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GENERAL REPORT

1_Summary From 18 august till 21 september 1980 mr. and mrs van $trion,

and Pepen S. Abditllah(Universitas Nesional) traveled to north Sumatps o4
for the excecution of project 1907. After the necessary preparation the ——
rhine area was patrolled from 25 august till 11 sepjtember. Returning from
Sumatra a short viszit was paid to the Game Department in Kuala Iumpur,
Malaysia,

In the rhino =rea 2o siglin of paoching were found and obviously
nobody hed endtered the area since the last EEFNELTINNXIN patrols were
sent to the area in the beginning of 1980, But MMIXK at the time of the
present expedition a group of four people enf§tered the Pinus area,
probably procpecting for a good area to hunt rhine,

During the expedition most of the study-area was surveyed as usual
and 40 separate rhino tracks HEEEXNMENWMKN¥¥N, made by about 15 different
rhinos, were encountored, Pusiiar $amples were made of foodplants, faeces
and saltlicks.

2 Preparations

On 18 august mrs MeJe.Me van Strien-Reygersberg and Pepen S, Abdullah,
student in bioleogy at Universit-l Nasional, Jakarta, traveled to Medan
to make the necessary prevaration for the expedition the the rhino
area in the upper Manas.

ASAMERA OIL was willing to let us use their helicopter, dut because
of the high costs (about § 1200 for the roundtrip) -nd miner problems
related to the supply of extra fuel and the timing of the trip, it wvas
daecided not to accept the offer. Other helicopters were nfit available
in Medan.

On 20 august both traveled on to Kutacane, to purchass and prepare
the sapplies for the expedition and to organise the transport teams.

On 2% august drs NeJ. van Strien traveled to Kutacane to join the group.



2 A7th Mamas expedition

On 24 august the first transport team, consisting of 7 people
under the guidance of Rehman, departed from Kutacame and the mext day
the expedition team followed. Besides Mr. and mrs van StrienyXvupus
and Pepen Abdullah, the expedition team cosisted of three o Ahe
e:perieneadjfield assistants and a young PPA employee from the offics
in Hntacane. The transport team brought the first half of the supplies
to camp Pb-ans and returned to Sutacane on 27 august.

The expedition team reached camp Pawang in the aftermoon of 26 august.
The camp was found to be in good condition. The next day partols were made
to the seltlicks of Plnus and to the small saltlicks south of camp Powang,
o 29 PUEYqHRE. BRAVETS! S PufORRa Rt kit xR HhR NEE] SET R 02m
Acehe Both samps nceded extensive repairse. Camp Aceh was completely
destroyed by elephants and only a temporary camp was made NEXENAX there,
The most narthern camp, camp Uning, as well as the most seuthern camns,
camp Lukluk an SCamp Pinus, are not longer used, but these areas are
patroled from respectively camp Aceh and camp Pawange

Cn 31 august the te.n moyed back to camp Central BUXEBENEILNIMENEY
DHEXH NN Y Y BN and the next day part pf the team walked to
camp Pavong to meet the cecond transport team. This team, consisting
of the same persons =3 the *irst transport team, brought the rest of
the necessary supplies and returned to Tutaaana with the plastercast=
and samples made so far.

After patroling the area around camp Cenjgral, the team moved apain
to caamp Aceh on 5 septaﬁbnr. for a more therough survey of the northern
part of the estudy area, :

On 8 neptenber the soam returaed to eaamp Pawang for mere surveying
in the southern purt of the area. The next day fresh tracks of a small
group of people were Tound along the route to camp Pinus, going in the
direction of Luxi

On 11 aeptenmber the teonn BEYHINERIXTEXRKUZNEAESE lodt the study area
and part of the team orr ved the same day in Kutacane. The three field
assistants, who carried the rest of the collections, spend the night
on the trail and returned the next day.



3 BSeientific results

During the present expedition the major part of the rhine
study-area were visited, with the exception of éxteme northern and
southern extensions, which were formerly patroled from the camps
Uning, Pinus and Lukluk, BEXXEXX0EHSERXENYEX SENSCOEEE X INEXHAEANT NN
HUEREYIAEXEEHENE In these parts gemerally only tracks of rhines going to
or coming from cne of the saltlicks were found., Since all the Xxnown
slatlicks were visited, often more than once, in the present surveying
scheme, XK it can be expected that not many of the rhines that
frequent the mamas area will be missed, by not patroling these XX¥ENY
routes.

The weather during the expedition was very good, with only a few days
with heavy raing and a large number of tracks were found, Of fourty
¥) separate tymeks plastercasts wave mades Prelimiasry study of the
casts showed that they were made by about 15 Rifferent rhinos, a feov of
vhich were EMMMXTX¥ only found a few times before and one was probily
nev to the area, It appeared that the distribution of the rhines had
changed since the last expedition in jume 1979. Conciderably more
activity MEEXTNMHIXTIO(XNE of rhinos was found in the area around the
saltlicks of Pinus and camp Uning and also in the area nowrthwest of
camp Aceh (Jalan Sudirman). But in the area around NXNETROIONEXINR
TEXEMOAT NSO (AT X B UL AN XRUXIMK and south of camp Prvang very
little sign of the presence of rhincs were found.

By following a rhino track a new small saltlick was found
close to the camp Centrrl, Because there are nc wellwdeveloped tr=ails
leading to this place it had escaped our attention before,

Tracks of new calfs were not found, but at least twe of the calfs
FE¥NXEE already known from previous expeditions were still found in
the area,

A nore detailed study of the nlastercasts will be made lanter and
the results will be WHNYITNNSEXYEXSENEEYHITNXTEE included into the
publication of the whole rhino research programme,

During the expedition also EXE¥ scveral foodplante could be sampled
for identifieation and for analysis of the mwineral contents. Also fresh
fecces and samples of ¥M# =211 soltliclks were collected, These will also
“‘1!!1%!!!‘ on the mineral contents, Results of these snnlyses will
be REN¥EM in the report to the faculty by Pepen Abdullah,



Lk  Controle of poaching
irom the condition of the

It wae obvious thet &k since the last patrol, made by Salim on the
order of the WWP-officer Ir Jan Wind, (in may 1980} no one had entered the
rhino area. Only on XM 9 and 10 september fresh tracks of = agmuall group
of people wers found 218nz the trail to Pinus, going in the direction
of Luklulk. The tracks were made only a few days before and it wus cleaxr
that they had tried to conceal their tracksy On the 10th the track was
followed untilli it was clear that they were on the way out.
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The next day, whea the team returned tc Kutacane, their iracks were
found again on the main entrance trail to the Mamas. i‘ly had obviously cut
through from Lukluk to the trail and halfway their comp was found.

Tater it was learned from informetion gathered by ome of the assistante
that the group consisted of Jour persons and that they had anfytered the
reserve on & aeptemtbor wnd »eturned on 10 september. The identity of the
members of ike group became known and it proved that they were guided
by ﬂ_m-n vhe had learmed the route to the mumas whea participsting in
aAeam neaded by paweng Fusing vho is -nplonMrd the Benghkong,
Kompes and Pinuz area. They claimed to be looking for birde'nests and
honey, HENTEHXMEEREMISUICIXIREXY B XX SN0 FRIE MK LA T EULE
EASEECENARENEI (NE Y TN TN AHEUMNEX , but it seeums much more likely
that they wers prospecting for a good area Bo hunt rhino. The brevity
of their trip indicates that they were only surveying and that traps were
probebly not yet build, |

Because the suppliez had run out it wes not possble to spend more
daye in the rhino srea and th make a thorough survey vhetSr traps had
been build or not, XLEXX Tho most experienced field assistants, Rahman
and Salim, will return to the area soon to sake a thorough check of the
Pinus and Lukluk area, for which funds have been lefi from this budget.



5)0ther activities

After FNEWWMXTFSMYYNEXNENME the collections and the equipmont
prepared and packed for shipment back to Bogor, a short visit was
paid to the Ketambe research station. On 15 ahd 16 september the tea
traveled back to Medan by way of Pematang Siantar, to meet Mr, X.3.
Depari, WWF treasurer for Gunung Leuser,

Before returning to Bogor, Mr, and Mrs van Strien paid a short
visit to Kuala Lumpne, en 20 and 21 september, where Mr
Head of the Rhinéceros nrojeet of the Hala*nian Game Depariment and
m* Rodney W, Flymn, cersuliant for ihe Rhinoceros projecty were met,

€) Recommendations

The present survey has provided clear evidence that the rhinos in
Leuser are not aare at the moment and that rhine voaching is still
EXMEDMEXHEX an exident managemnt problem in Leuser. In the Mansgennt
Plan for Gunung Leuser, that has officially been -ccepted by PPA, the
formation of a speeial anti-poaching unit hns been given a high priority,
but seo far EMITEVFSESINENIOKIENHANOSEXNNENXTHNEYEMENENAY this has
not been imnlemented. A few partols have been organised te the rhino
area NEXTHEXWWEYNMESENE BXTTEERYARXTUNAEAXEY WFEYXNHEY. ~¢ the instigation
of the WWF project officer and funded by VWF, but PPA has not yet
made aveilsble funde and appointed personnel for this task.

It is recormended that the formation of a special antiwpoaching unit,
HNYENEEXIN to potrel and controle the rhino area, is given = high pricrity
ENEXEVXEXENEXEUB XMEREXEXTUAUTE XNV EFFEFTEUERT and ic implemented o=
soon as poszible, REEXENEXIUNGINFV BTV ENEVEXTEXERTNEEXEEXDHENIWIPLEIABE
EE¥HENEEE, WWF should assist in the financing of the unit if needed, end
PPA should provide the officinl snd legal basis for the unit X¥E by toking
or the leaders of the present WWF sponsored pstrel team (Rabmend and Salim)
as offieci=1 PPA employees, prafer;bly goverment employeese.





