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XVIL~The Travels and Collections of Johan Adugust Waohlberg,
1810-1856 : o Pioneer Naturalist in Souwth Africa. By
Count Nmws GyvipeEysrorer, FM.B.O.U., CMZS.

(Plate VIIL)

AMong those scientists and naturalists who in the first half of
the last century explored the unknown and almost unpacified
wildernesses of South Africa in order to unveil their Natural
History secrets, the name of Johan August Wahlberg will
always be remembered and honoured. Although an untimely
death from wounds inflicted by a charging elephant put an end
to his fine career as explorer and naturalist, he accomplished
a wonderful performance in bringing together—often under
the greatest hardship, and with the risk of his own life—
magnificent collections of different branches of Natural History.

His collections of birds and mammals, most of which are
deposited in the Royal Natural History Museum in Stockholm,
are still—-although nearly a hundred years have clapsed
since they were made—in an excellent state of preservation.
They are real models for ecabinet-skins, even according to
modern conception, thus clearly demonstrating his great
skill as a field-taxidermist. All the skins are carefully labelled
not only with date and locality and information about the
colours of the soft parts, but also, in several cases, with short
biological notes,
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The collection of birds amounted to nearly 2600 speeimens
of about 523 different species, several of which turned out to
be new to science, During his last journey to Damaraland
and Ngamiland Wablberg devoted part of his time to bird-
collecting, though to a less degree. than previously. The
Musenm thus received from him nearly 200 specimens of birds
helonging to about 130 different forms, more than half of which
are peeuliar to Damaraland and Ngamiland, and which
conzequently had not been obtained by Wahlberg on carlier
occasions.

Wahlberg was a very intelligent man and was never idle.
Being a methodical person, he always wrote detailed diaries
during his travels, These diaries were, furthermore, written
with the ntmost care and exactitude. Thev not only contain
extensive and valuable biological notes, but also usually
vivid deseriptions of the country passed through,—often
accompanied by well-drawn sketch-maps,—descriptions of
the natives and their tribal customs, as well as narratives
abont some of the adventures he almost daily had to meet
during his long and often lonely travels in a hostile country.

The diaries in question are at present deposited among the
| treasures of the Library of the Royal Swedish Academy of
. Sciences.  As thev have never been made public, elther in
full or in part, exeept in a Swedish newspaper and in a popular

Swedish periodical of more than fifty years ago, I have taken

this opportunity of giving a short account in the ¥inglish

laniguage of Wahlberg’s life and travels in South and South-
West Africa. This account has to a certain extent been based
on his own notes in thie above-mentioned diaries, but T have
also frequently made use of Wahlberg's letters to friends
in Sweden.

When I published in 1926 the account of the * Types of
Birds in the Royal Natural History Museum in Stockholm ™
{Arkiv f. Zoologi, Band 19 A, no. 1), Walilberg’s own diaries
were, unfortunately, not available for study, and 1 had to rely
on the references written on the respective labels. Some of
the type-localities given in the above.mentioned paper have
thus to be slightly altered. while some may now be more
definitely fixed, TFor example, the loeality “ Mohapoani,”
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frmn where several new species were described, is not situated
in B_echuanalan(lwas previously stated—Dbut in the Wit.
fontein Berge in Western Transvaal.

~ Johan August Wahlberg was born at Lagklarcbick, near
Gothenburg, on 9 October, 1810. At an early age he sl’mwed
talents for the study of Natural History, andhas quite & small
bvoy he used to make toy guns, playing that he was huntin
lions and elephants with them. After the death of his par.‘(—:ntsg
a-nc% after having finished school at Linksping, he went to t-hc;
University at Upsala, which he, however, soon left to study
forest_ry and chemistry. Having in due time passed his
examination, he was appointed Teacher at the Forest High
Schoot in Stoekholm.  Shortly afterwards he visited Germany
where he studied geodesy. After his return to Sweden hei,
undertook several official journeys to the northern parts of the
country as well as to the higher mountain regions of Norway
Thfz year 1837 becaming a turning-point in his life. Tlvzf;
Swe('h'sh Consul in Cape Town, J, A. Letterstedt, then paid
a visit ‘to Stockholm and promised to provide funds for
a Swedish Natural History expedition to South Africa
Wahlberg declared himself willing to undertake this expcditionh
further pecaniary assistance being given by the Royal Swedisli

Academy of Beiences, as well as by himself. He left Gothenburg -

on & July, 1838, in a Norwegian sailing-ship, and at the end
of t.he same month he arrived in London. There he staved
untl} 13 Oectober, when he embarked on tho ‘Eiconc:ro’
During his prolonged stay in London he assiduously studie;l
the material of South African birds and mammals Vin the
Musel?ms and in the Zoological Gardens. He made the
acquatntance of a mmmber of famous zoologists such as Bénnett-
G’rmy, Owen, Burchell, Andrew Smith, Waterhouse zmd’
Yarrell, who all promised to help him as much as they ,could
Aft_er nearly a four months’ voyage on the small vesselm—m;
which he had, on account of the shortness of his funds only
ta-ke;l a seeond-class passage—he at last arrived at ’C‘l e
Town, on 1 February, 1839, *

' During }.1is stay in Cape Town he made almost daily excursions
M the neighbowrhood of the town, He not mzly climbed

-
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the Table Mountain several times, but also visited-—always
collecting assidnonsly—Rondebosch, the Cape Flats, Camps
Bay, Kalk Bay, ete. From all these localitics he brought
together valuable material of Natural History specimens,
which were gradually shipped to Sweden. These collections
soon made his name known to the scientific world. Although
only two then unknown species of birds were obtained from
the Cape Peninsula, viz., Zosterops capensis capensis from
Rondebosch and  Streptopelia capicola capicole from  the
{ape Flats, several interesting birds were incorporated with
his eollections. ' .

He did not, however, satisfy himself only with the zoological
exploration of the Cape Peniosula, On 15 May, 1839, he went
on board the schoomer ¢ Mazeppa,” bound for Port Natal.
On the ship he met the French naturalist Delegorgue and the
German Dr. Kraus, who both also intended to make a collecting
trip to Natal. Wahiberg arrived at Port Natal on 11 June,
1339, after having made a short stop at Port Elizabeth.
During the stay at this port he made some collections at the
Zwartkop River. '

Port Natal now became his headguarters for a long time,
He settled down near the camp of the Boers at Coongella,
At first he lived in a small reed-hut, which, according to his
own words, © was quite satisfactory during the dry season,
but during the rains I am forced to write and work under the
shelter of an umbrella, The top of a firkin is my chair, &
mattress put on the top of two boxes, together with a blanket,
my bed and writing-table. The floor is only made of earth.
My nearest neighbour is Delegorgue.”  Later on, however,
he hought himself a small house for two guineas, to which
he then transferred his belongings.

Only a few days after his arrival in the °Mazeppa,’
Wablberg started collecting. He visited the Umgeni River
valley, as well as the environs of the Umkomaas, Umzinto,
Tugela, Umbiali, Umhlanga, and Tongaat Rivers. From
all these excursions much material was brought together,
and Wahlberg soon considered that his collections from the
coastal regions of Natal were more or less complete, Prepara-
tions were accordingly made for the carrying out of a long
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inland journey, during which he intended to visit hitlert
almost unknown districts. o
On 7 October, 1841, everything was ready, and he started—.
accompanied only by a young Boer, Willem Nel, and two
still younger native servants of the Amazulu tribe. Fis
means of transport consisted of a single trek-wagon dram;
by twelve oxen. With this small force he was determined to
Penetrate a country where but few Europeans lived, where
there were practically no roads, and wlere treacherous natives
made life uncertain for the traveliers. )
To begin with, he proceeded slowly westwards, passing
U‘ysedoom and Pietermaritzburg. From there lie éont-i;mecbl
his march, and the Umgeni, Mooi, Bushmans, Little .a.nd
Great Tugela Rivers had to be forded before he reached
Bezui‘denhout’s farm at the foot of the Drakensberg Mountains
A hailstorm broke when he was climbing these 111ountai11;
frf)m i‘:he top of which ““ T had a splendid view of a Jarge plateau:
with imnense steppes which, like the sea, are blendinz with
the blue horizon, and where the eve in vain tries +o Ddetect
and rest on & single tree or & bush. Nnmerous Lerds of game
f‘sueh as quagga, gnu, springbok, and hartebeest graze,.
in scattered numbers. Concealed in the high grass n:ea.r the
Waterh?les the ferociouns tion crouches, taking its toll among
the animals coming there to drink.” Without too nmcﬁ
trouble and delay he reached Wilges Spruit, after having
f‘orded the Nieuwjaars Spruit and the Elands River, from wher:\
Can unbroken chain of partly show-clad mountains spread
1ts:9lf before my gaze on the left side of the road.” At the
neighbourhood of Nieuwjaars Spruit he obtained s.everal
Larks, such as Certhilouda curvivostris semitorguata, Certhi-
Imu?a a.l.bofa-sciata albofasciata *, and Spizocorys cc:n'iwost-ris
cm:mro.stfris, the latter then unknown to science. At the
neighbourhood of Wilges Spruit he shot his first eland,
a'nd he also obtained for the first time speciniens of $he Blue
Crane (Tetrapteryr paradisea). The countrv was hilly, and
the vegetation consisted of short grass and a few scﬁétered
trees, the first ones he had seen since passing the Drakensberg.

% (s
Quite recently separated by Roberts as €. a. alticola.
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He proceeded farther in a north-westerly direction, managed
to ford the Rhenoster, Vaal, and Mooi Rivers—where the
Boers were building the town of Potchefstroom—and at Jast
he arrived at the southern stopes of the Magalies Mountains.
¢ I pressed on my journey,” he writes, © as T was very anxions
to reach my destination as soon as possible in order to be
able to explore the forest-clad slopes of these Leantiful
mountains,”’

The Magalies Mountains were passed along a deep valley,
and on 16 November camp was pitched near a place © where
o small brook ruus into the Crocodile River, along the banks
of which weeping willows are growing, these being reflected
in the smooth surface of the water, under which numbers of
crocodiles are lying in wait for prey. Now a time of constant
work followed, during which the hoot of the owls and the yell
of the hymenas found me awake, and the early choir of the
singing birds was being crnelly interrupted by the reports
of my gun” .

At this camp Wahllerg stayec to the beginning of Jannary
1842, having in the meantime lost one of his oxen, which was
killed by a ton. Having receivec from the Boers due per-
misston to penetrate farther intand, the Sterk Stroom, the
Hex River, andd the Crocodile River were forded, and a visit
made to the Basuto chief at Mamachali, where ‘Wahlberg
wanted to engage as guides and oxen.drivers “ two fearless
men whom the chief could recommend. I promised to pay
the chief two goats if the men showed themselves useful and
trostworthy. The chief demanded, however, an extra pay-
ment in fat from the animals I might be able to shoot. I
promisec him this, and I then got two of his warriors as guides,
the one showing numerons niarks of wounds from Hon-claws
and the other marked on the shoulders and on the face by the
hites of a leopard.”

Wahlberg now left the last outpost of the Boers, ancd “ only
for a few days we had some kind of a track to.a saltpan®
from which the Boers used to collect their salt. From there
the teal wilderness begins. We went in an easterly direction,

* Probpbly Hamanskraal, situated 28 miles north of Pretovia.—N. G.
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and after a long day’s journey through wubroken forest,
where giraffes and rhinoceroses were fairly ecommon, we
pitched our camp on the banks of the Ape (=Aapies) River.”

A thorny boma was built, in which the oxen, as well as the
travellers themselves, were comparatively safe from the
nightly visits of lions and rhinocernses, During the nights
Wahlberg and his servants often hac to fire shots to keep
the wild animals at a safe distance from the camp, The
black, as well as the white, rhinoceros appears to have Dbeen
quite common in this neighbourhood, and several were killed.,
Wahlberg’s most appreciated trophy from his stay in the
Magalies Mountains seems, however, to have been the Sable
Antelope (Hippotragus niger), of which he at st obtained
several specimens after twelve days’ arduons hunting.

Wahlberg stayed at the Aapics River until 2 March, 1542,

on which date he commenced his retnrm journey to Port Natal.
From lis second main camp at the junction of the Aapies
and the Crocodile Rivers he proceeded to Mamachali, forded
the Crocodile River, passed Blauw Wildebeest Kop, and then
continued across the Hex River and the Sterk Stroom through
the Magalies Mountains to the Vaal River. From there he
went to the Rhenoster River and then past Doornkop, Veeht-
kop, and the Dra-kensberg Momuntalns to Pictermaritzburg,
where le safely arrived, on 29 May, with a full load of various
beautifulty prepared and rare specimoens,

Hostilities between the British and the Boers were going
on in Port Natal at the tine of Wablberg’s arrival at Pieter-
maritzburg, and he was, therefore, forced to make a long stay
i this small town. On 1 August, however, he went down to
Port Natal, where he found that all his belongings had been
looted or destroyed.

In ordinary cases o rest would certainly have heen badly
needed after all these misfortunes and harclships, but for
a man like Wahlberg such was apparently quite nnnecessary.
On 15 August he shipped his collections to Sweden, and
a few days afterwards he again departed, this time to Zululand,
From Port Natal he first went to pay a visit to the Zuin
chief Panda, in order to get permission from this powerful
monarch to push on to the Umvelozi River in pursuit of

C
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big-game. He fually got this permission, but 1\;; \x:\ﬂ:(:ltl
allowed to shoot clephants, as Panda wantec} to (.Ii 1“‘ e
for himself. The neighbourhood of t}.\e- Ui 0}1[?21 \:&: yery
rich in elephauts, of which herds of m?re than 1_- i.mr ].I'm
viduals were frequently encountered by Wahlberg during
Cl;‘;‘;”(ll‘:}: .orders to Wahlberg not to shoot elephants 1({1(:1 111?:;
however, include his native CONMPanions. A jfow .O tp,‘;lied
were shot by them, and as Wahlberg generally acnom.rt)i;es "
them on their wanderings, he had excellent OPI?T“““} e of
studying the behaviour of the.se huge pachyc :r.rilbuge "
beiné hunted. This was cerbam%y of t.}.le grea est m;mber
Wahltberg, who on later oceasions himself killed a gr-esil b
of elephants. Two white rhinoceroses, _one Ie:?{]ar , ;mmus
buffaloes, cte., were, however, shot by hlm,. be;-l(ﬁes 1'_1\1 nerons
birds. Among the latter \Vahlberg.obtamcd specim 1};0(0-
three unknown speeies, viz., Platysteira peltnte pelt.a,tal,. O;;is
ninlus bilineatus bilineatus, and Buccanodon leuc‘otis euc t-h;
which were all collected in the forest-covered hills ncgr she
Umlalazi River (not at the ne-ighbourh.ood of the1 .m;n
River near Port Natal, as I have proviously st-zttet in my
account of the types of bircls in the Stoekholm A\Iube‘um}". oot
Besides these novelties, he collected, among ofllc{rs, '11 ;2 o
Poicephalus  fuscicapillus dee?cribed by‘ Pe:;rs.m ) {;,,B;iw
P. cryptoranthus, Bessonorms hzwnm:calw, R E:f)m%-yi .,,,ﬁmm
amelie, Francolinus sephens zuluensis, and *'zum-ft{'z» d o
coronate. Wahlberg himself had ap}j‘)arentl} nz-lc; o
differences between the Zululaud speclmens of t 07 o
headed Parrot and those of the typical form from{Etlraz‘lﬂt(.3
After his return to Sweden in 1845 he 0011.11119110(-:(. -01 ‘.this
a ¢ Bird Fauna of Africa,” in the manuscmpf of whie 1, ‘; :
bird was named Poleephalus pandee, a name which he, however,
q ished. .
ne:;f 1;11123 hrillim journey to Port Natal—where he aflvei
at the end of November 1842—he was foreec} to m}elt ;:1 Te
unforeseen three weeks' stop at the Tugcla River, w ]1)0 - 1cr
was unable to ford on accownt of high water. D j.}f)m:
this stop he suffered greatly from the want of provisions,
and was nearly starved to death.
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In December he again made a short excursion to the Upper
Umvoti River, this time in company with Delegorgue. 7o
Port Natal he returned at the beginning of April 1843, after
having shot three elephants and prepared two complete
skeletons of buffaloes as well as one of a hippopotamus.

In Port Natal he at once commenced to make preparations
for a second inland journey. On 1 June, 1843, everything

was ready, and he left Port Natal, thiy time with two trek.

wagons, each drawn by twelve oxen. He intended to take
his former route to Pietermaritzburg, the Mooi River, the
Drakensberg Mountains, and then vie Wilges Sprait, he
Elands River, Leenw Riet, and Vechtkop to the northern
slopes of the Magalies Monntains. He was, however, forced to
stop at Pletermaritzburg for about a month, as his fellow-
companion and right-hand man, Willem Nel, there became
seriously ill. Soon after the start one of his double-barrelad

rifles got almost completely broken by a falling stone, This .

was o great loss to Wahlberg, who had only a very limited
n_mnber of guns and rifles.  From now on he had to use an old
rifle, the barrels of which ou a former occasion hac been
broken, so that the muzzle had been cut off. The butt-end
was fractured by the bites of wild beasts and the hamumers
were almost functionless. When using this rifle he was—
according to his own words—* compelied to pull the trigger
with the forefinger as well as to support the hammer withBF]m
thumb when firing a shot.” Nevertheless he shot several
buffaloes with this rifle, although also he could only use the
left barrel | “

“ When I arrived at the Mooi River,” he writes, “1 was
}‘orced to stop in order to let the oxen repose, as they were now
m a very poor condition, and some were nearly dying from
foot-disease. The cold was iutense, and on IT‘Au;‘us{z snow
fell foot-deep. On the following day six of my O.\'E‘I'T perished,
and I strongly suspect that the remainder a’ro also going to
suceumb,”’ . -

After a week the weather fortunately improved, and he
coutd then stowly continue his joarney. The Magalies
I\.:[ountuins were passed, and from a settler there he bct;ught
stx new oxen. He proceeded forwards in a north-westerly

C
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direetion to Matlapinis Berg, where he met Delegorgue.
They, however, soon separated, and Wahlberg continued his
travels to the central parts of the Witfontein Berge, and from
there towards the south-east to Leroma, where the native
chief Pillaan then had his kraal.

From: Pillaan he received two guides, who accompanied
him due northwards to a place called Mohapoani, apparently
situated among the eastern parts of the Witfontein Mountains.
For more than one month he stopped at Mohapoaut, bringing
together large collections of mammals and birds, among
the latter several then new to science, such as Hieraaétus
withlbergi, Prodotiscus regulus vegulus, Mirafre passering,
Anthus caffer caffer, Eremomela scotops scotops, Amaplectes
rubriceps rubriceps, ete. He left Mohapoani on 27 November,
1843, in a northern direction. On 2 December, after having
passed the surrounding mountain regions, he pitched his
camp on the western banks of the Lower Crocodile River,

. or the Limpopo, as he himself calls this river.

“Mhis,” he writes, ¢ is the same river as I during my first
journey know under the name of the Crocodile River. Now
it has, however, become very big, and during the rainy scason
it overflows its banks and is surrounded by a forest composed
of the highest acacias I have ever seen in South Africa. The
banks of the river are clothed with a very luxuriant vegetation
of numerous kinds of trees and plants. With delight and
pleasure I spent a fortnight at this lovely camp, but then
a series of misfortunes commenced to happen. It accordingly
became necessary to retreat through the same immense
grassy plains that I had already often surveyed with such
delight from the hills surrounding Mohapoani. The fact was
that my two Basuto guides had deserted. A few days after-
~wards the two Kaffirs—who had accompanied me from
Port Natal—also disappeared. As they were almost indis-
pensable to me as oxen-drivers, I decided to pursue them on
foot, T left Willem Nel and a young Kaffir boy to gurard
my wagons and took only a young Boer withme.  To commence
with, we went together to a Basuto kraal, where I tried to
engage a new guide. From this kraal we separated and went
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in different directions, as we were uncertain about the way
the fugitives had taken.

* My native guide soon started to raise objections, telling me
that he had forgotten his sandals and, therefore, wanted to
fetch them at the kraal. He retumed to the village, but the
chief—who had algo accompanied me part of the way—now
told me that the guide certainly would not come back any
more. I told the chief in plain words that he had to follow
me himself if he did not provide me with another guide,
At last he yielded to my orders, and we were soon off agaiu,
but not before T had been forced to beat him with my stick.
After a while he absolutely refused to proceed any further.
When I tried to take baclk my rifle from him he refused to
hand it over to me. There was a struggle, and I had to leat
him hard with my stick. I was even compelled to point the
rifle—which, however, was unloaded—against his breast,
and then he at last obeyed my instruetions. When the
untrustworthy guide noticed that his chief was marching
away in front of me he relieved him at-once,

“For food I had only taken with me some dried rhino-meat.
After a while I became very thirsty, and as my feet were full
of blisters T told the guide to eonduct me to a place where
water was obtainable, Soon I got very tired, and the gnide
was sent to fetch water. He returned shortly afterwards
and told me that there was no water to be found, As I did
not trust his statement I myself went away in search of water,
which I, sure enocugh, very soon found. We continued our
march and arrived at a small river, which my guide—who
carried my rifle and tinder-box-—crossed ahead of me. When
he had reached the opposite bank I told him to come baeck
and feteh my clothes, but all in vain. He only continued
his walk, and was soon lost sight of. Ounee he returned in
great haste and asked for help from a charging rhino. When
I ouly laughed at him, he, however, disappeared for good.
Unfortunately he was well ahead of me hefore T had been
able to cross the river myself. At sunset I lost sight of him
and was left quite alone m the wilderness. I shouted bnt
received no answer. It was extremely unpleasant to be left
alone, surrounded as I was by numerous wild beasts and with

¢
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only a stick as a weapon, Finally T also lost my own way, and
had nothing to do but to spend the night alone among the
suall knee-high thorny bushes that the black rhinoceroses
like so much for food.

“T made a bed of grass and tried—but always without sue-
cess—to make a fire with the help of my percission caps that
were fired with the aid of two stones, near which I had put
a piece of linen covered with guipowder. Several times I was
disturbedl by hyenas and jackals, and quite close to my
sleeping-guarters the lions killed a blue wildebeest, the death-
cries of which were mingled with the roaring oflions and formed
o horrible concert. At last, however, dawn came, ¥rozen,
hungry, and with blistered and swollen feet, I crept out from
mny hiding-place and went in search of water, which I soon
found, thanks to the croaking of the frogs. After having
quenched my thirst T returnerd to the place where T had been
foreed to spend such an unpleasant and meniorable night.
Some Basutos who, aided by the vultures, had found the
kill of the wildeheest, tuckily soou tumed up.  They informert
me how to find their kraal, which I then reached, absolutely
oxhaunsted. Great, nevertheless, was my joy when I found
my rifle and otlier belongings at the kraal. The unfaithful
gﬁide, however, never showed himself any more.

T got a new guide from the friendly Basutos, started agaim,
and at sumset 1 came to another small village, where 1 sat
down in front of one of the huts. The chief was persuaded
to help me to find the fugitives, but all our united efforts
proved fruitless. 1 was very astonished, indeed, when I
suddenly observed my two escaped men slowly approaching.
They had scen my footprints outside the village, but after

agling some women—who, luckily, were unaware ofiny presence
in their kraal—about my whercabouts, and after receiving
the answer that T had already passed, the two deserters
gladly went to the village to spend- the night there. They
were, of course, very astonshed and annoyed to find me in
the kraal, and at onece abandoned all further thonghts of escape.

“ Together with my two re-discovered Kaffirs 1 returned
to the spot where I had left my wagouns. During this march
I suffered greatly from blistered feet, When at a long distance
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from the ¢ <
o the S;;:{iﬁ::: I (zlbserved nwmnbers of vultures cireling
sorions had h ,and I at onee understood that somcthinz
T was right mpx}ietled th.et'"e during my absence. Unfortmmtelz
my oxen were m}ofgmpu??ns. The two Boers were ill and ai,l
dead. I sncceeded f;r o Pl'Déftrate with illucss, some even
althongh seith the:l l'owever, m retreating to Mohapoani
€ the waties Led boss of several oxen, which, aecordinc;
according to 11,1 - per e blti.;el.l by the tsetse-fly, but which,
o el Y PE‘[SOH&}, opinion, had suceumbed by feedi n’r
T refr ;:;nzus grass.f 3 ing
. i ppears, from Wahlbere® .
simple, a . g's own words, rather
I hal,)de,ts 111(}035 hs:f:te,s’ thart it was only rather difﬁculzat‘fl{:l
only two sick Bo‘er(- When one bears in mind that he Liact
wagons esides ﬁves ﬂ:;l one I.-\afﬁr boy to help him with the
one can easily und o natives and two former deserters
overcomo.  Farthe erstand that great diffienlties had to bc’
the wsnal tearn fm-r;t:e; il:,)ofllafz ou!y‘t eigtl‘lt- oxen in all, and
There we A agons consists of twenty-four oxe
aCCOl‘dhlUrfor]l:;SI(‘?‘:-db,-and I:e, had to pass a conntry w?[\c;l(l
less tree: usuall 1; wors, - t'he fovest is composed of eount-’
thorny b}ushes Fﬁ](? COmpa,%-athely small size. A number of
like reeds, are syov Ereop f.\rs, lnte‘rwoven with tough ratan.
imPenet-ml,)le thi'gck :Dg in the interspaces, and constitute
penetrate excont f,; 3, thr(fugh which it is impossible to
have pasgedj 1{}01: tx}ere thinoceroses, buffaloes, and hippos
myself by ereepin, fol lfIm . [ have leen forced to entangle
As soon as he lid - 11? o hands and feet.” i
place, he was con; 1?1 P hl% new camp at a more healthy
from promising “P;’ e E? think of his future. Tt was far
of bustten and c;,t - was, _he says, “ without enough beasts
Nothing else was to ;Orse, without moncy to purchase new ones
or to commenes to ‘i‘done but to exchange one of the wagons:
to purchase oxen 51101?13 clophants for their ivory in order
31 Janare T stmrt.c . ?lloxved the latter decision, and on
fnithfal Toers Lt,“‘,-o ;;u oot, accompanied only by one of m
was passed Ol,lce o affirs, and two Basutos. .Moha,poanbir
march in g north_wreé and _froml there we continued our
steppe-count, M eterly dlrec_txou through the imm
ry. My Basutos daily told me different t[:;Ze
3

14934 Johan August Wahlbery, 2

all kinds of dangers that we were going to eucounter,
as absolutely determined to continue. Our
all bag of rice and an Ox-

ahont
bt still I w
provisions consistedt only of a sm
Bladder filled with roasted coffee, but as game was plentiful

evervwhere we had fresh meat in abundance, On the fourth
day after our start we tasted our coffee for the first time.
Ax a eup we used part of an Impala skull. Five days after
our departure from the wagons we arrived at the junction
of the Marico and the Limpopo Rivers. We stopped at this
days and were snecessful in obtaining one
ain continued our march for another
anks of the Marico, always through
nough we got several elephants.
ffalo beef, sometimes also on

place for a few
elephant. Then we ag
three davs up the eastern b
mnbroken forest. Larekily «
We fed mainly on thino or bu
roasted Tmpala meat.

« 8gon, however, it became evi
making plans to abandon us.
compelled to take their spears
always carefully guarded these in our tent.

«Tn due time we returned with heavy loads of ivory to our
main camp at the junction of the two magnificent rivers.
From there I despatched five Basutos with- loads of ivory

to my wagons. The remainder of my party then once mote
set out in a northerly direction, following the course of the
Marico River,

Limpopo., Soon, however, we came to the
which, after some difficulty, we managed to eross by the aid
of a fallen trec. The river was infestedd with numerous eroco-
diles, but we safely reached the opposite side, although one of

my men nearly got caught by one of these ferocious monsters.
and Lroader, and the river-

The Limpopo became broader
banks were clothed by a most luxuriant vegetation. In the

river-bed there were a great number of emall islands. Game
was everywhere very abundant. Five days after the crossing
of the Marico we reached the Notwani River. Elephants,
, and buffaloes were extremely common
f the first-

dent that our Basutos were
To prevent this, we were
, and during night-time we

“hippos, rhinoceroses
at the neighbourhood of this river, and two o©
mentioned weve shot.
_“We crossed the N
Limpopo for another day’s march. The riv
_SER. XIII.—VOL. IV.

otwani and followed the course of the
er had previously

T
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278 Count Nils Gyldenstolpe on [Ibis,
followed a north-westerly direction, but suddenly it turneg
towards south-east and then again north-east. My Basutog
now absolutely refused to continue, as we were coming intg
a territory of hostile tribes. It was with the deepest regret
that I was forced to return. Before leaving this interesting
country for good I ascended a hill to get a better view of the
surroundings. Extensive forests were visible in all directions,
and towards the north three high table-like mountains were
clearly visible. Towards the north-north-east there were
also high mountain regions, apparently situated in the
neighbourhood of the large Motosi River {=Pongolo River ),
which is said to run in an easterly direction until it joins the
Limpopo.

“When I told my native companions that I had decided
to march back to my wagons, they danced and shouted for
joy. 1 inseribed my initials in the bark of one of those three
high acacias that were growing at the junction of the Notwani
and the Limpopo, and then commenced my forced retreat,

During this retreat I managed, as a rule, to obtain fresh meat
every day, but one evening I returned to Iy tent empty-
handed. The hungry Basutos, however, considered them-

selves lucky in finding the sun-dried skin of a buffalo that

I had shot several weeks previously. After hav

the skin they bruised it between two stones and
consumed it,

ing- roasted
then gladly
On 22 March I reached my wagons after seven
weeks’ trek, after having crossed the Marico little higher
up than on the former occasion. As soon as I reached the
wagons 1 sent one of my Boers with a load of ivory to the
settlers in the Magalies Mountains to purchase oxen.”’

While waiting for the arrival of the new oxen Wahlberg
made several shorter excursions on foot iy the nei
country. He shot a few giraffes, one of which was prepared,
together with its complete skeleton. Ou a later oceasion he
moved his wagons to the immediate neighbourhood of the
Inkolube or Varkens River near Spitzkop, to which place his
faithful servant retumed, having bought eighteen oxen with the
ivory. Before Wahlberg undertook his final retreat he,

made another excursion on foot in a south-west
crossed the Upper

ghbouring

however,
erly direction,
Marico, and penetrated through the Dwars

I‘.',;-—l k. ()htbn, f—] N Iif. ..} 1’9
. e ” (thf)e g

During this trip,
th as to Buys Poort. Duriug
Berge as far south ¢

he
which lasted nearly one moneti]; B e
i s rhinoceroses _—
swicles niumezrons rhino : " it
. lntt xeursion was mainky undertaken to g o
ia latter e : fertaker 10 &
. Tmb (ut, the Keitlon, said to be @ chﬁ(,ru‘nt Emuccessful .
oy OH however, O this 0Cccasion e
1103 e was, , o RSB ‘
i o t a specimen of that anima o
B e in oo two specimens, but had to spent lf,, fl
. . o ¢ l |
succeeded in shooting tw ; Ltosgend o
mcwbdtdb rsuit.  <“After having seen this an cnd |
e had bee . j cies, a :
tml'ilmhqd l?een described as a chffere_nt s$e Db;:ain Ut |
: H
“'}il 1 ‘; ken great care and a long time 1O
1 have ta

| ‘l EI' l ‘Stl'i]l Uly Il!:l]l tilla [t ) d STme au(l 1 fee} &lmOStu ’
1ct,
".\t te 5

certain that no specific differences
On 11 June he definitely began e writen to o o
ivih 7. “‘Aliost every , - e

mwlfedh?ouns:gs.es as T was anxious to iilcorpoiz:)tsecfions
ack rhinoc N  anx incorp '

bl‘(; — specimen of this amm'r?.l w11 ; Sy "

un(lamt li succeeded in obtaining a fairly large sp

At las

r
1 7 inue my retreat. ‘ ’

i ushy continue . s

e e b went straight to Pilla

g 1 e
Tnkolube River raig e
g (;hsrotr? there across the Tlands River 1;]0 1\{215,;311 e
ey . and then to the Mool River. Attt 1s.f b e
BuffelSh;G lioz.f everything. Through the lack ot cf
he neariy 3

o srass-fire broke out near the camp,
o O g Sc;}rt;&:i;igg\;i}? fhe fire, ailthough our :it;t}’l?s
e bad m&mgi during our efforts to get it undiar conhere. -
"o bﬂflly_ b rrivzd at the Mool River Dl:lft, \{\; =
On 25 D lElL lhouse, in which he left his c|0 e: rted.
e rotarni ¢ at once to Port Natal, he again 8 a,t ir;
I“Etea'd. g remmmzn; on another excursion. He lxx;elitein
T, tWol ?Vg{grecti,on, v VVonderfonteit} and HE € vc;la nte({
ettt ig in the Magalies Mountains, as . ;: s
ot Settle'm'izn from the Boers 10 proceed to err;issmn
to' O od fron there farther east and nort—h.. The 1;:—3 uission
B o | ranted, he continued his tra‘fe s ad e
e e la'St l;;’fmef was forded near Mamachali, an e
iy vl‘vf 1 other rivers he arrived at a place ”
g v and o ted near the sources of the Gre

Haballahoans 00 = e rt excuirsions among the
Nyl Stroom.  From there he made sho o

1 1
really exist.
j e
his Teturn journey to & mor

.’ L I
“ only shot two clephants, IV aq = Javes

WFyu

Mmoo Fevee
Pt
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Bads B
eroe
coon forc:d,tbut as food for the oxen became scarce he w
0 return with his wagons to the s
Ke. ZON e small Masoha
At this lak
3 ke i3 s
foot tomre e th(l:e leg} his wagons and made an excursion
north. During this tri . o
of his o i 2 g this trip he one day lost si
o o panion when out shooting, At sunset 11;“ ﬂs bt
ce more - a5 there-
wilderness 1“;1(;10 lgpf‘lleq to spend the night alone in tlit
. e S e
banks of a rtiver ) :Imj pight-gnarters in a thicket near thz
fowls and monke-vs itl} :0119 company consisted of, Grainea
: vs that slept in ti ' o
D ! P 16 trees abov -
W}‘:;Eg Ithﬁ‘ night I was often disturbed by :}310 i
L v e o7 ileg
or plungi COl-ﬂf: distinetly hear moving on the sa (Zf%dlleh,
ing in » W : Hi-banks
the topgofga, !03- ilfl “ﬁalte; - -Early in the morning I aqc‘e;gl\c’i
ut, fired a shot, and w - . i
answered, Duri . - and was fortunate in bei
uring this eventful night nine of wy ﬁt-l,!ig
v native

servants hacd r g
ool run away, and ouly four were tl

v my heavy loads. ‘ e ot
our march.”’

DLII'IIIU bhls oX S10 “5‘ 2 i‘l[. t oW ] comnrse
2 ClUr 1 ‘dllberg at S fOl]. ec t]
e Tl Y

B
it none the less we eoutinued

Count Nils Gyldenstolpe on ‘ [Thi
bis,

!
1934 Johan Auyust Wehlbery. 231
fod on the wmeat,  When the wagon arrived we at owee loaded
it with the sheleton and Jeft the river.”
During the return jonrney Wahtberg was ouce overtaken
by a terrific hailstorm, the hailstones heing © almost as large
Twigs and bark were knocked off trees and
amaged by the storm.” A few days after-
wards four of his faithful Basutos were muardered by a
marauding band from & hostile tribe. Notwithstanding these
adventures, Walilberg, on 13 October, 1544, safely arrived
at his house at the Mooi River. Ten days afterwards he
continued his journey, thiz time with five fully-loaded wagons.
He came to Pietermaritzburg on 14 November, and made

Jiis entry in Port Natal afew days afterwards. On28 December
L landed wm Cape Town, after having spent five aud a half years
i Natal and the Ininterland.  As nsnal, Consul Letterstedt
gave him a friendly weleome in (ape Town. As there was
1o direct ship from there cither to Swedew oY Engiand at the
timte of his arrival, Wahlberg at fivst collected a number of

coa-birds in the Table Bay, such a3 Spheniscus demersus,
cellaria cquinoctialis

as goose-egEs.
fields were badly d

fMebet 1

. -2 of the Pong -
% east, eross:(c)llajﬁilfe“{:l- Then he went more towards the nort] , :
i‘. £ arrived at the ba ]:lmboem River, and on 12 September }1: ' H ydf'obat.es .pclagccus, Ardenna grovis, Pro ' '
;1" . ; wards he was 31;:; ‘i ?f tl'le Palala River. Two days aﬂ-(-i-t " fer_rulf.raoctmlzs, .and Tlu?ln-s.sa.rchr? nelanophris, speeles not

il 2 bull, the complete zlzslui in shoot-iug a very large :ﬂephant : 3 ohtained by him on earhicr ?ccasmus.

il o8 although he had onltj E‘f on of wf'hwh Le decided to prepare, . | He wem'} then to the' Saldan‘n&. Bay, where hc_rbrought .

! laborions and diﬂieuit} -0111{1‘ natives to assist him with ’Ehi-: ¢ : tage?lwr furthier co‘lh:-chon:-a of E)lrdS, alflopg which were

Y “ We camped amon:;r . ; specimens of' Fr(]mcohn-u.s iap_ousw, .Ptt-rms'hs ajier castanel-

] of the fallen giant z I.E; thorny bushes close to the carcass = ve;ntc’.r, .:’1:)0}'0!t:3 ﬁ';fra: 'a.fa'a-, (,-oh-n:s colf;zes coffus, galmdulwuda

E of which was made :OfC'ns rll?ted a rough shelter, the roo:f' L m-vo.s(? m'vf_)sa, Ccr?h-almida cm"un'ostrz..s curvirostres, Calendule

; On the second dav 1;11@ : _Portlon of the skin of the elephant : mag.mro_stns -maynm_)str-ts, Eryth.?'op-_a,'gut coryphaits coryphoeus,
i meat removed. l".[‘wg J;“nﬂl had_bee-n eut up and most of th' ‘ Pol-ws»p_zm m?go?ms-t.s r&-nyo?mse-s, andlast, but_ not least,

: the natives were then sent t . ; VEmm'gma-m sinuate, @ Species subseguently described as new

0 the y by Sundevall.
After more Qepeostnn

Wahlberg left Africa’s soil.
anded in London. He arpived
game year, after having been

wagons i
tha prlslgldof;;ltz] fetcli one of these. During the weel
N 1 eV ‘ & * Week
task with the assistanée I::“rf}ed L completed my arduons 1 ! ;
also to be cut through the & ou g two servants. A patl had thmé t“f} nronths _;'ijage hle- 1
2 e forest to enal . © ) . at Stockholn in Auvoust the
i}:ﬁ:}ﬁ;’ﬁd W}i;t:‘re the skeleton wus beinglekzlll)i b aIg 0‘:,1 ZO reach . o absent from his nativlz: country seven years and two months.
odour that } hyznas, which were ﬂbtmctéd‘ by t;h el When news rcached Iurope that Livingstone had discovered
of our stav was compelled to endure. On the 1. O avvsrful Lake Ngami,Wahlberg decided to return to Afriea. Although
ay at the carcass lions also showed the ast night i heé had been busy writing an Avifauna of Africa, the mant-
teniselves and seript of which fills up three closely-written volumes, he’

On 5 May, 1543,
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Count Nils Gyldenstolpe on [Tbi
‘ bis
interrn is work ,
e Eted ;l}m work. From what he told some of his friends
e l}:f}‘).rent y pl‘anned to undertake a large expedition a (-h ,
e Tican continent. He seems also to have Leeu es ec‘cr{l);t’
fmmm::hto explore zoologically the country near Lﬂ.ke“}l]\' lqa ;
o k::lre he sleems to have intended to penetrate t]zcg;t?::
. own platean that is drained by ; A River
and its numerons affluents. et b the Zambest River
I
LOIE{ Ogc}‘lcobei"l 1853 he left Sweden. After a short stay }
pondon! e s;a‘.) "id for Capia Towi, where he arrived at (,‘-hll"i‘;t;n '11:1
. n 22 March, 1854, he embarked on the ° W’itclz‘of t‘l’ H
t e

Wave,’ i
et e,” bound for Walvis Bay. At this place he landed on

14 April, after a tedious journey, during whi
v, 7h res
léa;c;a:aivlzil :;uz?:etia]. of the small is}andsg aloz:;htkzlecc:azzsslf
D ;n d?n order to load guano.
belongiu bt c{fl ing of the guano,” he writes, “all my
o 1;heoﬁ e stored on deck, where they got completeitv
rance, as I had ti
s:}l:;lscgll)lfecttonl the small islanclls at which we auc‘ttt;:(el.toIX\:T]t-
o land on Possession Island, Loug Island (whe;t

h Crew B >
L‘lg l b t € 3
t e (s Slﬂ ]lte et abon |)‘) 5ea 1[01].‘3 one b g ]!lftl(’ Of “}lICh

I prepared), Halifax T
’ ax Island, Penguin Is
and Mercury Island. ¢, Penguin Island, Ichabos Island,

Penguinb S 5C2 } 1

. (A p}'@‘ems d

; ! i CUE (LeINEIsHs ur

species of COIIllOlEl-lltS (1 ﬁafﬂc‘r'ocomnr l‘l{.C?:dltS P s
» .

. nesﬂe tlts & lldj . Ct)“)ﬂ,ﬂfus Blc ('l\']!e( ]\ed Glehes j ¥ ;I:tl)_ﬂ LS
.1 C 5 & ' ), €L ( n—J?

nigricoltis gurneys), Gan
. , nets (Morus capensis
species (Larus dominicanus and La—ruf im-rt);achbl-;;Is Sy

catchers (Hematopus moguini) Oyster-

biI'dS W a * E]l as sonie Slll'!.“ W i
ere (o - s € a -
1 14 th d Only ]Ilha.blt{ln ts O'E ‘hf)b"e bEtI‘ren i.;.l. nd dnlg
o ‘l ‘L!".

(13 I T 4
n Walvis Bay milli
ay milliong of de 3
3 ad fish i i
on i were either floatin
pelluting t};ece .of the sea or thrown up on the shore “lIlg
o g the an.d 51;011sancls of Terns (Sterna balenarum
. ‘ y and . dougallit), nus 'am’ ’
hvics nerous Flanii - :
copierus rubey : ) . amingoes (Ph )
,.ai orus £bei?. anitquorum), and two species of Sa'ua ((St ‘
. e 3 o
s lpFl szt.zcus and 5. pomarinus) were observed or obt ined
pevers ::mngoes were -shot for food. My belongi .
anded on the sandy b ched my canrp. tryme
‘ each, wiere I pi
o ; ¢ sai » where I pitched my ca i

OPPmat}\e f:ve:_vthmg as home-tike as possible vi‘xt‘tllupa tr?lrmg
ortunity I sent v sssic tation st

3 nt a native to a missionary station. situated

o 1 d

o~
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come distance from the bay, in order to hire oxen for my
wagons. A team of oxen soon arrived, and T was able to
move inland. We had greab difficulty n getting through
the drift-sand, but at last we reached a lkarge sandy plam.
From ltere the oxen were, lLowever, unable to proceest farther,
as they were completely exhansted. T was forced to send
them back and await. the arrival of fresh ones. During
t1iis unforeseen stop my three native companions deserted me,
and T was left gquite alone to guard my belongings. On the
following day some people from the mission at Scheppmans-
dorf, however, arrived, and I was able to reach this hospitable
place at sunset. A few days afterwards my seeonct wagon
also came safely to Scheppmansdort.

¢ It now only remained for me to purchase oxen. Together

with five native servants, and five ride- and pack-oxen loaded
with goods for barter, [ toft for the Swakop River. For
twenty hours we either marched or rode across a large sandy
plain untit we reached the river-bed, where we could only
obtain water by digging. We followed the river to the
neighbourhood of Otjimbingwe, from where we went to the
residence of Jonker Afrikaner at Eikhams (=Windhuk).
Jonker Afrilaner, who is one of the most powerful of the
Namaqua chiefs, received me cordialty, but teld me that only
four days before my arrival s village had been attacked by
the united forces of six other Namaqua chieftains. They had,
however, been successfully reputsed.  Jonker accompanied
me himself to the battle-field, where a nnmber of freshly-
made graves and puch blood remained as horrible witnesses
of the fight.

“T only stopped a singte day at Eikbams, as the chief
refused to scll oxen except for gunpowder, As 1 had promised
the British Covernment uever to give away gunpowder
to the natives, I went off empty-handed excopt for some fat-
tailed sheep which were highly appreciated, as game was very
scarce in this distriet. Instead, T decided to pay a visit to
Jonker's enemy, Willem 7wartbool, at Rehoboth, T carried
with me s message from Jonker Afrikaner saying that
Willem at once had to leave the district, and that Jonker
himself in a few days would come and see whether he had been
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{1l .. unknown to science. "1 ho
i . . ] . sehicgelii, all then e wepe anknown, and ,
obeyed or not. Unfortunately I clict no_f: succeed In my efforts imself noticed that these species wer ool Swedish
o to obtain oxen from Zwartbooi, as his people were on the ‘ himself no lescriptions of them to the 1\0}3_ .
. point of anarchy. Nevertheless [ got five oxen as well as therefore, scnt.( L.-e%[ “ (jame was rather searce, he wn ;—h
,g several goats from the kind missionary, Kleinschmidt. .—‘s.catilem.}’ O‘f S(::;zcagl was always oceupied by gettm% mf;;f ”
¢ “ We continued our jonrney slowly, and once my guides in his diary, ative servauts, I had not tinte to colleet m ql;e To Lote Hogaem
lost their way among the high sand-dunes, so that we were mieat for my na 1]; ember 1834 Wahlberg was ready to me .
:f“ ; without water during four days. One of mv Damaras then Ab the Ef‘nd]_,oikeef\*gami Unfortunately it is not deﬁntll:?n.z
v . . a afy 12 * . ake a8 0
| ekily found some water, and in return T presented him with the start ot 1 te used for reaching the take, as 1O hf’
i a shirt, a big gift in this part of the world, A% last we ap- | kuown ‘-Nhlc};nrgz;ed a;blont- it either in his 1etFEI"S 1?1'1);‘11“11:
. proached the sandy bauks of the Kuiseb River, where beauti. hla"" been ml, <. however, to have travelled via 0 s ‘h zi’
*; ful acacias were growing. As grass was very scarce, the pods dm.l.‘}‘- He SOE]TL ’\*osob River, Gobabis, Rietfontem, G ai‘l 0%
E j of the acacias served as the only food for our cattle. We had to ()t_]111a011011ﬂ,tt1:;€‘*t to judge from the labels of a wmber
+ | <ig fairly deep for water, as all the rivers in this conntry have . m_ld Tm}ﬁ" ?cd in February and March 1833. ALy, Green
1 : running water only during two or three months in the year, L birds co o before the arrival at the lake ke u‘.f)t Ar. "__TT:.
iy In the middle of June I made my entry in Scheppmanscdort, ‘ e A fwortl?_lght ?el?r ‘ who afterwards nccompauic:d h}u}l-}bGr
Rl During this trip T had seen a number of game such ag giraffes, Do an lmghsiht:i‘li:lzc Woami, 21 Novemlbir, 13553, W.a 11bird§-
s . . . . fo - (ate é ot T ither
; oryx, steenhboks, klippspringers, duikers, zebras, ostriches, Py a l'ettm” 8 he environs of the lake are rich neither i e
: as well as spoors of lions and rhinoceroses. T did not eollect writes © that the - did not at all fulfil my expeotations.
. ' - »in mammals. "Lhey did? . ichbourhood of
& much, as T was ahways in a hurry.” nor 1 \lecting trips I the neig
] Francoling and Guinea-fowls were often shot for the Besicles shorter cof 8

pot,
i but a small number of mteresting birds were also colleeted,
I

such as Poliokicrazx semltorquatus semitorguatus, Leniofurdus
torquatus, Monticola brevipes, Priniops eculorius,
’ DHCROPYGius, ote,

< Fahlber
1 shores of the lake, Wahl org
his niain camp on the southern s O v River, hich
' ) i sxpediti up the Laoge ) -
: a shooting cxpedition . This
wlertook a shou : . o Neami,
lfu w a north-westerly clirection Tus into Lj._ qn:& Wahibers
‘ 1Opec{ition lasted from July to Oetober ]’\iﬂt)l,l ‘thc exeoption
» : as Libebe. 1 - '
s far northwards as lLibe h e sii
As it had beconre too late to undertake a long inland journey reached 'an far k : Lirds, such as Lam profornis ))J(_,L.(,é\! : mete'sl ,
i ‘ that year on acconnt of bad elimatic econditions, Wahlbere . of sowme interesting ].; B ), [P —
A1LE ; : 4 y 7 g : ; : B beis wedii oth th : i
decided to make a short colleeting trip to the coast-land ) S Sigmodus retzii retzés ( calia damarensis, Cypsiwrus pris
| before the final start to Lake Ngami was undertaken. * The
‘ coast-land,” he writes, “is a veritable

Acfuetops

e I N il e s o A

gineus gutiatus, Vinago

N ; among which
; f ecords having shot game, a

7 ) , meoowe perns, ete., he record e also found the
! desert, with nothing i brachyp s During this trip he ¢
‘, : o lephants. —Luring . ; breft
il else but drift-sand that has been blown together into deanes, f o were ﬁf"rflell € :pof Aningn refa refa (31. m.),_ Scopu.slugelmo_
S‘ : often several hundred feet in height. There is hardiy any ! - nests, wi leg)g : € Rynchaps flavirostris (16. ix.), and
: ’h water, and only a very seanty vegetation, except along the i i b“""’m",":)m;’;’ i‘i;;;él’(m_ viii.).l
It river-beds. Rain is extremely rarc, but this is compensated : e phagus butlo

d its inumediate neighbourhood
d-besides those birds alregfly
. sntermediis

mentioned above—Pelecanus rrrfe:sc-ens,_ JI_ 'esol;hoi?ris; ;?;ihymhus
- chinchus abdimil, Lpht

Fhymchus, S-phenorhync. s whippiotapnind
brtzzgglre?.zysis Leptoptilus crum iniferus, Hagedashie k. hag
e ,

1 l@ ﬂdlS f- fazc”'u ll S (O. 1\1.)! Pl(ttﬂlefb ﬂrlbﬂ, 1 JLCEJLZCOZ}tEF us HEbEJ
¢ AL H

for by a very heavy dew cluring night-time.
consequently quite wet in the early niornings.”
Fron this trip Wahlberg, on 11 Qctober, once more returied
to Scheppmansdorf, bringing with hin a small collection of
birds, among which were specimens of Ammomanes (e,
Eremomeln icteropygialis damarensis, and Karrucinels schlegelit

From Lake Ngami itself an
he either obtained or obhserve

The ground is
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antiguorum, Nyroca erythrophthalma, Anas capensis, Anas
punctate, Dendrocygne vidunte, Alopochen wgyptiacus, Sagit
lorius s. serpentarius, Cuncuma wvocifer, Numide papillosa
damarensis, Fulica cristala, Recurvirostre nroceti (7. vi.},
Larus cirrocephalus, Eremialector burchelli, Ceryle 7. rudis,
Dicrocercus k. hirundineus, Parisoma plumbewm orientale,
Cinnyris talatale, Sitegra velafa velata, Xanthophilus xantho-
Dierus castonesguln, Fringilluria impetuani, ote.

“I am now leaving my collections and the ivory (he writes) in
charge of Letschulatebe (a native chief who had his village at
the north-eastern corner of the lake), and I am now starting—
this time in company with Messrs, Green and Castry—towards
the north-east. We intend to travei along the course of the
Tzoga. River (Botletle River) and then in a north-easterly
direction with the special purpose of hunting elephants and
rhinoceroses to get sorie compensation for my heavy travelling-
expenses. We are leaving Lake Ngami tomorrow, as the
unhealthy season is approaching, and several of our men have
alreacy had fever.”

They started on 32 November, but on account of heavy rains
anck thunderstorms they did not reach their actual hunting.
grounds until the begining of February 1856. They followed
the southern shores of the lake, and after five days’ trek
they arrived at the Botletle River, where they camped for
some days, Three elephants were shot in the neighhounrhood
of the Kwaebi Hills, On 5 December they continued their
journey to the junction of the Tamalakane and the Botletle
Rivers, and from there to the Madenassana flats, where game
was rather abundant. At Christmas-time they came to an
enormous grassy plain, and then passed a large reed-swamp
near the Mababe River. At the beginning of January they
had come into a more open and park-like country, where
giraffes and white_rhinoceroces, as well as bontequaggas,
blue wildeheests, springbucks, ete., were numerous. On
6 January they camped near a small hill, but continued the
foliowing morning, when they reached a more forest-coversd
conntry. They went still further northwards, throngh thick
forests, to a small vlei, where thev decided to stop. A small

i v bianm i s,
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; areen
hut was built, and from this camp hoth W ahlb;i im(i) tCal;nE‘d
made daily execursions in the neighbmtrhood_. R

' ﬁtwenty elephants during their stayv there, \ A 11;1:83
Tj‘tloizz:;hs&zreadful to slaughter so many of these huge cres
it see

i . atives-in the
merely for their tusks, for if there are no na

o Ol a e o] © l Q 'h > h\.a’;‘[[ﬂ.h
€ [ =

i s363 are Elbandou ¢

ne ahb 1[‘1\0{ I(l t-he CATCARS b X |

and the valtnres. Ivory is, however, the onl}}' OB e of
i this eountry with which to defray the heavy @
e i ; accom-
trﬂgz ‘)SaFebruarv Wahllberg left the mam camp, 01113:5: o
niec; b-v two ﬁamaras and a few anhn'ieu. ib : Vlah.l.bew
i Gre;n also left, but in another direction. SG X ana
211'1;118 t come back after about ten days’ a]::senfie,1 reer e
s o ' : ;OITi articularly as 1
i 'y becs orried, partic \

. mpanion Castry became W p o e
e ??11133'1&: to get any news from the 11at1vea. about Wal : ﬂ,:at
‘;Z:{ ] t On 11 March news was spread in tl‘xe tca?nft .
(Wstlﬁb'ercr’s caravan was in sight. Green‘ and Cas .:‘.V;d ones
D nt 0111? to meet him, but they immedmtei} 0 5:1[ .rl}wa‘_s
W 13 as he d 3
| 1 of his peopie, @

v erg was hot at the heac e apwars

2 “a]tiuio ci)e The natives who had aceompcune.di him e
- ﬁ . ceurst at pr
? o ‘tl;im the following narrative about the excurston, that §

i Wahlberg's last -— B ek
“ ‘l‘)?:)"rt the sm:e day as we left the wagons w¢ struck } tlte e
1 phant bul, which was foltowed for tl?-ttﬁi t;];e;

h e came up to him.  The bult was in company witl

when w

‘o remained at the
; vt vere shot, We reraince ‘
e g e, On 4 March our master killed

the voung one escaped. We

of a young cle

carcasses during the night‘..

the remaining old bull, whllct O e e spour.
i il sunset, wh .

s traclks until sunset, . .

s we without water. On the following morning

, and our master sueceedcjd in esi}l(:'(r)it;;ﬁ
ra. on which we fed. Towards t-i-lf:‘ evening w . : e
:tz:.bsn"mll vlei, where we spent the mght: (;1[1;13 3011:{' b
again took up the pursuit, and at noon we ; e mmoon
took a short rest at a smali vﬂlage. _11 : o
:’]eleza‘:tid again, and towards the evening we 0\-e}‘t;300aeﬂler
elephant on : fairly open plain. The bull tvlw zi]nz: ds,:_e o
witll another old one. We approaclied th

e e e

although we were
we again continued

K\‘\! o ?"1
4 "Ei;y{r\.un i
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ﬂa; “0; ;;ligvgllli?ﬁgdﬁTCCI at the young bull, which, howprver
stantiy killed, but escaped to iv d
o , wards the river-hod,
o spor 1:V1]:?aiter now ordered us to drive the elephant towards
b ];c he pointed out to us, and at whieh he intcn(lcc.l
o fr:: e }t;he “,founded animal,  We sueceeded in drivine
bl 311 ttle tgl_cket by means of a shot, and the infuri-lto?l
' 1e direction of the pla . (
Y place where W,
atfu(l)dmg,fbut, unfortunately, out of range for him.  Wahlb
e ! . . ahlberg
N nq;ie ()IflOWed the bull, this time only accompanicd lf?
oty 1r-:)m t‘he neighbouring village. The efeph'u;i
e _u;l(())n v contmuec_{ his flight for a short distance, and tool',
e ch ng some thick bushes, When Wahlberg arrich
o Sh,o 0te_ ::lacis suddenly charged. Our master had no tim(e
b a;]inl-ﬂ \’;fz?s.tillmom1 t(') the ground and at once killed
V;‘&h[bergs ;iéex ;ss ’;l;ei disappeared, trumpeting furiowsly
‘ oken at the butt.end i by
N : : el and s 7
frightfully mutilated. We dug & deep grave at tl;ul;['}dv::
& € + 100

'Of a ]ﬂl‘ﬁe tI‘ ]I[ I-B I i {
e T Hnwo
. .V.D 3 : hlm herc, a1l l nj{l(][} a s 11"1“ I
0 r hl.‘:- ]aSt I‘[‘-btlllg-place ” ' " [

ahtberg was

In. Sll(‘h t agIc W 5.‘ M < =3
) T & a t'he career Of & most d'—l[ 115 ek‘

il b )
-hl IIteI all([ Oi one Of t’] e most dlSt}IIIU lllEsh( (1 ()1(
alld I]atulahf:tq Wilg ¥ l[] S er ]. d. magnt e[lt (O”U =
1 ﬂ.rb 1 t'] e Thf} 1 g ﬁC C
thlIb thv.ltl he ]1‘1({1 SHUCCBC[C 1 = 4
Cl I b[lnglng tODLthD] VVI“ 1[\-‘&‘{3
btdll([ as a ldst}lllg montimnent tO th(} memory Uf

\Vlth_out weariness and despair
all his energy ’

phant-
l-time explorers

- a man who,
spent the prime of his 1
to bri - ' is life and
S0l o bring honour to his native country, and wi
]:tp' pose was to be useful to soience ’ vilose
is a e . :
great pity that time never permitted Wahlberg fo

fulfit his intenti ishi ‘
rah ion of publishing an Avifauna of Africa, As

already ¢ i i
Lt e (t} \ Ic'ursonly mentioned, there are kept in the
oy of fie Royal Swedish Acadomy of Seiences threel
mannseript  whi i
um el contain o
rolnes ahl  carefully-draw
lp.tlona, measurements, biological notes rischie
species i
pecies of birds that were then known to i
continent and islands,

, ete., of all such
. nhabit the African
the Latin T 1ok , hese notes, generally written in
tont. fgnens m:l gb, are often accompanied by well-drawn
o t(a.(si é};liiums.célf. Had time permitted him to
& standard work f(;r a 1,-:)nzjg‘vicin‘:(lalEL wouid eortainly bave been

—~
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Those people who cousider that Wahtberg only showed
o hunter’s cagerness to pursue and kill as much as possible
for the purpose of getting a record bag are greatly mistaker.
To himn the study of Natural History was the sole motive,
and the hope of bringing together oollections whicl would
e of value from a scientific point of view helped him to keep
np his spirit during his lonely and adventurons journeys.

The numerous animals whick he shot were, in the first place,
meant to benefit seience and, secondly, for food, or sometimes
i order to save hiz own life on critical occasions, never for the
pleasure of killing or to poast about., It is not definitely
Lnown how mauy clephants or other big-game were shot
by himself or by his comparions during his lengthy travels
in the former game-paradise of South Africa, but they are
eertainly not few.

Wahlberg's character, as well as his mtental ability, were
extraordinary. He vever told a lic, and ke always avoided
anything that could burt the feelings of other people-
Qociety hfe, in which he seldom, and then unwillingly, took
part, was almost a torment to hin. At times Ius modesty
approached shyuess, and he generally kept lis feelings to

himself, being rather tacturn. He was very kind-hearted,
and cutting words worried It often anore thau they should
have. He was a man without guile, aucd as a naturalist
undoubtedly one of the very first.

Tt is to be regretted that a comprehensive aceount of the
ornithological collections brought together by Wallberg
has never been published. Since neariy a hundred years
have now elapsed since he commenced his pioneer work in
Africa, it seenis to be the right moment to give at least this
short summary of his travels. As already stated above,
a great number of the bivds collected by Wahlberg are stitl

kept in the Royal Natural History Museum in Stockholm,
where they form the nuclens to the African collections.
In addition, numbers of his specimens were exchanged
~with the. principal Musewms in Furope, such as the British
Museum, the Berlin and Leyden Musewms, ete., and some
were also presented to several provincial Museuns in
Sweden,

e ———
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I have taken this opportunity to give a revised list of the
t-){pe-loca]itios of such new birds as were ﬂbtainvd‘ blL
Wa-hibe.rg, and which, through a study of his diaries, it h ’
been possible to fix definitely :— -

I

Resm'ctec% Type-localities of certwin Birds described from Material
o{)tamed by J. A WanLseRG. (The remaining ones have
already been properly fixed : ¢f. Arki e
1. 1, 1926.) /. Arkiv £ Zoologi, Bd. 10 4,

Aq;-fa'la ?!a-hlbe-rgi Sundev.==Hicranétus wahlbergi Sundev
ype-locality.—Moh ni, Wi i I, T
loca Y ohapoani, Witfontein Berge, W. Trans.
Charadrius frontalis Sundev.== Stephanibyz ugubris Less
Type-locality.—Umhlanga River, Victoria District Nfitﬂ
Buceros epirhinus Sundev.=Lo, : ; e
e ev.==Loploceros nasutus epivhinus
Type-locality.—Cp ! 1 i
. per Crocodile Riv ; i
—— er, 8.W. of Pretoria,
Megalema  bilineate  Su ;
/ _ ndev.=Pogontulus biline i
linegtus Sundev. gontutus bilineats bi-
Type-locality.—VUmlalazi River, Zuhiand.
HMHegaleeme lewcotis Sundev.—B :
ot ndev.= Buccanodon leucoiis leucolis
Type-locality —Umlalazi River, Zululand.

Proflat-isms K V= 4
?éﬂﬂllw Suncle Py L
V. } Od‘Ot'LSCQtS e f U
. gul 3 regulua

Type-loeatity —Mohapoani, Wi .
vaal. ¥ hapoani, Witfontein Berge, W. Trans-

R ;ﬂﬂfmzpaa;erim Gyldenst.== Mirafra passering Gyldenst
ypa-localty.—3Noh i, Wi i ; ,
o 2 ohapoani, Witfontein Berge, W. Trans-

Alowde fosciolnta Sundev.=¢ s asciolat

S, orypht  fasciolate  fasciolatn
Type-locality—North of Potchefstroom. Transvaal
Aloude  breviunguis ; =f ’ 4 ;

o I Sundey. elerocorys  breviunguis

Type-locality ~Spitzko \
. P, N. of Wit ; N
W. Transvaal. itfontein  Berge,

L’ 3
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Alaudn fringilloris Sundev.= Botha fringillaris fringilloris

Sundev.
Type-locality —Leeuw Spruit, Heilbron District, Orange

River Colony.
Alauda conirostris Sundev.=Spzocorys conirostris Coniros-

tris Sundev.
Type-locmlity.——Vechtkop, 8. of Heilbron, Orange River

Clolony.

Anthus caffer Sundev.==Anthus caffer caffer Sundev.
Type:locwlity.v—Mohapoani, Witfontein Berge, W. Trans-

vaal.
Anthus linetventris Sundev.= Anthus lneiventris Sundev. .
Type-locality—Dwars Berge, Marico District, W. Trans-

vaal.
Platystira peltato Sundev.= Platysteira peliata peliaia Sundev.
Type-loeality —Umnlalazi River, Zuinland.

Pogonocichla marguritale Sundev.—Pogonocichla stellate stel-

lote Vieall.
Type-locality.~-Upper Umgeni River, Natal.
Eremomela  scotops Sundev.=Eremomela  scolops  scolops

Sundev.
Type~lacality.--Mohap0ani, Witfontein Berge, W. Trans-
vaal. .
Camaroptera  olivaces Sundev.=Cameropters  brachyura
brachyura Vieill.

Type-locality —Umkomaas River, Durban District, Natal.

Drymoica chloris Sundev.=Cisticola natalensis natalensis

-A. Bmith.
Type-locality._Pietermaritzbnrg, Natal.

. Drymoica fulvifrons Sundev.= Cisticole galactoles guluciotes
Temm.

_ Type-locality.—Umvoti River, Victoria District, Natal.

Hirundo semirufo Sundev.—= Hirundo semirufe semirufa

Sundev.
Type-locality—Magalies  Berge, junction of Hennops
River and Crocodile River, 8.W. of Pretoria,

Transvaal.
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XVIL—-On the Forms of Leucosticte arctoa {Pall.).
By E. V. Kozrova.

Ix ;cl_le summer of 1929 T was at the head of the zoologjeal
%aﬁ- ¥ o.f . thci Mongolian  Expedition which, in expl;rincr
o arll)gal in kori-:hem Mongolia, had, at the suggestion of t-hl;
a. e Prof, Su-shk‘m, as its main object the investization of t}
high mountain fauna of that countev. ) -
Otzﬁsiﬁutle Ifhe' 1('1%15)51 of the snow-clad mountain swmmit 6f
-tengni (: m.}), 140 km. to the eas il
ngri . . st of Ulinssutai
:r::w fa{lty discovered the breeding-quarters of Leucostéctr;
- » here represented by a very well-defined i
race, deseribed by me bel:jw whi g
: X . and which T propos
Leucosticte arcton sushiini, subsp. nov. propose o nawe
fASt !:he present time the Zoological Musewn of the Academs
E clences possesses a sufficient number of specimens of
cucosticte arcion to enable me to i
uco to en recognize three distinet
'foilm;- of tlhe White-winged Mountain-Finch, of which one
inha 1‘&3 Central and Southern Altai, another the Sayans
with its range extending eastwards to the Khamardabari‘

mountain range, skirting the so '
. ; + south-eastern shores e
Baikal, and the third the Khangai. shores of fake

C
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With the recognition of a new geographical race of Leuco-
sticte arctoe from the Khangai and a confirmation of the
existence of the Tace cognate Madaraz from the Sayans (ferre
typica—the Tunkin Alps), the question arises as to which
form should be considered the typical one.

Pallas, in his * Zoographia Rosso-Asiatica’ {vol. i, p. 21),
as was pointed out in his time by Brandt *, describes under
the one specific name of Pesser arcloa three distinet
species of Leucosticle, of which “var. o is eguivalent to
Leucosticte arcton, * var. B and “var. B, to Leucosticte
hromneinucha, and * var. y 7 to Leucosticte griseonucha. With
regard to the last two, Pallas quite correctly indicates their
ranges, so far as known to him, assighing the Kurile Islands
to L. brunneinuche and Unalashka to L. griseonucha. Leuco-
sticte orctoa, as Pallas says, occurs < 2d Jenisseam et in orientali
Qibiria. . . . In Crasnojarensi regione frequentior quo severior
hyems.” Inaddition to this, Pallas quotes an observation of
Steller :  Stellerus eandem decentbri mense in Insula Beringii

naufragus observavit.”

If the reference to Steller, as based only on the oral report
of the observer, who had undoubtedly seen a form allied to
Leucosticte griseonucha, be disregarded, it follows that the
- range of Leucosticte arctoc would be confined to the Yenisei

and Eastern Siberia alone. From Kastern Siberia Pallas
could only have had L. brunneinuche or L. giglioliz. But
L. brunneinuche was recoguized by him as var. and £,
_while L. gigliclii he left anrecorded, confounding it possibly
with L. arcio.
_ Pallas’s description of Passer arclous var. o fully agrees with
the species areton, and is most applicable ta the form inhabiting
ussion, Altai. Pallas possessed only winter specimens of
irds which might have descended into the Krasmoyarsk
istrict and the Yenisei region generally, either from the
tai or from the Sayans.

Bllan_dt, G., “Remarques sur le Passer arclous de Tallas, comme
vrajserablablement le type de trois différentes éspéees d'oiseaux,”
Wlatin de la classe physico-mathem. de TAcadémie Imp. des
dlences de St. Pétersb, 26 Nov. 1841, t. . p. 231
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