


ointmenl in Gujerat lor applica~ion lo 
the testicles whivh, in theory. inc.r.c3ascs 
a man's sexual prrtency. 

I n  Bengsl, w h ~ c h  1s not tradrlronally 
linked wlih  East Africa. the  Indian r h ~ n o  
is killed illegally, e s p ~ c l a l l y  In t h r  
neighlluuring state ol Assam. Slnce there 
are less than 1,U(II1 Indian rhinos remain- 
ing In the country. the vaIuc of the 
Indlan horn is far h~gher t han thc African:  
In rdrlv 1978 wholesa l~rs  in Bengal naid 
~ ~ $ 8 7 5  a kilo. 

In Sinaaporc. H o n ~  Kongand China. l h ~  
horn an;l skin  froi the Atriran, ~ n d i a n ,  
Sumatran and Javan rhinos are still bring 
used for medicinal purposes Howevci . 
in early 1979, the H o n ~  Kong overn- 
men1 wllh  the  full support and har5inR of 
local tradprs banned a l l  imports 

All this cxternal dr~mand, esppcially 
fwn~  North Yemen 1s now so sLrong thal 1 1  
i s  a reasrlnablc assumption tha t  t h < h  
d e r l i n ~  ul I ~ l a c k  rhint) in Af r~ca  w1lI con- 
t inue Thr c a n t ~ n e n ~ a l  cstirnate now is a 
total of ahout I5,OUU black and possihly 
5.UOII whitr rhinos 

Cumpared with this, rhr Afrrcan ele- 
phant is in relatively good shape since thtb 
continental popula t~or~ is probably arounrl 
1 3 million. 

Rhinos exist nnturallv at much luwrr 
d e n s i t ~ ~ s  than elr,phants. h ~ r t  n(.vcl - 
Lhclcss In Tsavo In thc IAIF sixties thr 
r h ~ n u  population was about 20 per ccnl of 
thal  ul theelephants In Ihe samv a rm.  

In Kenya ~ r l d a y  there a1.r prrlba bl y ron- 
siderably less than 2,110(1 black rhinos In 
Ihe vnlire counlry, as c o r n p a ~ * ~ d  w ~ t h  an  
estimate of 6,0011 to  9,fl00 l o r  (he  Tsavo 
ecological u n ~ t  alone i n  1969. The prpsrnt  
rhino popuJativn nf Kenya constitutes less 
ihan one year's supply of horns to North 
Yi=mcn 

Not t h a ~  all the  Yemeni ~mpor t s  arc 
from Kenya of roursc, and thr~  I a n  of 
~ l i m ~ n i s h l n g  rp turns  mPans t ha t  Ihr 
I~ke l~hood  rrf every single rhlno tn Kenya 
bring elltnlnated is extremely low But I I  
the puach~ng cnntinues al  thr 1978 rat*. 
there will he very few black rh~no.: I d 1  In 
East Alrica In a yrar's tlme. 

There is n o  doubt that ihr problem is 
serious. OfI~r ia ls  of the Kcny:~ Na~ional  
Parks and now of Ihe  Wildlifv Cvtlsr-ma- 
lion and Management Dpparln~ent have 
been f i g h ~ l n g  I l ~ t -  poar.hbnl: f 0 l  vtbal'S. hu t  
auknowledge now thar t h ~ s  IS nnt enough 
and that rmrl-opt,l ativtb ion ln :I nurni5r.r 
of dil lrrent fields IS r~ueded. 

There IS no ~mmedia te  and obvious 
answer, but there R ~ P  various pos~ihi1itlcs 
for a t  Ieast casing thr situation and work- 
king tcrwal-ds r'nnlrnlllng 11. The TUrN 
(Internotzonol I I r ~ z ~ r t  fur lhr Consrrva- 

tlon QJ' Nature ( r r~d  Nnt t~ra l  Krsrnirrrr) 1s 
re-establlsh~ng its African Rhino Group 
wrlh a base ~n Nairobi. Working groups to 
carry out actlon in the fwlds of ,prar l~ca l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  s t r a t e g l ~ s ,  p u b l i c  
awareness, rontrol of  t l l p  wade and I ~ P  

poaching, anrl fund-ralslng h a w  bcen set 
up T h e  g r n u p  I S  e s s r n t l a l l y  nnn-  
ur~anrsatlnnal,  with Ihca alln u! maxim~s-  
ing co-operation anlonR Gnv~rrlmental. 
Il;cal non-Governmen t a l  a n d  In l e r -  
national hodips. 

We hope that sorncm of lhese elforls will 
be cfiectlve in stripping thc d w l ~ n e  rn 
rhino populations in  East Alrica. For bolh 
the short and long term cons~rvat len  of 
the SPPC~PR, thedemand tor rhmo prr~durts 
must b ~ , r ; e v ~ r ~ l y  rrduccd In thc Middle 
East. India and t h e  Far East Only  
through the  crl-operation n l  v a r ~ o u h  
governments, conscrvation bodies, and 
lraders, can the rhjnoccros have a future 
In the  wlld state. 

figure. In ttm table marked wlth an 
aaterlsk rdsr to umtrrrsctad nerlal csmua 
satlmat%c. 


