
is found on carved doom 
throughout the western Ind~an 
Ocean from Msssawa In 
northern Ethtop~a to Tanzanra. 
as well as the common rosette 
which IS on top. 

Mombasa 1s the oldest city 
of East Afrrce and probably 
the mosr rnterewlng because 
of the presence of numerous 
old buildings, a diverse popula- 
tion, and many traditional ways 
01 Ilfe the1 have changed relatr- 
vely sltghtly over the centurges. 

In 1969. Mombasa had a 
population of 247.000 The 
largest slngle tribe was the MIII. 
kenda (59,139). fallowed bythe 
Kamba (29.354). Luo (22.058). 
Luhya (15.160). K~kuyu 
( 7  4.91 01, and Ta~ta (1 4,553) ; 
there were also 39.049 Astans. 
15,863 Axaba 10,386 Tanza- 
nians, and 4.925 Europeans of 
whom 458 were Kenya citizens. 

The hrstory of Mombasa is 
extremely r~ch  and colourful 
and can only brrefly be sum- 
marized here. 

L~ke many towns on the 
Kenya coast, Mombasa was 
founded probably by Ihe Arabs 
before the Twelfth Century. 
Durrng [he next century and 
a half, 11 was a minor town 
compared wrth either Moga- 
dishu or Kilwa. Beginning rn the 
latter part of the Fourteenth 
Centurv and contrnuing 
throughnut !ha F~f~eenth. 
Mombasn greatly expanded. 
When the Portuguese Captaln 
Alrnerda sacked the town in 
1505, the booty was so great 
that i t took the Porruguese 
soldiers fifteen days to cart i t  
away. The town's population 

was 10.000 at that tlrne. abour 
double that of Mallndi then 

Throughout most of the SIX- 
teenth Century, relations were 
strerned between the leaders 
of Mornbasa and the 
Porluguese, wrth the result 
t ha~  the Portuguese sacked 
Mombasa agaln rn 1528. 1587, 
end 1589. Finally, In 1591, 
the Portuguese decided that 
? b y  should fontfy their positron 
somewhere on what is now the 
Kenya coast and chose 
Mornbasa Slnce Mombasa was 
on an Island. ~t would be 
easler to defend and Mombasa 
also had a better harbour than 
Malind~ In 1593, the construc- 
tion of Fort Jesus hegan. 

The ortgrnal settlement 
of Mombasa ~ o o k  place !ust 
west at the present toll 
booth of the Nyal~ brldge a t  
a place called Mvita, What 
IS now known as Old 
Town was the place whaw the 
Portvgvese I~ued, and later In 
the Elahteenth Century the 
Omanls also senled thera In 
COnSlde~able numbem. 

Between !he Shlnzi pan 
of lawn and Fort Jesus 
was an area called the 
Gavana. where the Portuguese 
established thalr part of the 
rown rn the late S~rteanth and 
Seventeenth Centurjes. There 
rhe Ponuguese burlt an August1 - 
man convent and the Church of 
!he Mlserrcordia; unfurtunatefy. 
none at these buiIdtngs stand 
today, but at the top and of 
Nd~a  Kuu there may be some 
Ponuguase masonry work 
strll rnlacf at the bottom of the 
buildings. 

Durrng the mrddie and lattzr 
part of the Seventeenth Century. 
Portugaf began to lose 
control in the Pers~an Gulf 
and on the East African coast 
to the Oman) Arabs. In March 
1696 three thousand Omanis 
and Their supporters latd srege 
to Fort Jesus. lnstde the Fort 
there were onIy abouf 50 
Portuguese, includ~ng crvilians. 
led by Captain Joao Leao, but 
there were also sard to be a b u t  
1,700 Swahilr allres. mosr of 
whom were encamped outside 
the Fon in the sunoundrng 
ditch. 

AT frrst, the Ornanis did 
not aggmssively rry to take 
the Fort but Instead followed 
a pollcy of weit-and-see. 
A few months h e r ,  15 more 
Portuguese got m a  the 
Fun bur In October the capable 
Captain Leao dred. He 
was succeedsd by a civilian, 
Mogo de Mello, who 
made the dreadful error 
of allowlng the soldiers to  
~ 1 s t  the women rn the ditches: 
the obv~ous result was- 
that many of the men 
caught venereal diseases. 

In December. more Ornanis 
arnved and they pressed with 
greater vtgour. The Portuguese 
were soon redmed to only 
20 men plus therr loyaf Swahlt~ 
contingent. Fortunately for the 
Porluguese, a relref mlsslon 
arrtved from Goa on Chrlsfmrs 
Day. 1696. but because the 
captain of the Portuguese 
fleet was in  a hurry to sarl down 
to Mozambique to trade, only 
a few supptres and men were 
sent Into For! Jesus. 

By  July 1697. there was 
only a total of 30 men remaining 
inside the FOR, lncludlng Mogo 
de Mello. an August~n Prior. 
and a relative of the She~kh 
of Faza named Bwana b u d .  
Warfare, drsaase, and starvation 
had killed !he others 

On July 20th. the Arabs 
atlacked agaln with the effect 
that wi th~n a few days Mogo 
de Mello and all the Portv- 
guese soidlers dled. Phis 
looked l ~ k e  the end. b u ~  
Bwana Daud and some 50 
woman were able to hold out 
for another six weeks when 
the Captaln who earlier that 
year had gone to Mezamb~que 
looked In at the Fort and d ~ e d  
there on November 19th. The 
Fort was relreved for the last 
ttme In January 1698 when 
the women were taken te Goa. 
In turn, the Oman1 Arsbs 
got reinforcements and the 
saege continued reducing the 
number of Portuguese soldiers. 
The Omanis kept up their 
offensive during most of the 
year until December 12th when 
the garrlson was reduped to 
only 10 Portuguese, three Indi- 
ans and two African women. 
That night the Captain sent a 
boy ovar the walls to get 
medical attention, but he was 
captured and told the Omenis 
of the desperate plrght of the 
suwrving garrlson. 

During the early morning 
hours of December 13th. 1698, 
the Omanrs made therr flnal 
attack by scalrng the walls. 
The garrison was unable to 
defend the Sort and the Captaln 
was killed. A soldier led the 
Omanis to  the powder store, 
fe!llng them that gold was kept 
there. A torch was flung Into 
the opening, the powder store 
blew up and many Omanis 
were kliled. In splte of this last 
val~ant eFfoft, fon Jesus on 
that day fell to the Ornani 
Arabs after a 33-month stege. 

After the fall of Fort Jesus. 
the Portuguese never again 
regained complete control of 
Mombasa and the South Coast. 
although they did re-caplure 
Fort Jesus and held 11 in 1728 
and from 1729. 1735 to 1837, the 

town of Mombasa was rufed 
by the Mazruis, a farnity of 
Omanr Arabs, and during thrs 
perlad ~t expanded s~gnlfrcantly. 
The leaders of Mombasa also 
controlled the coast as far 
north as Ki l~f i  and as far south 
as Pangani in Tanzania, plus 
nhe fert~Fe island of Pemba. 

Beglnnlng in 1824. Sewid 
Sold, the future Sultan of 
Zanzibar, fought the Mazru~s 
for control of Mombasa and 
frnalby succeeded in  1837. 
Durrng the subsequent "Zan- 
zrbar Period" (1837-1895). the 
populat~on of Mombasa grew 
tremendously. trom 8.050 to 
24.000, tha most startling 
Increases being among the 
Asians. 

In the financial yaar of 
1895-96, the major exports 
from Mombasa were ~vory, 
livestock, rubber. and gum 
copal (used for maklng a 
varnish), while imports 
consisted o i  cotton piace goods. 
rlce, provisions. and hardware. 

In June 1895, the Brit~sh 
Government established the 
[East Afrrca Protectorate, and 
tn the following year, the 
railway to Uganda was begun : 
it reached Lake Victorra at the 
end of 1901. At the same time. 
Killndlni Port was developed 
because Mombasa Old Port 
war b o ~ h  too shallow and too 
small tar the large ships coming 
to East Aftica. 

Durrng the Twentieth Cen- 
tuw. Mombasa contrnued its 
expansion as a port and as a 
town. Tonnages increased from 
2,344.000 an 1948 to 5,308,000 



in  7969. The town easily kept 
pace w ~ t h  the expansion of the 
port In 1930, the numbet of 
peopre was 42.000 a f~guw 
whlch doubled by 1948 and 
doubled agarn to 180,000 
in  1962. Today Mombasa has 
a popularion of 280.000 whrch 
1s rncreasrng a t  f~ve per cent 
a year. 

The major place of interest 
in Mombasa is Fort Jesus which 
IS now a natronal museum. 
After wanderjng around the 
Fort itself, one should go 
insIda the modern gallery. Here 
a great variety of ~blects are 
dtspfayed, including Earge water 
jars from Thailand, a Goan 
wooden chair which was the 
royal throne of the Sheikh 
of Siyu. and a Chinese copper- 
red porcelain jar of a rype 
which is rarely seen outs~de 
China. Just outside the gallery 
are many of rhe cannons 
that played a role In the h~story 
of Mombasa. Most of them 
are Brrtish made, aqd the 
largest ever used at Fort 
Jesus was an English Eighteenth 
Century 42 pounder- 

In the centre of Mornbasa 
island is the Wailing Mosque. 
nIuch of it rn rums but none- 
theless interesting to examrne. 
I r  was bu~ l t  in the Ndneteenth 
Century, probably over an eartier 
mosque. I t  was abandoned 
in 1837 and over t he  past 
few years a g~gantic banyan 
tree has been partrally msponsr- 
Me for knock~ng down some 
of the wells The mosque rs 
not being looked after by the 
authorities, end unless some 
action is taken soon what 
remalns of rt w ~ l l  colrapse 
entrrefy. The banyan Tree should 
be left standbng as it makes 
an atfract~ve cover for the 
mosaue. bur I! should k pruned 
and the vegetation in  the 
mosque cleared away. 

The orlgrn of the name of 
the Waillng Mosque is mosr 
unusual. According to  Dr. 
James Kirkman. Curator of 
Fott Jesus, young boys used to 
be crrcumclsed on the beach 
below the mosque at whlch 
tlme they would scream In patn : 
after the ceremony the party 
would retire to the mosque- 
hence the name. 

Overlook~ng Mbaraki Creek 
is a unlque monumsnt, the so- 
called Mbaraki pillar. It was 
burlt as a tomb ssrnetrme 
between 1636 and 1728, and 
i s  shown on the Portuguese 
maps. The fascinating aspect 
is that I t  ts now used as place 
of worship by the Swah~li 
people. In and around the 
plllar am incense burners. small 
offerrngs of  sugar cane and 
rosewater. and places at 
coloured cloth hung from the 
nearby trees. These items have 
been placed here by the Swahh 
to appease the local splrlts. 

The most interesting area to 
walk around rn Mombasa is 
!he Old Town where there are 
many old bulldtngs, but few 
which date to earliar than 
the middle of the Eighteenth 
Century. One enceptron 1s the 
Mandhry Mosque wrth rts 
arrractrve mlnaret, whlch dates 
back to 1571 b u ~  has been 
rebuilt several times. 

A curlous feature about the 
mosques of East Rfrlca is the 
general absence of minarets. 
The lbadh~s s strict rebigrous 
sect found in Oman, do not 
construct rninat~ls but ~t fs 
generally believed that the 
lbadhra did not coma lo East 
Africa in any numbers until 

after 1820. Why the earlier 
Arab immigrents In East Afnca 
did not usually build minarets 
remains a puzzle. 

II one is fortunate in being 
in Mombasa between December 
and early Aprll, one ts l~kely 
to see the large foreign dhows 
from Arabia, the Persian Gulf, 
Pakistan, and lndra tn the 
harbour of the Old Port. Also 
here at t h ~ s  trme of the year 
whan the northeast monsoon 
blows wiTl be many local sailing 
craft which ply betwean 
Mombasa and the smaller 
pons of Kenya. 

Since the dhow trade is one 
of the most fascinat~ng forms 
of commercs still in  sninence 
anywhere In the world. 11 IS 

worth examinrng In deta~l. 
The overseas dhow trade 

to Easr Afrlcs IS at least 2,000 
years old Untrl the end of rhe 
Nineteenth Century no figures 
exlsted on the number of 
dhows arriving at Mombasa. 
but we da know the major 
imports and expens to and 
from the poft at various periods 
of rlme before that. 

In the early Sixteenthcentury 
the major exports ware ivory. 
ambergr~s, gum copel and 
perhaps slaves, whrle the 
Imports consisted of spices 
from India, damasks. silks and 
other luxury items. 

Irnbasa: R dhow caplamn 
Esrnond Bradley Marrtn. 

Two hundted and ltfty years 
later many of the exports 
were the same: Gum copal 
obtained fmm the Ny~ka, Ivory 
from the Chagga and Kamba. 
hippopotamus reeth, rhrno horn. 
cattte, and cereals were belng 
carr~ed out by dhows. Slaves 
were brought into Mombasa 
from Zanztbar, as were cotton 
piece goods. China. glass and 
varlous sorts of hardware. 

After 1898. most of 
Mombasa's Imports and expons 
were transported by large steam 
ships and so the dhow trade 
began to grve way to  
modernization. 

The number of ocean-going 
dhows coming from or going 
to foreign ports (this excludes 
all ports in Kenya. fantanla and 
Zanzibar) has varied consrder- 
ably over the past 70 years. 
The busiast year was 190718 
when 345 dhows came rnta 
Mombasa, but 1947 and f 948 
were also good years w ~ t h  310 
and 321 respenively. Over the 
past ten years (1 961 -1 970). 
an average of 57 ocean-going 
dhows (with or without cargo) 
have arrlved and there has 
recently been a sready Increase 
from 30 In 1966 to 85 in 1970. 

Of the 68 dhows with cargo 
which came into Mombasa In 
1970, about one-thrtd were 
reg~stered In Arabia, one-third rn 

Iran and 18 per cent were of 
Somali natlenaltty. The rast 
pons of call of these dhows 
before reachrng Mombase were 
In order of frequency Aden. 
K~smay~t. Sehut, and MukaHs. 
In the pan. a rnajorrty of these 
ocean-gong dhows would have 
first called at Zanz~bar before 
coming to Mombasa Some of 
the large dhows would come 
Into Mombasa as early as 
the second week in  Sanuaq. bur 
generally the major~ly would 
arrlve rn February and March. 

In 1970, the most Important 
imports brought in by the dhows 
were dried salted fish (E32,748) 
from Arabia, Aden, Sacotra. 
and SomaIra: sall (E 14,960) 
all from Aden; dried shark 
dlsh (€10 240) from Arabia. 
Somal~a, and Quba~; wooden 
chests ( f 8,000) and carpets 
(C7.490) from the Persian Gulf 
and Arabia; and a great 
variety of other cornmodlt~es 
of cons~derabfy !ass value such 
as sea shells ( f J 8 0 )  Ktkoys 
(E740). dates (E255), and 
henna (E 162). The total value 
of all the comrnod~tres tmported 
lnto Mombasa Old Port from 
foreign ports for 1970 was 
f76,OOO. 

After all these commedities 
are unfoaded, the ocean-gorng 
dhow crews usually spend 
some time In Old Pon careening 
and repairing their vessels. 
In early Apt11 after the monsoon 
changes, the dhow captalns 
supervrse the f~nal  luadlng OF 
the crew's suppl~es and the 
valuebte export carnmodit~es 
which will eventually be otf- 
loaded in  Somalia, Arab~a. 
Persian Gulf ports, and/or 
I nd~a. 

In 1970, the most valuable 
export commodities were ghee 
( f 31,550) produced mostly rn 
Kenya; cotton seed oil 
( f22.875) mostly processed 
In Uganda: sorghum {€22.400) 
all grown in Tanranla; wheat 
flour (€20.850) alf grown In 
Kenya: tea (E13.075) from 
Kenya and Uganda; coffee 
( f  14.509) almosi all from Tan- 
ranla: coconut or! (f11,295) 
from Kenya; and coffee husks 
( f  10,075) mostly from Uganda. 

There was a great variety of 
other praducts such as rice, 
maize, charcoal, alumlnium 
kettles. beetlenut. chill~es, and 
simsrm or! making a grand total 
of f220.TOO.9 worth of com- 
moditres exported in 1970 
Th~s 1s about trrple the value of 
goods ~mported Into Mombasa 
by ocean-gotng dhows. On 
leaving Mombasa, some of 
these dhows make the~r way 
south to the Ruf~jt Delta or 
north to Ngoment and Lamu to 
pbck up manglove pales 

As to the future for rhe dhow 
trada. it would seam that so 
lang as East Africa continues 
to produce agricultural com- 
rnoditkes cheaply and mangrove 
poles are allowed to  be 
exponed. foreign dhows wrll 
contlnve to come Into Mombasa 
for these products. 

As far as the coastal dhow 
trade is concerned, it ton has 
declined over the years from 
a high of 1,398 craft cemtng 
into Old Pon en 1938 te 301 
in  1966. 

From 1962 to 1970 the 
number of craft (which also 
includes a few mororboats) 
which left Old Pon for coastafl 
destlnaunns in Kenya and 
Tanzanla averaged 441 a year 
wrth 565 in I970 Almost all the 
dhow traffic is between Old 
Port and Lamu, a distance of 

180 miles 
In 7 970 the major cornrno- 

ditres carrled to Lamu by Local 
salllng craft and small motor 
boats were Ifour and grain 
E36.085). alcoholic beverages 

(€21.785). sugar (€1  7.900). 
cement ( f  15,240). c\garettes 
( f 9,900). fuel ( f 9.250). and 
tea (C8.045) plus srnalkr 
amounts of other comrnodrt~es 
whrch made a total of f 166.280 
for the year. 

As tong as the road from 
Mallndr 10 Lamu is clased to 
lorries a t  certarn tlrnes of the 
year due to the flooding of the 
Tana R~verth~slocal dhow trada 
will continue But if the road 
1s asphalted, the number of 
dhows In this traffic would 
probably be reduced to less than 
150 annually. 

A curiosity to be found in 
Mombasa Oisttict is the 
presence of thirty Hindu- 
managed vegetable farms 
whrch run almost identically to 
thelr counterparts rn western 
Indra. About 20 of these 
vegetable farms are located at 
Lrkoni, four rn Changamwe and 
SIX In Kiseun~. all in the 
municipalrty of Mombasa. Their 
slze vanes between five and 
30 acres with tha najor~ty 
berng betwesn 10 and 15 
acres . An interesting fact 1s 
that none of the Hrndu farmers * 

own the~r land but rent 11 for 
about shs 250 / -  e month. 
thts is because they are not 
Kenya crtrzens. 

The most popular crop grown 
is the dwarf Cavendish banana 
which IS popular w ~ t h  air the 
ethnrc groups In Mambasa 
town; most of the rest of the 
ctops grown are Asian vegeta- 
Mes. All the crops on the 
Hindu farms are raised under 
irrigation, and fertilizers are 
generously used. 

The daily life of these Hindu 
farmars IS tough. to say the 
least Every morning. and rhrs 
means 365 days a year, the 
farmer must rise at 3:30 In 
the morntng to start harvesting 
h ~ s  vegetables At 5 :00 he 
has to transport them to the 
market. In the past he would 
have had hrs awn stall in !he 
Mackinnon Road market, but 
since the retailing rs now 
reserved for crtizens, he must 
stand around warting ~ n t r l  
about 11 a.m. whrle his q e t a -  
bles are sold by other people 
to whom he has to pay 
comm~ssions. 

Then he returns to his farm 
and carrtes on with his manage- 
ment dutres for the rest of the 
day. He may empFoy African 
workers, but his own wifa and 
chrldren and other rslatdves 
are out in  the fjefds ~s well. 

Most of the Hindu farmers am 
not formalfy educated and they 
follow a way or l ~ l e  srmiTar to 
that practised ~ f l  their orrginal 
homes in  Cufch-Mandv~ in 
India. Their house types, their 
food. the~r c~athes ere similar. 

Although a diff~cujt life (and 
probably only Hindus would 
get up every mornlng at 3:30), 
their standard of llving is 
hrgher than st would be in 
Indm. The average farm grosses 
about f1.800 a year resulting 
in a profit of E900. In lndra they 
could only expect ta ner E200. 
And because af this financ~af 
aspect and the fact that they 
are producing a commod~ty 
that is both 4n demand and 
wrthout competition, thesa 
Hrndu farmers are likely to  
remain in Mombass. 

turn to page 37, c01, 6 
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9,650 square m~res. depending 
on rhe heaviness of sumrnet 
rains and the underground 
run-off and evaporation durrng 
she dry season. 

Excavations can easily be 
carried out around Lake Chad. 
and archaeolog~sts have un- 
earthed traces of c~vrl~zat~ons 
that flourished more than a 
thousand years ago. 

The Sao people, who lived 
on The borders of the lake 
between the Nmth and 
Sl~teenth Centuries, have 
aroused rhe most curiosity 
because of thslr terra corra 
sculptures which show a 
reflned sense of anistry. 

While we were scanning 
the distance. 1ook1ng for the 
famed papyrus boats used on 
the lake and which Thor 
Weyardahr studled before build- 
ing The "Ra"  tosail to Barbados, 
a cloud of dust appeared. 
followed by an old Austrian 
dune buggy in which was 
perched a French captain among 
several Afrrcans hofd~ng 
machina guns ar the feady 

I trembled when he stopped 
tn front of us and Bellowed 
"Whar the hell are you do~ng 
here 7" 

Esmond was not In the least 
penurkd and saw th~s  as 
our chance to get some help 
to dig the car out of the sand 
He ~rnmediataly had me trans- 
late hts wlshes to whlch in 
reply I got growls and scowls. 

The captain detlnitely d ~ d  
not Iika our being there. 
perhaps because he had 
brought a dozen French sub- 
ordrnares and about twenty 
Africans to practlce desert 
manoeuvres on the peaceful 
tokestde 

DROLL 
Anyway, he had us show 

h ~ m  where the car was. Then 
ha took off for a hidden camp 
to f ~ n d  some more Africans. 
When he came back wtth them 
and the work began, Esmond 
couldn't reslsr taking pictures. 

It was a droll srght: sold~ers 
with survival k ~ t s  strapped 
to their back tryrng to manage 
rnachlneguns and sand shovels 
at the same tlme. 

The Frenchman treated his 
men harshly, and I was qutte 
annoyed when he Iashed out 
a t  our guide for inespons~bil~ty. 

At last the car was free. 
but the driver was told 10 
take r l  through more sand to 
get to anorher road alongside 
the lake that eventuellv wjnds 
back ro Douguia. 

Lunchtime was then 
announced, and the capraln 
and hrs entourage marched 
s~ngle-lrle back to their camp. 
leaving orders that Esmond 
and I were to proceed In thelr 
directron rn one haur. We 
would we a red parachute 
around rhe bend and that 
was where we were to meet. 

Esmond sat down under a 
tree and bagan to eat h ~ s  plcnic 
lunch. S wasn't at all hungry and 
tr~ed to soface our dejected 
gu~ds  with a loaf of French 
bread and wme pate dc loie 
gras. 

He confided to me that 
he had been m e  afrald to tell 
the captatn that the orher way 
to Douguia was not Only 
twice as long bur jua as 

sandy. So when we duly 
turned up at the red parachute 
(a  covering used as a rent 
to protect the luncheon table 
from dtrect sun), 1s was up 
to me to tw to persuade the 
captaln ro let us return to 
Dovgu~a the way we had 
come. 

After a thlrd cup of sugared 
tea Arab style and repeated 
nudges from Esmond. I braved 
the subject Some argument 
ensued between the captain 
and his subordinates, who 
took my sida, bur In the end 
the request was granted. 

The same Afrrcans repeared 
rherr effofls the rhree limes the 
car got stuck on rts way back 
to its ortgrnal posltlon. Finally 
we were off. A couple of 
hours later we dropped the 
guide st Douguia and sew 8 
large furnrly of warthogs 
brazenfy sn~fflng around the 
hunters' camp. 

~ & g u i ,  21 February 
The flamboyant trees jewel- 

ling Bangu~ lnsprred someone 
to dub the capltal of' the 
Central African Republrc "la 
Coquette': 

Situated on the Oubangu~ 
rover, surrounded by forested 
land. ~t IS ~ndeed a pretty 
town. The temperature 1s milder 
and at last we have escaped 
the dusty haze coverrng the 
skies of Upper Volta, Niger 
and Chad. 

There are only a million and 
a half inhabrtants in this country 
which IS about the size of 
Texas. Millet, maize and manioc 
are the products of the sub- 
slstence agr~culfure in whrch 
nlnety per cent of the people 
are engaged. 

Conon and coffee are the 
only exDort croos, and both 
of these are Iimrted. The 
diamond reserves whrch 
account tor half the export 
earnings wall soon be exhausted, 
and an elternattve source of 
tncoma has yet to be dlscoverad. 

The government tn "la 
Coquelte" wtiC have to  do a 
Fot of flirting wtth thedeveloped 
countries. 

We went on an excursion 
yesrerday on the (Iubangvi 
rlver to  a coffee plantatton 
owned by a Portuguese and 
managed by e Corsican. We 
were taken by a former French 
colonrst of Algeria, one of 
many pie& noirs who preferred 
not to return to France and 
went in a speed boat. 
accompanied bv four French 
tourists 

CARE-FREE 
At t h~s  time of the year the 

river is very shallow; twice 
we had to get out of the boat 
and pull ~t through the river 
wtth a rope. The rourisrs and 
Esmand and t %ally splashed 
one another. 

How different our cam-free 
journey was in comparison 
to Conrad's descriptions in the 
H e w  of  Darkness I 
On either s~ds of the rrvar 

were dense Forests like those 
he so eloquenrly and fearfully 
evokes In that masterpiece. 

"Are there Pygrnles In there?" 
1 asked, polntrng to one sida. 

"Yes, but you won'r see any 
unless you help purr harder." 
came the reply. 1 didn't undar- 
srand how pulling harder would 

make Pygmies appear, but 
the pied noir just laughed 
when I tried to pursue the 
pomt. 

Being spoiled by the beautiful 
coffm plantations of Kenya. 
1 was rather disenchanted 
by the poor upkeep of Ihts one 
rn Central Afrlca. There were 
none of the neat rows of bushes. 
just cturnps here and there. 
However, the cofke produced 
In thrs country is of lust as high 
a quality as Kenya's. 

We were shown a bean 
taken apart, end for the frrst 
trme I saw what cetfaln is: 
a tmy little ball of gummy 
substance that sticks to your 
flngers. The ffotat~on process 
is used tu gel rrd of II fur 
sluff Irke Senka. 

"Come dong now." the 
tour Peader catfed. "or else 
you'll miss what you xeatiy 
want ro see." 

We followed him for afmost 
a mrle down a narrow path 
and reached a clearrng where 
three mimature huts wrth roofs 
of leaves stood. 

"This IS where the part-time 
workers of the plantation I~ve." 
he sa~d. Just as 1 started to 
ask who they wem.  st^ Pygmy 
men came runnlng towards 
us T h y  knew the Frenchman 
well and were delighted to 
see that he had an alrline 
satchel with him 

They polnred at Ir and 
jumped up and down and 
could hardly walt untll it was 
opened. 

lnsrde was a bag of sart 
and several packages of Giranes 
cigarettes. 

"Yes, yes. I've brought these 
for you:' he told them. "Now 
what are you going to do far 
us?" 

DANCE 
We all good around while 

a spontaneous Pygmy dance 
ensued. It was so last and 
funny with lots of spinnrng 
around that almost every tlme 
Esmond clicked fils camera 
he missed h ~ s  subject who had 
glven a great leap Into the ajr. 

We were thrilled by our 
reception. The only other flme 
I"ve seen Pygmres was In 
Uganda in the Ruwenzori 
mountains, whtch were not 
toe frlendly. But the Py~rn~es 
here seemed to enloy our 
presence as much as we theirs. 

One man pulled playfully 
af my long halr and laughed 
uproariously at *r ,  then he 
took my hand and rubbed 11 
agarnst his chest of "peppercorn 
harr" whlch along wrth wrlnkled 
s k ~ n  characterlses h ~ s  race. 

Pygrnles are believed to be 
the oldest forest dwellers of 
Africa and are related to the 
Bushmen of South Afrrca who 
use slmllar bows and arrows. 

Back In town agaln, we hrred 
a tax1 and dtove southwest of 
Bangur. We were golng on a 
chasse aux papiIIun$, or butter- 
fly hunt. 

We came ro a poltce barrier 
and were told that we could 
not go futther without apermir. 
WP exptalned what we wanted 
to do, and rt was agreed 
that we could proceed-but 
only on foot. 

So we left the tax1 and 
walked down the road A 
l~ t t le  bay came up to us and 
showed us a newspaper packet 
I f  was intrrcately folded Into 
llttle envelopes each conrainlng 
a beautiful butterfly 

We asked hlm what he was 
golng to do wtth them. and 
he toid us that he, Tlmothee, 
was one of the best bbnerfly 
catchers in Bangu~, and that 
"b~g" boys bought 911 hls 
butterflies from h ~ m  for ten 
CFA francs esch. They would 
make plctures w ~ t h  them whrch 
they would rn turn sell to the 
French shops 

"If you want, you can have 
the butterfly you like best." 
he offered wlth a winnrng srnlle. 
We thanked him and sard 
that we would prefer to  have 
htrn show us how he caught 
hrs butterlies 

The Central African Republic 
like Madagascar, attracts some 
of rhe most spectacular burrer- 
flles rn the world, and Nyrnpha- 
I~des, Pqerldes and Saturn~des 
are all to be found here. 

Even though ~ t 's  the dry 
season now, and the butterll[es 
are smaller end generally less 
colourful, a few brillrant species 
can still be collected. 

We had been racing thmugh 
the rrvetine forest w ~ t h  
Timothee, and by the end of 
the afternoon we could wield 
h ~ s  net wrth nearly ?he same 
expertise. I caught a br~ghr 
red butterfly that I'm going to 
have made into a glass paper 
we~ght when we get to Na~robi. 

Nairobi. 27 February 
Well. we're back I But what 

a tlme we had gertlng herel 
From Bangur we had our 

choice of weekly fltghts e~ther 
to the Sudan or the Congo 
(now Zarre), Esmond opted 
for the latter, but the connecting 
flrght in Kinshasa drdn't show 
up and so we had to spend 
ftve days wattrng lor the next 
scheduled one. 

There 1s a shortage of hotel 
rooms rn Klnshasa and we had 
a dreadful time tryrng to get 
any krnd of room anywhere. 
As a result. we ended up stayrng 
20 miles outside of town and 
beggrng tax1 drlvers over the 
telephone to  CQme gat us 
so we could spend a t  Ieast pan 
of our time rn the capital 

Finally, thls morning, we 
found ourselves flying over 
the Rift Valley and toward 
Ihe Ngong H~lls. and we were 
so excrted we ran up and 
down the aisles Iooking for 
the best view of Langata, 
where a new house thar we 
had burlt while we were away 
stands waiting for us. 

The stewardens kindly but 
firmly insisled that we really 
must srt down, and I fervently 
hoped we wouldn't havs to 
war? very long befom landing 
at Embakasi. 

We didn't, and made it 
rhrough customs in record 
tlme in comparison to the 
countrtes we have just vlsited. 

At last we were outside 
the terminal, and whichever 
way we hoked we found a 
frmndly face, 

A row of airpon rexis wew 
lined up 8nd the drrver of the 
first aoe had already opened 
the door for us whlle the 
porter anfully fitted most of 
our suitcases into the boot. 

Once In the car, we explained 
that we had lust arrived back 
In Nairobl after a flfteen-month 
absence and wanted to see 
everyth~ng. The driver laughad 
and gave us a tremendous 
"welcome back" handshake 
then sped towards the "City In 
the Sun" 

COAST 
from page 35 

The Mackinnon Road markwl 
Itself should definitely be visitad 
8s ir's the matn ovttet for a 
tremendous variety of agrlcut- 
tural and dalry products from 
the Mombasa district. fn 1970. 
the malor commoditres for sale 
were coconuts and their various 
by-products ( E l  66,336). eggs 
(C68,438).mil . ( f  43.471 ), fresh 
vegetables (E42.568). cashew 
nuts (f27.5481, oawaaw . . 
( El 8.000). ond bananas 
(f14.400). 

Olher products from up- 
country ara also for sale at the 
Mackrnnon Road market. 
lncludrng potatoes, peas, beans. 
and carrots. It was opened ~ r r  
191 4 and unfonunately is soon 
to be ?ransferred from rts 
present slte. The stall renters 
come from all pans of the coast. 
and there IS an especially large 
group from the Lamu archl- 
pefago. These people are very 
frlendly and the v~sitox wrll 
engoy dealing with them. 

Something completely out 
of the ordlnary In the Mombasa 
area is a Iarge hole at the 
Barnburr Cement Factory, a few 
miles nonh of Mombasa; bur 
flrst a few words must be sard 
about the factory rtself and 
the origin of ahrs hole. 

The Barnburi Portland Cement 
Facrory was opened In 7956. 
the first ful l-t~me cement 
works rn Kenya, and In the 
fttst year of production. 525 
tons of cement worth €3,150 
were exported, most'fy to 
Tanzania and Sornelra. Since 
then the company has expanded 
rapidly. In 1960, exports 
increased to f240.000: flvs 
years later the figure was over 
E l  .000,~00. and In 1970 about 
500.000 tons of cement worth 
E3,000,000 were sent abroad. 

In 1970, the major countrtes 
receiving ?his hrgh quality 
cement were Maurifius and 
Reunlon (f 1 .I  16,000). Tensa- 
nia (E744.000). the Persian 
Gulf and Arabia ( f  504.000). 
Ssychalles ( T f  98.000). and 
Uganda (f162,OOO). 

The cement rs sent out in 
bags and rn bulk from the 
cement silos in Enghsh Point 
whlch were built In 1960, and 
the huge new silos at K~lrndin~ 
which opened only last year 
Obviouslv, with operatlens on 
such a large scale, a huge hole 
near the factory had to be 
excavated and the question for 
the management was what te  
do with ~t srnce il covered some 
ten acres 

Asne Halla-. the factory's 
farm manager. had the answer. 
S~nce the bottom of the hote 
colncided wtth the wafer fable. 
he began in 1971 to @ant fast 
growlng trees such as Cono- 
carpus lancrfol~us and casu- 
arina to develop a small forest 
whtch wwuld also attract birds. 
He has also planted date 
patms which in the past have 
not been successful anywhere 
on the Kenya coast. Four ponds 
have been made and into 
them he introduced many 
drfferent kinds of fish. 

Mr. Maller eventually hopes 
ta plant up the entrre area 
and ~ntroduce some small w ~ l d  
anrmals. Soon this hole may 
become a rnsioc tourist attrac- 
tron of Mombasa. At the 
mornen1 it is one of the bast 
examples of a true consrrva- 
tionist at work 




