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point of the association. Considerably more than a year has
elapsed since then, and in the interval the organisation of the
association has been vastly extended and has become. more
powerful. As Lord Carysfoot mentioned in a letter to the
Times a few days ago, meetings have been convened in
nearly every county in Ireland for the purpose of
organising branches of the Property Defence Association,
and at these meetings landlords have imposed upon them.
selves o tax in proportion to their incomes, in order to supply
the necessary funds. An interesting account of the work of
the Association appeared in the Times in the early part of this
month, from which it is manifest that the Lord Mayor has
fully grasped its scope and objects when, in writing to Mr
Gladstone, he says: ““ We only take the matter up where the
Government must necessarily leave it—that is, after the civil
officers, aided by the military and the police, have enforced the
law; it requires combination and united action to enable indi-
vidual owners of property to hold and usefully and safely
oceupy the lands after the law has been vindicated, and it
would be impossible for Gevernment to effect this.”

‘We have every hope that the discussion which has followed
upon the establishment of the Mansion House Fund will be
beneficial rather than otherwise in the end, since it will lead
peopleto regard the real merits of the case rather than the,so
to spealk, political accidents by which it is attended. Of the
sister fund, as it may be truly called—that for the Relief of
Irish Ladies in Distress—we have already spoken. It is justi-
fied on the ground of pressing necessity; but it cannot be more
than a mere palliative,and it is a clear departure from all
principles of sound economy. It is not a very practical way of
bringing wilfully defaulting debtors to reason to pay their
creditors for them, without taking any steps to enforce payment
of thedebt. It is the function of the Property Defence Asso-
ciation to supplement the executive in matters which that can-
not deal with, and, by gradually restoring order and confidence
where anarchy and distrust now reign, to revive the ordinary
relations of social life, the subversion of which has led to the
distress from which the Irish ladies are now suffering. The
Property Defence Associntion strikes at the root of the evil, and
aims at producing such a permanent effect that temporary
palliatives may not be needed in future. It is therefore
thoroughly deserving of support at the hands of every law-
abiding Englishman,

—_————

SPORTS AND PASTIMES IN FRANCE.

T THE END OF LAST WEEK the weather abruptly began to
got colder, and there seemed a chance that Christmas wonld after
all be d by its 1| i of ice and snow. The
expeotation was disappointed, however, for the frost did not continue
and at present o thaw is in possession of the atmosphere, Had the cold
spell lasted o few days longer, there wonld have been skating on the lake
and ponds of the Bois de Boulogne. In a morning's walk in the B
two or three days back, the writer was amused to see that, though the
frost had been o slight, little bands of English boys, with their skates,
wero already patrolling the wood, hoping to find a substantial piece of
ice. Their presence was no doubt s source of considerable anxiety to
the sylvan guardians, who are strictly commissioned to restrain skaters’
while the ice i thick. This task is not an easy one,
as the Bois contains a number of water-courses and small rivers, spread
overa comparatively wide expanse of land, and some in very secluded
spots. Indeed, it appears a very difficult matter simply to withhold the
surface of the grand lac from the impatience of the disciples of
Klopstock and Goethe, Despite the number of posts bearing the
Warning “ Dangerenx’” placed around the banks of the lake, the
uards have to keep continually on the march, to gnvent some
irrepressible skater from ltsmp'.ln{1 the treacherous ice. Placing wings
to one's heels and skimming over the slippery frozen sheet is undonbtedly
n most exhilirating pastime, but hardly so exbilarating that one should
indulge in it with the certainty of a fall being followed by & glacial bath,
herefore, our sympathy in this case must remnin with the guards,
though they sometimes resort to rather questionable means to enforce
observance of their injunctions, I was once present when a defiant and
determined Briton, who had gained access to the lake, was skating
onlmly about, oblivons to the apostrophes of the law’s minions. The
situation was amnsing—partioularly for the skater. A well-known
French proverb, however, says, Rira bien qui rira le dernier, which we
render, “He lnughs best who laughs last;” and the philosophio
m was evinced in this ci 6
law-breaker circling about in the middle of the lake was the master of
the situation, since the wrathful guards had aiplrently neither the
skates nor the skill to capture bim. But when the dinner-hour
arrived the case was reversed, The revengeful hunters, posted
on the banks, conld receive supplies and protract the siege with-
out discomfort, whilst the quarry gliding over the frozem surface
could only watoh them repair the inraids of hunger, with the gloomy
alternative of a surrender, or a dinner with Duke Humphrey. The
action of the guards in the matter had been so far irreproachable, for
they were, of conrse, quite justified in endeavouring to take the defiant
skater by starvation, But their conduct ceased to be correct, when they
shortly after concerted to fling a heavy hf on his head from a bridge
under which he frequently rl]mmi. This rather brutal project was
fortuuately frustrated by its designed victim not coming within reach of
theprepnred beam. The capture of the offender was certain withont
suoh violent menns, it only being a question of more or less time, accords

yesterdsy, Dec. 26. The results of the first day +were particu-
jarly favourable to English gunners, as there was only ome
Frenchman on the list of winners—to wit, M. Laurentz, who is
shooting in fine form this year. On this occasion the object
of art offered for shooters never having won a prize at Monaco, was
secured by Mr Horton. The foreigners were not so successful on the
zext day, when a good struggle was witnessed between MM. Guidicini
and Laurenty, who tied with a full score of ten birds for the Poule
d’Essai. M. Guidicini is an Italian gunner of redoubtable prowess, as
he provedin this instance by his dead heat with so good & hand as M.
Laurenty, and also by his very capital performance in the Prix d’Hiver,
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TRAVEL AND €OLONISATION.

THE DUTCH EAST INDIES AS A SPORTING GROUND,
WITH REMARKS ON THE BORNEAN RHINOCEROS,
“TITH THE CRY continually going up that wild eport ig

becoming with each year scarcer and ecarcer, it might
occasion surprise that no onehad tried the almost virgin fields of
the Malayan Archipelago, were it not that the subject has neyer
ted in a proper form before the sportsman. The faw

where he grassed twenty-four hirds_out of t The ini
pools were won by Count de Vinel, Baron de Baint-Trivier, M. Gervoise,
and Oapt, Cholmondeley-Pennell, who alone sustained the honour of old
England. The shooting was resumed on Monday, Dec. 26, by an
exciting contest between MM. Guidicini and Sands in the Ponle d'Essai,
which resulted in a tie, both theshooters killing ten birds without a miss.
Baron de Saint-Trivier won the Prix de;Noél, so named in honour of the
date, and Mr Sands was _second with one bird less—seven out of eight.
The other winners were MM, Ewon, Ophoven, and Laurenty. So far,
the shooting has revealed no new gunner of unkpown skill, except M.
Guidicini, who will no doubt start in the Grand Prix with a first-rate
chance, if he remains in such good form as he seems to possess &b
present, Baron de Saint-Trivier is an old performer, whose
measure has been taken long ago. never particularly distin-
guished himself, but he may prove more formidable this year, for he is
shooting in good style. But a more serious French representative is M.
Lanrenty, whose shooting up to now has been so creditable and so regular
that one may anticipate a successful campaign for him. The Paris
sporting papers, Whicg are elated over the success of the French shooters
in the last meetings, should remember that the ball is hardly opened as
yot. The more donghty gunners are mot thus early upon the scene of
aotion. Ihey are reserving themselves for the all-important contests of
next month. It would not be surprising, however, if the French shots
gave a much better account of themselves this year, as a natural conse-
quence of the greater amount of practice which they are now in the
habit of taking.

The turf news of the week may be briefly noticed. The sale of Baron
Louis’s horses on Saturday last at the Tattersall produced & fairish
figure, only about half a dozen being withdrawn at the reserve price.
Among the horses withdrawn was Wild Monarch, who, however, was
purchased after the sale by Cunningham. Cunningham will take the
veteran to England with him, The highest price of the sale was given
for Forte-en-Guenle, by Mitchell, who apparently thought the S000Fr.
thus laid out a capitalinvestment. A fine young colt, Saint-Georges, by
Saint-Oyr—Sérénade, was purchased in the name of alters for
7800fr.” Mr Hurst gave 4000fr. for another colt, Fen @’Amour; but the
latter is not of such taking appearance as Saint-Georges, whose pedi-
gree will, besides, be remarked as a great recommendation. 53001r. were
fotohed by Avermes, whom sportsmen will perhaps remember for his
having been idered a very isi at the beginning of
his third year, when he was in M. Fould’s stable. The remainder of the
sale was Ami satisfactory.

Andrews, the very good steeplechase jockey, has not been allowed to
remain in {his determination'to retire from his profession and set up as
public trainer at Clairefontaine. He had received such

been

English books on Java merely give accounts of such substitutes for
sport as have come directly under the notice of their authors; bt
no one has yet attempted to show the sportsman what game ig
within his reach,and how he shonld set abont procuring it. Darip,
my three years’ travels in the archipelago I obtained much informa,
tion on this subject, and I now propose to set it down here, for the
benefit of those who may be in search of a new field,

Becanse they are not British possessions, the common ides
amongst us, fostered by recent travellers, is that the Malayan
Archipelago is a very dreadful place to go to. Peoplo who talk of
going to Hong Kong as though it wero a summer trip regard a
voyage to Java (two days nearer home than the Chinese island) as g
serions undertaking ; and those who go up to Mandalay from Rap.
goon for the benefit of their health, regardless of the evil reputation
of the Burmese ruler and his ministry, would naver dream of
trosting ) in the ly unk island of
Sumatra. The Malay has long filled the position of the dog with a
bad name, and I fear that the popular impression of him is that he
is prominently engaged in making amok and sticking his sicuons
creese into unoffending people. As a matter of fact, the average
Malay is an exceedingly mild individual, much more so than the
“ mild Hindoo’” of the poet ; and in the places to which I shall take
the sportaman there will be but little to fear from man, and whers
there is due notice will be given.

1 shall firat speak of Sumatra.

If the reader place the map of Malaya* before him, he will seo
that the island of Pinangt is situated immediately opposite (due
east) the north-eastern corner of Sumatra. This corner isin Acheh,
or Acheon—as the English newspapers insist upon calling it—snd
is & place to which the sportsman muet not think of going. A little
further down the east coast we find successively Langkat, Deli,
and Sérding, with the town of DGli as the chief place. Between
Pinang and D@li there are steamers almost daily, which ron
passengers acroes for about twenty dollars, inclusive of everything,
as it well may bo. Langkat, Deli, and Scrdang are almost entirely
given up to the culture of tobacco, and amongst the planters are
quite n.nnmher of Englishmen, who would be only too glad to have
a sporting _compatriot amongst them. All these planters have their
agents in Pinang, from whom 'a properly introduced person would

nd no y ini; ot Some of
them are coneists of

The game

offers on every hand, that he has finally returned upon his decision, and
hag accepted an engagement for 1882 as Mitchell's first jockey.
Wigginton intends starting nine horses for Nice on the day after to-
morrow, to wit, Isolina, Saint Léon, Mistral, Porte Bonheur, Paquita,
Vegetarian, Fatalisté, Newark, and Dinna Forget. The two lagt-named
may not appear at the post. LONGCHAMPS,

Paris, Dec. 28.

THE LIBRARVY.

COCECHAFERS VERSUS COFFEE.
All about Grub: including a Paper on the Grub Pest in Oeylon, Being the
result of obeervations on the Cockchafers and their Larvee, in connection wivh
Coffee Planting. Ry R. O. Haldane. Colombo: A. M. and J. Ferguson. 1881,

TrE author of the little pamphlet with the above, at first sight,
gomewhat whimsical title (for which he is probably not answerable),
deserves every credit for his attempt to investigate a somewhat
diffioult subject, a correct knowledge of which is of the highest
importance to coffee planters. Evidently no_entomologist, but writing
as a practical man for others like himself, ho has put together notes
derived from actual experience, referring to the habits and earlier
stages of the Lamellicorn beetles belonging to the families Melolonthidm
and Cetoniidm, of which the larvm commit vast ravages in Ceyloneso
coffee plantations. He is quite aware of the imperfect nature of his
observations, and adds & 38, note begging for additional information on
the life history of the insects to which he refers, to be sent to Mesars
Ferguson for publication in the well-known Ceylon Observer. We fear
that it is out of the power of anyone but a resident to aid in this good
work—at all events, until more precise particulars are obtained. There
is no attempt at soientific identification of the beetles referred to, and the
rough fignres given scarcely admit of the formation of a sound opinion as
to their specific status, considering the numerouns South Indian repre-
sentatives of Ancylonycha and its allies, They are, however, probably
quite accurate enough for recognition as foes by the unfortunate planter;
and the best counsel we can give is to urge on the snfferers the necessity

elephant; ; 0 (R of course), buffalo, tapir
(scarce), tiger, and any amount of bear and. leopard. For all of these
it would be necessary to penetrate rather deeply into the untonohed
jungle and forests, of which a large quantity is annually burnt down
fr.ér Elnhncing purpoees, although the beasts of prey come down freely
at night.

The plan I wounld recommend would be to have a bamboo and
palm-thatch hounse on piles, built on_ the borders of the forest in &
suitable place. Such an erection counld be run up in a week or less,
and need not; cost more than twenty pounds, unless the sportsman
be sybaritic in his tastes—in which case, by the way, he would not do
for this kind of sport. The people of the country are Battas, and there
are always plenty to be fonnd who understand Malay. The sports-
man would, of course, not speak this language; but he would have
provided himself with an English-speaking Malay from Pinang,
where they are to be found in legions, and, moreover, wonld
himself pick up a fair smattering in a couple of months, Malay
being a very simple language to learn collognially. It wonld depand
entirely upon chance if he found anyone at all acquainted with sport,
which is a pastime but little indulged in beyond snipe shooting in
the vicinity of Pinang. Now and then there are people there from
Malacea, where a good dealof bird shooting and animal catching
goes on. It would also be well to take over a supply of tinned pro-
visions, and such drinks as one may fancy are indispensable, for all
of these things are very dear in Déli—beer, for instance, being about
four shillings a bottle, and tinned meants about threepence a
monthfal.

Pinang is visited by nearly every eastward.going line, and is as
easy to reach as Gravesend.

Still farther down is Siak, & wild sort of place, with lots of
elephant in the interior, as is evinced by the considerable trade
done in ivory from here. ButI donot consider it at all suited to the
gportsman unacquainted with the country.

Acheh, althongh as fall of ti§ets and other carnivora as it can be,
must be avoided so long a8 it is as uneettled as it is, which means
for the next thirty years or o, judging by the puny strides the
wonld-be conguerors, the Dutch, are making. As the east coast
from Si is flat, there is but little sport to be obtained

for an accurate biological study, continuing Mr Haldane’s p:
beginning, The very excellent work in the Reports of Riley and other
American economic entomologists may be taken as a standard.

Bo far as ﬂ:e{ go, Mr Haldane'’s 3}
and appeal to the common sense of his readers. The system of planting

as developed an abundance of food more suitable for the larve of the
‘beetles than their natural Flhnlnm, and the excessive rainfall of the last
four years has mechanically mided their increase by loosening the soil,
facilifating its penetration both by the grub and perfect insects. Rich

ing tohis obstinancy. As he scemed blessed with propor-
tion of this national virtue, I retired from the scene, but returned
towards evening, at which late hour he was still at bay. Shortly after,
however, he skated to shore, and surrendered in the presence of quite a
Jittle knot of interested speotators, and withont the honour of war, for
he was immediately dragged to the nearest police station, whence he
no doubt retreated n sadder, wiser, and poorer man. In extenuation of
his insubordinate conduct it should be remarked that the ice was cer-
tainly strong enough to bear him; and heno doubt thought that the
practical proof thereof, which he furnished to the gnards, should have
onused them to leave him in peaceful enjoyment of a favourite pastime.
The example would have been contagious, however, and a serions danger
would have existed had & number of persons placed themeelves on the
insecure surface. And thus concluded a bold skater’s odyssey.

Though the attempt at winter has proved abortive, the weather is,
nevertheless, very disagreeable, being domp and mnrk{. People are,
therefore, leaving for the south by every train from the Paris-Liyons-
Mediterranean Railway Station, and the Nice season will this year be
earlier thanusual, It used to be the fashion for the aristocratio families
who live in their chateauz during the autumn to return at the beginning
of winter to Paris, where they remained for two or three months. Now
ch a proceeding i3 contrary to the canons of the bon ton. As soon as the

mn,le y where there is decaying timber, seems to be most
ected.

Mr Haldane has instinctively tried all the methods which have sufficed
for keeping down tke injuriée occasionally inflicted by our European
cockchafer ; but the luxuriance of tropical life is far too great for such
superficial safegnards as hand-picking, collecting on “sheets, &e. We
may note that French agriculturists have found alkaline dressings the
most certain, speedy, and economical mode of destroying the larvm. It is
during the earlier stages, when these are acourately known, that the real
work must be done; and it surely is not too much to expect that at
least the most destructive kinds shounld be readily and thoroughly
investigated, ab ovo, At present there seems some discrepancy of
opinion as to the larv of some of them, though, from the figures given,
we shounld think the ¢ grey grub”” most probably that of one of the
Cetoniidm. Itis stated (p. 10) that larvm of this kind, which presented
no distinguishing characteristios, “ turned into two distinct varieties of
beetles, s proof of how impossible it is to distingnish variety in the
immature insect.” The author's mote shows that he recognises the
inacouracy of these remarks ; there would, of course, be little difficulty
to an entomologist in discriminating between the larvm of a Cetonia and
of a Melolontha (amongst other things the head is not as broad as the

w Year festivals are over it becomes a social to dep: e
shores of the blue seawhich Byron loved so well, Thusit'is that the capital
iaof late 8o extraordinarily dull during the wintermonths. On theother
nd, the towns of the sonthern French const enjoy at present a hibernal
season of unequalled animation and gaiety. The reason of this revolu-
tion in the habits of society is the increased attraction which the
adminwstration of Monte-Oarlo and the Municipality have imparted to the
winter festivities at Nice and Monace. Only ten years ago, despite the
Plnomuhoouug, visitors—unless they were valetudinarians—rarely pro-
onged their stoy in the towns of tho Littoral beyond a month ; for the
Emgrlmma of pastimes and rejoicings was exhausted in that time.
ince then all efforts have been made to render the winter season in the
south more and more attractive, and, in fact, every pastime, every
t!ennn, that ingenuity can devise and money realise n_concen-
rated in the three or four months during which Nice and Monte-Carlo,
in point of animation and elegance, can claim precedence of Paris, I
is said that this year the pretty towns of the Mediterranean will
witness o still more varied and extensive round of gaieties and
{:tu of all descriptions than ever previously. When we remem-
v the brillianoy of last season, such n  statement seems to
imply, on the part of the organisers of the festivities, an extravagance
somewhat similar to the well-known act of *bringing ccals to New-
castle.”” At any rate, their enterprise will most assuredly meet with
adequate reward, for a much larger number of visitors than in former
years will no doubt be present at the most interesting events of all kind
Z_races, pigeon shooting contests, regattas, theatrical representations
trinmphal cavaloades, &o.—whioh they announce for the months of
January, February, and March. Indeed, the pigeon shooting has already
m, a8 was mentioned last week, but it does not ‘b!uomalfl?puﬂuxlﬁ
D Wi

body in the former, though it is in the latter), and there must have been.
som fosion in the P . In detecting the sexes also, the
antennm will generally be found of use, as the foliated club is (some-
times conspicnously and usually appreciably) larger in the male.

One of the Buprestidm is represented, with the remark that it probably
does no _harm. the larvm of species of this family are all internal
vegetable feeders, and are ocoasionally very destructive to plantlife; so
Mr Haldane's first idea in figuring it among the enemies was most likely
correct.

The natural enemies of the * grub  are referred to, and an instance of
attack by a carnivorons beetle is recorded at p. 13. This, in all proba-
bility one of the great family Carabidm, is imagined (p. 31) to be a dung-
beetle by another observer, whose notes are reproduced. Among them
is an expression of belief that the plague has taken go firm & hold on a
large part of the coffee districts, that individual efforts cau have no
effect in reduoing it, and that the aid of Government must be invoked.
Mhe home authority is here intended, as ‘it appears to be unseless to
expect much activity or assistance from the local Government.””

GRICKET.

SURREY COUNTY CHALLENGE CUP.—Wo are requested to remind
secrotaries of Surrey clubs that entries for the oup competition of 1852
must be sent in, with entrance fee of 1 guinea, by Jan, 1, to the secretary
Surrey County Cricket Club, Kennington Oval, London, S.E.

DEATH OF JEMMY DEAN.—We this week record the death of this

11k and respocted Snssex cricketer. For some years Dean has

fore the middle of January, when the
commence.
Since writing last week about the inauguration of the pigeon shooting
season at Monte Calo, three days of shooting have taken place, snd call
for some little remark. The first meeting was on Thursday, Dec. 22,
the second on the following day, and the third on the day before

 martyr to asthma and bronchitis. On Christmas Eve, when a goodly
circle of friends mustered at his well-known hostelrie, The Cricketers
at_Duncton, Dean was in his usual spirits; his old friend and companion,
John Wisden, being on a visit. He retired early, and on Christmas morr-
ing, at about five o'clock, died calmly and peacefully in his sleep, in his
sixty-sixth year,

there ; buton the west coast there is emough and to spare. To
reach this hunting ground one must take the boat from Pinang to
Acheh (Oleleh is the port), and from thence by Netherlands Indian
S.N. Co’s boat to Padang, unless one is fortunate enough to catich
the monthly stéamer of the same company that calls at Pinang for
Acheh and Padang. Fare, 218 guilders of one shilling and eight-
pence. Padang, it will be noticed, is situated on the west coast,
nearly equidistant from the northern and southernmost points of
the island. The voyager from the north passes hundreds of miles
of sporting country; int it will be decidedly to his advantage to
commence with Padang, from which place he can always work his way
northwards, providing he can stand the awful roads leading thence,
which I am inclined to doubt.

Padang i8 a comsiderable town, where every requisite can be
obtained, except weapons and ammunition, as well as in Pinang;
80 there is no necessity for encumbering oneself with boxes of pro-
visions, as I did in my ignorance. Thera are a couple of fairish
hotels, from which conveyances can be obtained to go up country.
There is only one Englishman in Padang, Mr W. B. Pearson ; but
he is & host in himself. All the officials and merchants speak
English almost as well as they do Dutch; g0 one is never in any
gerions difficulty. The English-speaking servant from Pinang has,
of course, accompanied the sportsman. He is very necessary for
dealing with the small fry, such as drivers, coolies, and laundry

men.
Before proceeding any further, l?t mgAg'iv_a the napugunr{o hints

1) necessary for atay
in the Dutch Indies. The best way is to be provided with a pass-
port, taken out in

London. Failing this, a ‘‘certificate of
nationality’’ must be obtained in Pinnni, duly viséd by the Nether-
lands Indian Consnl thers. Armed with either of these documents,
the new arrival proceeds to the Resident or Assistant Resident, as
the case may be, and, presenting himself in due form, requests a pass
enabling bim to remain in the Dutch East Indian possessions for
two years, The pass ordinarily given to strangers is one for six
months, but, as this nominally only allows him to visit certain ports,
1 advise him strongly to have nothing whatever to do with it. Datoh
Indian officials are both an in in
The one giving the pass will explain that it is a mere matter of
form, from which point of view his colleague in the interior declines
to regard the matter, and is quite capable of ordering you out of the
ocountry, which the strict letter of the law empowers him to do. This
actually happened to me, €0 I am not conjuring up a possible con-
tingency. Don’t start for the interior until everything is striotly in
order. The higher officials expect & certain amount of homage, but
are very obliging, whilst the smaller ones up country will, as a rule,
do what they can to aseist you.

From Padang the hunter cannot do better than proceed to & place
called Kayn Tanam (Black Wood), thirty-six paals in the interior.
This he does by catriage in about five hours, at & cost of twenty-five
guilders. Here there is a hotel and a Controller ; the latter will
assist in finding & hunter and men with dogs, if necessary. Six
paals farther on, at a place called Ayer Mantjur, there lives a very
good hunter named Sinen. If it be possible to obtain him, by ail
Tmeans do 0 ; he is a fearless and *cute hunter—when he likes. His
pay is fifteon guilders per month, and, if good eport be required, &

» T do notuse this title ont of preference to Malasia, Malaysia, Malayant,
Melanesia, or the Dutch Insulinde, but merely because I have hitherto
employed it. 7

+ Pinang is Ma'ay for betel nut. Penang is nonsense. ;

+ A“paal”” in Sumatrs is o pautical mile, In Javan “paal” is 1507
metres only.
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capitation fee on each head of game would assist towards the
desired result. But there are other men to be had if Sinen be not
obtainable, Near Kayu Tauvam there are plenty of deer (Cervus
rusa), tiger, leopard, and now and then tapir. 1t would be feasible
%o take up one's quarters in tho village, but it would be far better
to have & hut built up in the forest. In this case be sure to ba
provided with a mosquito curtain. A rough'hut could be run up in
day or two.
£ Inythia neighbourhood there ars fraquently troops of the \:

inward vindiotiveness. Isaw avery good illustration of this in the
very matter of gunpowder in the case of Mr Carl Bock, This gentle-
man had some unpleasantness (not alluded to in his book) with an
official in Somatra, and complained at head quarters. This gave
umbrage to certain officials who had been passed over by Mr B., and
the result was that, when he applied for powder, he was told that
ke could certainly have some, but that he would hava to wait abont
three months, ‘I'hey did not dare say “no,” becanse Mr Book held

wild dog (Canis rutilans), and wild hog are everywhere plentiful.
The natives have a small yellowish dog that is avery good hunter.
1t would be quite possible to engage some of these, with their
owners, by the month. The Government official would arrange all
$his, and take care not to pay too much, The Sumstrese Malays
are a lazy set, even for Malays, and work only under the strongest
incentive. =

*The next, place of any importance is Padang Pandjang (padang, &
field ; pandjang, long), tweive paals from Kayn Tanam. This town
is sitnated at the foot of the voleauo, on which tigers frequently
ocenr; but the sportsman will do better to go on still further to
Solok, and from thence to Sijunjung. Solok is twenty.fonr paals
from Padang Pandjang, and Sijanjung is a good bit farther o
Carrisges are still attainable, and at either place an Assistan
Resident will be found, Sijunjung is a very hunter’s paradise. In
the neighbourhood there are some hot springs, to which animals of
all kinds come, and thus in the immediate neighbourhood are rhino-
«ceros, elephants, bears, deer, and carnivora of all kinds indigenous
o Sumatra. Hunting is here a little understood, as now and again
the officials go out after elephant. But the forests are very
dense, and game is not much disturbed. The hunter may
expect to meet with almost sny animal that he has ever
heard of as inhabiting Sumatra in this district. Bears are
quite numerous, and tapirs far from uncommon. Three kinds
of deer, rusa, kidang, and the tiny mouse deer, are plentiful,
as are the musang (Viverra musang), the civet cat (V. tangalunga),
called by the Malays tangalung, and the paradoxures. The
beautifnl golden cat (Felis moormensis) is all;o met Kith, 31:5, very

a lation from the 1 direct, bat they
could make him wait. The only other powder to be got was some
rubbith at four guilders (6s, 8d.) the pound, Dutch. Fortunately,
 B. bad an unsuspected supply of Curtis and Harvey by him,
a:n@ also secnred some Government powder through another source.
This powder is smaller in the grain than the Curtis and Harvey
that is in general uze. As it is nsed by the Government, I presume
it must be good. _
Borneo is certain'y an island where sport can be obtained, as we
have only recently learned throngh the columus of The Field ; but
this is not in tlile Dutch portion of the island. All the fine land is
in Brunei and Suln, and consequently here the animals chiefly con-
gregate ; but in the Dutch territory the land is notso good, and
auimals are scarcer. Every Bornean traveller testifies to the fact
that one may travel for days without seeing any animal of conse-
quence. Up the Pontianak river apes are abundant, especially the
orang-utan, but nothing clse, except crooodiles. The question
whether the tigerever was indigenousto the island can scarcely bo said
to be decided. That the animal does not exist now is almost certain,
80 the question need not trouble us much ; but I have yet something
to say concerning the Bornean rhinoceros, notwithstanding that
one is now 80 certain that the animal inbabiting the island is R.
sumatrensis, I admit that R.sumatrensis is there; but what if
there be two kinds ?
en T left for the East, nearly four years ago, I was recom-
mended by a who is i well-inf on sue
matters, to “ look after the Bornean rhinoceros.” He told me that
the few bones and horns they had obtained led them to say, almost

rarely—by reason, I think, of its artful
(Arctictis binturong). There are lots of Argus pheasant and jungle
fowl, both good eating, about; but the native hunters prefer setting
their yarra.yarras or twine snares to catch them, in preference to
shooting. Argus pheasant are shot abt times, but one requires the
gnake-like manner of advance of the native to stand much chance.
Hornbills are also met with in Eﬂautsr quantities than elsewhere.
They fly very high, but not too high for a charge of No, 1 or No. 2.
Besides all these, the trees literally swarm with red and white
simpeis (Semnopithecus melalophus, and the white variety), the
two gibbons, the siamang and ongko (Siamanga syndactylus* and
Hylobates variegatus), and & variety of squirrels (tupaias), not
that I suppose the hunter would shoot more apes or monkeys than
he actually raquired as specimens.

The hunter will find it rather warm here; o, when he has had
enongh of it, he may cool himself down by going on to Alahan
Pandjang, a hill station over 4500 feet above the sca. Here resides
o controller of the firat-class, which rank is only one below that of
assistant resident. Here I oan promise the sportsman sport that
has hitherto been enjoyed by no Earopean, viz., the chase of the
S b tain antelope (Capri t is). This
animal lives onmly in elevated positions, Its horns are only
slightly _curved; they are very sharp, and, as the owner
knows how to use them, it is a very dangerous animal to
hunt. But hitherto no one has ever gone after them properly
armed; go in this respect thero is a mew field open, whink

with certainty, that the animal must be a small one. I naver went
to B luck !—but I made the most carefal inquiries I
could through very influential persons, and the very first tangible
information I got hold of was about a small rhineceros. The history
of this avimal is as follows: About nine or ten years age the Malay
Rajah of Nanga Bunut, on the Pontianak, about three hundred and
fifty miles from the sea, went out on a deer-hunting excursion. The
method pursued was that of fixing rattan snares about the trees and
bushes, and then driving the game amongst them. Presently thero
was a great hullaballoo, and the Dyaks were seen flying in all direo.
tions with terror. A great beast, that none of them had ever seen
before, was caught in one of the nooses. The rajah rallied the
men, and on examination it was found that a small rhinoceros was
the capture. Plucking up courage, the Dyaks went in and killed
the beast with their spears. The rajah has the horn to this day,
and will not part with it, as I know fo my sorrow, I having tried
to gain poseessionof the trophy. A gentleman who has seen it says
that it is a very small thingindeed. ‘The animalmay, after all, only
bave been a young R. sumatrensis. It is certainly exceedingly
strange that the Dyaks did not know the animal, which shows its
scarcity in those parts.

hen I was in Sumatra T made the acquaintance of a Mr Van
Schelle, of the Dutch mining and topographical staff. This gen-
tleman was just leaving for the interior of Borneo, and I begged of
him to get what information he conld about the Bornean rhinoceros.
A year afterwards he returned, and I met him in Batavia. He had
been into th? gvild:!st purts—had not actually seen a rhinoceros, but;

would scarcely be the case were Sumatra a British
fow well-preserved skins conld not be but acceptable to the musenms
of Europe, and the hunter would be rewarded with flesh of the most
delicions kind for his larder. The kambing utan (wild goat), as the
natives call it, is frequently caught by the Sumatrese merely for
its flesh, The precent controller of Alahan Pandjang caused several
to be oaught alive for me; but I was unablo to get them away, on
account of tho cattle disease that has been raging in the Dutch
ast Indies for four years. At Lolo, in this neighbourhood, the
animal is also met with, as is indeed the case on all the mountain
ranges from the equator to the sonthernmost portions of the island.
There are plenty of tigers also at Alahan Pandjang.

There are many other minor stations in the neighbourhood, but
the hunter is here in the thick of it, and cannot do much better.

From Benculen gome good sport might be got. There is & rough
road running right across from Benculen to Palembang, alongside
the telegraph wire connecting the two places. Tebbing Tinggi
(High Tebbing) is the firat atation out of Benculen, bat Lahat, the
second station, is more wild. Herds of elephant are quite common,
as are bears and carnivora. The travelling here is tar from easy,
the chief difficulty being that of food, the native palate being easily
satisfied. At Lahat there are post office and other officials, who
have cansed a limited production of the bare necessities of life ; but
directly the traveller leaves the villages his fare must be of the
scantiest, unless he take an almost impossible load of tinned provi-
sions with him. Mr H.O. Forbes, who has recently been thoroughly
botaniaing this district, gives me the most pitiful accounts of the
resources of the country. For eeven days his fare had been plain
rice, unseasoned with salt or pepper, and water. Mr Forbes also
told me of an_enormous hornbill he had secured. Its measurement
from tip to tip was 4ft. 10in. This is certainly the largest I have
ever heard of, and Mr Forbes is also much impressed with its
gigantic proportions. g .

All down the coast, as at Krué, for instance, there is plenty of
rough sport to be obtained, but I cannof sincerely advise anyone to
go in for it. They will do much betterin the Padang highlands.

Near Palembang, on the east coast, the country is too flat; so
there is nothing left for us to do but to step over to Java. his
beautiful island bas been so much cultivated, that its wild
animals are now restricted to certsin limits. Thus, we find the
rhinoceros (K. sondsicus) only in the wild Residency of Bantam,
the virgin forests of the lovely Preanger, adjoining Bantam, in some
forest land at Krawang on the north coast, and, very rarely, at
odd places along the south coast. The Javanese rhinoceros is to
me & peculisrly interesting animal, for I foreseo, at no stupendous
distance of time, the total extinction of the animal, unless a
Government which will have to be a more enthusiastic one in
such matters than is the Dutch devotes a pieco of forest land
specially to its preservation. Such animals are more easily rendered
extinet by the march of civilisation than by the hunter's bullet.
In the Bantam and the Preanger there ate plenty of tigers and
banteng or wild ox (Bibos sondaicus), but no elephant. The
hunter would have the inestimable advantage, in coming to Java,
of finding a European huuter ready at hand in the person of Signor
Carlo Ferrari. This gentloman is speoially ekilled in hunting the
banteng and rhinoceros, of whicl tter animal he has elain
seventeen with his own rifle. Ibelieve he would expect about fifty
pounds for a hunting trip of & month or more. He lives at a place
called Sukabumi, thirty-fiye pasls from Buitenzorg, which is
thirty-five paals from Batavia by rail. Ina short time the line will
ran to Sukabumi aswell. A telegramfrom Batayia to Ferrari, who
speaks English well, would fetch iim immediately. It would notbe
possible to do better than this. L

If the hunter prefers going alone, he must go from Buitenzorg to
Bandong by road, and then any of the neighbouring mountains, such
as the Kedong Karban, will afford him tigers, leopards, banteng,
and deer, if not rhinoceros. ]

I cannot advise the sportsman to go to any other icland of the
archipelago, although he wonld obtain the anoa (Anoa depressi-
cornis), and the babi-rusa (Babirusa alfurns)in Menado and Goron-
talo, North Celebes, and the birds of Paradisein Aru and other still
more distant islands. : -

No good sport can be expected belore March, the rains being too
heavy and the forests too wet to give the dogs a chance. Even
Iarch is in some years @ trifie carly. Then sport may be enjoyed
for six months,and with an amount of certainty that contrasts
favourably with many other countries that have been made ** fashion.
able” sporting grounds. ;

The sporteman will do well to take all his implements and shot
with him, but powder he can obtain in Sumatra and Java. By
making friends with an official, any amonnt up to five kilogrammes
(101b.) canbe obtained. This * keeping in »’ with the officials is a
great thing to be observed in che Dutch Indies. They always
remain outwardly polite, which is but poorly indicative of their

* 1should feel deeply grateful to anyone who would determine once and
for all what is the proper scientific name of this ape. -Simia giamanga and
Siamanga syndactylus are the usually recognised synonyms, but now the
fignre in Mr Carl Bock’s book s called Hylobates syndactylus, Now, isita
Simia, & Hylobates, or is it  distinct genus?

0 ha hat it was to be found in the Upper Kapuas, a
feeder of the Pontianak, and some hundred and fifty miles farther
up than Bunut, and that the natives spoke of two linds.

Later on, I met an officer just returned from the now disbanded
military post of Teweh (disbanded becanse the place is now so
peaceful, which is scarcely what Mr Carl Bock describe:
and he knew the rhinoceros well, and described it as
horn only.

All this may meannothing ; but I venture to eay that, until we
know romething more definite, we should not scout the idea that in
the centre of Borneo there is yet another epecies of rhinoceros
awaiting discovery.

A RIDE IN THE ARDENNES.

HE WEATHER was threatening enough, when at ncon on
Thursday I rode out of Spa, but certainly T did not expect the
continuous heavy rains to which I was exposed for some days after.
Rising graduslly by the well-made road, which pasees the famous
springof the Baricart, and which at different points affords far-
strotching views, over the scenery o characteristic of Spa, in which
hill, wood, and water are eo charmingly combined, I panai through
the dense woodlands which environ the town, and emerged, leaving
the main road for a footpath, upon the open moorlands, which at &
height of about 1000 feet above Spa, and 2000 feet above sea
level, form the highest ridge of the surrounding hills. In afew
minutes I passed the water-shed, and a splendid panorama of the
hills and valleys skirting the banks of the river Ambléve were open
to my view; while beyond them the ranges to the north of the dis-
tricts around La Roche, St. Hubert, and Maribe could be clearly
seen, being lit up by the sun. I began shortly to descend towards
the village of Coo. At this place is a waterfall, celebrated in this
country, where they are rare enough, The chief curiosity of it is,
however, that the Ambliveat this point divides, one half branching
off to the left at a sharp angle to its previous direction, and flows
round a conioal-shaped hill, upon which the village of Coo is built.
After a circuit of nearly three miles, it completes the circle at the
very foot of the cascade, which is formed by the other half of the
river flowing through a gap in the rocks at the very point of
divergence. The total height of the fall is about 40 feet. It is
in tradition that the district belonged to the once rich and powerful
abbey of Stavelot, and that to enable the fathers readily to replenish
their exhausted fish stews, the gap was out through the narrow rid%u
of rock, so that when the sluice gates (remains of which are yet to
be seen) were opened, and the circumfluent purt of the river dammed
up, the water there was so quickly and greatly reduced, that the fish
contained could easily be secured.

At the present time this waterfall, throngh the number of visitors
attracted by it, and the fish in the river, are the principal means of
the support of the inhabitants of Coo, The river is one which is of
great promise, but which is most dieappointing to the fisherman.
This is owing tothe fact that * all and every '’ are allowed to net by
day and by night. In Coo alone twenty-five men are thusemployed
every night for the months of May, June, July, August, and Sep-
tember, I found that each man, as an average, expected to take
two kilos, say 41b. per day or night. This gives 25lb. per week,
which, multiplied by the twenty-five fishersia Coo alone, shows Giowt.
per week, or 13 tons of fish per month. But therearealso the villages
of Trois Ponts, an h i ttored
cottages, with at least more than double the numbers of netters and
fish killed within twelve miles of Reber. The worsat is that traly all
is fish that comes to the net, and young trout, ealmon, and grayling
are never returned to the water, but go to make up the weight. Not
long ago, haying lost the last train to Spa, at Trois Ponts, I returned
to paes the night at Coo, and there eaw the natives in act of throw-
ing lime into the cascade, while below nets were ready to secure the
fish affected by it. Thero is, however, hopo that, ander the aus-
pices of the Connt A. de Rempe, as vice-president of the Tarf Club,
the sole rights of fishing will be eecured by rental from the com.
munes and riparian owners, water bailiffa appointed ; and I doubt
not that in two years after such arrangements are effected that the
Amblave will be renowned to Englizh sportemen as a good salmon,
trout, and grayling river, and they will find in Spa & pleasant head-
quartera.

To resume. I forded the Amblive, and entered—guided by a
capital map—the great woods, which here extend for miles. "In
there woods are abundance of roe deer. Wild boar are algo nume-
rous. Looking to the right, the woods of Stourment, sloping steeply
to the water, could be seen. These Jast woods are favcurite haunta
of the boar. The last battue I was present at in them last January
cighteen were seen, but only one killed, though two large boars wero
cleverly missad at less than ten paces. It is not often, even when
wounded, that they charge, though the eportsmen here greatly
affect a large knife, of more or less terrivle appearance. One chas-
seur bad a short sword bayonet for his small sporting carbine. Tn
one case, however, last year, a young Englishman was shooting in
this wood, when three boars broke out of the covert near him. He
fired at one, which fell. Another barrel he fired withont apparent

effect at another boar. He approached the prostrate boar whils in
the act of loading, when the animal sprang to its feet and charged

him. He quickly completed his loading and fired, the boar falling
dead within ten feet of him, The ball had struck the jaw, and
glanced upwards into the brain.

On my way through thess woods I saw numerons traces of the
rootings of boar, also several conches of the deer. Arriving at the
sumumit of the range, I found a long stretch of gently eloping plain
of heath before me. Here are found a good_head of black game.
On the large moorlands on the borders of Prussia and Belgium,
between Spa and Malmédy, they are very abundani, and a good
many have been killed this year in this district.

Finding the lower slopes which I was now approaching very
swampy and treacherous, I made my way to some peasants who
were loading their ox carts with cut heather and rushes. These
serve for litter for their borses, cows, and pigs, straw being scarce
and dear. No wheat is grown in this district, and the straw of the
staple grain crop (oats) is very short. From theso peasants I got
some directions which enabled me to take a short and safe line, 80
a8 to enable me to strike the road leading to my resting place for
the night, La Roche. At the village of Bra I halted for an hour, to
rest and feed my horse. I could not procure oats, but & good sub-
stitnte was found in a loaf of brown bread. Here I found if this
bread for my horse, and eggs, coffee, and bread for myself, were not
scarce, travellers like myself wore, judgiog from the charges made.
This, however, was the only instance of overcharge I had to com-
plain of, In the village is an old and curious chatean, in too closa
proximity, however, to dirty and ruinous cottages, before each of

which was a epacious and unsavoury manure heap. This village,
and part of a b one, called Andri are the dirtiest
and most Irish-looking that T have seen in Belgium. I was sorry to

see 50 much %min out, and, being cats, and fully ripe, great loss
must also result from shedding. The potato crop I could, by the
faculty of smell as well as of sight, observe was extensively affected
with the disease. Hitherto it has been comparatively raro here,
but I fear that the seed from the present crops will spread the
malady over hitherto unaffected distriots.

The village of Vaux Charanne I noxt reached; it is sitnated in a
comparative plain, surronnded by ill-drained lands, the more dis-
tant slopes containing many uncultivated and half-cultivated
patohes. Thence to Malbay, where, at the junction of four roads,
i8 situate a barrack for ‘a small detachment of gendarmerie.
Bosides polico and revenue officer duties, the gendarmerie are
charged with the anmmnmn}; of the men called in for eervice, when
there is danger of war, or for any reason mobilisation is ordered.
Each province (eight) is divided "into arrondissements, which are
again sub-divided into cantons. Over these last a corporal of gen-
darmes commands, Ho has to keep the rodster of the men on un-
limited furlongh (after two years’ service, out of eight, with the
coloura), and to iuspect them each November. On mobilisation
being ordered by telegram, the gendarme corporal or comman-
dant enters the date and place of assembly on the form, ready filled.
in with name and particnlars, The eame are then made up into
Emltigts by communes, which are sent off by monnte]d meseengera

o the resp b o The gend:

aleo conduct to the depits or trains the various contingents thus
called up. Although the law fully provides for the speedy recall
and enrolments of its full war strength of soldiery, yet no provi-
sion by been made for the supply of horses required upon mobili-
sation. Thus, in 1570, when mobilisation was ordered, and corps
of the army were echelloned along the frontior to protect its neu-
trality, 6800 horses wero wanted; but, after a month's utmost
exertion, only 4140 could be secured. I have this upon the authority
of General von de Smissen. The gendarmes of Belgium may bo
regarded as a fine body of reliable men. From this point I made
for the village of Dorohamps, which is very prettily situated, being
upen the side of a steop hill, at foot of which flows a branch of the
xiver Qurthe, The villago is surrounded on threa sides by the wood-
lands of the Central Ardennes. Tne shorter road thence to La Roche,
I dared not attempt, as night and heavy mists were now fast coming
on. I therefore kept to the main road, and soon entered a magnifi-
cent wooded “ef’ I:hmh,bmch many windings, led down to the

woodland caj o 0.
La Roche is a protty little town, sitnated in the valley of the
Lhe town is frowned upon by the picturesque views of its

Ourthe.
ancient castle, which has a long and ‘interesting history; it having
been used as a place of strength from Roman times, its foundations,
indeed, dating from those conquerors of the world, The place is
useless a8 & modern fort, being commanded by artillery on every
side. This place is one of great renort for visitors, chiefly Belgians,
though a good number of English stop here during the gnmmer, a8
the scenery is very beautiful and living at the Hotel du Nord—
Menier F'rires—very cheap, total charges, without wine, being but
44fr. per day.

I know no place on tho Continent where anyone wishing to live
wlthvoeommfy in a pleasant country can do better than at La Roche.
Fishivg, which used to bo fair here, is this year destroyed, as, so
they eay, the waters got solow in the long dry weather, that the fish
were all killod by the eun ; doubtless, the fish have been killed, but
I should think tho * hand fishers’’ have killed them, and that they
have been sent to the markets of Liége and Brassels. The only
industry orrried on hero is that of two tanneries; oheap and good
oak bark, with pure water and cheap labour under them, donbtless
profitablo. In the morning, after seouring my valieo behind my
saddle, 1 started at nire for Champlon, en route for Marche. I may
here mention, for the possible guidance of those desiring to make sn
equestrian tour, that my valise is made of stont American leather,
and when laced and buckled up is impervious to water, It contains
a complete ohange of clothes, shirt, socks, brush, comb, and razor,
&o. ; weasures about 20in, in length by about 7in. diameter, and is
fastoned by threo straps to three D's fitted on the back of the
saddle. Thus, with a waterproof cloak, strapped on the pummel,
comfortable travel can be effected. I carry, wnd also recommond, a.
linen nosebag, with o feed of onts, to be strapped to hang on the
shoulder of tho horso under the great coat. Thus, ;withn small

o ybody

, you are
until you arrive at the place of lodging at night.

After leaving by a rocky mnd wooded ravine the valley of the
Ourthe, the road rnluea through the pretty village of Beauséant and
aoross & well-cultivated open country, till approaching Champlon,
are reached the great woodlands, which thence extend for quite
thirty miles square, At Champlon, which coneists of only about
three houses, besides the barrack of the gendarmerio, I found the
wing of the Belgian army, of which I was in search, had paesed on
that morning to Marche. From this place, to within a short distance
of Marche, the road led for ten miles through forest land. is in
this district only, having St. Hubert as a centre, that the wild red
deer are found in Belgium. About forty yearsago, nearly the whole
of these noble animals were dnutroym{ in these forests ; the wild
boar, also, were nearly exterminated, the last chiefly through the
instramentality of a butcher, whose three powerful dogs eecurely
held the boar till the man approached, and, leaping astride the
boar's back, drove his long and keen butcher's knife through the
animal’s spine, instantly killing it. In the above year, several
uKortmk Bocieties were formed in the distriot; and now, on one
chasse alone, it is computed there are 300 atags and 1500 hinde, with
many roe and boars. In the forests of the king, more to the west,
wild fullow deer are to ba found. Shortly before noox, the sound of
heayy artillory and musketry fire informed me that I had approached
Marche, whero the contending troops were concentrated, and that
my journey through the Ardennes had terminated.

C. B: VENATOR.

TRAVEL AND SPORT IN JAPAN.

0 THE MAJORITY OF TRAVELLERS through the far East,
Japan forms but o small link in their chain of wanderings. A
shortstay in Yokohama and Kobe, with & two-daya’ trip up to Tok)g
or Kioto by rail, to ** do’’ the numerons curio sLops, and be
by the wily Japanete vendors, leave but n misty impresaion of the
conniry and a false one of the people, which s short gojourn in the
interior would entirely alter. It is to those who can spare a little
timo in the country, or are in search of sport, that I venture to
offer o few romarks, based on information and experience obtained
during the past four months in varions parts of the empire.

The best seagon, both for travel and shooting, extends from
Sept. 1 until the middle of December. The weather is then, as &
rule, dry ; temperature cool, roads at their best; and in the latter
end of October the foliage, éspecially of the maple, wears its glorious
autumn huea. The wintor and early spring are usually cold, #itha
considerable amount of gnow in the interior; and the inne, built
solely of wood, with sliding wooden screens for walls, bare mate,an:
poisonous charcosl stoves, are not calcnlated to entice a Britisher
from his comfortable hotel at Yokohama. April and May are
delightful months — mild and clear, foliage fresh and green




