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“IRAVEL AND EMIGRATION.

THE SOUTH-WEST SHORES OF THE CASPIAN.
(Continued from page 77.)

MING ALL NIGHT andnext day at eleven knots. we made,
T b, tho low land ut the mouth of tho Sefid Kood,
Dere o ca-fuif expeoted to ship somo caviuxo from the luggors
wherh afry on tho sturgeon fishery. Al the soa belongs to tho
which CAIEY 0% oy xent. tho fishery of tho Sofid Rood, and other
Russians, ¥ vandoran and Ghilan, from the Shah. The Armenians
siers 10 R e contract pay 41.000'tomeuns—about £20,500—yearly,
s, nts, &e. They are said to clear annually from

£30,000 to L4 0 After signalling the vessels, as they had
noﬂ’:iﬂ!{ ready for us, we pushed on, and soon made Enzelli. The
O ter boing tranquil, the masoollah boats came off in & body, and,
Al row having taken place, I at last got ashore, paying thres
Jrans—about a rouble—for aboat. I believe I wasbadly done here,
not by the boatman, but by two Armenians, who I suspect got
8 for nothing, but had no time to inguire, as 1had to find an
oL in some of the labyrinths of tho caravanserai, who was
oing to TRestib, and had agreed to halve a boat withme, and I was
Eimid e wonld get someone else, as he had left a long time
S foro mo. Howover, after a short draw through the crowded
B ways, T spotted my man, and we bundled into the washtub and
started across the lake. After pulling for an hour or two they
made sail on the affair; but there was no wind to sp of, and
o ently it began fo pour with rain, which continued above an
Ecun We loft about 8 p.m., and it had long been dark. However,
after two hours’ more paddling and shouting, we made the mouth
oo oreek which leads up to Peer Bazar, and, after another hour,
O e tho place where the mud huts used to be, now a well-builf

fyo-storied caravanserai with tiled roof. 3 -

"Here we stopped for the night, as it began to rain again, sleeping
in tho upper story. In the moming we got some tea made early,
and were off by 6 a.m., finding a good road, instead of the horrible
mmd slough there was eight years ago. There were also a good
many clearings, gardens, cottages, &c., springing up, where all was
Tormerly forest. The water was a good way from the surface,
and the soil looked of fine quality; the climate very soft, fresh, and

ant.

D acants wo meb wer civil, and seemed industrions ; nobody
was armed ; altogether, they scemed to be improving considerably,
and T began to think it a pity that onr Government had not backed
Reuter's railyay scheme, which would have entirely civilised the
north of Persia. e % :

We got to Reslit after one hour of quiet riding, instead of taking
half & day as formerly, and, passing through the marrow lanes,
tiled houses, and bazar for a mile or so, entered a caravanserai,

last moment, of course, a great deal to do. However, I got him to |

agree to leave next morning, and in the evening took a stroll with
the Circassian, a good, honest young fellow, in the maidan—of which
there are two in Restib, in one of which is the palace of the governor
(or serai). In the latter is a bala khanah or high two-storied place,
in the top of which a horrible noise, which the Persians suppose to
be music, is made every evening—something, only harsher and less

melodious, as if a lot of fellows just commencing tolearn the cornet |

should assemble and strike np all at once, best pace, at different
tunes. After an hour orso of this, a solo is given on an instrament
which makes a noise resembling the roaring of a camel while being
loaded, or rather a cross between that and the trumpeting of an
elephant. Henri, whose acquaintance with Scripture appeared to
me to be limited, asserted that Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego
threw themselves into the fiery furnace to escape from a similar per-
formance. However, that might be, a great number (of Persians)
assemble, and walk about to listen toit. There are plenty of baths
in Restib, and the bathmen, when not immediately employed, stand
about in the streets with a towel round the loins waiting for
customers. There are also a good many negroes, with whom the
climate seem to agree. The number of beggars of all ages and sexes
is fearful ; I saw several whom I suspect were Hindostanees, half
naked, and nearly black.

The cotton of this and the surrounding districts is very fine ; the
silk, which has been deteriorating, is improving ; the climate, much
like the Cashmere valley, would do well for teaand other subtropical
produce. iR A RN e Ep L.

LIFE OF A TEA PLANTER IN INDIA.

B, OST OF THE TEA PLANTATIONS in India are situated in

the midst of rich undulating forest land, and in consequence
of the desire to pick out the most fertile soil, and to possess
large areas of timber for charcoal, boxes, building material,
and other purposes, the gardens ave, as a rule, scattered and
isolated. Indeed, some are with difficulty approached, lying
twenty to thirty miles from the nearest point of civilisation, the
only means of communication being a narrow bridle path through
the forest, or perhaps the bed of a shallow river. In such cases
& tea planter’s life is far from an enviable one.

I remember an incident which occurred last year, and which
will serve to illustrate the out-of-the-way position of some of the
gardens. I had occasion to visit a plantation some twenty-five
miles from my quarters, the manager of which was seriously ill with
jungle fever. I received word from my friend in the evening, and
early next morning packed up a fow medicines and provisions, had
one of my stoutest Burmah ponies saddled, and started on my
journey. Theraincame down in torrents, such as one only sees in the
tropics, and with such force that I could with difficulty discorn the
narrow footpath whichran through the jungle. After riding slowly
and di ing to lead my pony down the slippery sides of deep

where Thomas was hailed by half a dozen of his s, who
were also civil to me, getting tea ready, &e.; after which, I left to
call npon Mr A., the consul, whom I found on the eve of departure
for Europe. After an hour's talk I set out to rega'n the caravan-
gerad, in doing which I hit upon another, where I found a French-
man in Tartar dress, a civilised Circassian in Europ..un dress, and
goveral Greeks and Armeniavs. Henri, the Fren: hman, insisted
forthwith on my becoming his “konak’’ or gues!, and ordered
‘breakfast on the spot. All these fellows had been :ome years in
the country, and were well posted up, the upshot of the ‘‘palaver ”
being that Persia, as Persia, was going pretty con: 'demblgto the
dogs. The famine, they said, had done for at least a third of the
enfire population ; the misgovernment and vol organisé had driven
- over 100,000 of the inhabitants of the northern provinces into

Russian territory within the last six or seven years; and everybody
ho remained, and had money, was “ working the oracle” to be a
Russian subject. s

This, the latest and most approved idea, consists in assuming the
family name of, or claiming relationship with, someone already in
Russian territory, and, of course, prepared to back the assertion.
Then, at the first suspicion of ** zooloom,” or squeezing, you throw
yourself, by means of the consulate, on Russian protection, aud
successfully defy the authorities, who are afraid, as the saying is,
to intexfere *“ with the fonrth cousin of a Russian subject’s dog.”

The resnlt is that the Shah, since his visit to Europe, finding
that things were coming to a dead lock, and the old system wonld
not work, has contemplated introducing a sort of code civile or
“tanzimat,” isting in ion of i ible basti;
doing, cutting off ears and mnoses, &c., on the part of the khans
or governors, and general freedom from ¥ressnre of religions
opinion and power of moollahs—separation of Church and State, in

t: which, in Mahommedan countries, where civil and religions
matters are closely interwoven—religion Being law, and law religion
—is likely to cause a fearful muddle, and give the Russians a fresh
chance of outting in.

It being Easter eve, when every Christian calls upon his friends
and co-religionists, I went to supper at an American bn.nker’aﬁ who

was entertaining his clientéle in the caravanserai, and asked

and myself. He had rather a grand spread—salmon, boiled and
broiled eggs, cream, salad, pudding, vegetables, fish of sorts, roast
pheasant (it was April), &c., &c. After we had begun about ten
minutes, the pope or priest came in—a tall, rather good-looking
man, quite dégagd, and, putting on his gold-embroidered stole,
‘While ever{budy stood :5), gave a short prayer, and thea chanted
a hymn, which all joined, on the subject of the resurrection; he
seemed to think it rather a good joke, and afterwards sat down
and set to work like a man dﬂnjking healths. He had been
in Calcutta for several years, talked a little English and Hindo-
stanee, and, finding I had been there, began to * tackle* me on the
subject. I had to drink any extra number of toasts in consequence,
and chould have come uﬁy badly ; but the pope, having to go to
several other places that evening, had to leave, when they began
1o sing and T made my escape.

Next day they were all going round liquoring and eating every-
where; I was repeatedly invited, but got out of the swim on
pretence of business at the consuls. Christian people were
more or less intoxicated all day. It was dangerous to stir out, as if
you did you were collared before you had got a hundred yards, and
compelled to drink several tumblers of heady wine, on pain of being
considered » Kafir or infidel ; and no sooner are you quit of one
party than you fall upon another.

I was shown an apple tree in the court of the serai which gave
fruit twice a year, once large and sour, the second time and
sweet ;':1“6 the orange trees do the same here, some actually giving

5.

ravines, the poor brate stuck fast in a heavy bog in the middle of an
extensive plain of long tiger griss. The poor animal being unablo
to extricate himself, rolled o.er on his side with me, and, after
getting clear myself and with difficulty gefting the pony on firm
ground, I was obliged to return home minus all the medicines and
comforts which I desired to give my friend. It is not necessa:

in this paper to detail the long dangerous ride home througi
the now gm'k jungle. Next day [ attemx?:d the trip again, only
i er

a good manager, twenty-five men will without difficulty hoe up
for the first time one acre of land that has never before been
cultivated ; and, although the wages are so low—men, say, 10s.,
women 7s., and children 5s. (out of which they provide themselves
with everything)—some well-situated gardens experience difficulty in
keeping down the number of coolies. Although rates for labour seem
80 low and insufficient, yet the workpeople are able to gave a portion
of their salaries, as rice, which is the chief article of food, can be
purchased in some districts for 301b. to the shilling; and all native
articles of consumption, such as dhall, sugar, &o., are propor-
tionately cheap. The day’s ontdoor work being over, and dinner
finished, another visit to the factory takes place; and then, after
attending to the office work and settling disputes amongst the
coolies, a walkin the verandah (the mosquitoes don’ tadmit of sitting),
with a pive for a companion, and thinking probably of scenes and
faces in the far-distant home, the planter ﬁ.‘els pretty well inclined
toroost. A violent waving of a towel by a native servant takes
place to drive the mosquitoes from the vicinity of the bed curtain,
which is then dexterously lifted up, and falls again as the planter
quickly glides into bed.

In the ool and dry, or slack season, from November to March,
the planter’s duties are very light—pruning, keeping the garden
free from weeds, repairing buildings, making arrangements for
next season’s labour and tea boxes, or perhaps cutting down
fresh forest land for an extension of the existing garden. Now
is the time for fishing, shooting, hunting, and paying friendly
visits to neighbouring planters, or taking a trip to Calcutta to
purchase stores of all descriptions; for, with very few exceptions,
nothing is procurable in the shape of liquor or tinned provisions
at any of the up-country stations, and when it is, it is only at
extravagant prices for inferior stuff : for instance, beer at 2s. per
bottle. In cases, where some half-dozen plantations are near to
each other, the planters all meet, each man bringing his elephant
and guns, and a capital day's sport is the result, tigers, rhinoceros,
bears, leopards, deer, and other large game being bagged. Other
days the party will go pig-sticking, or perhaps coursing jackals
and foxes, or selecta large plain covered with dry inflammable grass,
8ft. to 12ft. high, across which a line of land is cleared from grass,
and a number of strong nets stretched the whole length (sometimes
half a mile), the nets being so arranged that directly a body strikes
them they fall and envelope the object, whatever it may be. The
planters station themselves behind’ the nets, and coolies are then
sent to fire the plain at the edges. The fire breaks out simul-
taneously at all points, and an immense sheet of flame soo1
rushes toward the nets with awful grandeur, consuming all that
standsin its way. The unfortunate animals concealed in the grass,
maddened with terror, rush before the devouring fire, and fall into
the nets, where they are despatched with spears, except in the case
of an clephant, thinoceros, or other weighty animal, which break
through the nets, and trample down all before them. A convivial
evening generally winds up the day’s sport.

Inthis article I have attempted fo describe the life of a tea planter,
such as it is, on the greater proportion of gardens. There are many
instances where plantations are situated near a civil or military
station, nnd the planter has the privilege (and it is deemed a very
great privilege by those who cannot enjoy the advantage, in conse-
«quence of bemi situated in so remote a spot as to render the act of
taking a wife there a cruelty) of the saciety of a wife, and is enabled

to take an evening’s ride to the club or mess. Then a planter’s

this time on one of my best endless
difficulties, we found we had to cross a broad rocky stream, the
waters of which, swollen by the recent heavy rainfall, were foaming
along in the grandest manner imaginable, catrying with them a con-
fused mass of timber, and undermining portions of the bank, which
would fall with a thundering crash into the torrent. After many
applications of the ‘“kookie” (an instrument for driving), the
ef’epbnmt was induced to enter the water, guarding himself with his
trunk from the masses of timber floating down, and we got about half-
way across, when a large boulder of rock started above us, displaced
by the heavy rush of water. is was too much for our elephant,
and, trumpeting with fear, he regained the bank we had just left.
Teating our way through tho jungle, we were able, some miles
higher up, to ford the stream, and at last arrived at our destination

late at night, and too late to be of any service to my poor friend.

This, I will allow, is an_extrente case; for, in opening out new
plantations lately, the facility of communication, and consequently
the p bility of labour, is i d almostas importanta point
for tte success of & tea concern as quality of soil. There are still old
gardens, now overgrown with jungle, which had to be abandoned
in comsequence of the unhealthy site and difficulty of procuring
Jabour and food. Many of those who have of late opened new
P i o p e rather indifferent soil to be found
close to the stations (indifferent only as compared with the
wonderfully rich virgin soil of the forest land) to better ground
in more inaccessible situations, During the time of the tea mania
some years ago, when tea com anies_daily sprang into

isan enviable one, for it would be scarcely possible to find
more interesting employment than that afforded by tea planting ;
and there is every facility for enjoying shooting and sport of all

inds. As mentioned above, one of the great drawbacks to the

rofession is the want of female society ; another serious one is the
impracticability of attending relizious service. In many cases
gardens are situated fully thirty miles from anychurch or minister ;
and if this were not i to prevent during
the rainy season, the loss occasioned at times by not plucking leaf
or rolling tea, in consequence of it being a Sabbath day, may be
fully some £200 or £300, as if the flush is not taken off the plants
at the right time the leaf is ruined.

Books and papers planters are generally well provided with, and
they are, as a rule, well informed of all the movements of the outside
world. During the Franco-German war I had the pleasure of being
connected with a society of a number of neighbouring planters, who
received special telegrams from England, which were sent direct to
ehetnems(: station, from whence we would get them by our private

ostmen.
P ‘When the tea mania took place, and everyone who had a little
capital was desirous of investing in’ tea, bakers, butchers, clerks,
engineers, and men from all eallings, without any experience of even
common agriculture, were en, to open out gardens. Ruinous
expenses were incurred, with one object of planting large areas,
utterly indifferent as to whether the plant lived or died ; inacces-
sible sites were selected, and labourers ill-treated, and the natural -
was ruin to d that i

a man, withont mﬁxperianoe of tea planting and its requirements,
or indeed without knowledge of the ‘;oi:v:tnh:y, was simply mstmute'g

Now tea is treated on the
ractical plan as other enterprises, and men of

s
same economical,
i ected as managers, the industry is a thriving,

experience are
S 5 a

to open out a garden on a partic site out
any gf the poingts now deemed essential for the success of this
branch of industry, and frequently the site so selected would be
sitnated as in the case referred to above. Now the matter is very
different, for men of means, and of refined, cultivated taste, open out
a plantation, not only for the profit and occupation it affords
them, but as a place of residence; and my experience goes to
show that gardens opened out with these views in mind are better
paying concerns than those established under the old plan. Coolies,
as well as other people, like comfort, which with them consists in
being near their own villages and having the advantage of a native
‘bazaar or market where they can buy, barter, quarrel, and drink

arrack on leave days ; and consequently the price of labour depends

& good deal on the position of the garden. >

"As a rule planters’ houses are not very substantial-looking build-
ings. Busas some four feetfrom und, and of one flat, divided
into bedrooms and a central hall, with a large verandah extending
all aronnd the house, into which doors from all the rooms open ; built
of rough timber, posts, and beams, cut in the neighbouring &:nglu %
the sides made of split bamboos, covered with plaster, and a toh
roof—is the general style of building ; and although the description
may not convey an idea of comfort, yet houses pun_sﬁmotqd in this
‘manner are ndmirabliudnpted to keep cool, which isa point of the
first imp The i h simple, con o
bamboo matting on_the floor, & few tables, easy chairs, and a
punka, is suitable tothe place, for not only would & room furnished
in the stlyle of our Englishapartments afford hiding places for snakes,

one, and gives employment to hundreds of
handsome sum is added to the Indian

an
our countrymen, and a
CHAR BARREE,

exchequer.
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) , drank a few wine with the proprietor,
:“Armuqmn, and departed. They were all civilised Mahometans,
jiproaching the Ferﬂgee in dress and demeanour, and talked pure
Thb:‘;”i;:s;rtwo beanilnEu.!J']ope. ey
Pl era‘,mu more or loss all over Persia, is dry and heady ;
S ywhere, as, the 8 not ri 0] in
Gt . b i i e

(R )
“oneless or Sultana raisins) into the mn:{ to make it sweeter, which
gires & burning aleoholio character.
the afternoon. the new consul, Capt, C., made his entry, and in
Armenian left for the the

it, which latter operation lasts sometimes till 10 or 11 p.m.,
itmg ]i‘ryga ‘amount; of laal%e::: been brought in during the preceding
day. Then there is the transplanting. to be carefu y attended to,
hoeing, jungle cutting, and weeding, lucking, and various

itios to keep tho planter's time fully ocoupied. On most

the gong sounds for the coolies to turn out to work atBam.,

and the r, who has by this time probably had his “ chota

hazree” of coffes and tonst, t]:rg{:u_sdn M;J fhaf!m (a lnngtbr‘i:(k1
ilding), coun! e number of present,

sut et ),’mu ties, under of sirdars or

work of those

the morning Henri and the or
Pedro, who was said to be somewhere
associates having mounted and started off, I began

ian waiting for one
‘b%:‘: mbenn, and was to bring some money. 5
think about getting Luigi to mako a start (ho haviv
3 proposed to
company me), wﬁmh, %‘owever, was not g0 easy, he having at the

; Beia Ssepmi.for. 30

i who are Tes] or_the

S supervision. Ab twelve o'clock the sounds_for
t, and at 1 p.m. to resume ‘work, which is thmonrnodn_n

unintemphdlyﬁngp.m.. when the planter measures uj ,mhm 8

work, for which, if nﬁduﬁo_ri..{l:n gets his “ mark,” or credit,

or, if mndnea insufficient, .day's mark. As a rule, with
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