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INDIAN WILD DOGS.
THREE SPECIMENS OF WILD DOGS from India
the Prince of Wales's collection at the Zoological
interest in more than one particular.
single specimen, prior to- the present
8 gether about seven have
cived since 1898, but altoget] 6 3
ones, OO0 i the Gardens, the earlicst received being as
been (l\[ s 1884, To the ordinary observer these Indian dogs
far bac :-(lm‘m" resemblance to what might result from a
peat & o \veen the dog and the fox, we such a cross possibl
by b e time one of the specimens has that peeuliar
W on of countenance seen in the hy@na. At the same time
expression 0F 001 rent in every outward respect from the Cape
they "'f‘Lm eoimen of which was in the Gardens up toabout
1B 6 S weo. These Indian dogs, or southern dholes
?gﬁﬁ,.s rluMulmmm Titte bigsor than a fos, have the appearance
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f great & e shoulders being wcl]l sloped, and the hind-
of gl erful, \\cll un'nuI,.ml of great length in |m|A
(\mrl? e 1)()\\’~ these dogs has &

portion to thu hody genera
roundness or ”"Z.["E’fw 2
,m|‘mllt=x) l‘x‘t‘[lll"a \L| q'uxl‘n [«'-mnc in these mcumcn
e be keeum the peculiar roundness of the tips
ent, in Keuleman's illustrations in
Nor are the specimens which

he stomach, so often seen m.m

n ot nea! 1
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& 50 bright or red in
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Ml ,,: as Keuleman's picture, a n from a_specimen
GOt from Sumatra. However, these wild dogs inhabit a wide |
brougl colour and te tvary ac uudmgL

a, and the
Miilie dhole hunts in pac
3 dozen to a score or more, their prey

ry in number from less than
being usually deer wild
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JOHN DUNN'S WHITE RHINOCEROS.

away in a small town in the north-west corner of
a museum containing some important specimens which

x is

appear to be little known, and some that have len entirely
ont of knowledge. This museum was founded about three-
quarters of g wb\ the members of the Saffron Walden
1\ ural Hi among whom _the Gibson family

c
pied a prmmnpnt pm tion. The collec

}\cpc 1u a house adjoining the cattle market, which belonged
to the late Mr Jabez Gibson, a liberal donor. Ie
commissioned John Dunn (who afterwards became famous in
connection with the Zulu settlement effected Sir Garnet
Wolseley) to procure a collection of South African mammals,
which reached Iurvhml in 1831, and the upper part of the
building on the Bury, or Castle IHll now entirely devoted to
museum purposes, 2 . In the preface to
the catalogue, publi n 1815, it is stated that just before the
opening they had xecm\e«l ‘*some valuable accessions, including
the African elephant, the coudu, the double-hc hinoceros,
and many other of the South Africs Reference to
]v.\"n 6 of the catalogue sho the * double- humed rhinoceros ™
to be Rhinoceros simus Burch, and heneath the entry is th
following note :

ion was at first

e

s rhinoceros w

first described by Dr Burchell. The
he first that was ever brought into this
s, into Europe; another has been recently introdueed L
and isin the British Museuns.

specimen here

Dr Smith,

The British Museum specimen here referred to is mentioned in
the English Oyelopwdia, and is, no_doubt, now in the Natural
History Museum in Cromwell-road. But besides the mounted
specimen the Saffron Walden Museum alw possesses a skeleton,
which, according to the catalogue, wa o only one of this rare
animal as yet in 1unzl.mﬂ 2
. ‘When Mr Coryndon’ 5 S
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mens were mounted by Mr Rowland
anote appeared in Nature (April 19,
ating that, beyond me; two, there were authenticrecords
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rate. Moreover, in the lastfew years the mounted rhinoceros has
formed the principal object in a pictute postcard showing the
interior of the museum.

CENTRAL ASIAN IBEX.
shonld be interested in an illustrated mem
von Liburnau on the ibex of Central Asia (Der Stei

eke Innerasiens), m-emlv puhh:hed in the Denkschriften n[
the Royal Vienna A f Sciences. There has hitherto been
some degree of uncer tainty .mmu" naturalists as to which was the
ypical [nrm of the tic ibex. ~the Capra sibirica typica of von
\lo\el. This animal, Dr von Liburnau shows, was obtained by
ye -ange, which forms the boundary between
L swrn Siberia and Mongolia, i about longitude 100”
ot site of Pallas’s specimens being between “the river Ud;
Biryussa. The author gives an excellent mluurcd plate (b;
three-colour process) of another ibex of t o
Munka-Sardyk, in another part of the :.nnc range, which wi
serve in the future as a standard example of the ty vical form of
the widely spread and therefore variable speci

Of the various other races recogni \ml hv the auth.\r llw first is
C. sibirica altaicn, of the
hood of Katunga, the erﬂ,‘.'mm which is
nearly allied to the last, but haped horns.
from Tarbagatai and a skeleton from the Sair Mountains i
British Museum are referred to this form. The ibex from the
Karakul and Kulja di s named Capra sibirica almasyi, and
is represented in lhs British Museum by a ten-year-old buck from

erently s|

“Peke, presented by Mr Van der Byl, and a mounted head from Teke,
and a skull from Kulja given by MrSt. George Littledale. Theibex
of the Trans-Alai,lying < between Bok nd Eastern Tur

a n,
is Capra sibirica translaiana, The mw Tmm lhe I\.amlu range
of the Irtish-Altai were named C. s. lydekke; v Rothschild
in 1900, and is represented by a skull in the Ih'
the Kobdo, or Ektag race, the name of h:mcnlu
given. The ibex of the ik-kul district of o
Tearly allied to the typical race, and is according
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nvlgh Kk b(‘.ll“ are known to have been
buffaloes and tige
a esuuuuul*ei o ﬂn attack of a pack of wild dogs.
e areraiGy better known and are not destructive to
A e animals is because they avoid the haunts of man
inhabit the forests and the higher grounds away from

Jigs, sheep,
Killed by hes

ing creatu

:";I“E“;ﬂ]::m‘ These animals are for the most p:m‘ diurnal, and
open g lllmf' run mute ; indeed, whether they bark or notis an
pmmﬂlls?h’;un though howling at night is well kuown to thos
i who have nuemmed but unsuccessfully, to tame and rear
‘\m'\l\'ur, pets ‘Unc that was Kkept in confinement was very
Kinds o 10 its habits, in addition (o eating flesh of various
Kindg (‘\]nnrmg greedily *herbs, g aves of various
andit § cMaster). ‘These wild du"s show considerable sagac
1ts said

of them that during the time they are rearing thei
tced duringz the winter months, they drive their prey
i hourhood. of their haunts in order that when killed
Beuligiy ¢ little trouble in conveying it to the bitch. Another

y possess is that several of the females will bring

[orth thejy
young in the sa ace, ally g
T roeky BolL 14 e same place, which is usually in some cave

€N the writey 1 3 3
”'\“’Hhree‘u)h 1st saw these three dogs in the Gardens

oy
o age, they were playful amongst themselves, biit
el spoken to ran into the covered portion of their
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f the Ugsmda Chimpanzee.—Visitors to the
s Will miss the fine male chimpanzee (Adam)
\mln'u,wmlhzum schweinfurthi), which was one of
i ‘ﬂt\lnln 'l lhc anthropoid house. 'The animal, which died
(' TOnluu) llsl . with its mate 1‘\0 presented by Mr Stanley
Hebby =h€§ mhl \nv 12, 1904, p. 863), in whose compound at
a,s On !hel lived on’the chain it the open for over three
5 0ld, Byt ur nn al they were considered to be about seven

\ I Jat was
Ielyq 5
o

© Ghidy an under estimate, and in the last edition
eand I’T P. Chalmers Mitchell put the male at about
1¢ female at a year younger. This is probably the

Ustance in
o the history ¥ ¢
malo (‘h""P'“W(’U . story of the Gardens where a male and

ga s the same species have heen exhibited
'Uues cnto 4 this reason, and still more for the disa appointment
deplore, red, Ttained that they might breed, the loss is to be

THR

of (ml» two others—one in Cape Town \llheum shot by Mr F. C.
§ e shot by the late Mr J. ameson, while hunting
mlh Mr Selous. This brought a. mpl\' from Irr Jentink, stating
that there were two in the !e\den Museum, and they had been
there for forty y
Strange to s’1 thcm was no mention of the skeleton and
mounted skin at Safiron Walden, though the fact must have been
known to at least one per: 50D, for when the news of 10hn Dunn's
death arrived, an article *A Zuluised Englishman,” appeared in
the Palt Mall L.m.afta (Aug. 6, 1895), from \vlmlx the following is a
quotation :
John Dunn, whoss déatl is announced nm umlmn;.'
person in his w e facts of re
helieve, howeve
her the good people of
all, would not purchase
the unf; adesman went b
th his

5 i Tinter ot

Saffron Walden in forming 3 collection of
the whiter

he zebra, however, was not one of John Ivlmn
it is entered in the catalogue as having been preser
Wombwell, who also sent o the museum the carc.
other animals. A tradition exists in the town that the great show
man was helped financially by Mr Jabez (-vnlwon and that his
first travelling waggon was built in Saffron Walden.

The mounted skin and skeleton of the African elephant in the
museum are undoubtedly part of the collection sent home by
John Dunn. A nole to the entry of the former states that the
Species “has hitherto been scarcely domesticated, and is now
become rare in the neighbourhood of the Cape Colonies. This
specimen is believed to be thie only one at presentin this countr,
The skeleton was described as * the only mounted specimen at
present in the kingdom.”
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n nhlmnn .qu at Saftron Walden, in
a alden would not buy linen at
(um Iulmlnnu ather. At any rate
krupt, and emigrated 0 South “Afs
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ns for lhl
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specimens, l'..r
nted by Mr G.

It is difficult to account for this. spechucnn[ the white rhinoceros | I

having been generally lost sight of. In the carly days of the
muaelﬁn bnthgmounte(l skin and skeleton must have been known
to a good many people. Lord Braybrooke was in many ways a
great benefactor to the institution and one of the trustees. There

was a good deal of correspondence W

(from which specimens, notably a giraffe, were received), Gould,

Doubleday, and Yarrell, and copies of the catalogne are not very |

ith the Zoological Soclely |

, the Central Tian Shan, has lyc(-u

Finally we have the well-kiown
sacin of the Himalayas, cardi of Ballistein, and the] sonio:
what doubtful C. 5. zlam.armu of Western Kashmir, all of which
are represented by specimens in the national collection.

ADVANCES IN OYSTER CULTURE.
Sir,—Another spatting season has passed away,and it would
probably interest other readers beside myself to know whether
if so what, advance may have been achieved in our
o e bivalves, whether we are
nearer the solution of the question of a certainty regarding
successful propagation, either by strictly artificial or assisted
natural process. In f.l!,[ the_question is whether the oyster has
been brought any further-into the zone of human control. = With
respect to the \xlmmml we know that satisfactory results have
been achieved, we know where we are in their case, have firm
gmund bem.u.]n us; are we any nearer a like rLSIIlL.IhlL“'Xlld\
tel ‘ears ago my old friend F mnk Buckland, Henry Lee,
. Lloyd, and 6thers, all now dec 1, took great interest in
s matter, and much was written and said nn the subject. Are
we any nearer a practical solution of the oyster problem? Have
any new facts been ascertained as to the poss\bllm of bringing
human aid and influence to bear on the question of renderi ing llm
oyster liable to human influence in its reproduction ?

There are swarms of eager microscopists waiting for fresh
ground of investigation, plenty of idle pecple by the “seashore in
various parts of our island, willing workers' by the score -or
hundred. The (-\pense of the needful outfit for research need not
be ruinous. Xt spatting season we want an army of
willing. \\ nrl\eri \vuh good m:trumonts and ample outfit, to exert
thew s to the utmost in seeking a solution of this pressing

There are many difficulties attending the reall
solution of the problem, but with the pluwl]l army-of
eager microscopists and eminent men of science in co-opel
sluel\ some tangible and adequate result must eventually rew
their organised and combined efforts. Some few words of en-
couragement as to our present }mu\\lcdgc and prospects of
increase tlmrcvl might be very welcome to many of your leaders
as well a HAS,

B mncr, I)o\'ﬂ' street, Ryde, L.
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