June 29, 1895.—No. 2218. THE FIELT

THE WHITE RHINOCEROS IN ZULULAND. «
Sir,—1 notwe in Mr George Lacy’s letter in the Ficld of June 22 | ¢
he exp: t at the made by Mr | -
C.R. Vn.rudoll Lhnt he shot a white rhinoceros in Zululand last year. | !
T have lately rebarned from South Af rica, and visited an old friend | |
of mine out there—Mr W. F.
Firmstone, living at ’Ngoka, near | ]
Charlestown, - His brother, Mr |
G. Firmstone, shot a fine whito | ]
rhinoceros bull on the Black | !
Unwalosi, Zululand, last year, |
3

:

[

1

1

some few miles above the junction
of the Black and White Unwalosi
rivers. Isaw the skin (which Mr
Firmstone has in his possession),
and I photographed the horn,
which measured 34in. round the
bend. Tinclosa photograph of the
horn for publication. The two
front, feet of the animal figure at. 7
the base of the horn. -
I have seen a specimen of the | 1
head of the white rhinoceros (R.
:mms), and_an entire specimen of | 3
the black rhinoceros (R. bicornis),
in the museum in Capetown, shot
by Mr Selous ; and it isimpossible
to mistakeawhiterhinoceros when
you see him—though nothingat all
to do with being white, but con-
siderably less dark than the black
rhino. Heis a largeranimal than
the black, and has a good deal larger head. I can testify emplmt-i-
cally to the rhinoceros killed by Mr Firmstone last year in Zul:
hemg a specimen of the white rhmoceros (R.simus).  C.D. GmsE.

S1r,—I can assure Mr George Lacy, in answer to his letter in the
last Ilcld that there were plenty of white rhinoceros in Zululand in
1870. T and three friends (all of whom I survive, and whose loss T
still mourn, and whose memories I still cherish) went into_the
country under the guidance and management of John Dunn (whom
we found a most excellent manager and good comrade) for four
months, May to September; and we had gnod sport On looking at
my dm.‘y I find we killed twenty-seven rhinoceros, most of which were
the so-called white (but I have not got the number of each), some
with very long horns. Five were killed by one of us on the same day.
I myself got a right and left galloping to head a couple and jumping
off my horse to shoot. - One of our party was laid up fora month in
the best shooting ground, having been mauled and nearly killed by a
lion near Machlotoana. Plain, John Dann kindly left the rhinos for
us, as we were keen,

T cortainly supposed they hind been cleared out of the conntry years
ago, but thoy were there in 1870. 1 have not heard of his death, so
hope that John Dunn is still alive. R. J. EDMUNDS.

EBdderton, Welshpool, June 24,
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THE WHITE RHINOCEROS IN ZULULAND.

81r,—I notice in Mr George Lacy’s letter in the Field of June 22
o exp ishment at the t made by Mr
O. R. Varndell that he shot a white rhinoceros in Zululand last year.
T have lately returned from South Africa, and visited an old friend
of mine out there—Mr W. F.
Firmstone, living at *Ngoka, near
Charlestown, - His brother, Mr
G. Firmstone, shot a fine white
rhinoceros bull on the Black
Unwalosi, Zululand, last year,
some few miles above the junction
of the Black and White Unwalosi
rivers, I saw the skin (which Mr
Firmstone has in his possession),
and I photographed the horn,
which measured 34in. round the
bend. I inclosa photograph of the
horn” for publication. The two
front feet of the animal figure at

the base of the horn.

T have geen a spefi'men of &1{0

head of the white

crossbill, siskin, red-legged partridge, jack snipe. But I find that T
did not melude the following, all of which may be called common :
Hooded crow (almost every winter), skylark, wren, and red-backed
shrike. Taking the year all round, anybody might reasonably expect
to see some old odd species even now.

sthesabjeckhast rtedin your paper, T should
be very grateful if any of yourreaders would kindly give the names of
any species which I have omitted, and which théy have seen in the
parish of Wimbledon or in any other of the adjoining parishes; and I
would specially ask for i ion in regard to the following birds:
Siskin, brambling, mealy redpoll, snow bunting, quail, reed bunting,
reed warbler, grasshopper warbler, green sandpiper, jack snipe, great
snipe, woodlark, ring ouzel, blue-headed wagtail,” white wagtail,
common bunting, long-eared owl, short-eared owl, erossbill, red-legged
partridge, magpies (vecently), wild geese, and ducks (other than
mallard and begn&), terns, and any others. F. ENROSE.

‘Woodhays, Wimbledon.
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simus), and_an entire specimen of
the black rhinoceros (R. bicornis),
in the museum in Capetown, shot
by Mr Selous ; and it isimpossible
to mistake awhite rhinoceros when
yousee him—though nothingat all
to do with being white, but con-
siderably less dark than the black
rhino. Ho s a largeranimal than
the black, and has a good deal larger head. I can testify emphati-
cally to the rhinoceros killed by Mr Firmstone last year in Zululand
being a specimen of the white rhinoceros (R. simus).

S1r,—I can assure Mr George Lacy, in answer to his letter in the
last Field, that there were plenty of white rhinoceros in Zululand in
1870. T and three friends (all of whom I survive, and whosa loss T
still mourn, and whose memories I still cherish) went into the
country under the guidance and management of Jo
we found a most excellent manager and good
months, May to September; and we had_good sport. On looking at
my diary I find we killed twenty-seven rhinoceros, most of which were
the so-called white (but I have not got the number of each), some
with very long horns. Five were killed by one of us on the sameday.
T myself got a right and left galloping to head a couple and jumping
off my horse to shoot.  One of our party was laid i
the bést shooting ground, having been mauled and nearly killad by a
lion near Machlotoana Plain. John Dunn kindly left the rhinos for
us, as we were keen.

T certainly supposed they had been cleared out of the country years
ago, but they were there in 1870. I have not heard of his death, so
hope that John Dunn is still alive.

Hdderton, Welshpool, June 24.

Sir,—Having known Mr C. R. Varndell for many years, I have
been most interested in the letters which have recently appeared in
the Field on the subject of the white rhinoceros in Zululand.

I received a letter from Mr Varndell last week, in which he tells me
that he intends starting next month on another shoatm%:expedmon to
the fly country, and thathe has a commission from the Natal Museum
to obtain for them, if possible, the skin of a white rhinoceros.

He will probably have started before the Field containing Mr
Tacy’s letter reaches Zululand, and therefore be unable to reply to it
for some months. b

To settle the donbts which have arisen in Mr Lacy’s mind, may T
suggest that he calls on Messrs Rowland Ward and Co., who will
doubtless be pleased to show him or any of his South African sporting
friends the skin sent home by Mr Varndell?

Personally I know nothing about the big game of Zululand, and
should not trouble you, but that I wish to see fair play foran old
sporting chum. H. VAUGHAN-CLARK.

Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, June 24.

Str,—T have read with interest Mr Lacy’s letter on the extinetion
of the white rhinoceros in Zululand, and his scepticism in regard to
Mr Varndell's statement of having shot one last year in that country.

Though Mr Lacy did not see any of them in the years he mentions
up to 1875, they were existing in the part of Zululand that he speaks
of in 1876, in which year I went on a. shooﬁng trip with Mr A. G.
Moore, a well-known hunter and companion of John Dunn. I shot,
in Usipebu’s territory, an old bull white rhinoceros (whose skull 1
haye), and I saw two others. Anyone who knows the South African
animals will be aware that it is impossible €o confound the white
rhinoceros (R. simus) with the smaller black one (R. bicornis), the
shape of the head and manner of feeding being quite different.

As regards the exterminaton of the former, Mr Selous says in his
latest book of ‘‘ Travel and Adventure in South-East Africa,” that as
““it was entirely confined to those parts of Southern, South:Eastern,
and South-Western Africa where were to be found the open grassy
tracts necessary to its existence, it is upon the verge of extinction.”
Therefore, if there are still any existing specimens, they would be
‘most likely to be found in and about the dense bush near the coast,
and where, from my own experience, it is almost impossible to pene-
trate. The rhinus{\udmnde tunnel-like passages, on either side of
which and overhead was a chevaue-de-frise of the long sharp thorns
of the mimosa, i ;

I donot think Mr Baldwin can be pronounced an authority on
South African game at the present time. I know that he has never
revisited the conntry since he made his memorable hunting trip into
Zmluland so many years ago, when that country was a perfect sports-
man’s paradise, and the elephant roamed over the Berea at Durban,
now the site of the villas of the colonists.

In conclusion, I think that Mr Lacy should ;
Mr Varndell describing the colour of the white rhinoceros as ** a faint
white.” Though it is nob really white, it is much lighter than its
black congener, and in the sunlight has a decidedly pale colour, an
could not by any means be described as black. W. E. OarEs.

Gestingthorpe Hall, Castle Hedingham, June 24,

not take exception to

LONDON BIRDS.

Sir,—With reference to the list of birds seen at Wimbledon, which
M Togetmeier as given in lush weolds nmmbor as luving been
written down by me at. the last meeting of the British Ornithologists’
Club, I should like to add a few words of explanation.

T way say that my observations extend, more or less disjointedly,
over a period of about thirty years, that many of the rarer birds
mentioned have only been seen by me once or twice, and that a few
T have not: seen myself, but have been told of by

where, as in India, they
'y variation in size, from the yeore,
used for Ordnance purposes, to the dwarf animalsin the recklas. Tho
reckla consists of a pair of light wheels, on the axles of which is fixed
a small board, on which the driver sits; and on one occasim I was
curious enough to measure a beauti tehed pair, and
they did not exceed 2ft. in height. T have the exact measurement
newhere in a note-book, but t at this moment refer toit. The
natives often haye races, either single or in pairs, of these pretty
little animals, driven in recklas, and at _soms of the gymkanas gr
is afforded by driving these dwarf bullocks. T
amongst other authorities you have not consulted Yule and Burnell’s
“ Glossary of Indian Words* or *“ Hobson Jobson,” I would suggest
your doing so. Unfortunately I have not the book here to refer to.—
SMOOTH-BORE. [This note confirms what we pointed out in our last
issue, viz., that the name “‘zebu® is not known to_the natives of
India, but leaves its origin still unexplained. We find it stated, how-
ever, in Beschelle’s large French Dictionary, that the word ““zebu ™
is African; and it goes on to say that the zebu of Madagascar differs
from ordinary cattle by the musky flavour of its flesh, and by itsfatty
hump ; also that there are horned varieties, and varieties without

have run wild, They are remarkable for
: bullocks of M.

—— In an old interleaved volume of Jerdon’s  Mammals of
India” I find an MS. note to the effect that the word ** zebu ** does
not occur in any Asiatic language as meaning a humped ox (Bos
indicus), but * origi d in the i ination of a sh in whose
possession Buffon saw his type.”” I do not remember whence or when
I got the faet (if it is a fact), but a similar account is given in Mr
J. L. Kipling’s book, ‘‘Beast and Man in India,” from some
independent source. The mext point is (if the story is true) to know
where Buffon’s showman could have got the name, if not from his own
or some sailor’s imagination—a likely source enough. It seems just
possible hat tho beast, may lavo beon brought, or supposed to b

rought, from Zebu in the Phil‘iipninﬂ Isles, which is eredited in my
gazetteer with 820,000 human inhabitants, and has been known to the
Spaniards ever since Magalhaens’s death there, and ruled by them for
a good part of the time. Donbtless some of your readers know what
sort of cattle aro there. I do not.—KEswAL.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON_PROTECTION. OF BIRDS. — Sir
Herbert E. Maxwell, Bart., M.P., and Mr Howard Saunders, F.L.S., in
conjunction with Mr Frederic Harford, of Her Majesty's Embassy at Paris,
have been appointed to act as the British delegates to the international
conference on the protection of wild birds useful to agriculture, which was
to meet in Paris on the 25th inst.

BICYCLING AND TRICYGLING.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
AGCIDENTS, many of which have had a fatal termination, have
formed an unplwmt? prominent feature of the road-riding of
the present season. Indeed, so many deaths have occurred that,
when due allowance is made for the great increase in the number of
bicyelists, it is difficult to come to any other conclusion than that the

NOTES AND QUERIES ON NATURAL HISTORY.

REARING YOUNG EAGLES.—An eagle in captivity is always to
me an object of the greatest compassion, and if they were only able
to take care of themselves after confinement, T would gladly pay the
ransom of every poor prisoner. What is the value of a few grouse
and blue hares to the pleasure of an occasional sight of this king
among birds in his native wilds? As regards the two young eagles
referred to by your ndent, they were fellow-travellers of ours
on their journey south, and if a friend of mine bad not undertaken
their feeding, and given instructions for a continuance of it, I do not.
think they would have lived through a third of their journey.—
C. A. SyTH-RYLAND, (Barford Hill, Warwick).

THE AMERICAN BADGER.—Having noticed several letters in
the Field relative to badgers and their habits, I venture to send you
an account of what happened to me some years ago in Los Angeles
County, California. 1 was at that time living on my ranch five miles
south of Los Angeles city, and while driving into town one evening
late in the spring about dusk, my wife called my attention to some
animals running in the voad ahead of the horse. I whipped the team
up, and on getting to close quarters saw the animals were badgers,
four of them. On getting close to them they went off the road, two
on either side. I jumped down with the buggy whip—an ordinary
American whip, but which happened to be one with a steel rod _in the
hanile. The first badger I came to was crouching in some weeds, and
as _soon as I disturbed him he faced me, mking the peculiar hitsing
noise they make when angered. T used the butt of the whip on his
nose and goon despatched him. The second one had begun to dig, and
the soil ac. this spot being very loose and saudy, was soon oub of
sight, the sand flying out behind him at a great rate. I poked the
whip into the hole and could feel him, and as soon as I touched him
he came out and me as No. 1 did, with the same result, *‘ dead

iger No. 2.’ My wife called to me, saying that there was one in
soms weeds on the other side of the road, and on going there I had
the same experience with No. 3; the fourth badger was more fortn-
nate, having gob_to_an old hole about, twenty yards away, and was
standing outside during my enco with hisf, ing on hissing
defiance, but on my approaching him, he went down and escaped.
I threw the three badgers in a heap, intending to pick themup on our
Way home, but on coming back found but two, so I suppose one
only be n stunned. We took the two home that night as trophies. I
never had any idea \1]5) to that time that a tongh animal like a badger
could be so easily killed if hit on the nose. 1 may also mention that
four years later, while living on the same place and driving home st
dusk i the spring waggon with a boy for a companion, that a badger
ran across the road in front of the horses, I jumped out and pursued
it, and after a short chase brought it to bay, killing it in the same
manner with the buggy whip. I threw it into the waggon, and T
the boy was so f that T had the greatest difficulty
to keep him in the waggon, he never having been in such close
proximity to what he called * a savage beast.”—Epwarp P. ToMkIN-
%gx, Re)tirad Lieut. R.N. (Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California,

. ORIGIN OF THE NAME_“ZEBU.”—With referonce to the
inquiry of “Tndicus Olim” in your issue of June 23 and your
editorial note thereon, I think I ean give you some information on
the authority of an eminent naturalist, the late Mr Blyth. In 1867
he wrote as follows: *‘The name of ‘zebu,” commonly applied in
books to the humped cattle, is unknown in any part of Asia, where
n_\m.\crox}a‘hr‘ecds of the unim:ﬂ&.of all sizes and otherwise variously
i

quif
observers. Taking the rarer ones, then, in the order in which they
oecnr in the list— 3

The Dartford Warbler has not been met with on the common for
many years ; but that it used to breed there is specially mentioned by
Yarrell, and the picture of the nest figured in his work was taken in
May, 1838, by Mr Larkham, of Roehampton. 5

Ray’s Wagtail and Yellow Wagtail refer to the same species. The
two names were written down by mistake. The bird 15 a regular
summer migrant. o b s

Pied Flycatcher.—T saw a pair in spring many years ago_in my
father’s garden, They only remained a short time, and wereevidently
on migration. . s

I m?nd‘l two falcons to the list. Some five or six years ago, in the
summer or early autumn, a fine male peregrine flew past my father’s
house; and about twenty years ago, and towards the end of August, a
hobby passed close to me whilst hiding up for woodpigeons in a field
close to the Leatherhead branch of the Sonth-Western Railway.

A Montagw’s Harrier crossed the south side of the common, and
disappeared over Coombe Wood in spring about eight or ten years ago.

Qurlew,—One was resting on the common one very foggy November
afternoon. J

Woodpeckers.—All three species used to be not very uncommon,
‘but now are very rare. 5

The Cirl Bunting I have seen only once,and that was in Cottenham
Park about twenty years ago. There were two Lapland buntings seen
on the common during the very severe weather in February of the
P etla ot the 1 i TarT ing in o N.B

of the larger species_cross regularly every sprinj \B.

direction; and in the 1:2? cold weather there were black-headed gulls
about for several days. 2 3

T have some doubt about the following five : Common bunting,

the ordinary and mostly the sole domestic
cattle. The name * zebu,” as applied to the humped cattle generally,
originated with Buffon, who saw an African animal of this ies
exhibited in France. to which that designation was nppﬁed?ﬁc its
owner.” The appellation of Brdhmini cattle is also misapplied, as
thera i3 no e?ecml breed of Brihmini cattle known to the Hindoos,
The animals known to Europeans in the South of Indiaas *“ Brahmini
bulls”” are of the ordinary breed of humped cattle, which, when
young, are dedicated by the owner to auy one of triads of the
superior Hindu gods, or even to the local or domestic god. This is
frequently done in fulfilment of a vow, and the animal thus released
is considered sacred, and allowed to roam at will through the crops
and bazaars, and eat its fill of greenery and grain without let or
hindrance. They often prove an intolerable nuisance to Europeans,
coming into gardens and eating up everything, for which there is
no redress, bocause there is no owner who can be prosecuted.
Long years ago, when I was making a railway in India, finding
that my ballast trains were in danger from the constant in-
cursions of these animals in search of fresh green grass from
the elopes, and that there was no legal satisfaction to be had, L
supplied my engine-driver with a musket. The result was, that
he had some exzellent beef for dinner, and that T got into a row with
the Government. After this I was troubled no more with Brahmini
bulls, as the people thought it better to keep them off the railway.
Surg.-Gen. Bidie was much troubled when at Hunsoor with oneof these
animals, which on more than one occasion feigned death, to the great
horror of the gardeners, who thought it had died from the effects of
their having beaten it. For i time it even wil

live coals thrown on it without moving ; on further application, how-
ever, it jumpad np and went off at speed, and never more returned to
the doctor’s garden. lgl.‘pcd cattle are found from the Indian
Ocean to Morocco, Senegal, and Guinea, as well as Madagascar,

Date, Name, Country. | How obtained. |[Viierg locsted | horus.—fin.
Tune 7
17 |1Rhesus Monkey (Maca- | India Presented by Mrs | Monkey
cus rhesus) @ | Stevens Houso i
» |1 Korin Gazelle (Gazella (Senegambin...| Deposited Gazelle Sheds
rufifrons’
» |1 Naked-netked Tgnana | Tropical Ditto .. . | ReptileHouse
(Tguana dolientiseima | America %
w |1 Burrhel Wild Sheep | Bred in the Me- | Sheep Sheds
{Oris burrhen) @
» (L Patagonian Cavy (Doli- to Emn Pad-
chiotis patachonica) docks
w |2 Javan Parrakects | Java Parrot Houso
(Paleornis javanica)d 2
I.) & 1 |3 Grosted I;Xgno)ns (Ocy-| .. Western
. Do . Pl s lophotes) viary
g e n |28 T Lopotted Dito
Pigoons~ (Columbn
ine
w |2 Vinaceous Doves (Tar- | .. . | Ditto
tur vinacens
» |2 ted Grass Parra- Ditto
keots | Ofelopsittacus
undula
Dumn (whom | 9 |, Biuo'and Yellow Ma- | S. America ... | Deposited ........| Parrot House
comrade) for four A s
i " in, . .| Received in Ex- | Western
change “Aviary
» |1 Striated Jay-Thrush | Ditto ... .| Ditto
(Grammatoptila strinta)]
|3 Glosay Ibises (Plegadis | ... Bred in the Me- | Night Herons
falcincllug) gerie viary.
up fora month in | 20 |9 Redbeaked Weayer l Insect House
Birds (Quelea sanguini-
rostris)4 4 5 @
21 |1 Greenwinged Trum-|Brazil . Presented by Mr | Bastern
‘peter (Psophia viridis) H. A, Astlett | _Avin
w {1, Tachiro Goshawk | South Africa. | Purchised ........ | Northern
(Astur tachiro) - Aviary
w |8t Black Sulumanders |Southern | Deposited ... | Reptilo House
TNDS. Salamandra atra) iroy
R. J. EpyuNDS 1 Diamond Snake (More- Auau’:l?l’l ... | Presented by Mr | Ditto
lia spilotes | 3L Mitchener
w |1Natal Python (Python | South Africa. | Presented by Mr | Ditto
natalensis) * W. Norman
& Male, 9 Female. * New to Collection.

of these fatalities is greater now than in the days of the
old-fashioned high machine, which, in the opinion of those who were
not practically acquainted with it, was the embodiment of danger.
The deduction to be drawn from the presentation of such facts as are
usually set forth in newspaper reports of these casualties is that the
riders have mostly coma to grief in the descent of steep hills. The
inference is that they were either vnskilful in the management of
their machines or were unprovided with brakes. With regard to the
first of these causes, littlo can be done to check the disastrous conse-
quences to which the negligences of ths novice are always liable,
except to instil into the minds of beginuers, and especially those who
combine with incompetency the indiscretion of youth, the necessity
for a greater degree of vigilance and cantion. ~The other elass—
the brakeless riders—from which the victims are ]urge.ly recruited,
Delong toa different category. Year by year an increasing number
dispense with the security which the possession of a brake affords.
This is due in great measure to imitation—an unfortunate weakness
which induces large numbers of road riders to ape the graceless
attidude of the racing man with the result of imparting to their
frames a distinet tendency to round shoulders, which, in the case
of growing youths, cannot fail to_become more or less permanent
in its character. The danger arising from the practice of dispen
sing with brakes lies chiefly in the fact that the bicycles which are
innocent of this useful adjunct are employed mainly by those who
ride highly-genred machines, As the gear is increased sois the power
of back pedalling diminished. It behoves riders, therefore, who elect:
to use the combination of a brakeless machine and high gear to be
doubly careful upon descents. In the event of a bicyclist finding
himself in the unenviable position of being run away with on a steep
down grade, he possesses one chance of ewnlpe from the consequences
which are likely to ensue, Keeping as cool as possible, and steering
a straight course, he should press one foot ‘:xlﬁou the front tyre just
behind the fork, If this be done carefullyit will prove a very efficient
impromptu brake, and enable him to reduce the speed or pull up
altogother. Should the machine be farnished with a mudguard, he
can either force this down on the tyre or thrust his toe in underneath
it. He must not, however, let this operation distract his attention
from the steering; or, at the pace he is travelling, he will very soon
find himself in some difficulty from which extrication is impossible.

‘While on the subject of dangers incidental to road riding, we think
it necessary that attention should be drawn to a remchme of the police,
which, from fucts that have come to our knowledge, secms to be on
the increase. Owing 1o doubt to the difficulty of stopping, and o
bringing to book, bicyclists who fail to fulfil the requirements of the
Ti taithe matter oF Tampattr bells, the police are adopting the high-
handed and illegal practice of seizing and dragging them from their
machines as they is nothing less than an assault, for
the consequences of which the police are liable,as well as for any
injury that the machine muy sustain. It sometimes happens that a
policeman, on theapproach of arider whois carrying nolightafter dark,
il suddenly place himselfright in the way of the machine at a.distance
of a few yards. A collision is, inevitable, for which_ the constable
is better prepared than the rider, and the latter is seized or thrown
off. Possibly the constable, if called upon to defend his action,
would allege that the bicyelist negligently ran into him; otherwise
it is difficult to see what defence he could offer. It often happens
in riding, thata lamp, however carefully trimmed and filled, will jolt
or blow out ; and if this occurs in a thoroughfare where the Jight of
a lamp is eclipsed by the local illumination, the rider may proceed
some way before he discovers the fact. _énclg an experience is a
matter of occasional occurrence to every bicyclist ; and we cannot
refrain from alluding to the farce of determining whether a. lamp
has been recently alight by feeling if it is still warm. It does not
seem to have occurred to anyone to inquire how many seconds would
suffice for the wind to cool down a piece of tin after the flame that
warmed it had gone ont. If the police want to stop riders they
should do so by concerted action, one man ealling upon and warning
them, and another being stationed forty or fifty yards away to stop
them. If they then refused to dismount they would at least con-
tribute to the consequences of being forcibly stopped, and, if injured,
would meet with scant sympathy.

There seems to be no room for further doubt that the American
bicyelist, Lenz, who early last year made an attempt to traverse Asiatic
Tutkey, hias lost his life., A telegram from Constantinople reports
that the United States minister there has received reliable information
that the unfortunate rider was murdered by a party of Kurds as long
ago as May 10, 1894, in the district of Alashgerd, sixty-five miles from
Erzeroum. We have often entered a protest against the repetition of
these foolhardy expeditions, in which a man will attempt to penetrat
into roadless countries, encumbered with a vehicle which, in such cir-
cumstances, is often worse than useless to him. no knowle
of the country, unable to speak the language, and dependent upon the
people he meets for the means of subsistence, he is entirely at the
merey of an ignorant moh should his presence provoke the hostility or
fanaticism of the inhabitants. 'It is to be hoped that th‘«_: Sl‘ld fate of
TLenz will deter other rising bicyclists from emb : upon
similar perilous adventures; if so, this unfortunate rider will not
have sacrificed his life in vain.

ful race_meeting was held on Saturday lust by the
somsnfopmed North Laneashire centro of the National Cyclists’
e el sxrbraces Oumberland and Westmorland in tho sphere
of its operations. The ground of the Blackburn Rovers ab Ewood




