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RAPPING OF RHINOCEROS 35+
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' In the eurrent anmber of ‘the “Indiap.
- Ferester,” Mr, Granville Q'Hars publishes

-+ the following interesting accouut of Rhineoe-

Fos. trapping in the Surwts:— . - - :
. Oueany, edily in Septewter 1905, a couple
of . Malsys applied for permission from’ the
- District Officer to” tisp « rhinwsceros which
thoy cams acroms while out in thie forest in
© - the “Ulu”. (Malay namo for wup-country.)
- -Rbinoceros are fairly “raro in tho Strait

“. . Bcttlements and it is seldom that they ere
- _“trappad or shat. So ‘being

. Up -~ the Uly,
on hearing of the proposcd trapping, I start.

ed. for tho scene of oporations. ‘Yho next
. the trap; “hut botore tho actusl operations

" as.4 eacrifice to “Dato Utang” (god of the

. forcst) to insuro success inm tho undertaking.

A rectangular pit measuring 8 feet in
fongth, 4 foot in width and 6 feet in depth
was dug. aud a goud ‘many hargwood sap.
lings oi 8 feot in length and 6 t¢ 6 inches 1n
girth wero cut for lining the four sides of
this pit. Theso poles were buried 8 foet in-
v the bed of the pit in vertical lLiucs as
close together as possible, gnd' were furthor

+ strengthened and hold ia position by heri-
zontal poles, the ends of which wero insert.
el into the sides of the pit, the end verti.
ol poles being tied on to these horizontal
polos. : : .

The dimensions of the pit or lrap are
more or.less proportionate to thoso of u full
grown rhinoceros. The rcuson for the lin-
ing of the pit with vertical poles is to pre-
vent the rhinoceros from using its horn aund
feet indigging and so mmking it  escape.
Aftec the poles had been fixed in position g
spaco .ol one foot was left all round the pit

. -fronl the top of the poles tovtho  surtace
- devel. " A cover of interlaced leafy branchos
was then made and placed over wie opening
+of the pit, ‘the cnds of which rested on the
top of, the vertical poles. Over this covering
a-layyr of looso earth was put, and brought
to the same lovel as the ground surface. A
part of the excavated carth was used for
building . two' small “‘bunds” which ran paral-

Jel with ono another for a distance of z cou-
plo «f yards from the odgeof the pit towards
the direction from which, the rhinoceros was
expected; nnd the surplus earth was -carried
away' and deposited some distance from the
sito of operation. After this, all the  re-

_ mainigg twigs, cut branches; leaves and esrth
woro taken away, and the disturbed surface
round about was brought to its vriginal con-

.+ dition. by the spreadiag of dead leaves evenly
t -« all ‘over tho surface.
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H ..-ed on tho banks of,the Sungei Betting Luds,
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.~ One has no ideg how particular Malays.are
! when -engaged n this kind of work; al-

though they are, as s rale, heawy smokers.
» not a “Kobko” (a Malay cigarette) passed
their lips througbout ihe wholo' day, swhile
ongaged in laying the trap, and when I pul-
fed out a-cigarctte to kill time I was politely
asked not, to smoke,as rhinoceros—according
10 the Maloy——can sent s human oveing u
- milo off.. : )

Wo left the forest at 6-30 p.m., #nd camp-

. (river) for the aight in:a roughly nials hut,

2 Vraiwd about 6 feet frofr £he ground on po-

T woera told off to inspect tho~vrap from al

+ lgs.  Early next morning a couple of Mulays

reasonable distance and to feturn at once
- aad report; but we had no luck that day.
_tAfter inspecting -the forest on the opposle

¥. .bank of Sur:u Betting Luas 1 returned
u
G ‘however, to :hift next morning if nothing
= iturned up: but luck favoured us, for the ex-
'y (citing news was brought

.end spent nuother night in the hut deciding,

in carly uext morn-
| 4ing from onc of the . watchers; that n
;~$‘_‘ﬁndah’—’ (rhinoctros,) had isllen into the
o trap!l set of at onco with my zaards wud
! the remaining Malays.armed with a (_:.):lyle

pof iy guns and “parangs’ (Majayg kr‘e.}

= '} Tho rhinooeros, oa catching “«ight +f" us,

 gécame fiirious, and it's grunting was sufhi-
. giens to make brave hearts smail, Aunpway
weith all its gruating, and struggles ‘o cs-

T L-ape, it was quite safe in tho trap. It wacs

. rmagnificent specimen of a  dhreo quirters

%1 ‘mgrown bull rhinoceros, it had a born about
. =y 3} t5> 3 inches long and stood irom 4} to 3

. ' asrown colour,
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: giees iu bright, its skin was of a dark ri(dish
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Imen 1865 to.work to bulld a cage,

. maening tho Malays st w work te lay out’

- commeliced, x littlo cooked food was offered’

0.1 (whii™is
construowed o hord wood saplings and . rut-
tan cane gnd its dinensions’ vhose: of thoe
rap).  After i3 .had begn oquploted 1v was
earried and placed on the odgo of tho trup,
the epen end facing tho animals sead. Lwo
lines of polos were deiven in ruaniag from
tha mouth of thoe cago ta a little buyond
half wiyedown the sde of tho pit, so 4 to
prevent the rhinocores. from cscaping when
drives: oub of the trap. | o

Thoe Malsys; - ufter -consultation umongst
themselvesvas to tho best wuy .of getting
the rhinoceros out with ae.little harm as
possible to. tho. animal as well an to them-
selves, decided to got the animal to run
into tho tage from tho:trap of itd owm
wocord, and - the following  method was
adopted t— . .

“ Four woeu took up their positions, -two on
cither sido of the pit, énd started to shovel
sarth into the trap in front of the animal.
Asrthe carth - was being poured in  the
rhinoperos. shook it' off. its head and back
and. trampled it under foot.so that within
a couple of hours there was sufficient carth
in the pit to encourage the rhinoceros to
make a desperate attempt 4o got out, in
which, howevor, it failed. In tho mean.
time a couple more Malays took up . their
‘positions, cne ut the end’of tho trap facing
the animal's back, armed with a sharp pele,
whilo the other placed himself on one side
of. the open chge rendy with a pole to ¢lose
the mouth of the cage whon the rhinoceros
ran into it. After another half hour's work
the gnimal, with s desperate effort, managed
to strugele out and run headlong into the
cage, and beforé it had time to -back out
again the mouth of the cage was closed by
the Malay thrusting the pole through the
vertical bars and thereby holding the ani-
mal prisoner. .Although thers was. hardly
any room in the cage for the rhinooeros to
use its strencth, stil its struggles to free
-itself were tremendous, and it would very
likely have succceded had not the men
teen on the alert and further strengthened
the cage by strapping additional horizontai
poles dn to the eides. :

After this the animal  was left alone
without food for the rest of tho day and
the best part of-‘the next, in order to re-.
concile it tn its tate and force it to . give
in through starvation and exhaustion.

A thank offering was then. made to “Dota
Utang's" consideration in favouring their
enterprise, a forw prayers wete said in token
of gratitude and the bestin _of tom-roms
commenced to celebrate their’ success. In
the meantime 8 couple of Malays  wore
sont into Lumni—the Goverument head-
quarters of tho Diadings—to -inform  the
District Officer and mako .the necessary
arrangements for shifting the rhinoceros
from the forest. 5

T left early next day for Betting Luas
with the guards and returned fonr  days
fater along with the Malays who had gone
to Lumui. 1 was tat'er sarprised te ob-
serve the marvellous change that had como
over the rhinocerog, undoubtedly its spirits
were completely subdued, it actually | al-
lowed itself to be fondled and dug at with-
cut a grunt or any other sign- of vexation.
‘On the third morning of its capturo 1t
was fod on jackJeaves (Arthocarpus indica)
and herbaccous plants on which it chiefly
lives. :

A point of interest, that hers may he men-
tioned  is the commercial value of .rhino
urine and dung. These were regularly collect
od. the rhino staling about®? bottles of urine
at a time, and I was witnessed to the sale
of one bottle of urine for Rs. 8.12-0. This 15
usid for rheumatism by the Chinese and
the urine is poterful enough to raise blisters
on human skiu. ’

To vome back to my narradve, 5 gnod part
of tho next day was idied away awaiting the
retarn of @ Malay, who had been sent to
reconnoitre the forest and fix on the easiest
route to the. bank of the Sungti Betting
Luas. On his return, preparations were mnd?
for shifting the gnimal.

While t animal was being fed and his
attention drawn away a couple bf poles
were removed from the bottom ‘of the-cage
underneath  the ammal's feet. the rhinoceros
was then made to a bit g bit, causing its
four feet to slip through the open space at
the bottom of tho cage left by the removal

of the two poles. The cage was then lifted

R
% faob, from. the growed and. held i
position by ‘six eturdy Malsys, while o oony&)!o
Inere. were busy. fixing 4threo horironbal
that were passod tunyghsthoe vegs over -tho
rhizoceros’ batk, thon four- moro poles were
passed™ through the bottom of tho cagoe end
similarly. fustencd so as only to ‘allow oudhi.
cient spacd botwoen them, for the animal
to movo .ita legs at o walking. pace. The
idea of this was to canse the rhinoceros.--
withough a cuptives-to curry ity own cago

‘ricd, which wauld: incur & great deal pof

risk, labour and expense, o .
Rattan ropes were then fastened on to tho

four cofders of tho cage, n fifth: being fast-

The four men---two on cither side.—pulied
away drom one another, whilst thp fifth
dragged and guidad thoe capiive rhinoceres
in the right direction. - -
.. Olac moro man (the sixth) walked closo
behind the cage oveasionally” gouding the
rhinoceros to make it move on, - L
. Early next morning we left the forest for
the Sungsi Baotting river, which wo reached
late in tho evening. A couplo of days wero
spent here getting a large sizo “Sampang”
(Malay boat) up the narrow stream, A wood-
en contrivance, in the meantime, was built
for loading the gnimal into the boat. Early
on the third .ddy the cage was loaded inte
-the boat-and we stertod for Lamni,  which
was réached on the second day. - -

Altdgether 10 duys were t;\ion’ffotll tha
time- tho animal was eaptured to the time
it was brought safely into Lumni . |

Luckily there was a steamor leaving for
Pengng on the afternoon of the day of our
arrival at Lumni and the -rhindcaros was
‘put on board, one of the trappers acoom-
panying it. On the return- of tlxo Malay I
learnt that the rhinoceros was sold to  a
Muhammadan merchant for the paltry sum
of 200 dollars. Three wecks afterwards when
on a visit to Penang I learnt that this mer.
chant had sold it to another merchant in
_Singapore for 500 dollars, who bought it for
the purpose of selling it to the Madras Peo-
ple's Park. ) .

Being interested in the welfaro of this
rhinoceros T .made  furthier enquiries and
found out that it had been exported from
Singapore to Madras and sold for Rs. 1,500.

abovo statement, but this iz all T _ could
gather as to the disposal of the animal; any
way, it was not. in Singapote when enqui-
ries wote made by e .

HSTONE OF LINDIAN
POLICY.

. e
DR, RUTHERFORD, M.P., AT
. GLASGOW.
. A large aundience was drawn to the Paluce
Theatre, Glasgow, on tho afterncon of Samn-
day last (September 8) to hear un addiess
from Dr V. H Rutherford, M.P., on “The
Lurest of India and its Remedy.” Coun-
‘cillor Willism Primrose presided.

Dr. Rutherford, whose: remarks wero re-
ceived with“closo attention and evident ap-
proval; said he was glad that they had invi-
ted him that afteraoon to speak to them
on the subjeet of India. In Parliament In-
dian questions were only discussed onco
vear, aad it scemed to be the aim of the offi-
cials who controlled the Sceretary of State
for Iudin to see to it that the Houso of Com
mons knew as’ little as possible of whut was
going on in Indin; whilo in the country. at
large the general ignorance” regarding Indin
could only be Uescribed as colossal. And yet
what subject of more vital or more press-
ing importance could be-named for the con-
sideration of Englishmen? No one, he ima-
gined, had any longer any doubt as to -the
existence of a real wnd growing state of un-
rest .. Iudia, and it was idle to supposo that
a. policy of suppression could cure that un.
rest, for it was due to a variety of causes,
sovial, cconomie, and political, which no wise
or consciontiots man could afford to ignore.
Indin should bo bound to England by love
and .ot by fear, than which no more-con-
temptible means could be sought for tho as-
sociation with a great Ix]x:})crial ruce of any
set of ple in the world. But as a mat-
ter of fact they were always being told "that
tho teeming millions of India were held by:
the sword and not by the heart. Was there
not herein a wrong premise at the very start?

TBE TOTUC

poloa |

and shift itsell along, instead of being car..

eaed in front, and all were held by Malays..

T am not in a position to vouch for the

MuSh wes miade of the- racial atd  golgiows,

dhy pntagonisst  botwoon - the  various'.peu-
* ples who mhuoivesdd “kadie.  The antegomdm

lay bobwoon rulers und rded, and i secwon
L bo prrl of our policy W unugine, thot thus
antagemspy coutd bo Jossened vy pitting cinss
against clues and creed againgt creod 1 la.
Jdia.  This wag ho feared the Sundumontal de
fect which undorlay the schomos of so-cutlod:
reform 10 which Mr. Mooy had boon com-
{mitied by tho Governmont of Indin; and it

was much t¢ bo rogrovted, in his view, ‘that
8 Liberal statesmen atould hgve swnctioned
such propasals. Ho.was somotimes” usked,
would the Knglish loso.-India snd how! Ho
cotild only suggost thut wo should not lose.

it to Russim.  ARusein-had her own business |

cut out for hor, The suswer was thut we
lshould lose India to Indin wed the Indians.
17 wes-enly a question cf -time, wid iy wus
for Englishmen to decido whother the change
wuag 10 b0 brought abeut by the’sword or vy
| the magnamimity or intelligence of tus voua
Jtry. Ho hoped it would bo the lstter and
Vtht we would . nover drive tis Ludiuns to
-thiz =truggle, "where the sacrifice ot life v
both sides would bo tremendous. We sould
‘make ‘the country » seli-goversing pert .of
the Empire, and then wo should hold’it in
tho bost and trucst way. Numerous dauses
woiro responsible for the - unprest. PlagQe,
famipe, and'poverty were aniong the chief,
and deplorabie causes thoy were, too. In
six months the death rate from plaguo was
638,958, and since the plague broke out over
5.000,000 peoplo liad died. Then, as to.po-
verty, it beboved them nover to forget taat
Indig was tho supremely poor country of the
world. The poverty was-not only grinding
but chronmic. The annual income of vhe peo-
plo in Canada wgs £48 per head por annum,
i the United Kingdom £42, while in India
it.was £2. The struggle for existonce anong
thess uncomplaining millions was ‘beyond
their imagination. In the train of poverty
naturally came famine. There was no lack of
food; as was shown by the amount imported
to other "countries. - 'Tho people simply hea
no money to purchase food. He did mot say
the people blamed thé” Governmont for- the
famine, but it helped, all the same, to cause
unrest,. Ovortaxation and the land  pro.
blem addod to tho unrest, and while lurge
siilms of money wero spent on the military
and railways, sufficient fhoney was not speng
on education, and he was informed that some
thiag like four villages ous of five were with-
out e first elements ofgglemontary schidols,
Then, agwin, all professions, with' the ex-
ception of that of the law, were prohibited
the Indian. and as a soldier ho could not

" .ise- beyond the common rank beciuse they
authority. ]

Iwcrc net trusted by those in
' The enduring foundation of the unrdst, how
‘ever, was the very spirit of nationality which
fathers sucrificed their lives for. Wo ad-
mired and loved patriotism, and wo must ad
mire and love it in the Indians, and not
seek to crush it and brand it as “seditious.”
It should never be forgotten that God made
the nations and men made the Empires. The
permanent root of the unr¢st was a great
patriotic movement. Britain had been tho
very instrument to put this spirit into them
and we should rejoice in it rather than be
afisid of jt. Tho only romedy for Incia
| an! other countrics similarly - sitayted wu:

self-government.  As Mr: Gladsto i had wcl!
* and nobly, snid, “Liberty alone fits for libue.
¢ Ly." .

(Applauts.)

Tho depression in the south of the Buy
was on Mounday reported to boe “somewhat
moro pronounced.” The next 21 hours should
indicate whether it is likely {6 ddvelop into
a proper cyclone, giving the much-needed
rain in . places inlund, now siffering from
J drought. . .

A Prehistoric Manmoth.-.-We are getting
it by degrecs, Professor C. W. Gilmore, of
the Geological Department of the Smith-
souian Institute, Washinglon, accompanicd
by some brother scientists, has discovered
in Central-Adaska, a mammoth which is said
to be 756 feet long and between 40 and 50
fect high. A matter of ten feol or so. in
height makes no very great difference. Tho
creature was found cmbedded in ice, and
was in a perfect state of preservation, and
L “presented a life-lize sppearance.”

antiputhics” which divided India against ner b
eolf. . But ho did not- think there wae rouliy |

we ourselves believed in, gnd which our fore- |-

Hill fluvour good strongth choap. Wiy * gz
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