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An Afrikander’s Journal

By JOHN A. M. LETHBRIDGE

VIII.—Lion and Rhino in German East
Africa—Wandering Boers

N 1poy | made my hrst trip o German East
Africa, intendimg to have a good look over
the eountry amwd if possible have some shoot-

ing. This can be had there at less expense amd
with as good resulis as anywhere in Africa, as
far as [ know. The license costs moch less
than in British East Africa and the resirictions
are much less severe.

You may kill as many elephants as you wish
o pay licenses for, each of which cosis only
[l nlrlrl:f! or, 'i' J'I_'Il:l. FT\QFQIP _TI'II-'I l.'IIﬂ.!-' EI.'I.'F ||:|I.'
ground tusk—ihe tusk which is on the side of
the an‘mal which rests on the ground —instead
af paying your rupees and vod may continog
killing as long as yon comply with this rule. In
the matter of other game you are not restricted
in any way. If one is able to sprak the lan-
guage, that is of coorse a great help, but this
is not necessary. The German authoritics will
be found most willing to assist in every way.

[ landed at Dar-es-Salaam and soon got my
small outfit together without the least trooble,
but then T speak German like a native and
naturally this made things easier for me.

For head hay [ had a Somali, which may
have been a mistake, as Swahilis understand the
niatives here hetter and are just as plocky in
& tight corner; at least so people say who have
employed them, The Somali 12 always inelimed
ta be a trifle overlearing with the porlers and
a hit gheeky with his master, and unless this
iz at omce checked, is bound 1o lead o troonhle

I decided to make my way as best [ could ta
Mount Kilimanjara, which is practically on the
boundary line hetween German East and British
Fast Africa, intending to cross the line ino
British territory and to work my way to Nairohi,
I.'h-l:ﬂ_- 'I shadnld oiagfut :l.:.'rirl {ovr my alioat m that
country and Uganda.

After T had been out for a few 1|.'|.:¢!. Eame
was tn be found evervwhere and im moch greater
numbers than in Rhodezia, The harfeheasta iz
of a different species, his horns turning in more
and being longer. In these parts they are called
koagoni and, as in British East Africa, are the
mast ahbundant, as in my opinion they are the
ugliest af all antelope. The eountry was hilly
and covered with a growth of small timber, bt
not too thickly., and it was ecasy to sce well
ahead and to get within shot of game, which
Wit very far from Deing wildl T Lcrp! hfrnd:[)'
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ont for some dave, doing about ten miles a day
which, with porters, 15 ahouwt the average dis-
tance in that eountry. | was able to kill with
ease, what was required o 1-:::-1'|'| ne all in meat,
rebra, wildebeeste and hartebeeste being every-
where. COur only difficolty was for water, It
was mol scarce, bt on the other hand it was
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by na means abuandant,
everything changed and we came to great rall
ing plaine, and them again to hills with some
timber, but a cowintry entirely different from
any I had been accustomed 1o hunt in. T Townd
having no horse o ride a3 great handicap and
determined o purchase at the very Arst
opportanity, but that in all probabiliy  would
not he before reaching Nairobi, as in this eoun-
try harses are few and far between, [ had with
me & double-barreled hammerless 30y rifle and
a better weapn 1 mever wish o pse. 1t come

Afdter getting will AWay,
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up ke a gun and for running shots I fouand
it preferable to a magazine rifle. For a hig rifle
I had my old g30-400 double hammerless.

My first real excitement came after we had
been out about three weeks. [ was proceeding
up a gully, trying to get a kongoni for the eamp.,
and as the bush was fairly thick 1 was keeping
ta a game path as far as [ was able, when sud-
denly | came right on a rhino, Luckily the
wind was in my direction, but he had evidently
heard me and wa= trying his best to locate me.
I had only my _j0i which was loaded with soft
nose bullets,  Foolishly [ had no solids with
me. Now, a soft-nosed buollet with a rhino s
about as much use a3 buckshot, and the only
thing to do was to get out of it az qoickly as
possible, which [ tried to do with hasie, but he
heard me and down he charged straight in my
direction. T ran some yvards faster than T have
lite, and coming to another
gully, which was nothing much more than a
washout, scram™led wup that and into thicker
bush, and there | remained for over anm hour.
At last T wvenivred out and finding the coast
clear, made my ‘way hack to camp as fast as I
eould, fearing every moment lest he should fol-
low. When [ reached camp | made a vow
never i go oul without some cartridges with
solid bullets, and when in a country where one
wis likely to find rhine always to have my gun
kearer with me carrying my heavy rifle. Bur
then you find rhino evervwhere. The next morm-
ng I started out with Ali and took the same
direction in the hopes of meeting my friend
of the night hefore. This time 1 was prepared,
but although we hm:lrd all day long we did not
ipe him.

The follawing day T had hetier luck, T had
been out for several hours and as the sun was
very hot was on the point of returning to camp,
when Ali pointed out two rhino about a quarter
of a mile away, They were standing on the
side of a small hill, apparently doing nothing
bt hasking in the sun. There was no wind 1o
speak of and to get up to them was easy. [
di] not care to approach nearer than ahout
fifty wards and there was no necessity for it
as they were in plain sight with nothing in the
LTRE T F'ir'ki:ng' nnt the nne with the 1nq1rp;'¢51; ham,
which stood broadside on and nearest to me
I aimed at his neck, shooting with my 303, using
salid hullets. At the shat he moved forwasd
a few steps and T gave him the second barrel
hehind the shoalder, when he solled aver, The
second rhino stood still for 2 moment and then
dashed off into some hosh,

For some minutes we were very ecareful, =a
as not ta be taken unawares by the other rhina,
hut he never returned. Going up to our fallen
heast | was glad to find he was a very pood
male and with fair harns—quite satisfactory for
my first rhino in Eastern Africa, [ soom had

ever done in my
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FOREST AND STREAM.

Ga9

e boye hard at work culting out strips of his
bide to be manufactored into kibokos at a
future date. The birds had already spotted the
kill and when we left the carcass they descendel
and started makmg short work of it

Two pights later we had lions round the
camp.  They were mot grunting, but roared oc-
casionally. [ have always wndersiood from peo-
ple who ought to know that a lion roars when
he has fed and grints when be 14 hungry. How-
ever this may be, these lions did not come very
close, although | noticed that the boys kept vp
large fires, evidently mot caring 1o sun any risks,
The next morning we honted, or rather T made
the bowvs beat out all the surrounding reed beds,
but withont soccess. For a few minuotes there
was great excitement. In one we had come al-
mast to the end of it, and by the movement of
the reeds could see that there was game of some
kind there. 1 thought of course that they were
lions, when out went two large pigs on the far
side. They were altogether too guick for me
and T did not get a shot.

The lions were around again that night and
the next day we did the same thing. Where they
laid wp doring the beat of the day was an enigma
which was solved in rather a sudden manner the
following day. [ had got the porters strung oot
and well started and went on ahead, as I al-
ways do on the march, in order to get first sight
of anything worth seeing, On reaching a rise
and locking down on the fat, T saw there a
bunch of zebra® and kongoni all bonched wp as
if startled, and looking in my direction. [ re-
alized that this could he capsed only by a lion
or a‘leopard, as they take very little notice of
hyenas. In a moment T saw the cavse of their
fright—a lion and a lioness feisurely walking
along not more than 150 vards from me. They
=aw me as gusckly as [ did them and were off
in a flash, but not before T had a snap at the
livm, which was asnswersd by an angry growl,
tuit mothing more, and the pair gaining the
shelter af some long grass were Iost to view
(n getting to where | had last seen them |
found a small blood spoor, but very faint, and
decided that it was nnt worth while to follow
up a wounded lion in long grass where the odds
are in hia favor. 1 souggested that the porters
put down their Ionds and make a deive, bt this
they declined to dn. T conld not hlame them.
In cases like thiz really good doge might he of
aree, base Bt 15 hard to be sure.

It was tem daws alterward that T got my first
lion in that part of Africa and then he stalked
out of & pateh af reeds right in front of me,
giving me an easy shod, and in & part of the
counitry where [ never expected lions fo be
I had been a long way with Al had killed a
very good eland hall and we were hurrving
bhack to camp to get the boys to earry in the
meat hefore dark. There was a watercourse
which was dry in places and in others were deep
pocls surrounded By recds,  We were follow-
ing thiz dewn on owr way when [ saw an
animal, which T took to be a pig, disappear in
a hunch of reeds balf a mile off. 1T rhﬁlqgh: aCr)
more ahout it until, a5 we were going past the
tpot, ouf came a lion. On seeing ws he stopped
fong enovgh to enable me 1o take aim at his
shoulder, He was barely ffty yards off, My
first shot knocked him dewn and T Anished him
with a second in the head. Hiz mane was mag-
nificent, almnst black, amd his skin was in the

pink of conditbon; m fact, he was as good as
I hive ever seen, but mot very large. 1 have
scen many larger, but none whose skin as a
trophy was in better condition. We set to work
and skinned fom ourselves with the resule that
when we got back to camp it was too late o
send out the boys for Iih-l'_! eland meat, and the
next day thers was not a wvestige of it leii.
Hyenas and other beasts had polished off every-
thing. 'We did not move camp, as [ was de-
termined to take no chances on curing the lion
skiin, and toock great pains in having it prop-
erly pegged out and dried. Here there were
great numbers of those very graceful lile anve-
lope or gazelle, Grosdii and Tlewsigond, com-
monly called Tommies, These [ had never met
with before. They carry very predty little heads
which look especially well when mounted,

A dew days after this we met with three
Dutch families who were rekking up 1o the
line to cross over to British East Africa. We
had a long talk and they toll me thai they did
not like the German laws. They had wandered
north all the way from the Transvaal in their
wigons, taking years for the jourmey. They
are, indeed, 3 marvelows race, The Dutch are
great honters, but are a bit inclmed to slaughter,
[ heard afterward that the game ranger met
this party at Kilimanjaro and escorted them
through the reserve, perhaps fearing lest when
they reached the game reserve thelr natural in-
stincts would perhaps cause them to kill where
it is strictly against the law to do so

As we marched | came across plenty of
ostriches, but refrained from shooting them, as
I saw mo sport in it. There is a great open-
ing in this couniry, as in British East Africa,
for ostrich farming. It pays well in Cape
Colony : why should it not do =0 in these coun-
tries where there is land enough and the birds
are indigenods? People are ‘usoally ready to
go into any farming cxcept that to which the
country s most suited. Sinee [ left T hear that
several ostrich farms have been started and
that at present they seem fo he doing well,

Kilimanjaro was now in sight, and what a
magnificent spectacle it Is with it everlasting
snow cap. | do not really know whether it s
higher than Ruwenzori or not, but Kilimavjaro
15 10000 feet aborve sea level On it are some
very heavy and large forests where can be killed
-pra»l:!ica.ll.:,r EVETY kind of Eame, Chie of the
porters told me that there were =till many ele-
phante there and o [ malde my comp with the

intentiom of honting for at least a week., Three
days passed before we struck elephant spoor
pretty high wp the mouptain, It was fresh and
next day 1 moved my camp higher up, 50 as 1o
gree me more time and chance to hunt, and I
wits glad encugh that 1 had done so, for I struck
the spoor of & herd the next day. Ale and I
had siarfed at davlight and had found fresh
sign which we followed north. ANl that day
we stuck to it, but never an elephant did we
seg, and the following day the same thing hap-
pened, and as they were now a long way ahead
of us we gave it up im disgust, The next day
I shot my second rhino, He was alone, amid
gefting up within twenty-five” yards of him 1
killed him with my first shot, We were now
very near the British line, and not wishing te cross
over for a few days, [ turned south onee more.

For one thing East Africa must be grcen
credit; snakes are not nomerous, as they are
in the Soarth, at least [ never have seen many.
There are pyithons, but .they do not appear 10
he dangerons, [ shall never forget how, down
in Soith Africa during the war, [ once awoke
and found a black mwamba in bed with me.
Thiz snake is absolutely deadly. Tt frightencd
me so that after the whole thing was over |
went ont and was sick.  Fortunately [ was quite
ignorant of the fact that it was under the
hlankets with me and rolled out wnconcernedly.
Had | known it was there, in all probability it
winld have struck me.

Here 1 shot an exceedingly good wildeheeste
bll, but secored him only after a long chase.
Sy first shot hroke his leg and he led me a
dance before 1 finally got him. 1 hate to wound
an animal amd to be unable to bag him. Some-
times it cannot be helped, but one certainly
should not give up the pursuit as long as there
is a chance of fnishing the poor brute off,

1 met another Dutchman who was bewailing
the loss of an ox that had been killed the pre-
vious might by lons. He also was on hit way
to British Fast Africa and had started from the
Transvazl and been two and a half years on
the journey. His family was with him and one
child was born on the trip.  After a long talk
I decided fo go on with him and made plans
tn start in two days. His wife—poor woman—
told me that she had suffered a good deal from
fever, and In spite of heavy dotes of quinine. it
kept recurring. She had even run ont nf the
drug, From my little medicine chest T was
able ta mive her what she needed.

Camp-Fire Tales.— Il

By FRED L. BALLARD

AXY wvears ago w; were !I.'ltﬂ.ﬂ'l'pl::]. on
Branch FPond in Sunderland, a region
mhabiied principally by wild animals,

ift the Greest Mountains in the soothern part of
Vermont, We were on a honting irip and ready
for anyihing that promised sport. YWhen Lin-
coln and myeelf returmed o camp one might 0
winder, e fowiul the remaimler of the pany
ciansiderably excied,.  Abowt svnset they had
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come across the tracks of a bear, and a scarch
had disclosed a den nearby, from which he
hiad come apparently to make an absecvation
of the weather and had then returned. ot
having the fools to dig him out. they had flled
the entrance to the cave with trunks of dead
balzams, thrust in endwise, and proposed an ihe
morning 1o anearth him,

“Ii you. want that particulnr bear very bad,”
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