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A N EXHAUSTI MEMOIR on the Tado race of
the \\'hi(u rhinoceros, based on the large series of
specimens collected by the Roosevelt expedition, is contributed
by Mr Edmund Heller to the Smithsonian Miscellancous Collections
(vol. Ixi, No. 1), published at Washington. In addition to a
fully illustrated account of the Lado race, for which the name
Rhinoceros simus  cottoni was proposed in the Field of
Feb. 22, 1908, the author records several observations of
great interest. In the first place, he states that the colour of
n of the white rhinoceros is distinctly lighter than that of
cousin, the blackness of the specimen in the Natural
Museum being due to pigment applied by the taxidermist.
The true color is stated to Im smoky grey, in marked contrast
to the dark clove brown of the other species; this difference
being, it is r\unsnh\!vd anite _sufficient to justify the names
“ywhite” and “black ” applizd respectively to the two species
by the Dutch seftlers in South Africa

Considerable exaggeration in regard to_the stature of the white
rhinoceros, it is stated, has been introduced into literature in
of measurements taken by hunters in Soath
of Mr Heller’s observation is to show
that the species is but little, if at all, higher at the w ithers Hnn
the great nm\—lmml\.l Tndian vhinocer: From 6ft.
ﬁﬂ. Bn. was the height of the males given by Sir Cornwa I s
e Mr G. T. Coryndon moxmlm] uﬂ 9in.
hmrr]lb of tlw biggest one shot by himself ; ince the latter
specimen, as mounted ‘n tha Tring Muse.m, Rhmlc only 6ft. 14in.,
and as mounting ought to exaggerate than dimn
O!m real height, while skelotons indicate considerably inferior
dimensions, it seems doubtful whethes the white rhinoceros has
ever exceeded a height of 6ft. at the shoulder.

The range of the Lado race of this animal mc]mlm a con-
derable portion of the Lado enclave and the Bahr-cl Fhazal,
xtending into the Dar [‘crln district at the head of the drainage
basin of the latter sev hundred miles west of the
Nile (n noteworthy is the circumstance that in this part of

T 0 black rhinoceroses are found in the area inhabited
by, the e spe he_ancient accounts of rhinoceroses
refer, in the opinion of Mr Heller, to the black species. which
is cceasionally one-horned, and not, as supposed by Dr Trouessart,
which in the Lado district, appears
to be always two-horned. If this be so, the identification of the
latter with th.\ unicorn is incorrect.

The most distinctive feature of the white rhinoceros, in Mr
Heller’s opinion, is the great elongation of the skull, and the

ging ion, covered with the
light concavity of the pl ofile of Hm upper surface
ery much less than in_the black species. The oblitera-
tion of ﬂm pmﬁlr- curve of the skull is (1u|((] out to the greatest
degree in the Lado race; and this appe: to be the most
distinctive fm{'mr- of that race, as the ative great breadth
of the nasal of the skull, on which R. simus cottoni was
onr;nm.l]yA based, turns ont to be mainly a peculiarity of the
type specimen.

The marked difference in the length and contour of the skulls
of the white and the black rhinoceros is a bar, in the op mion
of Mr Heller, to the inclusion of the two species in the same
genus, and he therefore nses the name Ceratotherium simum for
the former, and Diceros bicornis for the latter. The adyisability
of thus mnu.plvmg generic names is a_matter on which there
may legitimately bs differsaces of opinion; but it surely seems
on a little too far to refer the five living
species of rhinoceros to four separate genera, three of which
will be monotypi

t has qnnnmIb been considered that rhinoceroses are slow

THE WHITE RHINOCEROS.

iR TRAPPED IN FRIESLAND.
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breeders, but the obsers .i.nh nml]l- during the Roosevelt ex
ion indicate that thi ot th e with the white specics.
R TR A met with were either in calf,
o had a calf by their side, whilo in one case a female not fully
aduif was accompanied by a calf, and in a second a femalo with
a calf apparently less than three yews old was found to contain
a nearly fully developed foetus. “In this last case, at any rate,
but little time would have intervened between the weaning of
cne calf and the birth of a second. There is no de lun[r\ breeding
season, the young being born at all times of tho yed

Mr Heller gives no information with regard to e
number of white rhinoceroses in the Lado district at the present

S, —In his recently ])\ll)lh]l(’d baok on Cecil Rhodes, Mr
bmxlrm L(» Sueur makes incidental refere s of
Mr R. 1. Cloryndon { R xnr Comu




Copyright © 2015 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.




