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3y Hinst Bhinorenos.

W WeLL, Antoni, when are we to fall in with these terrible crea-
tures that you have becn trying to frighten me with ever since we
left Kuruman ; I mean the rhinoceroses and lions #°

I put this question to my Hottentot wagon-driver as we sat at our
bivouac fire one dark night in that part of the Transvaal now called
the Marico, but which, at the time I write of, about thirty-six years
ago, was in the possession of the Bawansketze tribe, under the
%I?icf Schipo. 1 had travelled to this distant part, which up to that
time had never been visited by any European, in order to fall in
with the larger game, which at that time abounded there.

We bhad had almost a surfeit of sport with elands, palas, harte-
beestes, and bluc will:li:h-i:l:!itta, hzving our wagon loaded with their
skins and horns, and were anxious to tackle the larper and nobler
oame such as elephants, cameleopards, buffaloes, and rhinoceroses
which were not to be met with nearer home,

“ Mijn leeve Baags, 1 can’t say exactly when we shall meet
with them, but from certain footprints and other marks I met
with to-day while looking for the oxen, I should not be sur-
prised if we see some to-morrow, as this pretty park-like country
with numercus springs of water and very thinly-peopled is just the
veld those creatures dﬂlight s

Antoni was right for once; for that same evening the voice of the
King of Beasts was distinctly heard, first in the far-distance in a low
gutteral growl which came rolling along like distant thunder,
becoming more and more distinct every time it was repeated. Tt
soon became evident that the creature had “spotted * our encamp-
ment and was making straight for us. As 2 precautionary measure
we had, in forming our camp, made a kraal of cameldoorn-trees ten
or twelve feet high sufficiently large to hold all our oxen and cattle,
‘We drew our wagon into the only gap left, which was the pateway,
lighted our camp- “fire close to and on the inner side of the wa n
and thus made things, as we thought, as snug and safe as possi
for the night.

In a little while anather voice was added to the first—** but more
Eruﬂ:cr and louder,” as Antoni said ; and then a third and fourth,
until we appeared to be surrounded by these formidable creatures,
Chur horses, which were tied to the wapon, became very restless,
and started :!nd Tb:ggr:d at the ticms in thur terrar, pnt[r.‘r:rl their
cars, and looked about them in all directions. The cattle started,
Etfui!].f rushing from side to side and would have taken to fight if'
their fence had readily allowed of their bursting their bounds. In
order to scare the lions away we set fire to all the dry stumps about
us and kept throwing blazing faggots about.  After the animals had
approached to within half 2 mile or o of us, an ominous silence
succeeded ; judging doubtless that the object that they had in view
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would be best obtained h:,.' cr:upin_g up with as little noise as p-uss:ih]e,
We concluded rightly that the unwonted quiet portended a storm.
We got our guns ready and were, with eyes screencd from the light
of the fire, peering into the dark about, to see any object that might
be approaching, when one of our men, a little Bushman named
Platjie, exclaimed in great terror,  Och [ Hemel wewr ! daar is bif
—miget nict praat uiet, stil o mif lieve senr,” His woolly hair seemed
almost to untwist itgelf and stand en end. He closed his eyes with
hiz hands and seemed to have resigned himself to his apparently
unavoidable fate, His great fear had entirely unnerved him, and
rendered him perfeetly helpless. None of the rest of our party
could see anything ; hutfiust as we bepan to think that Platjic was
frightened at nothing, a slight noize of eracking twigs was first heard,
and then the sound of a large object rushing throuzh the air which
was succeeded by the bellowing of the cattle in the enclosure, the
fence of which was burst through and a regular stampede of the
cattle followed for a minute or two, after which the elatter of their
hoofs was heard as they tore away for their lives. To follow in the
dark was of no use, so we took things as cuull}' as we could, and after
coffes turned in under wur * veld kombersen,” not, however, before
piling abundance of dry wood upon the fire to scare off any other
unwelcome visitors that might come, Woe heard no more of either
the lions or the cattle that night. When daylight broke no sign
could we sce of either, but about three yards from our camp-fire was
the spoor of the lion from the spot at which Platjie had first seen it
and from which it had bounded over the fence into thekraal. Where
he alighted there was a pool of blood and marks of a severe strugg_]::.
In looking about we came upon the spoor of the drove, which we
followed up until the evening and then found them on the banks of
a Hooded tiver, I'wo of the cattle had been badly torn by the lion
but none were killed,

After an early cup of coffee and an eland carbonaatie; we started
at daylight next morning in quest of large game. Chur party con-
sisted of an old elephant-hunter, a runaway slave from the old colony,
Platjie, and three other coloured men, We were all well armed and
amply supplicd with tin-hardened bullets and other ammunition. We
had not been out half-an-hour when from the top of 2 little kopjie
we espied twa large rhinoceroses, quietly grazing, less than a quarter
of a mile off.  The ground between us and the game was covered
with long =rass with here and there a little clump of bush. The
question with us was how best to get to within 100 yards of our
guarry without being seen or scented. Fortunately for us the litele
wind that was stirring was from the animals towards us; some
slight inequalitiez on the ground enabled us to pet unchserved to
within half the distance, but from that to within 100 yards of the
nearest rhinoceros was without any cover for us., The prass was
about eighteen inches high, only justlong cnough to cum.-eﬁ us when
lying down, s0 we were obliged to go on all fours the remainder of
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the distance, occasionally dragging ourselves alonz in the grass on
our stomachs, By this toilsome and anything but gracetul or
agreeable means of propression we reached a little cluster of
wachteenbeetjic bush, which was sufficiently large to conceal us
whilst crouching.

Here a whispered council of war was held, the order in which our
fire was to be given decided, and our guns cxamined and fresh capped.
Fortunately for us the nearest rhinoceros was quictly grazing away
from us quite unaware of our proximity to him and of the marks of
attention that were h:ing prepared for him, He was a hug-:: blaclk
bull of the single-horned kind, As Antoni was an old sportsman,
and said to be 2 dead shot, he was told off t open the ball with a
salute from his old * Beesloop,” carrying eight to the pound ; the order

. in which the others were to fire was finally arranged, I reserving my
double-rifle charge for the last. Antom took steady and deliberate
aim at the back of the shoulder, but just as he drew trigger the
animal turned his huge bedy a little more * tail on,” which, as we
afrerwards found, had cawsed the well-hardened bullet after strikin
the blade-bone, to glance off and to run along between the skin an
the flesh and lodge under his ear. This tickling thoroughly woke
old pachederm up. With a loud shrill scream, he wheeled round to
find out from whence the marked compliment came. He was not
long in finding out, and when he did he lost no time in responding
to our challenge. The bush was too small entirely to conceal our
party. On secing us he charged direct, ploughing up the ground with
his horn and with a deafening scream made straight for us. The
three men who were to have fired next in order ran for their lives,
making for the nearest cover. In vain I called out * Fire ! fire | ™
Tht.‘j-’ did net seop till they found themselves perehed on the branch of
a tree a safe height from the ground. My coat had gorentangled on the
formidable wachteenbeetjic bush, or I don’t know whether I should
have stood my ground as well as [ did. However, whether through
my own bravery or under compulsion, there I was, alone, within
twenty yards of the hupge enraged beast.  Tconcealed myself as well as
I could, when to my great relief the rhinoceros stopped short when
within ten yards of me, having apparently lost sight of us. With a
snort and a scream he pawed the ground while sniffing the air in
search of us. Here was a chance for me ! With as little noise as
possible T cleared the twips away with the barrel of my gum, and
tock steady aim at the back of the shoulder, as near as I could guess
at the region of the heart, as | knew well that unless my shot killed
him on the spot I should, in all probability lose my life.  Breathless
with anxiety I drew my trigger, when, to my horror, the cap
snapped. The noise made by this discovered my whercabouts to
him. He was in the act of turning towards me, when, quick as
thought, I bethought me of my last chance, my other barrel.  Click!
click | went the hammer to full cock, and with a great bang the
hardened bullet was planted just where I wished it to be, Wheeling
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several times round on his heels he fell down dead. ** Hip! hip!

hurrah ! 1" called out my brave (?) companions from their perch in
the tree.

Upon cutting the game up, we found that my bullet had pierced
the animal’s heart :mn:lg had dropped into the cavity of the chest. After
cutting off the thick part of his hide for sjamboks, and taking off his
horn, we lefe his carcase to the vultures ; and thus I met and disposed
of my first rhinoceros, P
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dititing,

Twuou, like a cedar-tree,

Didse cast ti\}r shade upon me,

Wearied and worn,

Beneath thy spreading boughs

My soul found shelter ;

Refreshed and strengthened,

She at length pursued her way,

Through life’s drear desert ;

Thinking of thee she toiled along,

The noon-day sun

Poured his hot rays upen her,

She cared not, for she thought of thee ;
Turning at length she looked,

And, leoking, longed for thee ;

Then backward sped

To reach thine outstretch'd arms,
(’ercome she sinks

Upan the burning sand and fainting eries,
“ Oh! come beloved !

Stretch forth thine arms and shelter me 17

Thou hearest not, I pine, I die for thee,
Vain is my cry ! thou canst not come ;

And I must weary out my days alone,

Y.
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