@ Departures

10 secret: Africa’s rhinos are in
sls. If poaching continues as it s, It
will outpace natural population

growth by 2016.

Worst-case scenario: rhinos could be
extinct in the wild within 1.

BYE-BYE BIG FIVE,
HELLO BIG FOUR?

Wildlife journalists Ann and Steve
Toon take a l¢ ne of the
radical solutions being proposed to
curb the killin
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THE FACTS

Last year a record 688
rhinos were Killed in South
Africa alone. With demand
for hom'in countries such as
China and Vietnam showing
na sign of siackening, that
figure iz expected to top 800
this year.

State and privata rhino cvwners have supplementsd armed patrols
and trackar dogs with hi-tech equipment, inclueding tharmal-
imaging night vision optica, military radar and even surveillancs
dronas. But with horn fetching mora than $60,000 (aboui
RES0,000) on the black market, poaching is big buainesa, run
by sophisticated imtannational crime syndicates. Kruger Mational
Parke, which holds 40 per cent of Africa’s total rhino population,
has baen particularhy hard hit, losing 425 in 2012, Private owners,

wiho account for mors than a guarter of SA's rhinos, have resort

o poisonirg the horn of Iving animals or dehorning them in a bid

fo deter poachers. And as the value of ive animals drops and

the cost of secunty escalates, a growing number ara bailing out,
with the result that vital rhino habitat is being koat.

LEGALISATION

Ag anti-poaching measures
have failed to staunch the
oas of animals, support for
agalising the trads in horn, from
animals that have died naturally or
harvested from live animals (i
grows back aftar cutting), has
grwn. The 54 govarniment
has signalled support for
egalisation, and e
proposal to lift the
trada ban could
well be tabled at
tha naxt meeting
of GITES, the
ntermational
comvantion on trade
n endangerad
species. in 2016,

& FOR
‘The CITES ban has bean
naffactive, and as a deaperate
measure we believe sustainable
dtilization is the only zoluton left,
argues Pelham Jonea, chairman
aof the Frivate Rhinc Owners
ssociation. 'Only horns from
accreditad private resarves and
provincial or state reserves woukd
e traded. Each horn would be

PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

identified by DA and micro chip.’

“ou need to think at a glokal
lerdal o you're going to condrol
supply and damand,” says
Jabudani Mgubane, rhino security
co-ordinator for Ezemvelc KZMN

Wildlie. “Wa're confident that if we

hawe a single. central selling
arganization to contral it, we can
make rhinca a resource.”

& AGAINET
Oppanenis argua
too litfle = knowemn
about the demand
or the amount of
stockpiled  horn.
Mary Rice, executive
diractor of the
Emdronmental Fwestigation
Agancy, porita out that a ons-ofi
legal sale of ivory in 2008 miersly
provided 'a massive smokescreen’
for tne llegal trads, as China faiied
to abide by aesurances thet noilegal
nvory wiould be aliowed to enter the
market. ‘A legal trade can onby weark
where there are stringent controls
in place,’ she save. “How can China
b= considenad a suitabls candidate
for imroducing a simiar systam for
rhino horn?’

Legalising the trade raizes

the prospect of rhinoa baeing
‘tarmed” for their om. S&'s largest
private rhino breeder, John Hume,
owns more than 200 rhinos,
which are dehormed eveary 18
monthe and the horn stored n
sacura bank wvaultsz. He's
sitting on a stockpils
warth potantially
marae  than 30
million {about
R270 million) if
trade ia legalizad,

*If wous put encen

threa or four tans
a yaar into the
market, | honastly
balieve it will reduce
poaching.” ha argues.
Thicae peaple who heve thair horn
confiscated, it's a big loas for
them. We'd be giving them a legal
option. Wa'd be =aying to the
burar: “You don't have to kill my
rhimz to get tha horn, 1'm groing
it for you amoemy.”’

DEHORNING

In a park the size of Krugar,
wihers up to 10,000 rhinos
are widely dispersed indense bush,
it's unlikely widespread dehorning
wiould be logistically practical
enven if the idea was accepled by the
wikdlife-watching pubdfic. | think we
resed to vienw the presanssation
af rhircs in our naticral
parks and reserves as
the sacred cow: wa
must not intervene
thare, wea must mot
dehorn  tham,
argues Markus
Haodmeyr, head of
Hrugers veterinary
earvices. ‘But we meed
a bufffer to do that. That's
wihere the pavete guyva could
come in if they had sdded valus in
kesping rhinos.’

Some private raaervas cutsids
Kruger are already deharming their
rhinoe. If thea hom fradeis kegalisad,
&N increasing number of safar goers
could ba viewing rhincs without thair
characteristic as=et. For soma
consereationists, i@ eeems this iz a
price worth paying. B
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RHING HORN:
THE USES...
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