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Plelstocene Mammahan Fossﬂs from. the
Eastern Border of the T1betmn Plateau

. y (Reéume)
, " Miomen Crow

(Institute of Vertebrate Palaeontology, Academia Siniea)

In early 1955 the Laboratory of Vertebrate Palaeontology received for identi-
fication some mammalian fossils collected during the construction of the highway
between Lanchow and Apa from ne‘u' Sochinssu in Apa Tibetan Autonomous State
on the southern me of the Huangho River.- :

The small collection of fossils contain a skull of rhinoceros, two last upper
molars belonging to the same animal and' a molar of a ‘small Equus which are
briefly described in this note. ‘

- Equus (Hemwnus) sp. . v BT o
A third upper molar of the left side (V.801).
The tooth is smiall, rather simple in structure, and without pli cabolin, 1t is

i

not unlike that of the wild ass in size and genral structure.
Coelodonta autiquitaiis Blumchh (V. 867).
~ The skull and the tooth are fundamentally snm]ﬂr to those of ty p1cal woolly
rhinoceros but different from thove of the latter in the followi ing points,
(1) The skull which is comp lete on the npper side is unusually slend, lon
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(884 mm), and lightly built,

(2) Ti)e occoi)ital region is rather low and less projecting on the upper side.

(8) The upper third molar is unusually small, volumetrically ‘about one half
in comparion with the corres ponding tooth of a typmfﬂ sPemmen from Kirin -(see
Pl 1. figs. 3,4 for comparison). ' .

Beside' those charac{exs listed above it is chm xc*enmd by the snnll nasﬂ. and'
fron’ml bosses, pu-tnl}v ossified nasal qepuum less downward curving of the anterior
of the nasal. These characters may all be attributed to sexual variation. In these
" regard our specimen belongs to a old female individual for the third molar lms
already been in using and all the bones are well ossified.

"The most peculiar feature of this rhinoceros is its long skull and the small-
‘ness of the molaw tooth, because while the  skull of the female individvals are
generally shorter, the specimen from Apa, though it s . compuaratively s]ender is
as long as the longest of an adult male. The molar teeth are in general of nearly
the same size for both sexes. From these and some other details the woolly rhino-
ceros of Apa may represent a geographical race different from the more typlcal
form.of Northern Eurasia adapted to mountanious region,

.emarks: The discovery is of particular interest because the fossil locality is
~in a region which is more than 3000 meter above area level. It represent] also? the
southmost point of distribution of the species.

. The "'GOlOglC‘lI age of the fossils is regard as late Plelstocene

The occarrence of Pleistocenc Mammalian fossils in leetfzn Plateau was first
recorded by Falconer in “Fauna Sivaliasis Anfiqua (1847)” zmd dlscmsed Tater in
more detail in his Paleontologlcal Memoir (1868). - : ’



