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RARE MALAYAN |
RHINOCEROS. l

&

Nearly Extinet. ‘

HUNT IN SELANGOR AND
PERAK SWAMPS,




——

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

" Kuala Lumpur, Jan, 23.

One of the rarest animals in the world
is to be sought on behalf of the British
Museum by an expedition which is now
assembling in Malaya.

This animal is the one-horned rhino-
CeT S, rhmocn.;s.ﬁm sondaicus, of m:l;ieih Tl:lg
two or three are n

country. There are no records of its hav-
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It is almost, if not quite, extinet
in southern Burma; it is unknown in the
Siamese part of the Malay Peninsula; it
is represented by a few dozen individuals
in Java, all strictly protected; and there
are believed 0 be a small number in
Sumatra.

The one-horned rhinoceros lives in
swampy jungle, unlike its cousin, the two-
horned rhinoceros, which prefers moun-
tainous country. The latter is a much
smaller animal and is still fairly common
in the wilder parts of the Malay Penin-
ml.n. Thnum- rned species was common

gone by, but the advance of civi-
liut.ion I::rl:o its haunts, and the persist-
ent of it which has resulted
from the prices paid for its blood
and horns by Chinese medicine men, have
almost extinguished it in Malaya.

In the Interests of Secience.

Indeed, it is only after very careful
inquiry has shown that the two, or per-
haps, three specimens of the mhmcd
0 Nk e e e
jungles are old and m&m]r isolated
males, and therefore unable to propagate
their kind, that the Mnlaytn authorities
kave sanctioned this expedition,

These survivors, if not killed for
museum purposes, will be either poached
by native hunters or will die a natural
death, wherm the British Museum ex-
pedition, if m:ful. will benefit pos-
terity by obtnh:ingi g pt:hs hmhich of
science specimens as w may
gsoon have vanished from Malaya.

There is believed to be no representa-
tive men of the one-hormed 1hino-
ceros nﬂmﬂm present time.
The Bri Museum has a small imma-




ture specimen aﬂnt?nth!md’

' tive Cambridge, U.S.
A., while there is said to be another speci-
men in a Stockholm m hmm
There are two fine in the Kuala
Lumpur museum, one being that of the
%inﬁm? 'ﬁlé beast Iwhlifhf terrorised the
near Ipoh, for many years
beforg the British regime in Perak, The
y of this rhinoceros is told by Sir
Mlhnellhhi:hok,“hhhy
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ence a
recently been set out by Mr. Boden Kloss
in the Journal of the F.M.S. Museums
and the Bulletin of Rafles Museum.
Four of these animals are known to
?::n been shot in this country. One was

Pinji which fell a victim to the
rifle of sm Mr.) Geo Maxwell
in 1809, Another was _the late

mle near Telok Anson, was
censed hunter, and as re-
ulm a fourth mmdwt
l

m? or, and its
A5, Polics Mesi &t
axndlﬂm which will shortly set
out in m of a specimen will comprise
Hrﬂo'r 8. Vernay, Major G. 8. Rowiey

Clptlin Helloway. In 1928 Major
Vernay, with the co-operation of the Gov-

ernment of Burma, made an expedition
into southern Btl.rm;l- in search of the one-

ago.
Major Rowley ‘s an e enced Lig-
m hunter and Captain Holloway is a

ﬂ the British Musoum.
Cnpt.lin Ho take back with him

a considerable lmuunt of Malayan mater-
ial for the British Museum,

Not Without Danger.

I The expedition will not be without dan-
m for the om-humad rhinoceros has a

reputation. The Pinji veteran was
known to have killed three men and to
P et
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well-armed parties would venture intoy its

hbourhood. Telok Anson animal
is also believed to have killed a man before
she attacked a tapnar. as mantioned




The killing of a rhinoceros, whether of |
the swamp or hill species, is a very pro-/|
fitable business for native poachers, the
blood and horns being sold to Chinese |
medicine men at a high price. The blood
is coagulated and sold in tablets, while the
horns, either ground up or hollowed out,
are believed to confer protection against
poisoning.

This head of a one-horned rhinoceros is in the possession of Mrs. Bar-
nard. The animal was shot by the iate Mr. H. C. Barnard in April, 1898,
at Sungei Pelawan, near Chikus, Perak.



