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ENVIRONMENT 

PRESERVING RHINO 

Part Of Lonely Battle 
ClmnclaRana,chairpcrsonofSavetheEnvironmentFoundation(SEF), 

is a lonely voice against a plant which is threatening the rhino habitat 

By A CORRESSPODI'NT 

At a t ime when, on the World Rhino animal& and impnn<lnL vegetation from 

Day, variou~-. organizations have hccn the imasion of the \\ild plant. Unlike 

raising voices to save the rhinos from other organizations, she organ ized the 

po.lching, Chanda Rana, chairperson of program on her 0\\ n initiative lor 

the Save the Environment Foundation protect ing the hio diversity of Chit wan 

(SF!·), whn has heen launching a Narion,d Park. 

crusaclc against a wild plant Mikania With rhc grow th l1f Mikan ia 

vlicrantha, which is im ading the habitat Micrantha, a wild plant, in and around 

of Rhinos in Cit wan National Park, is Chicwan National l'ark,thehabitatofnnc 

more concerned ,lboutthe habitat loss. horned rhinos arc now under serious 

[)uc LO the infes tat ion of plan t Lnreat. Asthe plant isgradually covering 

Mikania 1\licrantha, endangered wild the areas, rhinos arc migrating to new 

an imals like rhinos and mhcr importanr areas in search of habitat. 

plams arc under threat. ulf we can nor In an effort to contribute to the fight 

clean and make efforts LO wipe our the against rhino poachi ng, the 3rd World 

plant, it will destroy the whole ecosystem Rhino Day is being celebrated in cpal 

as weU as the livelihood of the nearby and othcrcountrie& with the thcme"Fivc 

villages." Rhino Species Forever". 

Raising the issues since 2008, Rana Although the world rhino day has 

also released a video documentary io been celebrated t O generate the level of 

2009andhighlightcdthestatcofthewilcl awareness regardi ng rhino poaching, 

plam that infested a large swathe of organizers still ignore the threat coming 

grassland. Her documentary drew the from the wi ld plants such as Mikania 

concerned national and international Micrand1ll. llowever,presidcnrofSavcthe 

personal ities over the issue. "I am very EnvironmentChandaRanaisnotlerring 

concerned about the way the plant is up on her battle to raise the awareness 

gradually threatening the habitat of the against the plant. 

one horn rhinos, other wild plants and Chitwan is one of the major habitat 

threes of the Ch itwan National Park," areas of one horned rhinos. According 

said Rana. to a recent survey, there arc over 534 

TJke last year, Ran a also joined the rhinos in Chitwan. However, the habitat 

to the plant, the grasslands of Cbltwan 

are gradually drying. This forced wild 

animals to move to other areas. Since 

last many years, Save the Environment 

Foundation has been launching various 

programs against this deadly plant. 

Although the government has 

deployed Nepal Army to protect rhinos 

from roachcrs, nohody is concerned 

about the habitat heiog lost due to the 

invasion of the wilt! plams. 

Nepal Army deployed at the parl< 

held the view that all the concerned 

stakeholders need to worl< together to 

weed out thl· plant from the national park 

so that the habitat of world's endanger 

rhinos can be protected. 
Ram Chndra I(.C ol Nantla Box 

Battalion of Chin-van held the new that 

Nepal Arm y is able to preve nt th e 

poaching due to its better coordination 

with the local communit >'and locallcvcl 

nrganb\tion working in the con.<.,ervation 

sector. Concerned authorities neetltn 

remember the rhinos not only once in a 

)'Car hut in L he remaining 364 days as 

weU. 
With Chanda Ilana's lonely battle 

.tp,ainst the plant, people at different 

levels arc graduaUy realizing the severity 

of infestation. However, the speed is too 

slow i'lnd cffnrt is too little. Rana's 

message fort his year's third world rhino 

day is clcnr: take rrompt C\l' Li on lO 

contain the plant. • 

SPOTLIGHT 
Available at the following stands 

1. Bhatbhateni Supermarket: Bhatbhateni 

2. Bhatbhateni Store: Maharajgunj 

3. Mandala Book Point Kantipath, Ph: 4227711 

4. Vajra Book Store, Jyatha Ph.:4220562 

6. Book Paradise, Jamal 

7. Namaste Supermarket, Narayanl Complex 
Pulchwok 

8. Namaste Supermarket, Maharjgunj 
(Opposite to American Embassy. 

9. Himalayan Book, Bagbazar. 

10. Bhaktapur Stationery, Nytapaul 

11. Utsav Books and Stationers, Putalisada 

save the rhino campaign with her one area is gradual! y sh rinl<i ng due to Telephone:4220882 

slogan to save the Rhino and other \'vild invasion of the wild plant Mikania. Due 
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