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REMARKABLE ACCIDENTS TO DEER,

[IE ADVANTAGE of keeping a “common-place book " is

sometimes impressed upon us when a correspondent writes

1o report what he regards as a unique incident of sport or an

unrecorded fact in natural history. From this source of informa-

tion we are often surprised to find how history repeats itself, and

how truly it has been said, in the words of the Old Testament that
“there is no new thing under the sun.”

Deer, like other animals, are at times Jiable to a cidents,
put from the mature of the life they lead and owing to
their remarkable intelligence, they less frequently fall victims
to a catastrophe than do human beings. Moreover, such
accidents as overtake them oceur at such long intervals
that one has time to forget the details of one before
another is reported. Perhaps the commonest form of aceiden
which sometimes ends fatally is the interlocking of antlers when
two deer—red stags or fallow bucks as the case may be—fight
together in the rutti g nmu Only Iast antumn,

he two fallow bucks we
New Forest with n)lurlm: ed antlers, and both de'\d In such a
case the cause of death might arise from broken necks, or utter
pmatmmn after a pmlongerl atrug,r:le or starvation if undis-
covered until too late. ars ago, when partridge shooting
in high fern, we stumbled unéxpectedly upon two bucks lying in
this precarious position, but h\' promptly sending for the deer
keeper and a carpenter's saw and EORhE O OnebE iis Hnos s
critical point of entanglement, we were able to release the animals
and save their lives.

Another source of danger to deer is the risk of getting their
antlers entangled in a wire fence and being held there as inatrap
until they succumb. In some cases an accident of this kind has
P fatal, but in other instances the immens qucu;,lh and
weight nf.’\shg has enabled it to break aw: ‘We have before
us at the moment of writing a photograph of ‘a stag's head with
several feet of wire coiled round and about the brow and bay
tines on both sides, as well as round the beam between the bay
and tray of the right horn. This stag, after making its escape,
was shot, thus decorated, by Mr Ralph Sneyd in the forest of
Glenquoich.

Some years ago a good deal ofcommem was evoked by a strange
accident that occurred to a red deer in Windsor Park. The
animal was found lying on his back with one of the forelegs
tightly fixed in the forked branch of a white thorn about 4it.
from the ground, the shank bone being fractured and splintered
.111gnnalh. He had doubtless stood upon his hind legs to reach
some i ove him, and when stretching himself upwards and
for, \\nrds the hoofs of the hind legs must have slipped from under
him; or else when letting himself down his right foot must have
\1!])[)6(‘1 suddenly between the forked branch of the tree, in which
it was gripped so tightly by his weight below that escape was
impossible. In his struggles to get free the leg was again broken
l»\\'cl down, and in zmq nu<mme condition the poor beast
discovered. A precisely similar accident happened to
a fallow buck in (,nrnhurv Park, Oxfordshire, and from
the same cause, the animal lr ying tn reach some ivy on a
thorn tree. The t accident in
Windsor Park elicited a letter Imm \l\- Y enwmk Bisset, who was
then Master of the Devon and Somerset Staghounds, to the effect
that a red deer hind had been found in Leighcombe, in the Horner
country near Porlock, hanging by her head in the fork of two
branches of a pollard oak, having slipped upon s]npmg ground in
the endeavour to reach some browsing above
e which happened at Meggernie (mne '\ml near Loch

)

birch tree, and when discovered was quite dead. At a steep and
rocky part of the Mashill Water, near Loch Laggan, in Badenoch,
some years ago, a
xmnchcs above him slipped forward and fell into a crevice of the
k, where his weight caused him to become so tightly jammed
that he was unable to extricate himself, and so perished.

These are a few incidents which have come to mind after
perusing a letter recently received from Capt. Hart Davis (the
author of Stalking Skelcles), in which he describes an accident to
a red deer quite as singular and much more uncommon than any
of the preceding. He writes as follows:

(here’ rey ) was_taken on the
ident. He

oking
poor |
Ar R, Renton,
red had been dead

\r'v\l]slnre on Jan. 10 last, and when Resy

’l‘hls is perhaps a singular an accident as could well be

In another |

rie, a young stag got hung up by his horns in the forkofa |

stag appurenuv while trying to reach some |

PORTRAIT OF A GORILLA,

portrait here reproduced from a photograph is taken from a
men preserved and mounted by Mr Rowland Ward, in a very
life-like attitude, for Mr Rothschild’s museum at ’I‘rmg Asto
the circumstances under which the animal was obtained nothing
definite is known beyond the fact that it was killed inland of
Sette Cama, in the French Congo, and presumably by natives,

GoriLLa FROM THE FreExcn CoNGo.

since it very rarely
opportuni

appens that any European traveller has an
v of shooting one.

Found in western Equatorial Africa. chiefly, or perhaps
entirely, in the district inclosed by the Cameroon and Congo
rivers, it is the largest of all the apes, its bulk consh]erahl\

exceeding that of man, although from the shortncss of the legs it

ZOOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS FROM INDIA.

In the old days of the royal menagerie at Windsor, gifts from
India wete made to the Sovereign. When that collection was
presented to the Zoological Soclety by William 1V. it contained
axis and sambut deer, “nilgha, and Cashmere goats, and at the
same t'me there were in the Tower menagerie a Bengal lion and
lioness which Gen. Watson had presented to His Majesty. In
1833 Brian Hodgson, lhen Resident of Nepal, and a corresponding
member of the Zoological Society made *an extensive collection
of the splendid and interesting phmsams of that country, as well
as of other birds.” High expectations were entertained as to their
acclimatisation. Nearly a_hundred were despatched from Khat-
mandu, but many perished in thesultry plains of India, and nearly
the whole of the remainder died in Caleutta. Of the few that
were shipped for England not one survived. In the same
year he sent home upwards of three hundred skins of birds
collected in Nepal, together with the skulls and skins of
. More than twenty years later, when Prince
bért was president, a large collection of Himalayan pheasants
was formed by Lord Canning, the Governor- Ceneml of India,
with the co- unemunn of Lord William Ha t. Hay, Mnjor
Ramsay. Mr Brian Hodgson, Mr Keene, and C'lpl James, the
Acting Resident at Darjeeling. Mr John Thomson, the head
hcepm was sent out to take charge of them. There were a good
many unayoidable losses on the passage home, but five species—
the cheer pheasant, purple, white-crested, and black-backed
L'lleege and the hill partridge—arrived in sufficient numbers
“to afford o reasonable prospect of permanently acclimatising
them in this country.” In July, 1864, Mr Thomson returned from
India, whither he had gone in the previous November to take
charge of a collection brought together at Calcutta for the
society by their corresponding members, the Babu Rajendra
Mullick, {lr A. Grote, Dr John Squire, and Mr William Dann.
There were very losses; the collection was valued at a
little over £1500, which well within the mark, and the
expenses amounted to £808. The most important animals
were two young Indian rhinoceroses ; one was sent to the
Jardin des Plantes in exchange for Jumbo, the other died in

| the Gardens in December, 1904, having been more than forty vears

in captivi The late Mr Clarence Bartlett went out in 1867 to
receive and bring back a collection formed by corresponding
members and friends. Unfortunately there were some severe
losses on the homeward passage, but he safely landed two black
wolves, a female gayal, an entellus monkey, @ Panolia deer, two
slow loris, an Indian badger, and a number of birds—in all lhirly
animals, valued at about £760, just £90 less than the cost of the
expedition,

The most famous Indmn collection to reach the Gardens was
that deposited in 187 by his present Majesty, then Prince

of Wales. Among the si ve mammals were four elephants
—of which one, Suffa (‘ulll is still in the Gardens—five tigers,
seven leopards, a cheetah, two bears, eight black buck, and seven
deer ; there were elght six birds, of which more than half were
pheasants. Thes: ved in May in charge of Mr Clarence
Bartlett, who nc(ed as zoological collector <lu|‘|n" the Prince's
Indian tour. The collection was exhibited for some months in a
reception tent erected on the waste ground near the present
reptile house, and was visited by Queen Victoria, the present
King and Queen, and other members of the my1l family
Needless to say that the exhibition of these animals was a great
attraction to the general public. The admissions in 1875 were
699,918 ; in the follmvmg )enr they rose to 'il.)/hl, and the
income mounted froi 738 to £34955. In the following
year the Prince’s lmmmg nﬂplnes, among which were sixteen
tiger skins, were put out for exhibition in ‘the lecture room. A
review of the Indian collections that have come to this country
would be incomplete without mention of the valuable donations
of birds made to the Zoological Society by AMr \\ ]]_
Between Aug. 14, 1900, and Jan, 1, 1901, he sent thi
representing. twenty species, none of which had beon axhibited
till then in Regent's Park. The valuable ser rendered by
the King to the society were gratefully acknowledged by the
award of the gold medal, and it may be assumed that in due
course the Prince of Wales will be asked to acc ept the same
distinction. To Lord Canning and others who presented or
assisted in forming Indian collections the silver medal was
awarded, and the services of Mr John Thomson were acknow-
a money grant and the thanks nf the council. The
ar has begun well ; the admi mumr\ exceeded
those in” 1905 by more llnn 3000. W at tion for
the summer months as the Prince’s Indian collection lhe society
{g reasonably hope to equal, perhaps to surpass, the record of

76.

On Friday evening Mr Arthur Thomson, the assistant super-
intendent, started overland for Calcutta, to which city the animals
forming the Prince of Wales's collection will be sent down from
Nepal. He hopes to return by the end of May. Shelle;
keeper appointed to assist him, will go outin the Workr
vessel in which the animals will be brought back.




