Colonel Roosevelt in Africa.

Twe anmual meeting of the Boone and
Crockett Club was held on the evening of Tues-
day, Jan. 24, in the Council Chamber of the
University Club, in New York., President
Wadsworth presided. After the reading of var-
iuu:i reparts came the election of officers, '|l-']'lli1.'1'l
resulted in a choice of the officers of the pre-
ceding wear, except that Winthrop Chanler
resigned as Vice-Presudemt for New York, his
place being taken by Theodore Roosevelt,
Mew members of the Executive Committee
elected were E. Hubert Litchfield and Dr.
Lewis Rutherford Morris. The report of the

Game Preservation Committes was read by J.
Walter Wood, who, as a supplementary report,
read the announcement about the new antelope

herds. primted Jlast week i FoREsST AND
STREAM,

At the elose of the meeting, members and
guests o the number of about Afty-five san
down to dinner, Mr, Wood offered a resolu-
tion expressing the thanks of the club to Major
L. M. Brett, First Cavalry, Acting Superintend-
ent of the Yellowstone Park, for the care amd
interest that he had devoted to the work of
capturing the antelope for the new herds, The
resolution was L1:II.'I.I'I.iITIII|I.1\|_'|-' =1||r]:|le:|._

Ap the end of ithe dinner, the president hav-
ing rapped for order, sasd, “It is hardly neces-
sary for me to mtroddoce to yoo the founder of
the elub.” When the applanse had died down,
Caol. Roosevelt began a long and interesting
account of his African trip. The latter part of
the address was illusirated by lantern slides of
gome remarkable pictures taken by Kermit
Roosevels

Alter a jocular allusion 1o the Tact that many
good people supposed that he delighted only
i blood and slanghter, the speaker explaimed
that he had gone to Africa not primarily as a
big-game hunter, but as the leader of a scien-
tific expedition which, he believed, bhad resulied
im the greatest single contribution o oor
knowledge of the life of East Africa that had

ever been made, There had been brought hack
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from there, largely through the efforts of Dr,
Mearns, Mr, Heller and J Alden ].I.H'iII.E.
nearly gm0 specimens of birds and small mam-
mals, zo0o0 specimens of reptiles and fishes,
and nearly 1,000 large mammals; in other
'n.'l:mlu. 1|-clu|.':rn 11,00 :n-l,l [ 4] upﬂ::imﬂ'lh,
among which there were many new genera and
species.  Most people who make expeditions to
Africa go there to hunt the big game, and it
is the trophies of hig game which they bring
back with them to the world centers. Few ex-
peditions have been sent out with the idea of
collecting the small mammalian life of the region,
and so that life has remained largely unknowi.

A large number of new rodents, insectivores
and small carmivores were found, and goodd
series of many forms were secured. A lintle
mectise, similar in appearance to our white-foted
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mvinse, was commaon, and shrews were fouand
abiindant under the equator, not alone high up
on the mountains, but also down in the lowlands.
A dwrnal bat, Bue and yellow in color, which
has the extraordinary habit of bhanging on a
twig in an acacia tree, dropping down when
it sees an insect—swooping after it in fact,
as one of our small Aycatchers would swoop—
and then returning to s twig or one nearkby
and hanging itsell vp again, until some other
prey appears.

There were queer big-eared ifoxes, omnee
thonght to be peculiar to South Africa, whose
teeth show affinities with lomg extinet flesh
caters, that wandered about at might and could
be taken only by shining their eyes with a light,
A great nomber of imteresting ohservations on
the life histories of many small mammals were
made by the naturalists connected with the ex-
pedition, Only a beginming has as vet been
made toward working up these collections, but
there 15 much material available.

Colonel Roosevelt had much to say about the
theory of protective coloration, so flly gone
into in & recent volume by Abbott H. Thayer,
He disagreed wholly with Mr. Thayer's con-
clusions =0 far as many of the African large

# I & -
w'}‘ e gl 10 Fi h
- C % -
: y

"

ather species named, a1:|m:|||.1t:|_'r :rrhtl':l.dil.'t, ac-
4.'-.:-rl:|.ir.||; ton Colonel Roosevelt’s ohservations,
the conclusions drawn by Mr. Thayer. The
speaker announced his belief that not -a few
amimals and bicds are |rrr.|-1:=-|.'li.lrr!|._'_iI colored, hait
declingd Lo accept conclusions offered with re-
gard to many African species, as well as with
regard to certain American amimals, such as the
prong-horned antelope. Some questions asked
by members threatened to open a general dis-
cussion of this subject, for which, of course,
there was mo time.

Colonel Roosevelt spoke of the arms uwsed
on his trip and said that for most of his hunt-
g he vied American rifles, taken with him from
this side. although friends in England had pre-
sented him with a double-barrel rifle of Eng-
lish make, With the army Springfeld gun of

r

small caliber, wsing full-jacketed. sharp-pointed
bullets, he had killed much big game up to the
size of the rhino.

The gquestion s to which species of large
game 15 the most dangerous—one over which
there has been much discussion and which will
probabkly mever be settled—was referred to.
From his own limited experience, Caolonel
Roosevelt is disposed o regard the lion as the
most  dangerous animal, the buffalo  next,
the clephant third, and the rhine fourth, He
recognized, however, that many men of great
experience placed the animals in a different
order and spoke a word of warming against
the commaon tendency to genecalize from lim-
ited experience.

It 1= always difficnlt to infer the mative which
influences an amimal when it runs in a given di-
rection, A beast may often ron directly toward
the humnter, who imagines it to be charging
him, yet it may be wnconscions of his presence.
He told of being charged by a wounded hippo,
but this took place in a narrow bay, the hippo
being on the landward side, while the boat was
toward the open amd deep water, and the
speaker could not make up his mind whether
the animal was charging the boat, or only try-

mammals are concerned. The hartebeeste. ing to escape to the lake,
wildebeeste, zebra, Thompson's gazelle and A recently returned African traveler told of
Z:Ili::_;il '!I |'|:.'\-'
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shooiing at a lion which started off immediately
across him, apparently not knowing the direc-
fion from which the wound was received. The
hunter ran forward Lo intercept the lion,
and when he came within plain view of it, the
animal turned and rushed toward bim and was
killed caly thicty or lorty steps away.

Beiore turning to bis  pictores, Colonel
Roosevelt paid a warm tribute to Buffalo
Jones—who was preseni—and 1o the cowhboys
who had been with him, for their feat of roping
and t¥ing an eland, a rhino, a lioness and some
other African wild beasts.

The pictures taken by Kermit Roosevelt
could only have been made by a young and
very daring man; many of them were taken at
such close range as to argue great enthusiasm
on the part of the photographer and great ac-
tivily in getting away from the close neigh-
borhood of dangerous animals. The pictures of
clephants and rhinos, both black and white,
were laken al ranges of twenty-Ave yards and
twenty feet, respectively. No such pictures ol
elephants, and of course, no such pictures of
white rhinos have ever been made, The Dug-
minre photograph of the charging rhino is, it
was said, the only one of a black rhino taken
at a shorter range than those made by Kermit
Ronsevelt of the same species,

The greater number of the pictures had to
doe with wild animals in their natural surround-
ings.  An excecdingly interesting picture is that
of the iguana robbing the nest of a crocodile.
The crocedile was on the bank twelve feet be-
low the nest, while the iguana—about four feet
long—was visiting the nest, taking out an ege
which it carried into the bushes and ate, and
then returning for another egg.

Perhaps the most interesting thing told by
the speaker was his account of the killing of
a lion by a group of Nandi warriors armed
with spears. These warriors sent word to the
American chieftain that if he would promise
nat to shoot the lion, they would show- him
how their people killed it with their spears,
Avcordingly on a certain day the groop of filty
or sixty men armed with spears and ox-hide
shielids came to the camp, and the white people
set out on horseback, to beat wp the conniry
amd find & liom. They started one, and chasing
lim on horsehack brovght him to bay and sat
min their horses about him as he lay on the
grommd under a bush; presently the Nandi war-
rivrs appeared trotting along in the distance,
their spear heads shining in the sun.  The
spear bas solt metal head four feet long, a
lanal's breadth in width: this s [fastencd o
a short piece of wood and the butt again &
af ifon,  Asd they got near to the Hon, two men
soprned im frong of him and the others scag-
tered out, each at a few vards distant from Dis
seighbar, wntil they had surrounded the heast,
Aow he began o gel angry, rose to lus feet,
roared farionsly and [eoked from side to sile
for some way of escape,  The monm began o
clise i, making the ring sosaller, amd tle gaps
i wite, At length, the lion ehargel
fiereely onoa num wha, halding bis shicld le-
tere B and  bracing himseli so thag all his
sirecdd out, held the spear above his
shoulder, and as the lion reached it gave @
a =lieht push fonrward., The head of the spear
erttered the amimal's chest near s slinoller.
fic-lsdl throwgh and came oot threnagh the fank
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on the other side. The beast caught the man with
his paws by both arms and sonk his testh into
the top of his shoulder. By that time, two or
three other spears from the approaching war-
riars had pierced the animal and in a few sec-
omds it was dead, It had seized one of the spear
heads in its mouth and bent it into horseshoe
form, The whole attack hardly lasted ten sec-
conds, but they were moving seconds. The
Masai warriors, we are told, consider that two
of them are good for a lion.

Colonel Rooseveli was [ollowed by Colonel C,
I. Jones, commonly known as Buffalo Jones, who
talked interestingly about the moving pictures
which he showed, He had taken to Africa two
or three cowpunchers and ten thoroughly trained
cow horses, and there performed the great
feat of roping wild animals as already described.
The pictures showed what might well enough
have been a lot of cowpunchers riding in the
high country of Wyoming or Utah—so greatly
do the East Aflrican plaing resemble that
country in general character. Horses, saddles,
fopes and men, all reminded one of the cattle
country, except that the men wore the helmet,
50 necessary under the equator. The pictures
showed the capture of a number of different
animals, including eland, giraffe, wart-hog, chee-
tah, rhino and a lioness. They were of great
interest. but the pictures of the wart-hog and
of the rhino were much more efective than the
others,

At the conclusion of these pictures, a vote of
thanks 1o Colonel Jones was passed by the
club,

Book Exchange.

Aumonc the readers of FomesT AND STREAM
there are many who are interested in old out-of-
print and rare bhooks om sport, travel, explora-
tion and kindred subjects, and freguent letters
are received at the office ordering such books.

In the wvery nature of the ease, however, these
cannot be supplied on order, and it often takes
months of search to secure copies, by which
time the person who ordered them may have
forgotten all about the matter. Within a few
weeks we have received from readers and from
dealers a dozen orders for a supposed book
called "A Boy in Indian Camps,” which orders
were called forth by an article printed not long
ago in Foeest axp Steeas, describing a book
published in 1850 and long owut of print. Such
books as Dodge's "Plains of the Great West,"
"Hunting Grounds of the West" Ellioit's "Caro-
lina Sporis,” Palliser's litile book on Western
hunting and others are often sought for.

Thete volumes and others like them contain
a world of wvivid interesting description of Life
im the open, as it was from forly to sixty years
agcy, and  fornish  mast  delighiful  reading,
O the other hand, because they are scarce, they
are costly by comparison with the ordimary oal-
door book, which has just been published and
stand< in numbers on the shelves of the book
seller.

s doubt there are many of oor readers who
friiess these old books, and others who wonld
be giad to posscss them, and we are, therefore,
making a special place in owr  advertising
columne, which may be called a book exchange,
where those who wish to purchase, sell or ex
change <ccond hand books may ask for whae
they necd, or offer what they have.

i

*Cross Couniry in Florida.

Ow the first day of the open season, Nov. 1
Will and I left the city about sunrise on a few
davs’ eross-country quail hont. We did not ex-
pect to do much bunting the first day, so lei
with but one dog, old Pete, 2 brown and whits
pointer: for that night we were to stop with a
iriend who lived about twenty miles from lown,
who had a couple of young dogs belonging to
Will, besides several of his own., As Charley
was to join us on the trip there was to be no
scarcity of dogs after reaching his place.

About eight miles from the city we left the
country road and struck out through the woods
to the southwest, as we wished to do a linle
hunting before striking the ford at Thomas
Swamp. It was after leaving the country road
that we noticed the effects of the West India
hurricane that had swept over the State a few
days previously. Down timber gave us more
or less trouble, and it was about noon when we
reached the ford, This used to be an ugly
picce of fording, as [ discovered some wears
ago while crozsing during a stage of high
water, but af late years the sand has washed
over the roadway and flled the holes, so we
got across without taking in any water,

Leaving the swamp behind, we drove up onto
an oak ridge, on the crest of which, under
the overhanging branches of several large oak
trees, stood an old log church. Two years be-
fnre, when Will and I passed over this ridge
on our way to the 5t Mary's River we found a
covey of birds near the old church, 20 we de-
cided to feed the horses, eat lunch and try to
locate a8 covey.

Od Pete was along on our former trip, and
evidently remembered about finding the birds
for while we were busy with the horses he
disappeared. The east slope of the ridge was
covered with a denze growth ol black-jack, and
as there had been but little cool weather, they
were £till in leaf, making it impossible to see
further than a short distance in any direction,
Toking owr guns we separafed and beat back
and forth across the ridge, and it was not long
belore Will sigmalled that he had found the
dog. YWhen I reached him Pete was holding
hi= point, but his actions told us as plain as
words that the birds were scattering, At a
word from Will the old dog erowched with
belly to ground and started to circle the birds
s0 they would bunch again, but we had been too
long in finding him, and before he had more
than hall completed hiz round-up a portion of
the COVEY Hu;hfd, followed |;|_1' the halance
The birds few in every direction, some coming
back over our heads. I made a clean miss with
vy right, but managed to score with the left
Will got in but one shot, but failed to score
We were pnable to mark down a single bird
bt by working back and forth across the ridge
Mete picked vup louar singles, Will bringing down
twe, while I made a kill and a miss.

Gomg back to the wagon, we ate lunch and
criaved a smoke while the horses were clean-
ing wp their feed.  Figuring that we were within
fve or six miles of our friend's house, we de-
cided o leave the road and hunt the ridges for
a few miles. It was good looking bird country
we passcid over, but the day bad turped of
wirin, and a2 Pete is beginning to feel the ci-
fects of old ape and hard hunting, we tonk it
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