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THE LATE MR GEORGE WOMBWELL.
Ox Friday, Feb., 26, M
ty, | founder of "the famous lr.wnllmg menagerie. u’lswd awa
as | sleep at the house of ghter, M Valentine, Winchester-
wre, | road, Lower Edmonton, in the nin st year of his age. The
ven | cause of death wus returned at the inquest as senilo de
me | heart failure, 'l his son of Zachary Wombwell, when about ten
wvears old, was adopted by his uncle, and lived with the old gentle-
ant | man till his dLn(]L in 1850, when he had three menageries on the
ens | road. Of these one was bequeathed to his w low, and after hey
aat | retirement it passed into the hands of the i

ars | soldin Edinburgh in 1872 ; the second went to ]Ilhllltl [lcn\uud\
it | Mrs Edmonds, and is now represented by Mr I5. H. Bostock's
collection ; and the third to his nephew, whose experiences as
showman onl) 5 OW! ount were spread over about five years,
ph which appeared, under the heading

in the Témes of April 30, 1855, will show ™
ces On ] udu\' Ap! "1 the whole of the collection, vans, wild hcasbi, CAZOS)
be | and o of the once celebrated Wombwell's menagerie, and
I\\l\]\ l\l\u\\nm Gvurgo Wombwell's Show, \\usm'(d by auction, and fetched

ald | W omb\\Llla\[(‘n.u.uw,

::

QU salo took place at the Nova Scotia Gardens, Hackney,
in Tiedy Theenc Mo in silber meatly: aow atll in mend

order, fet ped from 1 to £10 each, not the original price of the springs.

ped | Th ts were o jaguar, a leopard and leopardess,a nylgau, a hyena, a
s, | Jackal, six monkeys, an alpine wolf,  racoon, baboon, civet cat, som birds,

ard | & Russian bear, two beautiful ‘Esquimaux dogs, and, with the tilis,

ts, | puintings barncss, and usual paraphernalia, did riot realiso £200." ‘The
1. | beasts, which were in very fine condition, searcely found bidders, Bruin
all | fetched £3. 158, the monkeys, which were choice sorts, from 5s. 10 10s., and
y two Esquimaux dogs 6s. and s, eacl

the On May 1 a letter to the editor, from “A Son-in-law o[ .\In’
s I | Wombwell” was printed, admitting the facts of the
wn | pointing out that the paragraph was likely to convey the_ r.uw
ire, | impression that * the famed Wombwell's menagerie ie extinct
of | 1t stated that the establishment was maintained in its integri
ter | and that the widow of the founder was then travelling
with it in Devonshire, and con-
cluded with the rex

George Wombwell, nephew of the
in his

and

ves, and was

that the

sale alluded to *referred to a

small menagerie latterly the
|)|(l|l|'l|\' of a ncplw\\' of the
late Mr Wombwell.””

His  unfortunate  cireum-
stances  were
hm\

of menagerie

fror 4
('\I(ll:nl from the list given in
the Times that the collection
lad dwindled down to some-
thing very small. Fr

blow he never recov
!

t is known of him is that h
ned his living asa bands
till he wen t to live with
a married daughter at Lower
J‘,dmunton Last October he
compelled to enter the
momnu Infirmary, and when

nteed the poor old man
1 week for Iife, and as his
ha

Rev: T. Horne, the chaplain
of the Showmen's Guild, there
is reason to hope that. his last
ssed in compar:

t
A good deal was written last

in George W ombywell's mena-
gerie. Amongst these was sup-
“posed to have been the gorilla
exhibited black chim-
Z sarcase of which
I terton's posses-
sion and the portrait of which,
drawn by Wolf from an early
photograph, now hangs in the
meeting-room of the Zoologicul
\oucty 1t is quite true thut
Mr George Wombwell had
anthropoid_ape, which Wate
ton in his Fssays (third series,
D, 83) described, and the carcase
of which he obtained. But.the
i nbject of the pic ture
d  doubt
w in Sc
in the autumn of 1
\\'hich he wrote (ib. p.
Her eyes are ettt P
there is no white in them ; and
her ears are as small in propor-
tion as those of a NEgIess.
Waterton, *through the
courtesy of Mrs Wombyell and
lhv kindness of Miss Blight,’
s enabled to pay four long
visits to this
amusing young _creature,”
whichsoon afterw
he received the ¢
1 Il 11 at the close of Teb-
v, 1856. When Waterton saw
the 3oun gorilla Mr George
Wombywell's collection had been
dispersed for some months. Miss
Blight became Mrs Fairgrieve,
and Mr Alexander Fairgrieve
lent A. . Bartlett a daguer
|\p(, pulu.nt of the animal,
exhibited by Dr
He Lu .n lht, scientific mmun--
of the Zoological Society
May 19, 1906. lhc
ST R T e stulfed = by Wate 1
on seeing it at W nltun in ]\l»l
Bartlett ognised it as
; young gori

American Bison Calf. —

The small herd of American

rdens, for which the society is indebted to
of Bedford, has just been increased by llm
t born there since 1891. The entries

n, in | b
mter | it
wson. | 1

son in the Zoological
president, the Du!
rth of a calf. the fi

attributed  to

ase, and it is

recumstances were made
I\no\\n Mr  E. H. Bostock

tracted the notice of

autumn about the animals, more
or less famous, which had lived

an

rmless aml

rds died, and
ase at Wal-



