REPORT

ON THE

ADMINISTRATION OF BENGAL, 1885-86.

Galcutta:

BENGATL SECRETARIAT PRESS.
1887.



330 BENGAL ADMINISTRATION REPORT. [1885.86.

~oological Gurden.

Tue total imcome of the gardens during the year under report, including
the Government grant of Iis. 20,000, amounted to Rs. 46,338, against Rs. 52,007
in 1884-85. From donations and subscriptions an income of Rs. 2,946 was
derived, against Rs. 8,588 in the preceding year; entrance receipts amounted
to Rs. 7,664, against Rs. §,611 1 1884-85 ; and there was a slight decreasc
under cvery other head except ¢ rents,” which improved by about Rs. 600,
and receipts from the moonlight [éte and the Fancy IMair, which amounted to
Rs. 3,665, as compared with the Rs. 1,743 of the previous year.  Iixclusive of
opening balances and receipts from sales of Government paper (amounting
to Rs. 4,884 in the year under review and to Rs. 9,880 in 1854-85), the net
mcome ot each year was—

1884-85 ... Rs. 42,006 | I883-86 oo Rso 40,043

The expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 39,4006, against Rs. 50,685
in 1881-83. listablishments cost Rs. 8,404 ; food of animals, Rs, 9,266 ;
construction and repairs of Dbuildings and roads, Rs. 13,215; and purchase
of anmimals, Rs. 3,078, It 1s evident that the finanecial resources of the insti-
tution must be husbanded with ecare, as it 18 only by strict cconomy that they
can he maintained on a satisfactory footing.  The most iinportant works of the
year were the re-adaptation of the “ Doomraon™ and ¢ Sarnomoyi” houses, 1he
building of a masonry house for the sambars, and the filling up, on sunitary
cerounds, of the old water-fowl tank near the entrance lodge, and converting
the site of the tank into a lawn planted with ornamental plants and shrubs.

The number of visitors to the gardens, on payment of the usual entrance
fces, was 108,044, against 120,813 visitors in 1824-85, and aguinst an average
number of 129,373 lfor the =ix preceding years. A large number of students
and children under eight vears of age were also admitted during the year
1835-86 free of charge. During the year season tickets were issued at tho
following rates :—

Ris.

To admit one family on foot, horseback, { IFor one year 16
or in a carriage, For six months 10
To udmit one person on fool, horseback, § IYor one year 12
O 1N a4 curringe. { IYor six months 8

The season commences from the Ist April or the Ist October.  Tlolders of
family season tickets {or seven years, and of single tickets for nine yoars
comsecutively, or otherwise, may become life members without further
charge.

Considcerable additions were made to the menagerie, chiefly by presentations,
oxchange, and deposit.  ‘I'he most interesting ﬂﬂflllliﬁitiuﬂ was a young hippo-
potamaus, purchased for s, 3,000, which huas already proved a great attraction to
visitors. A sieght uncommon in these latitudes was furmished by a Polar bear,
which was last winter deposited 1n the gavdens by its owner for sale, and has,
with the assistance of the luxury of 15 scers of 1ce daily, got safely through the
hot weather.  “Lhe following is o list of animals for the first time exhibited in
the gardens :—

Iippopotamus. ' Whaite pea-fowl (deposit).

Polar hear (deposit). Native companion.

(assybara. American ostrich (Rhea).

I’ruiric marmot, Californian quail,

Rufous kangarco. Anmbherst pheasant.

T'wo-tocd sloth. Scemmering’s pheasant,

Virginian opossum. Virginian nightingale.

Sclater’s wonaul, Waxwing,

Rosc breasted Grossbeak.
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As noticed in last year’s Report, the Committee’s attempt to establish
a dairy farm and to improve the indigenous breed of cattle proved a failure,
all the imported stock having been lost by an outbreak of rinderpest. The
Committec remark that there are many difliculties in the way of successfully
carrying out such exporiments, and it 1s necessary to secure trustworthy super-
vision, the cost of which swallows up the profits which might otherwise acerue.
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