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was on the right hand side of A, as in example (2), the same
principle holds good, as in example 1, but the forward guns
in this will be the right-hand ones, as shown in the sketch
above.

If the wind is fair for the birds as they rise to fly toward
the next field of cover, the straighter the line of guns and
beaters is kept the better.

If the wind is right against the guns, you should, as before
pointed out, be driving the birds homewards from the fields
they were first driven from, or you will lose them perhaps for
the day.

‘When walking against a side wind invariably direct the guns
on the down wind flank of the line to keep well forward, for,
even when driven homewards, some of the birds may tend to
fly back with the wind; and if not being driven homewards,
they are sure to do so; for instance, in example 3 it will be
seen the forward gunms
will intercept the flight
of the birds as they rise
before the centre or left
hand shooters, if they try
to turn the flank of the
line on the right by
wheeling with the wind.

Partridges that sky
back high over the flank
guns (as when they re-
fuse to face a strong
wind) offer very pretty
chances. Should a low
bird, however, turn back
and slant from right to
left behind you, do not
step round after him to
fire; you will gain a
steadier position, and

or untouched. Without a moment’s loss of time hurry round
to the further end of A, half the walking in the open
on one side of A and the other half on its olher side, the
importance of doing which is great in keaping the birds in A.

Now walk A up once more towards B, then B back to A, and
if you do not kill a good share of the birds on this occasion
in both fields I shall be much surprised.

: O~ MarxiNg Deap Breps.

T have read many directions of how to do this in theory,
but I have never seen these theories put into practice
with the least success. The fact is, it is utterly impos-
sible for any keeper or beater to remember where birds fall
if geveral are down together. A man can, no doubt, by the
assistance of certain selected landmarks, keep his eye on one
bird and walk straight up to it, but he cannot go forward to
do so if other birds are likely to rise, and, perhaps, by the
time the guns have reached the spot at which the first bird
foll there are several others that have had to be marked
also, and how about bird number one then? The marker
can only guess its position at best, for he has probably
shifted his several times. If you had the whole field to yourself,
and could walk where you wished in it, and had only one bird to
mark and gather, it would be an easy job to retrieve it, I have
no doubt. The only person who can really mark dead birds
is the one who shoots them; he has far the best chance, if
he will only practise his memory, and train his eyes for
the purpose. The surest method of finding dead birds is for
the men who accompany the shooters to carry fouror five thin
sticks painted white, and for them to place these in the
ground at the spots the birds are supposed to have fallen at.
Direct the men to place their sticks first, and to look for the
birds afterwards, it takes no time to do this, and many and
many a bird will be saved to the bag. If any bird is not
found within a reasomable time, leave its stick to mark the
spot either for a man with a dog to remain to seek it, or for
further search the following day by a keeper. This is the
only practical method of finding a large percentage of dead
and ded partridges that I could ever discover.*

hence a more
aim, if you turn short to
the left and thus meet
the flight of the bird
with the gun. The lat-
ter is a quick, though
easy motion, and the
former is the reverse.

‘When shooters are
walking out a field, it is
a mistake for any gun to
walk close to a hedge.
If a shooter does this,
he can only fire at birds
rising on one side of
him or within about 40 yards; whilst if he walks 40 yards
from the hedge he covers about 80 yards with his gun, or,
say, 40 yards on either hand.

PARTRIDGE SHOOTING.
(ExamrLE 3.)
are two root fields, Small
arrows.—Guns and beaters walking for-
ward. Large arrow. — Points to the
direction from which the wind blows.

If coveys of partridges will not lie to the gun, but as
they often do, continually rise and skim away out of shot in
front of the shooters from one field of cover to the next, there
is one way only of bringing them to bag. This method
is an entire change of tactics on the part of the shooters, and
consists in heading the birds by the aid of a few beaters who
drive them back over the guns, the latter afterwards walking
them up again before the broken coveys have had time to
collect together. This manceuvre does not at all necessitate a

. number of men and shooters ; three or four of the latter, and
& half dozen assistants can manage very well, and I have, by
the assistance of a few short drives taken at intervals during
the day, on several occasions succeeded in making a good bag
of birds over land that had the day before been walked with
indifferent success by a much larger party. The simplest
plan of how to do this is shown in example 4.

Here we have two large turnip fields, A and B. We will
suppose the birds are very wild, and rise in coveys or packs,
and that though they fly from A to B as the guns walk A
forward to B, and back from B to A as the guns return, still
not many coveys are broken up, or birds bagged.

Now try this form of action. First place a boy with a flag,
or hat, or handkerchief in hand, and direct him to stand as
prominently as he can at the end of the field B at C. Next
line your men and guns as per arrows in sketch, and leave
another boy behind you at D.

Walk the line (vide arrows)
forward through A, driving
the partridges into B; they
will settle in B on perceiving
the bhoy at C in front of them,
who will also often have an
effect in causing the birds to
drop into cover independently
instead of in coveys.

‘When the guns reach the
field B, they stand in as good
concealment as they can find
behind its fence (vide small
circles).

The beaters now leave the
guns, half of them walking up
one side of the field, well away
in the open, and half up the
other side; this will drive any
birds that are inclined to run
out of B at its sides back
towards its centre, and, as the
men walk the adjacent fields
they may, perhaps, frighten
any birds in that have run out.

Finally the beaters reach the
boy at C. All now form line
along the fence at the top end
of B, and drive the fleld down
to the guns.

As the birds fly over the
guns, though perchance not
many are killed, the coveys
will ‘split up and scatter all
over the field A, the boy at D
assisting by his presence to
chiack their flight. Now is the
time to score off these hitherto
unapproachable partridges. 5

Dopnot stop to gachgrg:g}m birds you killed in the drive out
of-B; they can be picked up later on, for they probably lieon
the stubble or other bare field between A and B, and a driven
Partridge is usually a case of hit or miss, dropped like a stone

PARTRIDGE SHOOTING.
(ExamrLE 4.)

A and B, are twolarge root fields.
C and boys acting as
“tops.”” ' Small_arrows.—Guns

and  beaters walking forward.

Small_circles—Guns afterwards
standing for drive out of B.

* A good marker is born not made! Some men will walk straight to

@ very spot at which a bird dropped, when others will not seek within
many yards of it, though it fell close at hand. One man will return n half
mile and pick up & towered bird, killed perhaps an hour before, whilst &
second may 1ot even look in the fleld that contains it! The best method
of marking a towered bird, unless you go for it at once, which 15 often out
of the question, is to insert a stick in the ground at the exact spot you
stood on when you watched its flight and subsequent fall. You can then
return to the stick and your landmarks will recur to your memory. If
you have no such aid to your recollection as I suggest, but start a fow
Yards to one side or the other of the place from whence you originally
narked the bird, ull your landmarks will be astray, and you may seek i
couple of hundred yards or more from the object of your search.

BIG GAME SHOOTING IN JAVA.

S1r,—In reply to H. J. H., P.’s inquiry in the Field of Jan. 2 last,
1 beg to say that my experience has only been in the western parts
of Java ip the Residencies Krawang, Batavia, and the Preanger,
The best Etime to come out for shooting would be in August, Sep-
tember, October, and November, when the forests are being burnt off,
in the hot scason. Tho best places to go for tigers would be in the
South-Western part of the Bantam Residency, distant one day cast-
ward of Batavia by post horses. Tigers are reported to be so
numerons and dangerous as to necossitate the Government offering
an extra high reward of 200 guilders (valne of guilder Is. 8d.) per
head, instead of the usual 30 guilders, as fixed for the other Resi-
dencies. Some sillges bad to bo ontiely sbandoned inconsoquenco of
the depredations of these animals. The various kinds of game found
are wil ars, ssmbhur, muntjac (red-faced deer), leopards,

thers, thinoceros, banteng (wild cattle or gaur), crocodiles, wild
logs and. cats, peacocks, jungle fowl, large varieties of green and
bronze pigeons, hornbills, &e. There are no proper native hunters
or shikaries, such ag are found in British India, who make hunting
a profession; but in almost every village a native will be found
Who would show all the likely places, and be a guide in the forest.
‘Any number of natives could be got fogether for a deer drive, but
they would be very unwilling to drive tigers out of thick covert and
jungle, unless an example were set them.

Tho usnal mothod for tigers is to bait with a young buffalo calf,
value from 20 to 25 guilders, and take a pot shot.

To hunt banteng and rhinoceros, the method adopted is to track
them by their spoor, and circumvent them by your unaided skill.
When 1 go after thom 1 take only one native with me to spoor up,
The fewer people in the forestafter them, the more 1 willono
boiin getting shots. Perfect silence and a study of the wind are
necessary. x S (A -

The climate in the forest during the hot. season is fairly healthy if
proper precautions are taken, as the forest fires drive away the
miasma. All the best hunting grounds lie on the south coast of
Java, suy from the residency of Bintam on the west to Chilachap
(Banyumasg) on the east; all the strip of coast line parnllel with the
gea, and about twenty or twenty-five miles broad, abounds in hills,
Qalas, valloys and morasses, and is very thinly inhabited.  You have
cither £o camp out in the forest or put up in the kampongs (villages);
all provisions must be taken, with the exception of rice, potatoes,
fowls, salt, fish, and vegetables.

T'ho cost for such an expedition would be very moderate when once
in the country. Coolies are paid per day 25 and 30 cents, Java (5d.
or 6d.) rivers the same. Native hunters, 40 or 50 cents. (8d. or
104)" If putupin o knmpong, 1 guilder per night could be paid as
compensation to the owner of the house. Riding ponies cost 2
gnilg:rﬂ per day, and carts 4 guilders per day with drivers.

Sumatra abounds more in larger game than Java, but access into
the hunting grounds is very difficult on account of the almost
impenetrable jungle and forests, and the uncertain character of the
people, but it is o fino country to go to. ? :

Anyone_visiting Java could go from Batavia to Garnt, in the
Preanger Residency, by rail—a twelve hours’ journey—thenco sixty
miles by cart or on horseback, to a district near the sea const, whero
wild cattle, rhinoceros, and deer are report to be very plentiful,
and there is a chance for a tiger also, a8 no one goes there to hunt.
From this place you can hunt the coast line towards the Bantam
Residency for the 200 guilder tigers, which would pay for the cost
of the expedition if half a dozen were bagged. ”

On returning to Batavia, the sonth coast of Sumatra might be
tried. One must land at Telok Betong, a residency town in the
Lampong District, twelve honrs steam from Bataviu, right across
Anjer, the other gide of the Straits of Sunda, some twenty miles
from Telok Betong. Elephants are met with as well as rhinoceros
and tigers, the e pretty numerous and not so dangerous
as in the Bantam Residency, perhaps because there is more game

for food. .
The import duty on now gunsis 6 per cent. ad valorem, but nsed

guns aze taxed at secondhand value. Powder, cartridges, &c., aro

procurable at, Batavia. C. 0.

Advertisement,] —SPORTSMEN, WHETHER 000D, DAD, OR INDIFFERENT
sn[o'n. may e v e Ay of Bhodingd by Olesies Tancaatar
(Gunmaker), an illustrated treatise on the art of shooting, with extracts
e best. authorities, ining full page explanatory illus
tancous and other photographs. The Field : Swphu what
bas long been o desideratum.’” The Times: * Really one of the most
practical books om the subject we remember to have met.” Third edition
now ready. Price 7s. 64, extrn, Poblished by Charles
Tancaster, at 151, New Bond-stroet, London, W. :
rtisement.]—To Prarox. Suoorns,—~The Scuvitze Gunpowder
e beg g&lﬂ attention to the great suscess which attended the
ir powder during the Iate International Tournament at Monte
i o every competition ex-
rst prizes out of twelve, anc es to
20), Tn the Grand Prix du Casino

superlative excellence of ScHULTZE powder,

LONG AND SHORT CARTRIDGES AND CHAMBERS.

S18,—In reference to the letter of *“ Shrike’ in your last issue,
I am not surprised at his being troubled to ascertain the state of the
chambers in his gun with the wadding test, as this is always extremely
uncertain, unless carried out by one of great practical experience—in
fact, requiring a hand thoroughly educated to the work ; and the plan
he adopted of a concentrator or piece cut from a shell is equally
liable to mislead, as in this case, obviously, all depends upon whether
the chamber is a close or slack fit for the shﬁ?. I writo this, as
probably * Shrike”’ would be glad to know how to conduct such an
experiment withioub the poebility, with oty et o ATIIGETAED

error.
Having ascertained as nearly as possible the size of the chamber b;
a wadding, take a punch of the same gauge, and cut a disc with i
from a piece of sheet lead, bore a hole in the centre wherein to put
a wormer or gimblet. Should the dise be too large, pass a rather fing
file round the edge, holding the disc in the thumb and two fingers of
the left hand, turning it to meet the sweep of the file, and taking
care to begin the next sweep just where the previous one left off ; by
this means the disc is reduced without in any way interfering with
its perfect roundness. On the other hand, if "the dise is too small,
place it on a smooth level metal surface, and give it_a fow taps with
the face of a hammer sufficient!y wide to cover the whole dise, taking
care that each tap is delivered perfectly lovel, so that the diso may
not be more spread on one side than the other. Having got an exact
fit, replace the disc on the holder, taking care that it stands at right
angles; oil the inside of the bore and the edge of the disc, and pass
it mto the barrel. Should the bore contract even a trifle, the diso
would be sto) ; should it expand it will pass forward with a jump.
By this .mpfe means a variation in the bore of 1000th of an inch or
less may be discovered with the greatest accurnoy and certainty, and
is, in fact, the means usually employed to this end in the gun trade.
OxE WHo nas FireD soMe 20,000 Triarn Snors AT MARKS.
Brighton, March 23.

GUN ACTIONS AND GUN BARRELS.

. Bir,—In accordance with the editorial note appended to our letter
in your last issue, we forward to-day, by passenger train, the gun in
question and both pairs of barrels.

‘When we obtained the new barrels we did not trouble to have the old
ones made interchangeable, thinking that they would not be used again,
but we have now made them to ints only a_slight al i
in the lump being necessary,  You will notice that the Fever does not
come quite home with the ‘old barrels, but that is not of importance.
The safety piece, too, has been jarred off and lost. A piece of the
fore-end also came off, but this we have replaced. The nction itself,
although it has withstood the shock of close upon 200,000 heavy
and has not required any attention

shots, is still in good order, ang
beyond oiling ; but a new )nint,'lnn "“53“ in some time ago, and,
of conrse, a new striker pin has been needed now and then,

The way in which the action has stood shows it to be a first-olass
piece of work. It possesses the advantage of being casily taken to
'}mus, as all the limbs come out with the bottom part of the body.

he extent to which the chequering has worn off will show the great
wear that the gun has had,

With regard to your making a trial with this gun, we think, after
considering what we have. said in this and our previous letter, you
will agree with us that no forther test is necessa The fact of the
gun having withstood nearly 200,000 shots, and being still service-
able, ought to be sufficient to satisfy the most exacting of your
readers as rogards o trial.

For G. Kynoch and Compﬂnﬁ Limited,
0. CUMBERLAND, Manager,

Witton, near Birmingham, March 22,

[The gun is an ordinary 12-bore, with 80in. barrels, and weighs
61b. 14}oz, with the old barrels, and 71b, 1oz, with the new ones,
The action is without n doll’s-head or other top connection, and is
fitted with an ordinary Purdey bolt only. The gun is in good con-
d‘ilitin, and appears to be still equal to almost any amount of work,—

o,
SHOOTING NOTES AND QUERIES,

SNIPE STRIKING TELEGRAPH WIRES.—I caught a snipa the
other day in rather an unusual manner. My upuninf put up o fow
snipe in a small marsh near Browndon; I noticed one fall to the
ground after it had flown about fifty yards. On picking it up 1 found
itsleft wing was broken. A single telegraph wire stretched across
the marsh about 25ft, from the ground, and the snipe was
unlucky enough to fly ngainst it, nlthough it \was a vory bright, clear
day.—J. D. Hickrey, Lieut., R.N, (Portsmouth).

FOSSIL DEER HORNS,—''Otter,” who ‘wrote to the Field on
the bth inst, re Scotch Deer Heads, may like to know that 1 have
a very fine pair of red deer horns, which wero found whilst excava-
tions were being made for the new weir at Shepperton. The horng
were embedded in blue clay some 14ft. below the surface of the soil,
and are in excellent p . The following are th i
Groatest width, 24in, ; narrowest from point to point, 3in. ; ciroum-
forence above bay tine, 7in.; outside measurement of longest horn,
85in, ; nine Wm“ on right, eleven points on loft,—C, G. BurROW
(Fair View, Weybridge).

REARING PHEASANTS ON STALE GROUND.—In reply to
* Bucka,'" I can econfidentially recommend him to apply I)nrrerz of
waste salt used in curing herrings. I was told this by an old koeper,
and have seen it tried in many places with wrfocg suceess, birds
being reared year after year in the sume field in one instanico.
obtained mine from Searborough; Messrs Sellors and Son, the fish
merchants, obtained it for me. 1 had, I think, two truck loadsat a
time ; this would, of course, vary with the sizo of the field. The salt
must be spread over the land out of the eart-tail—too thiok a dressing
would destroy the herbage. The salt is not_expensive, being far loss
than ordinary rongh salt. Mine had a considerable number of wasto
herrings left in the salt.—A Sornvier,

_JACK SNIPE IN FURZE.—On March 12, when shooting rabbits
with beagles in o line of furze on the ridge of the west i
with the sea in view, runs south to Salvington and for:
eide of this valley, a woodeock and juck snipe were flushed and shot
by the same gun. The snipe rose at the feat of our keeper. Wood=
cocks are found at intervals in the furze, from the near proximity of
Clapham Wood, but I do not remember n jack snipe being found
there beforo, The snipe ground is the valloy of the Adur five miles
on the enst, and that of the Arun, eight miles on the west, Several
years ngo my attention was directed to a bird which rose at some
distance, and which from its flight 1 thought was the common snipe;
but monc_have been found in the furzo since.~W, G. MARGESSON
(Finden Place, Sussex).

INTRODUCTION OF AMERICAN PRAIRIE GROUSE, — Has
any attempt ever been made to introduce the prairie hen into Great
Britain ; if not, what are the probabilities of its being successful on
extensive moors of rough grass and rushes in the north? Taking
into consideration the food and habits of the bird, could it be best
done by importing birds, or by setting eggs got from Ameriea in
grouse nests P—H. [ From thirty to thiity-five years ago this subjoct
was discussed at considerable length in our aol{:mnl {tlus late Mr

ort, Vhyte, and others, and in 1861, and the nex
several consignments of prairie grouse were receive Y
Grantley Berkeley and other gentlemen. Bome of the birds laid in
this country; but we believe thgt none of the experiments proved
sucoessful.—Ep.]

FOOD OF WILD PHEASANTS IN THE ENGLISH LAKE
DISTRICT.—During the last autumn a cock it was killed near
hero, which, upon a careful dissection of his erop, was found to con-
tain the extraordinary number of ninety-three acorns. The bird was in
splendid condition and beautiful plumage. The second bird, a cocl
nrsn, was killed during the heavy snow and hard frost we have had
during this winter, having had no:mareunlgal food but what mx‘ght
be found in the woods, &, This roved a remarkably fine bird,
w surprising fact when it seemed to be & mystery how they could
oxist, under the eircumstances., However, this was discovered upon
another dissection of the crop, which was found to be full ; it con-
tained a quantity of the fern, common polypody (Polypodinm vul-
gare). Thisis an evergreen (the fronds even in severe frosts lasting
till new ones are produced), growing luxuriantly on tree trunks, moist.
rocks, and mossy banks, easily distinguished by ita large, round

tohos of orange or tawny-brown spore cases. No other of our native

Laving ita froctifications at all similar in appearance.—J.
TreopoLn (Windermere),

HEAVY SHOT AT BRENT GEESE.—On Jan, 14, 1801, not very
far from the English coast, I bagged fifty-two Brent at one discharge
of my swivel gun. The charge fi was 8oz, Capt. I-u:’-
coaree-grained powder and 1lb, of No, 1 shot. Can anyone tell me




