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Professor Michael Godby: | must also thank Lesley Hart and hey
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e IMMIGRANT

Charles Davidson Bell, emergetic and alert, bleased with an enguiring mind, an ebullient sepoe of bumour
and a produgious arittic talent, wao twa months short af b veventeenth birthday when be firet stepped onte the
dlarea :r.lr Tabde .Bﬂ_].-' in M .I:,[H':'ﬂ_g.! ;5,"‘ T80, Son .L?f..-'i.l"r.raﬂ.:-"f." Bell a fﬂiun.!'fr.im!e:‘ qffﬁu:' p:‘!rf.i.ﬁ r.!'.l" Cradl in
Fifeadire, and biv wife, faabella Davidwn, Charles bad left bis mative Scotland earlier in the year; made the long
;:-Iurnfy doeeibiards fo TfF'rqrnmu!ﬁ and, on 3 .funf, Proarded Hhe ﬁ;.:.r'rlm..-: Lnﬂ:,,-' E.El_r.t,. fwmﬂ_,l"::rr Hhe E.:'eip.r ﬂf Crood
Hope." Almaoat three months of foud weather and fair lay abead for Charles Bell and bis fellow passengers —
mavtly army pervonaed of variows ranks bownd for duty in India — bul at last the bazy due outline of
Table Mountadn rove on the borizon, signalling that landfall was all but imminent.

-

-

fhaure

Talkle Bay and Caps Town,
from the foot of Table
Slountain.

‘Watercolour 13 x 21 em.

Bell Hertage Trust Caollection
UCT

This sceme, showing Cipe Town
awd Talde By bepond, s
parted |!r|.-' s ,E.;u'n'lﬁt:'.r.' a
varmiage pores on e lneer siapes
-:JIF Tiphke Miivmunin

flawre 2

Table Mountain etc from the
beach of Table !-::,r.
Watercolour, 14 x 22 em.

Bell Hertmge Tiust Collecten,
LT

The wade sweep of Talne Say, ar
Bel would ave seen & on s
arpat! ar e Cape. I the mbsewce
of ot Ferbowy, sailing vessels piving
e st minde Berweded e awd
st aree odrliped re B ar aucher
e rovateread Ol o deack o
st vessa anvrcs obe mreresr
| oMk fsthermen
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To many a prospective settler ac chis time, the
sight of Africa’s southemn extremicy would
have aroused cemain pangs of apprehension,
but for the youthful Bell chere was no need
for any such sense of alarm. In Cape Town
to Wwelcome him was his uncle, Colonel
John Bell, who for the past four years had
held the office of colonial secretary and

was thuz second only in imporance wo

the govemor, Sir Lowry Caole. Moreover,
there must have been an added sense of
confidence in the knowledge that Colonel
Eell's wife, Lady Catherine, was the elder
sister of Lady Frances Cole, chatelaine

of Government House. Shoncomings

and discomfons there would

undoubtedly be In a colonial town so

far remaved from the sophisdcadon

Mountain itself — thar dominated the liethe town.
The carriage bearing Colonel Bell and his young
nephew homeward would have swept them
past the Grand Parade with its marching red-
coated soldiers and it Auttering Union Jack;
past the massive, tumble-down Great
Barracks occupied by the British garrison;
past the Keizersgracht's elegant, oee-shaded
privace houses; and, with a clatter of
hooves, into the own's main thoroughfare.
It was grandly known as the Heerengrachr,
or gentleman's walk, though chere was linde
that was gentlemanly about the filthy,
evil-smelling canal that ran its length,
carrying Cape Town's rubbish and
effluent northwards to the sea. But ar
the sweet’s southem end, the canal
was left behind and the carriage, hors-

of London and Edinburgh, but
Charles was litde acquainted with the
pleasures of these great cides and at
the Cape, in the company of his uncle
and aunt, he would undoubredhy
have the oppartunity o enjoy what-
gver entertainments were avallahle,
Bésides, to a young man of adven-
turous spirie chere was absanys the
thrilling possibility of an excursion
inte the excidng, mystericus and

frguré 5 Charles Bell as a young man. 1833,
Pencil. 128 2 10 em. Coll: MuseumAfrica

Tiex siberch of Charles Ball as 4 posng muaw was execued by
Sar Chardes S Ohdy, sm |:|.|'il."c:.::.|' or ifré Twalan cnl! demnce i
st part of 4832 and 4533 ar the Cape ow sick leave, Hell and
IOy wardd bave mer ar Govermmenr Horse awd 0 & possible
el they weent sikerching vogetier on the Cape Peaimseda, Bell
ccivdivng 10 b [ Phazzr Saprk, was ar iy stage, a fured
t;:.w-.'._'\:##g r;'l'lfpl.rl W viery LTy, teat
Ivoad sl gt mpsmcalae!

B e ———

g2 stepping nimbly now, would have
entered the Government Avenue
roofed by the dappled leafiness of
Cape Town's oaks in their frst Aush
of spring green. To the left there

was Government House, hardly an
impressive residence for such an
impartant officlal as the governaor, and
certainly noe to be compared with
edifices FulBiling a stmilar Function in
ather, maore significant, British

largely unexplored interiar,

Cape Town boasted na harbour in those davs, Ships lay at
anchor aut in the bay and passengers, tansported by rowing
boat acrosy the lurching waves, clambered ashore by means of
the rickery jeety closs mo the grey bulk of the Castle of Good
Hape. A spravding slate structure, with Bve "points’ or bastions
named after the tdes of the Prince of Qrange, the Caste had
been erected in the mid-seventeenth centuny by the Dutch Ease
India Company to prokect its small but strategic refreshment sta-
ton at the Cape rom rivals intent on grasping for themselves its
precicus trade with the 'gorgecus East'” Yet, martial though the
Castle's lunction might have been, never a hostile cannonball had
been Hred from those bastions, not even on the twa occasions =
1795 and 1806 = when the British took possession of the Cape to
bareseall any attempts the French might make to get there first.

The Casde, then, would have been the Frst building at the
Cape observed by Charles Bell, though he would have recog-
nised that it was the curve of three mountains - Devil's Peak to
the east, Lion’s Head to the west and, linking them, Table

colonies, O the right stretched the
Covernment Gardens, planted by the Dutch East India Company
almaose paro centuries earlier with vegetables and Fruit bor the
succolr of pagsing sailors but now, shady with exotic trees and
shrubs, the casual meeting place of Cape Town's high society on
fine Sunday momings.,

Ar the very top of Government Avenue, on its east side and
almost & mile From the town, stood Hope Mill,” a long, low
house, 20 named becavse of an adjoining watermill, its wheel
driven by a mountain stream. Surrounded by an extensive garden
which included “a vineyard full of fine grapes',” Hope Mill was o
be Charles Bell’s new home For it was here, in the fashionable
quearter of the town, that Colonel Bell and Lady Cathenne had
made their home, Very agreeable and convenient it was, wo,
with Bir Lowry and Lady Frances Cole a mere stone’s throw
away at Government House. The vwo ttled ladies were daugh-
ters of the first Earl of Malmesbuny® whose name had recenty
been granted toa town newly founded in the whear-growing
Swartland northeast of Cape Town. Originally plain James
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Harriz, the Earl had been raised to the peerage in recognition of
the successful diplomatic negotiations he had conducted on
behalf of Creat Britain while serving as ambassadaor in various
European capials. [n fact, he had named his eldest daugheer,

bom in 5t Petersburg. after Russia’s empress, Cathenne the CGrear,

whose goddaughter she was
[n June 1821, Lady Catherine Harris, then appmachin" middle
age, had mamied Major John Bell, at thiroe-nine her junior by a
wear of tao and a dlsunhmsh-:d and much decorated veteran of
the Peainsular War. Son of David Bell, a farmer -:rf Bonnytoun
north of Dundee, John Bell had joined an uncle's ship-owning
and mercandle business on leaving school, but in 1B03, at the ag
of twenmy- r_"ru:.., had abandoned the commercial warld to n:nJ|=.[
in the 52nd Fegiment of Foot as an ensign. [t was Bell's bad luck
to be in Ametica at the time of the Baode of Watedoo on 18 June
1815, but two months later he joined Wellington's army in
Europe where he continued to perform his duties with disdnc-

tion. Undoubredly, [ohn Bell was not onby a brave and handsome

coldier, but also a polished and culdvated gendeman, an accom-
plished ardsr and an entertaining racouesr. His family may not
have been a noble one, but the Bells could proudly trace chelr
ancesty back wo Andrew Bell, laird of Sandihills and Kilduncan
whaze despendant Thamas, bom in 1687, was |ase chief af the
clan belore it broke up

Jehn and Cammerine had been mamied |'.‘-I|-'.' a year when, In
|E_"'-' Colanel Bell (as he now was) toak |.‘=H'|-:| T |.||3'1:I|_|I' [uarker-
macter of the ||||!_r':. qt the ..|||:. He zpan |lr_p;.|1. 1o |1'|.||-.4, an
impertant contribution oo the alkairs and sociery of the wown and
was rewarded six vears later with his appointment as colonsal
secretary. The Cape, British since it had been captured from the
Chutch bwrenty-two wears earlier, was ruled by a governor whaose
autocratic powers were curtailed by a council of advice estab-
lished in 1814, Colonel Bell served on this body and during the
nineteen years that he was to live and work at the Cape, no
fewver than fve governors or their deputies came o rely upon
him for his unquestionable integrity, his wisdom and his
expenence. Mow, as brother-in-law of Sir Galbraith Lowmy Cole,
governor since September 1828, he was entirely within the
gubematorial circle. Lady Catherine, outspoken in opinicn and
enterprsing in acton, proved an able but cerainky not submis-
sive helpmeet to him, leaving her mark on Cape Society by,
among other things, founding one of the first so-called ‘missicn
schools” in the lr:n;n:iula.

Mot surprisingly at their age, the Bells had no children and it
may have been because of this that they so readiby made the
Colonel's young nephew at home with them in Africa. Their
influence was to be profound: it was probably through John
Bell's guidance that the vouthful Charles, so far unmutored as an

aTtist, ]'-EIZ]."I-.‘.".".-' improved his technique as a draughtsman., At the
same time, the high level of conversation and debate to which
the young man was exposed in the com pary of his uncle’s
friends and colleagues must have proved an exciting stimulus to
his impressionakle mind

[he Cape, both secially and topographically, was so different
from the Scotland that Charles had been Familiar with since he
was bom on 22 October 1813, The Roval

Burgh of Crail, most easterly of the Fshing
villages strung along the rocky coast of the
East Meuk of Fife, was —and still is - a e intly
plcturesque town where seventeenth- and
eighreenth-century cottages, their roofs crow-
stepped and red pantiled, huddle round the
old harbour. Marrow, winding lanes lead
upwards fram it to Markergate, broad and
tree-tined, while from the lofry stone tower of
the parish church of 5t Mary, founded in the
rwelfth century, there is a splendid view across
the Firch of Fm th e the coast af Lothian.
Wll:'ll Charles F-:'|| VWAE i |l|.:-:-.-'. I'IE‘I'.I'I.".'E-; [l'-l'll.llt:
|"t||'|'-.'|||.=er| l_.|.‘=|| witkl 15 maEn in.-'é:'.l|||.‘:-:'1|:|. and a
VETY r..sl|'.-|:|= I|.-r:.' afE it was at ehat Eiivhe,

I||-:|':5|1 Farming on the ;:g-:_:-n-c:l arsll inland
r|'|:l'-'|.-'r| almost ot |lr-:||"|r.||1:|'

Absout Four miles nordh of Crail itsell |.'|:.'
Bast Mewhall, farmed and oce ur'|q|| '!:I:.'

Alewander Bell at the gme of Chades's birth,
while a two hours’ coach journey to the nartheast would bring
the travelier to 5t Andrews, ance the ecclesiastical capital of
Scotland and the site of its most ancient university, Chardes prob-
ably attended the school at Kir,gsba“n's a village a mile or there-
abouts bevond East Newhall, and laver studied at 5S¢ Andrews
niversicg” where, according to family |:ru-'.1'.ti;1n. he read physics
and chemismy, mathematics and advanced Latin = subjects that
provided an excellent background to his later studies. To the
south of Crail, across the Firth of Forth, was Edinburgh,
Scotland’s wibrant social, legal, culoural and scientfic centre, and
something of these two renowned seats of leaming must have
rubbed off on Crail, geographically remote as it cemainly was.

If Charles Bell's birthplace had anything at all in common with
the Cape it was in the ferce winds that battered their coasdines;
for not for nothing was the Cape Peninsula known to mariners
the waorld aver as ‘the Cape of Storms’. As for Crail — '‘Round it

e wild storms of wincer raged.’ wrote an old-dmer a century
after Charles Bell lefr home for Africa. "The briny winds blew

through its venerable Marker Gair and Nether Gair; the sea haar
enveloped it for days together. Besides, according o this

P
fnare 4
Lt Gem Sir John Bell, KECE.
Mezzouinr 41,7 2 32.7 em

Bell Herages Trust Collection
=¥

L .

A folur Bell seew bere b e
||.'"I'l.r.v.' 0f a WelTEnaar gerenal
Fome weary arfer e AvE up [l
'l‘u.. .-r ol secrensne ar e

T2 1844, A vy racon e
i v,
..l

|'.|n|.-.-.| L H |'.‘\-'r-'|_||
:-'.';.;'.'-'l'-::n‘ i Hemie Lfim's, it
POTIRET Wl o
Seres af vhe Pelamd of Guensiey of

weitmcle fodin Bell wars gnermor:
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learmed chronicler. 'whales and ather wenders of
the deep’ were as familiar to the twn's inhabi-
tants as sheep and carde were to crofters
inland. Young Charles could well have been
reminded of such rales when, for the Hrsc
tdme, h# wimessed spouting southern right
whales cavoming in the waters washing the
coast of the Cape Peninsula.

He was an immediate success with his
newe family. John fnds him bur linle
altered from what he was as a child,” wrote
Lady Catherine o her father-in-law, David

where the vices and follies of the East meet, and
shake hands with, those of Europe”." Certainly,
the amalgam of human types of which the
Feninsula's populadon was composed must
have been bewildering w a young man
accustomed to the Anglo-Saxon uniformiy
of society in semi-rural Scotland. But
Charles Bell had a keen — if somewhat
mordant — sense of the comic as well as;
no doube, an ungquestioning accepance of
the superiority of Creart Britain and her
prople over the rest of the world. [t is these

Bell, on 24 August 1830, the day afrer
Charles's arrival. She declared that he
had 'already made a mast favourable
impression on us both = [ trust he will
be as happy B comforable under our
roof ag it s my warmest wish o make
him — 8 [ feel too much for a young
person first leaving a kind home not o
try to make this his second home ag
much as [ can”. Colone] Bell was
equally charmed by Charles: '] have
nat geen him more really happy
and delighted than In the company
of his nephew,’ ran Lady Catherine's
letver, “2: hearing a good account
of you all.™

Charles himself, according te his

faure 5 Lady Catherine Bell.
Pencil. 26.5 = 18.5 cm. Bell Heritage Trust Callection, LICT

Lady Cirtherine Bell, av sieetched by her aepbéur by marmage,
Charles Hell, i wivonr she was bostess durmg ks eardy yestes i
e Towun, T elifer daugivier of the st Bard of Mabreziney

aunst e gostelangliter of Canverme the CGirear of Rivssir, Lady
Cavherine was donr i St Peterstanng winde fer fother ey Srish
anrbassador sl gy A the wifl o e coloin secresary an
the f:u'pf_. she wes dedicmied 1o 'll,:;\:ifwr.t-.s'mw:fms n'_'.pam'_:f

I|';:|rﬂ|r_r ﬁﬁh@.ﬁrpermmﬁry
B A i = T

two qualities thar give a particular stamp

the personalities and events thar he
illustrated during his early days at the
Cape. Local people of Duech descenr,
as depicted by Bell on a page headed
“The Boer’, were seen ag unoouth,
greedy and dirry. On the ather hand,
dark-skinned slaves soruck him az
having a grear capacity for mermiment
and a delight in music and dancing -
despite their bare feer And the
wn's élite, dressed in their colonial
best at a race migeting at Green Poine,
wiere victims of Bell's rdicule when
he sketched their carrage (with its
passengers) overturning bn the mudd.
A this stage in his life Bell was

aunt, was busily engaged in writing
home at the same tme and it is disappointing that this lemer —
like most of those that he subsequendy wrote o his family — has
not survived 1o place on record his impressions of Cape Town
and its extraordinary diversity of people. Nevertheless, he was
soon busy with pencil and brush and from his lively sketches it is
not difficult 1o assess his reaction to what one nineteenth-century
visitor called *the most maotey crew in the world'.” For, in
addition to the Duech, well sextled afrer almost two centuries,
Bell would have soon seen abour him slaves (for slavery at the
Cape did not end untl December 1834), whose roots were in
both West Africa and the East, 'Free Blacks', as well as 'Cape
Malays’ in their colowrful dress. Running errands and performing
the most mendal of tasks were the few remaining Hottentots,
while mosthy at the other end of the sacial seale there lived an
asgormment of people of Buropean stock.

They all appeared in Bell's skerches, from which one can see
thar he must have supported the opinion of another contempo-
rary raveller who described Cape Town as “this half-way house,

not abawve creating 'types’: his skerch-
s show that, to him, Coloured women were perperually
embroiled in fights with one another while the men were invari-
ably drunk. He observed people at work - washerwomen, knee-
deep in a soeam; convices chopping wood; vegetable vendors
hawking their wares through the town; ‘Malay” fishermen in their
werings and pointed sandals — nothing escaped the notice of this
abservant young man or the piquancy of his pen.

While Bell drew others as they appeared to him, he, In turn,
was skerched as an atractive young man with fem features and
tousled hair. The ardst was the visiting Indian civil servant,
Charles [¥Oyly - ‘one of the most elegant, gentlemanlike, hand-
some and accormplished men of his day™ - to whom, almost cer-
tainly, Bell had been inmoduced by the Coles, Many vears later,
his friend Charles Fiazzi Smyth, describing Bell as he was in his
youth, wrore: ‘He was a handsome-looking voung Fellow . . . not
very wll, but broad-built and muscular, with a rather brown com-
plexion, regular features of a refined and sculpturesque charactes,
plercing black eyes, and dark lank hair.™

18 THE LEFE AND WOLE OF CHARLES BELL




Hew Charles Bell occupied his ime when he was first ar the
Cape — other than by commiring what he saw abour him to
paper — is uncertain, although Fiazzi Smyth records that he spenc
‘a period of service’ working for his uncle in the. colonial secre-
tary’s office. Thic was siruated in the government building, "
tormerdy the slave lodge, which stodd at the southern head of the
Heerengrachr and was thus in pleasant walking distance from
Hape dAill. Interesting men came and went through the doors of
those offices when Charles Bell started working there — fellow-
Seotsman John Fairbairn, editor of the Sourh Afncan Comergial
Advertiser, the Cape's first Independent newspaper; Chief Justice
Sir John Wylde, admired for the objectiveness of his judgments
but censured for his scandalous private lite - especially when it
was rumoured that he had fathered a child by his own daughres. "
Hard ar wark in the same building was Major Charles Cornwallis
Michell, survevor-general and artist, builder of bridges and
designer of mountain passes, while the Rev, Abraham Faure,
controversial but much respected miniseer of the Groote Kerk,
had his office across the street. Altogether Cape Town had much
to offer any young man of Charles Bell's calibre, Under the
English the Colony remained a bastion of European culoure and a
centre of commerce, with such prosperous merchants as John

=

Bardwell Ebden'™ and Hamiloon Ross™ making their mark in every
facer of the town's existence. In addidon oo a vibrant Commescial
Exchange, meeting place of anyone of status in the wwn, it had,
by 1830, spawned a free press, a public library, literary, philan-
thropic and medical societies, a natural hisrony museum and a
scientific insdtution.” In 1828 5ir Lowry Cole had officially
opened the new Royal Observarcry, and in October 1629 a
group af dedicated citizens founded what was to become ane of
the country's most renovwned educadonal instdmutions, the Sauth
Alfrican Cellege.™ For the physically active, there was hunting
with horse and hounds on the Cape Flas — though in the
absence of genuine foxes a luckless jackal had w suffice. And,
from dme o tme, there were balls and receptions both at
Government House and the Commerclal Exchange with all the
glitter and glameur that the Colony could muster. All in all, for
an active and intelligent voung man, it was a sumulating — albeit
microcosmic = sociery in which to find oneself,

But of all the Cape Peninsulas many attractions, the magnifi-
cence of its natural surroundings has always appealed most
strongly to anvone with an eve for beauty and the ardseic skill
with which to depict it This wias certainly tree in 1532 when, it
appears, cighteen-vear-old Charles Bell s¢t off, prabably on

— :_."
fuuire ¢
At the races.
I Ink and wash, 72 x 238 cm

Coll: The Brenthurse Librany
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figure 7

Topographical sketch of
Table Valley.

Pem andd wash, 165 % 33.8 em.
Batl Hnr.il:aﬁ: Trust Collection,
L1 o |
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horseback, on an extended journey from Table Bay 1o Cape
Point, and recorded whae he saw in a sort of visual diary in the
form of an album. nscribed 'Cape Sketches” on the dile page, the
volume contins the earliest dated pictures by Charles Bell in the
Bell Heritage Trust Collecton and, by Following them in
sequence, It is possible to wace his movements as he wavelled
from place to place. Bells chesen medivm was pen and ink, and
on some of the sketches he made notes regarding the topographi-
cal fearures of the landscape he depicted. Sometimes he gave
details of colour and 1o several pictures he added small arrows,
possibly w indicats wind direction

It was at this wme — and on the sketches in the Cape album -
that Bell began w sign his wearks with a “squiggle’ that for almost
150 vears remained an indecipherable mystery, It was only in the
late 1970s that chis signature, seen on a collection of skerches of
unkown authership acquired by the Brenthurst Library, began to
puzzle and fascinate the well-known Johannesburg antiquary,
Robin Fryde. By a forunate coincidence, at about the same tdme,
Fryde was visited by Father (now Monsignor) Donald de Beer of
St Mary's Cathedral, Cape Town, who happened o be an enthu-
slastic student of early systems of shorthand. After careful study,
Father de Beer identified the signature on the Brenthurst sketches
as being written in a system of shorthand devised by a certain
Samuel Taylor in the early nineteenth century.™ In this system
there were no vowel signs, but De Beer read the outlines as
'BRLS BL' or possibly ‘“CHRELS BL', a soluton thar indicated thae
the authar of the Brenthurst skerches was Charles Bell. Even then
he was well known to art historians, although most of his works
were still in England. Also appearing on this collection was a
longer Inscription in which it seemed Taylor's shorthand was also

used. This Fobin Fryde submitted to Geoffrey W. Bonsall,
directar of the Hong Kong Press and also an authonoy on old
shorthand systems. He deciphered the outlines as reading
'FR LDY FRNSS KL, interpreted by Fryde as ‘For Lady Frances Cole’
~ a solution that made sense in view of Charles Bell's reladonship
by marrtiage o the governor's wife. On the smength of informa-
ton received from both Father de Beer and Geoffrey Bonsall,
Robin Fryde was thus able o recognise the signature and o
decipher other legends in Taylor's shorthand that appeared on the
Ca.p: Sketches'. All in all, the unravelling of the mystenous
signature was an excitng dlsc-::wqr

Charles began his pictorial joumey on the eastern :hnre: of
Table Bay from which he sketched the town cradied by the three
mountains. Then he mavelled wesowards along the shore
depict the Chavonnes defence battery built in the early eigh-
teenth cenmury and named after the governor of the tme, He
tumed inland o Table Valley where Leeuwenhof™ and Hope Mill
proved subjects worthy of skerching; then he travelled along the
Atlantc seaboard, depicting more houses, as well a3 views and
seascapes, untl he reached Hout Bay, Cwver Constanta Nek rode
Charles, when the balmy aunumn weather was at its best, and
down into what are now Cape Town's southern suburbs, obwi-
ously to stay at— and skewch - Protea,™ then the couniry house
of 5ir Lowry and Lady Frances Cole. Here, for the first ime, he
wrote the date, Monday 9th April 1832, on one of his pictures -
an interesting detail for only a few days earlier Charles D'Oyly,
who was also to skerch Protea on numerous occasions, arrived
on a prolonged visit 10 the Cape. By 17 April Charles Bell had
struggled through some forry kilemetres of hmbos and crossed
rocky mountaing o reach Cape Poine. On what appears 1o have
been a calm day, he wok to a baat, the Curlaw, from which he
sketched the glassy smooth sea and a scattering of houses along
the coasdine. Turning his back on the Peninsula's southernmost
point, and possibly wavelling by sea, Bell headed For Slangkop on
the west coast and the great, silver sweep of Noordhoek beach
which he reached, and sketched, on 19 April. Three days later —
Sunday, 22nd — he was drawing the elegant homestead on the
historic Constantia wine farm, Alphen, and then, dropping in on
Protea and sketching It on the way, he headed back to his home
at Hope Mill in the Gardens. There is no way of knowing
whether Charles had any companions on his excursion, nor of
precisely how long it lasted, However, in approximarely a month
he had recorded seascapes, landscapes and houses in 31 sketches
which reveal him to be an acutely observant young man with an
interest in gealogy and twpegraphy and a strong sense of form ™
Ins the course of his travels he had covered the full length of the
Cape Peninsula and, like so many others before and since, he
became totally captivated by it for the rest of his life.
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. TOWARDS CAPRICORN

The Cﬂpu civil service, during the nineteenth century, was an exeellent training school for a
yonrg man inlent on riaing to a position af responsibidity and statis in the community. Lovalty and aboolute
integrity were reguired of bim, and all official business bad to be dealt with both quickly and efficiently 5o that
e arvears cowld gatber dust in vilent pigeonboles, The yearly isoues of the Cape Almanac reflect the ateady
ride of many a young man deslined to make bea name in the Colony and Charles Bell was no exeeption,
In November 1832 be was tranaferred from bis wncle s offive to that of the Master of the Supreme Court and a

year later was moved to the Colondal Audi Office where, as wecond eleck, be carned an annual salary of £100,
He became “a favourdle everywbere, wrole bes contemporary, the astronomer, Charles Prazzi Smyth, ‘until it
acenmted ao if bis friends intended the young man for a futire of nothing but a guiet, resident, jog-trot official life
i Cape Town ttoelf, and no furtber’!

=

Charles Bell, however, thought otherwise and there were times
when his musings ranged far beyvond the cramped confines of
the Cape's government offices and into an exciting world of dis-
covery and high adventure. Travellers to the interdor brought back
tales of breathtaking experiences and marvellous sights, but there
seemed lrtle likelihood, ar first, that Chares Bell would have an
opportuntty to see all these wonders for himself. At last, in June
1833, when he had been at the Cape for almost three years, there
wits talk of official plans for a journey of exploration into Cenral
Alrica on a grander scale than anything so far atempted. This
wits just the sort of enterprise puaranteed to caprure Charles’s
imaginaten and as soon as he leamnt of it (according o Piazzi
Smyth) ‘the internal fires of [his] spirt broke forth” and instantly
he determined that he would be among the selected few destined
tor penetrate ‘the great unknown’”

It had all begun on 3 June 1833 when, at a meeting of the
South African Literary and Scientific Institution. a paper was read
describing a recent trading excursion that had penewated the
interior as far as the Tropic of Capricom. The leaders of the party,
two traders named Hume and Millen, had brought back o the
Cape the frst reliable account of the region where the vast and
enigmatic Lake Mgami could be located and where the Matabele
iMdebele) warrior king, Mzilikazi, a fugitive from Shaka's bloody
offensives, had established a realm of his own. The paper
arcused such interest amang the audience that an efficial and
scientific expedition ints the areas described by Hume was

immediately proposed and unanimously accepted. Within days,
the Cape of Good Hope Association for Exploring Ceniral Africa
had been established, its objective o expand geographical knowl-
edge; to ‘obtain Scientific Information, especially as regards
Meteorology, Geclogy and Magnetism; o collect Botanical
Specimens and those of Matural History; and m ascertain what
praspects the productions of the Countmy and the dispositdon the
Mative Tribes [held] out to Commercial Enterprise’” To these offi-
cial abjectives, Sir Lowry Cole personally added a mandate that
the expedition should “conber with the chiefs of the principal
tribes in order to induce them o give up their barbarous prac-
tices, to accord a more fvourable reception w taders, and pro-
mection to Christian missionaries’.' Needless to say, there was one
serious stumbling block = ‘inadequacy of the pecuniary means of
the Institution available for such an undertaking’* The sclution
was one commaonly resorted to at the Cape: the project would
‘go public’ and make shares at £3 each available to interested par-
ties. By February 1834, when the required mrger of E1000 was
reached and plans could go ahead,” Sir Lowry Cole had been suc-
ceeded as governor by Sir Benjamin DUchan. His immediare sk
was o establish the Cape’s first legislatve council, but he also
Found time to give the expedition his unqualified suppore

Ever since the latver years of the fifteenth centuny, when Africa
wias hirst rounded by Portuguese mariners bent on discovering a
sea raute to the Ease. the subcontinent's mysterious southern
interior had presented an irresisgble challenge to men in search of
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adventure. Undaunted by fs rugped mountaing, s
rivers and deserts and s seemingly impenetrable
bush, they had ser forth cheerfully for the
unkneam — the hunters and the missionaries,

the boranises, the waders, the prospectors b

gold and the seekers after the elusive empdre

af PMonemotapa. Some had recumed sick,

weary and cresefallen; others had come back

laden with precious ivory or rare plants. And

there were those, of course, wha had disap-
peared without wace, Any hurther disasters of

whils kind should be gvoided ar all cosem, declared
the CERANISErs @l tha r‘IFIq!IJ":II'.'-I'I_ ancel w9 Enswre i
suecoess it was vitally important to select a suitable
learer Fﬂrhlrlilhri_',' the chalce was an abvious ane, for

nokody doubted that a dynamic and enterprising
Seotstman named Dr Andrew Smith would be
the right man. Born in 1797 and son of a shep-
herd turned market gardener, Smith’s high
intelligence had secured him a place at
Edinburgh University where he qualified in
medicing before joining the Brdsh Army. In
1820 ke was ordered o the Easterm Cape to
serve the needs of newly arrived British
Setders = a fartunate move for him, since it
gave him the opportuniy to develop his inter-
est not only in the natural history of southemn
Africa, but also in the culture of the local indige-
nous people. Indeed, Governor Lord Charles
Somerset was 5o inspired by Smith's enthusiasm For his
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hobbies that in 1825 he ordered the establishment of 2 museum
in Cape Town and released the dector from his military duties so
that he could take over as superintendent.

peanwhile, as 1834 progressed, preparations for the expedi-
tion went ahead. Stores had to be assembled; scientific instru-
ments Were borrowed or bought; elephant guns and other
weapons arrived from England as did beads, mirrors and other

Raouate af
Andrew Smith's Expedition
to the Tropie of Capricorn
1834 = 1838

objects intended as gifts for the Indigenous tribes they expected
to meet, At least fve sturdy wagons and 120 oxen had o be
acquired - D Smith, formenately, was able o provide his own
trangpart, Then there was the difficult mater of selecting the
men who weould make up the party, for not enly was it essential
that they have disparaee skills, but it was important that they
should prove good companions during a sejouwrmn in the wilder-
ness expected to last almeost o vears, By the end of June, Smith
had chosen his team. [t included, ameng others, Captain William
Edie of the 98th Begiment as his deputy; John Burrow, only eigh-
teen vears obd but entrusted with the considerable responzibilities
of astronomer and surveyar; George Ford, a talented dravghts-
mian known to Smith since his childhood, whe was to make a
pictorial recard of the Fauna of the region; and, to investigate the
possibilities of establishing commerce with the interior, a trader
named Benjamin Kift. The more menial tasks were assigned to a
handbul of rough-and-ready men, both civilian and military, while
a number of Khoikhai were emploved to drive the wagons and
care for the animals

From his office in the Heerengracht, Chades Bell watched the
hectic activioy with keen interest and envy. Mow in his twenty-
first year, he was a personable young man who had impressed
the renowned astronomer, Sir John Herschel, newdy ammived from
England, as having ‘much good information & desire for more -
[and] with decided pursuits and industry to make progress in
them'.” Herschel was not alone in his opinicn of Bell, for his cal-
league, Thomas Maclear (he had recently been appointed His
Majesty’s Astronomer at the Cape), wrote of him at much the
same time: “This voung man's extraordinary talents added to his
energenc courage would secure, [ am told, success in any under-
taking he might embark in'.* Surely. one would think, Bell was an
obvious candidate for such an expedition, but the party was
complete and it seemed there was no room for him. However,
when plans were all but settled, Andrew Smith decided w
include Bell as a second draughtsman, entrusting him with the
task of keeping a pictorial diary of the African landscape and of
the customs and appearance of the indigenous people encoun-
tered in the interior. Cnby a day or two before the expeditdon was
due to leave, Bell was told of his appointment and was insandy
caught up in such a whirligig of euphoria that he mounted his
horse and galloped with “wild excitement through the smeets of
Cape Town to dash off preparaton for an immediate star.™ No
matter that his rank in the expedition would be the lowest; o be
included at any level was his dearest dream come oue. Bur first,
he had to compose himself sufficiently to write ro the auditar-
general informing him that 'being desirous of accompanying the
Expediton for Exploring Central Africa ... 1 have o request you
will be pleased to assist me in obmining His Excellency the
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Covernor's Leave of absence for that purpose
Sir Benjamin D"Urban was away on the Eastern
Frontier but hiz depury, Baron de Lorentz,
seems o have been perfectly agreeable to the
request and the young man got his way:

All Cape Town joined in the expelidon's
mumulruous send-off. It included a ‘sumpuous
banquet™ at which the skirling of bagpipes
aroused feclings of nostalgia within every
Scomish breast — and there were several present
besides those of Andrew Smith and Charles
Bell. Same of the heavier ocx-wagons, as well as
stores and equipment, had been sent ahead o
the expedinon’s official saring point ar Graaff-
Reinet. On the moming of 3 July, aftera
substantal breakfast ac the Observarory, the
explorers themselves set off on the first stage of
their jourmey, Travelling grandly in horse-
wagons, they crossed the Hex Biver Mountains
and the fringes of the Grear Karoo, amving
at Graaff-Feiner on 18 .|u|'5.-' Here several

:.ur-.'-r:..--::-r-i'.l.ln!r'l. Andrew Geddes Bain®™ and
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drought, it was a dreary sight,”™ but on 32 August there was some

relief when the caravan rolled into the newly established village
of Colesberg. To the explorers’ amazement they discovered
themselves in company with what seemed a vast multitede of
pecple and wagens closing on the lisde wwn from every direc

tion, This, as it turned out, was the weekend set bor the quartedy

celebration of wagmaal, or Holy Communion, ‘Each wagoen,'
wiote Andrew Smith in his diary, "disgorged a small tent which
was pitched close o the vehicle, and in that the family resided
during its stay."" Local shopkeepers hastily capitalised on the

pccasion by organising a kind of fair,"” while many of the visitors,

taking advantage of the unexpected presence of a doctor,
pestered Andrew Smith with requests for medical treatment
Magmaal over and the assemblage scamered, Smith led his
party on towards the Orange River, northemn limit of the Cape
Calony, which they reached on 26 August. Though not as
impressive as Smith had expected, the river was ‘a noble smream
for South Africa in the month of August’.” Among the trees on
the bank opposite to Smith's camp site, someone spied a
somewhat umble-down Bechuana kraal and, emerging from
it, the first real "natives’ Bell and Burrow had ever seen. '] assure
vou [ stared. . | wrote Burrow,"” ‘for they were wrapped in
karosses and their faces and bodies were well rubbed with red
stone and grease.’

On mundled Smith's wagons and. two days later, the explorers

were heartened to see the Union Jack Huttering in welcome as
they entered the village of Philippolis. Mamed after the mission-
ary, John Philip, it had been founded eleven years earlier az a
refuge for displaced Griquas under the leadership of Adam Kol 11
Gince then it had become the capital of Griqua terftony whose
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inhabimants, during the forndghe thar the pargy spent there, Bell
had ample opporoenity to observe and skerch. Ar Philippolis the
party splic up; the German missionaries had decided wo remain
there for the tme being, while Andrew Bain and his parny went
aff o capture live animals for export to America. Later Bain was
to disparch a letter wo John Centlivees Chase, secratary of the
Lirerary and Scientific Institution in Cape Town, reporing on the
‘order and harmony' that had prevailed throughaout the entire
period he bad wavelled with the explorers. 'Dr Smith Is the most
tndefatigable man [ ever met with, ran his leteer, "Mothing comes
amiss to him; he sees everything done himself and truses nothing
to athers,™ According to Bain, every member of the expedition
knew exactly where his responsibilities lay, and both Bell and
Ford had already revealed their talents a3 competent artdses, The
graphic and Cruikshankian labours of Mr Bell," wrote Bain, “with
the delicate and minute products of Mr Ford's pencil were the
subject of daily admiraticn of all.’

Their wagons repaired and their animals refreshed, Smith's
party bade farewell to Philippolis and travelled on towards the
southeast. They halted at Verhuil {now Bethulie), a station run by
the Panis Evangelical Missionary Society, and then get off hoping
it discover the source of the Caledon Biver. This part of the
country, as Bell depicted it, was a seemingly interminable plain
covered with waving blond grass interrupted only by Hat-topped
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hiils, their rocky sides scattered with a stubble of small thorny
bushes. The travellers socn reached the over and Followed ats
course which, in this area, was fringed with lush green wees nch
in birdlife — a temptation to any man with a gun on a fine spring
day. Corporal Gearge McKenzie, one of the soldiers in the group,
loadied his weapon and fired at 2 wild duck — but, in attempting
to retrieve it, was caught in a tangle of weeds and dragged under
the water. His companions were horrified to see him disappear,
and for hours Chares Bell. perched on a frail raft, searched frand-
cally for the man's body. All artempts were in vain: the unhappy
McEenzie had vanished for ever. “Ieis much o be feared chat he
was ill Bmred for so sudden an end,” wrate Andrew Smith in hiz
diary. 'He professed to be a disbeliever of our Saviour, and, poar
fellow, he had at lase livtle dme to think and ger rd of such
harrible nodons.'

Octvber came and with it the rains. Heading nomhwards
through the long grass, the wagons jolted alang the mountain
fringes of what had, in recent years, become the realm of King
Moshoeshoe, founder of the Sotho naton and (e Arst paramaount
chief. Somewhere in this region, on 8 October, a male lion mate-
rialized From the bush and amacked an unsuspecting Khoikhot.
Fortunatehy Burrow, with (in Smith's waords) “a coolness and
j!'LLrE'F-Jl'JJ[}-' extraordinary in a you th elghteen vears of age’,
disparched the animal with a single shot and rescued i
rerrified victim literally from the jaws of death ™

Marija, a mission sertlement lying at the foot of the magnifi-
cent Thaba Putsca, or Blue-grey Maungain, was the tavellers'
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next important stopping-place, The staton’s disector was the Rev

Jean-Bugine Casalis of the Paris Evangelical Mission Sociens™ a
man held in such great respect by the local people that their king,
an hearing of the arrival of Smith’s pargy, mounted his harse and
galloped some thirye kilometres from his isolated mountain
stronghold at Thaba Bosiu™ to welcorfe them to his kingdom.
“We all agreed,” wrote Jahn Burrow, 'that [Moshoeshoe] was the
picture of a Chief, although he wore, in honor of us, direy
Eurapean clothes and a large broad-brimmed hat.™

Hearrened by Meoshoeshoe's Friendly approach, Smith decided
e return his visit and travel o his hill-gop citadel, With Bell and
Burrow [#ading the way, the party started out an 22 Ociober on
a daunting mountain elimb to Mashoeshoe's palace. Here the
king, surrcunded by his headmen, greeted them warmnly, offering
them ‘an enormous wooden bowl full of meat coaked in no
despicable manner’.™ Smith, in return, presented his hose with a
medal and a cloak, at the same time obtaining his assurance that

he would continue 1 encourage the work of Chrisgan missionar-

fes among his peaple.

Their spirits cheered by their reception by one of the region's
great kings, the explorers set off again, rravelling through mag-
nificent countsy which, at this season, was weming with game
af every kind. There were Hocks of ostrich, various types of
antelopés roaming frae, herds of zebra and quagga seemingly
under no threat from man, a3 well as an occasional prowling
lion. Across the Caledon River at Lishuane — also known as
Mew Boetsap - they stopped for a few days at a Wesleyan mis-
sion station run by the Rev, John BEdwards befare setting off for
the country of the Tlokwa, Here they arrived on 7 November

but, much to their disappoinement, they Found the people suspi-

cious both of them and of the gifts they offered. Their chisf,
Sekonyela, could scarcely be described as hospitable, though,
after some persuasion brom Smith, he did grudgingly agree o
‘abstain from ageression’.” Perhaps it was a spectacular = and o

=
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figee 7 A grand huni = game deiven by the Barolong of Thabe Unchos, 1834,
‘Watercobour imenochnome), 14 % 24 cm, Coll: Museumalnica

Hells rmprepssion of & “grend e’ urlvich e and iz compraions weee Dnared fo ot mear Thaba Nelue i Novesaler
THEL. Smeath’s pramy mever coarsial do b anurzest e e e @ pear Aieg witnsssed it cer aie dved of Afvica
as el bangely umexpiored and ceraimdy uwspolr, Mewerbeless, (b Burrows, B owe, wars sickemed by the gross slanghier

rar was auflicrea’ ow qunzes, awelpes of alf binds, wildebers ana soher gante o IS oocasion

him, terrifying - display of fireworks thar Smith’s men organised
that persuaded him that it would be wise to mear his visitors
with respect.

tdeanwhile, Captain Edie had suffered an unpleasant accident

This occurred when he woke in his wagon one moming o see
three lions ambling along the bank of the river. In his panic and
haste to fire at them he somehow mishandled his gun and shot
himself in the hand with such force thar the ball passed rght
through it and whizzed past his whiskers.® Fortunately for him,
Smith's immediave and professional amendon saved what
remained of his hand.

Om rolled the cavalcade of wagons untl, on 27 Movember, it
reached Thaba ‘Wchu — or Black Mounmin - site of another
Wesleyan mission station. Here Bell was hard at work skewching
the Barclong, depicting them both dead (their burial customs
were interesting) and engaged in a variery of occupations. The
principal excitemnent of this visic was a hunt organised by the
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local chief, Moroka II, for the benefit of his guests, He took them
to & wide plain where there were remendous herds of antelape
of various kinds grazing peacefully in the grass, His huntsmen
rounded them up by closing in on them untl they were closely
packed in a circle three-quarters of 3 mile wide, Then, wrote
Burrow, "We began to chase and Bl as much as we could, and all
that were driven to the edge were stabbed while endeavouring to
break through the ring”” Eventually, even Burrow was sickened
by the slaughter. The amount of what we shot, or rather
murdered, [ Ferget,” he weate, “but [t was enormous.”

Heading southwest, the explorers crossed the Black Medder
River where, For the first time, they encountered a group af
Bushmen. ‘A mare mizerable group of human betngs could
scarcely be conceived,” commented Andrew Smith in his formnal
“They were besmeared From head to Foot by what we wonld call
Eilth, but which they consider convenient and essential to their
comfort." Charles Bell sketched them dancing and hunting and
he drew their weapons. He depicted the Modder River in water-
colour and the explorers’ cutspan beside it = but the beauty of
the fandscape az he portrayed it was deceptive. Burrow records
that by day the heat was unbearable and that throughout the
night he and his companions were ormented by mosquitoes.”
Diccasionally, in this remote region, the explorers encountered
tamilies of wandering trekboers in their dilapidated wagons;
these, too, Bell sketched and painted, conveying with bath skill
and humeour their austere lifestyle.

At last, a few days before Christmas 1834, Smith’s wagons,
now much ravel-stained, amived back in Philippolis and anv
weariness the travellers might have been feeling was dispelled by
the sight of the pile of letters awaiting them. There was one
addressed to Charles Bell from hiz mother and even though it
had been written the previous May, he was overjoved to receive
it "You cannot imagine with what pleasure | read owver the news
from East Mook," he wrote to his mother the following day in his
clear, cursive script, “for even though valued much in Cape Town
[letrers] are even ten times more 50 when rec’ in this far away
land &t they bring back the thoughts & remembrance of home
more strongly when there is nothing to diswact the mind &
prevent it from dwelling on them.' Bell writes fondly of various
members of his family — aunts and uncles, his grandmaother,
sister Christina and brodher David. He mentions, too, his uncle,
lohn Bell, in Cape Town trom whom he had received ‘a very
kind lenter letting me know that had he been in Cape Town |
would never have come on this pleasure jaunt by his leave &t had
I chought it possible he would have objected [ should never have
thought of it for a moment’.

To his parents, far away in Scodand where a black face was
seldom if ever seen, Charles's reaction to the indigenous people

he had encountered on the expedition must have been both
comforming and interestng. "We have found the Marives civil,
hospitable & kind,” he wld his mother, “8 have met with more
aggistance from them than we could have gor for nothing had we
wavelled as long in the Land o' Cakes™ & yer these are the people
of whose cruelties, barbariy, & ferociousness mavellers write 8t
waders tell.’ Charles assured his parents thar he had never before
Been in betrer health despite “hear, cold, sun 8 rain - night
watching & daily farigue’. He told thern thar all the members of
the party got on ‘good-humouredly vogether’ and that Smith was
“an excellent fellow in every way'. Yer why, one wonders, did he
did nat tell them thae it was he whom Smith had delegated w
take the Sunday services while on mek, even though (Burrow
execepted) he was the youngest member of the parme?™ And why
did he not once allude to the numerous drawings, paintings and
sktetches that he had made during the course of the joumney:
However, some shirts Mrs Bell had sent her son were deemed
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worthy of comment, even though “at present vou could see bew
symptoms of dandyism about me, for we can take but few
clothes to load the wagons ... & then the thom bushes make sad
wiork of everything but l2athers’,

Anocther legter that reached Charles Bell in Philippolis came
from twelvesyvear-old Christina, and his affectionate reply is
another among the few personal leters that have survived

[ eec’ your mice linde vidy short lecter here a Pewy daye apo, having pusz
arrived from Ear on the etbier side of ‘the back of Besront” .. [ think wou
woukd have laughed to e your Brother paving visits of ceremcny o the
Chiefs B supping thick sour milk & cold porridge with them — Eing
Mascheshe (i) of the Basothas ook 8 parsculas ancy o me & would
have cnade me his son in Law | dare sy — he presented me o his daugh-
ter whe kissed my hand in a sweet graciows mannee 8 brought me com
B Calfre beer — She paid me a visis afterwands at the waggans 82 [ palabed
her cheeks green B her browr rexl B [ dpped her nose with gold beaf 2 che
tald mie trough the [nterpreter that she thoughs e 8 very sweet yeung
man. But | bad mot the least ambition to become the son in bw even of
the Basuba king for all kis cacle 8 hends & mibes of naked Savages.

Clearly the expeditdon was living up wo all Charles had hoped. He
was seeing wild animals in their thousands against their own
rugged, African background, besides having the opportunity o
enjoy “excellent shooting & huntng’. The ‘Eiland’ was the
biggest of all the creamures, ‘larger than an ox’, he told Christina,
but none was more appealing than the ‘beautiful & graceful
Springbuck’. |t was all novel, marvellous and exciting, yet he
confessed o Christina that sometimes he longed to be sitting in
the parlour at home, ‘listening o my Father's Fiddle, or welling

Mama and vou long stories of what [ saw in the Centre of Africa
8: T assure you | will ell long enes of dreadful dangers & hair-
breadeh escapes, of savage beasts & more savage men, but
whether they are true or nat you must never inquire’ ™

But, the coten were being Inspanned and it was tme for the
party to leave Philippolis and contnue on s northward journey.
Unfortunately Captain Edie's injured hand did not improve and
he was obliged to rerurn to Cape Town for mare sophisticated
treatment than any Smith and his frst-aid box could provide. For
some diskance the captain rade alongside the wagons and then,
‘wishing us success,” wrote Burrow, ‘The] lett us with a heavy
heart amidst Hring and cheering’. Edie had maken charge of the
impressive collection of museum specimens that had been
assembled en rowse. Carefully packed for delivery to the
Associaton for Exploring Central Africa were 491 birds,

5% quadrupeds and 183 reptiles, besides quantites of gealogical
specimens and ethnic curios, In addition Edie took with him no
feweer than 131 drawings and paintings executed by George Ford
and Charles Bell.®

Chver four months had passed since Smith's men had left
Graaff-Reinet and their objectve now was New Latakoo, or
Kuruman as it was more properly known. This mission station
was a veritable oasis on the arid northern boundary of the Cape
Colony and headquarters, since 1824, of Robert Moffat of the
London Missionary Society.™ During this lap of the joumey it
rained almost ceaselesshy, forcing the wagons to wait for days on
the banks of the overflowing Vaal River. As last the warer-level
dropped, but even then the explorers had w wade, chin deep,
across the wrrent while the ceen were forced o swim.® One of
the wagons stuck in the mud; another overrumed, washing away
‘our small stock of necessaries’ (Burrow's words), including a
quantty of precious gunpowder.

On 30 [anuany 1835, Smith's wagons, more than a litle bat-
tered by now, reached ‘the long wished-for Latakoo . . . the most
pertect Swation we had et seen’ ™ They found an crderdy village
dominated by a fine church and with near stone houses sur-
rounded by beautiful, well-stocked gardens. Smith was greatly
impressed by what had been achieved; the mission stavon served
1o confirm his belief that 'religion and civilisation go hand In
hand with rapid strides”* Howeves, the visitars’ joy at Ending
themnselves among friends was somewhat subdued when they
learne that Moffar himself was desperataly (Il with Fevers, and that
his wifie, Mary, was at 'the very gates of death’ alter having given
birth to a son." Smith, whose arrival Maoffae Later described a3 "a
dispensation of mercy, ordered by that gracious Providence,
without whom a sparrew cannot fall w the ground’, immediseely
attended o his hosts” needs and before lang both Robert and
bary were restored o health.
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One of Smith's most important projects was to survey the
uncharted region bordering present-day Botswana, but for this he
required permission from the Matabele king, Mzilikazi, in whose
territory it lay. Moffar, who was forounately on excellent terms
with the monarch, immediately dispacched a messenger — he was
promised the gift of & cow for his [Abours - oo travel oo the royal
village of Mosega, about a week's journey north of the mission
station, and arrange a meeting. While the man was away, Smith,
taking Bell. Burrow and some others with him. set off w survey
the edge of the Kalahar desert northwest of Kuruman. It proved
to be an exhausing expediton. Intense heat alvemated with
violent, drenching thunderstorms. Smith's horse, his fRithful
cormnpanion since his days in the Eastern Cape, contracted a fatal
disease and died in what Burroww described as ‘great ooroure”

O one occasion, Charles Bell and a soldier named Tennant some-
how lost rouch with the wagons and were forced to spend an
entire pight clinging precariously to the branches of a thom tree
while rain pelted them from above and lions roared threateninghy
below. Youthful resilience was on their side, however, and once
gafely an the ground they managed to rejoin their companions.
Together they wavelled on untl they reached a dry salypan, oday
known as Heuningvlel. Game abounded in the viciniry, and it
was in this region that the mavellers saw giraffe for the firse gme.

Cn 10 May 1835, the returning parey reached the French mis-
slon statian at Motito where they mer Moffar's messenger on his
way back from Mzilikazi's keaal. The king, he sald, was prepared
tox recelve the parny as long as they had "clean heares™ — but woe
betide them (f they dared o lay hands on a single one of his car-
Hal® .Ft:lrl;'.:lll.'ltl,:'l}-' rhr:.' Whepa |-:'JI|1:'|J |:!|:.-' Babert Matfar himsel|
gesap, aftapeards: e was the bdeal PRESOn 10 ACE A5 I|!|I.E'|:|.|r'-:ﬂl."|.'.':,-'
berwreen Smitth and Mzilikazl, for a sincere fll-:'l'l-:].‘.E'.l]J .||re'.|.!|_':.-'
exizred heprasern the missionary and the monareh, ™ 1..'-":t5:|1:.:-: e
I1'-!-|.'--=.I::-I'I-:'l:| irl1.l1'|i.'r|i:|I:|*|_'_.r and ehe ]I'::'|g-}iu|..!-c"lll'll:','| horees wwere g5d-
died (Bell's had also succumbed to horse disease |:I:,' thils Hme and
Burrow's luckless mount was o dis sonn aberwards), and once
more the explorers were an trek.

Thiz area was untamied Abrica. Thers were no detined roads
bor the wagons to lollow and wavellers, swruggling over rocky er-
rain abounding with snakes and other wald creatures, had o
make their way from one waterhole to the next. But the scenery
was savagely beautiful, and a drawing that Charles Bell made of
the explorers’ outspan on the banks of the Great Choai saltpan
gives a graphic idea of both the landscape and the encampment

It was at this place that Smith's men had the exciting experi
ence of seeing and hunting dewn their bt rthinoceros = an ingi-
dent that Bell illusirated, stage by stage, Burrow’s diary records
that there were bao known species of thino = the black and the
white — but ‘with ourselves, lies the mert of the discovery of an

entirely new sort ... having owo homs of equal length, IF this had
been the only discovery we made, nawral history could not have
complained of the Expedidon.™

When, at the end of May, the explorers reached the approach
to Mosega they were met by one of Mzilikazi’s mdumss, a man
named Milapi, who had been sent to accompany them o the
roval village. Their fame, it scems, had gone before them, and
hardly had Mklapi armived at the camp when be begged to see
the sketches made by Ford and Bell. At the sight of them, his
astonishment was unbounded, for pictorial art, 50 it seems, was
unknown to his people. ‘He closely surveved each drawing,’
Andrew Smich wrote in his journal, ‘and after having done thae
he closely inspected the back of the paper expecting o find
appearances of the actual objects themselves, but observing them
to be perfectdy smooth and white, his wonder appeared ten-
fold.™ Midapi was then introduced to the two artists whom he
inspected solemnly from head to foot, no doubt secking some
indicadan of the extraordinary powers they possessed.

Early in June Smith led his men into Mosega - but Mzilikazi
was nowhere o be seen! Smallpox was rife in the land and in
terror of contracting it, the king had fed to one of his most
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remote kraaks, Undaunted, the expeditdon pressed on, and in a
kraal beside the Tolane River they came acress the mighty king of
the Matabele hidden away in an insignificant hut. Mevertheless,
the meeting was a friendby cne; Mzilikazi ordered his warriors o
honour his guests with war dances and o demonstrate their
skills ag praise-singing, both of which diversions Bell = judging by
his sketches - found extremely entertaining, The explorers,
upable to repay the king in like manner, showed Mzilikazi their
scientific instruments in which he took considerable interest, as
his pecple did in their clethes and other possessions. Then, after
an amicable parting, Smith and his men headed off towards the
southeast o explore the Magaliesberg

Herds of white thinoceros ranged freely in this area and once
mere Bell depicted 2 hunt, this ome with almeost grisly humaur,
Here, too, hippopotamus grazed in vast numbers and the expler-
ers, unable to resist such an easy target, immediately Fred at the
defenceless creatures. Within three hours no fewer than seven
hiel Been slaughtered and the fver ran red with their bloed
The whele camp scon became a scene of cooking and eating,
wrote Burrew; the meat had an interesting taste and he,
persenally, found hippopotamus foot reasted on an ant-heap to
be ‘a great dainne”™

Oin weent the caravan, heading in an easterly direction, but
when the wagoens ammived at the confluence of the Magalics and
Crocodile rivers the wagons were oo wide For the narrow poort
through which the mingled waters Howed.” Smith then twmed
towards the northwest and, ravelling along the slopes of the
Filanesberg, reached their former outspan at Tolane at the end of
July, Here, they parted with Mot who was understandably
anxious to return to his wite in Kuruman, and pursued their jour-
ney towards the northem limits of Mzilikazi's wemitcry. Charles
Bell appears to have revelled in the splendour of the landscape,
depicting the bold colours of rock and grass that changed as vad-
ously as the patterns in a kaleidoscope. But his paintings were
not limited to scenery: among other things, he recorded a variety
of brutal punishments meted out by Mzilikazi to people sup-
posed o have commimed offences.

Unfortunately, the explorers’ brief stop at Tolane was not a
peaceful one. Rumbles of discontent among the ‘lower orders’
turned o open protest when the men learnt that Smith, instead
of tuming homewards at this point. intended o contdnue
towards the Tropic of Capricom and so fulfil his pledge w the
shareholders. A few Berce words from the director diffused the
ughy situation, though one of the mutineers, Andries Botha,
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remained stubbornly recalcitrant, This man was reputedhy an
excellent shiot and for this reason Smith had included him in his
party, even though it meant obtatning his release from prison
wihere he was serving a sentence for murder.

Now it was the beginning of August and the expedition had
been on ek for over a yvear, Reluctandy, Smiths men once more
inspanned their oxen and set off towards the north, making their
weary way along the course of the Marico River undl it joined
the Limpopo. Leaving most of the paroy and the exhausted oxen
at this point, a group consistng of Smith, John Burrow and
ten of the men, continued towards the Tropic. Thorn bushes
blocked their paths and ripped their clothes; umbled rocks
almost upset their wagon, but they pressed on, even though the
river was running dry and there was scarcely any grass. Az last,
an f September, Dr Andrew Smith and his men miumphantly
reached the Tropic of Capricom, surveyed their surroundings
with joyous hears, and set off w rejoin the rest of the pary
before gratefully tuming for home.

The journey back te the Cape took the mavellers through
Mosega where Mrilikazi again welcomed them warmly and
announced that one of his chief frdionas, 2 man named
tkumbat, and his suive would accepr their invitation and
accampany them to Cape Town in order to consolidate the king's
relations with the British goverment. Then, taking leave of theis
host and loaded with gifts, the explorers continued towards
Kuruman and their friends, the Moffaws. From there they ravelled
southwards, on the way farding the Aooded and turbulent
Orrange River on a rickety pontoan. By now the relentless
demands of the long journey and the unremiming hostilitg of the
African ervain had become too much for thelr weary animals.
One by one the [ithful oxen were overcome by sickness or
exhaustion, and the wavellers grieved o see them dropping dead
beside the track. Then there followed the homifying experience of
the irrespansible (and, accarding v John Burrow, dpsy) Andries
Botha, who was clawed to death by a Hon - no doubt Fair
punishment for having betraved Smiths erust i him.

At last, the ravel-weary explorers reached the borders of the
Cape Calopy and on 4 January 1836 they staggered into Graaff-
Reinet, their mission accamplished and their sponsors’ faith in
them justified, But still they had o endure 8 Wwagon joumey to
Part Elizabeth and eight days at sea cramped in a small brig
before they and their precious cargo = not to mention Mzilikazi's
envoys = sailed sately into Table Bay. An enthusizstc crowd of
triends and relations greeted them, none mare welcoming than
Colonel [ohn Bell and his wife. They must have been proud
indeed to learn that Charles, who had left nearly two years
before as the least important member of the group, had returned
a3 its-second in command, ™ Hardly mare than a bov when they

last saw him, he had developed into a confident voung adult,

his skin tanned by the African sun, his intellect sharpened and
his emotions matured by all he had experienced. During the
pxcursion be had recorded. in some owo hundred skeoches and
paintngs executed with livelr and steadily improving skill, sights
and scenes of an Africa and its pecple until then unknown and
undreamt of by the rest of the world.
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Much of interest had accurred at the Cape since Charles Bell bad waved goodbye to brr well-wisbers at the
ﬂﬁrﬂ:n'ﬂ.hrr_r,r o thal n{r{.lf!ﬁ.r maradg in {854, Lelfters reached the travellers mfy cntermitfently once they bad left Graafi-
Reinet, but vomewhere on biv journey Bell bad probably learnt that, at the Cape, the frecing of wlaves on 1 December
18534 — according to an Act of Parlizment passed some theee years earlier — bad not been without ite proflema, that
i.'-'_,rrf.l.!i!' lencke :.p"m;'f:‘rﬂarf cenpeinsalion ﬁcu:g eipperiical in the ndrds u_,l".t.&' erwbwbile masters, On a more .c‘.&e:n.'u_e; fonkey
there bad been the ceremonial apening, in December 1834, of the new English eharch — later 8t George s Catbedral —
i the presence of St Bengamin 1'Urban and a boot of atber dgnitarcea It was the first Episcapalian place of worsbip
ter bre evected in Cape Town dtoelf and the grownd plan of the bandsone colonnaded building bad been dewigned by none
atber than the versatile Colonel Jobn Bell? But with the end of 1854 newy coaved o reach the expedition almoat entirely

ﬁr corimranicaliong were ..rr.'w.'r'r:f_yr mﬂ‘dr!rdhr the ouwtbreak :._rj" we —_fﬂr the sixth teme — on the Eaastern Frontier

==

Once he was back in Cape Town, Charles would have heard,
for the first dme, the epic saga of how his uncle's friend, the
dashing and popular quanermaster-general, Colonel Harry
Smith, had galloped out of Cape Town on New Year's Day 1535
and cavered the &0 miles — almost 1000 klometres — w
Crahamstown in less than six days in an anempt o restore arder
out of the chacs in that area. He was, on the whaole, successiul
but even so, much suffering, pillage and bloodshed had 1o be
endured by bath sides belore hostlides ended in August 1835,
This was followed by the implementation of Sir Benjamin
D'Urban's new fronter policy which included the annexation of
the land berween the Keiskamma and Kef rivers as the provines
of Queen Adelaide. In the eves of the white setders, the scheme
had cereain virnues but any pasitive effeces were nullified in
Decermnber 1835 when Lard Glenelg, the philanthropically
inclined Brivish colonial secretary, issued a despatch completely at
variance with DUrban’s policy. As if this were not enough, the
general unrest already prevailing among the Xhosa on the
Frontier and beyond the Kei was being steadily exacerbated by
pressure from the powerful Zulu nation to their northeast.
Remate as the Cape Peninsula cerainly was from all chis turmoidl,
the insecurity it caused eventually fltered southwards, and of
this Charles must have become aware $oon after his retumn.

Yet, despite all these alarms and disturbances, 1835 had
proved a tme of prospeniny at Cape Town Itself. There had been

a considerable import of capital; Government revenue was
increasing and, paradosically, optimism regarding the economic
future of the Celeny was high among the local merchant class.”
Perhaps it was the sense of permanence engendered by a feeling
of financial security that, during 1835, led Colonel Bell 2 buy a
property of considerable size in the leaby suburb of Rondebosch,
an the eastem side of Table Maountain, and to build a house on
the foundatons of the Durch dwelling that had smeod there.*
Possibly political events mattered less to Charles Bell, on his
resurm o Cape Toswn at the end of January 1836, than the revival
af old friendships, particularly with two exceedingly interesting
families whom he had met at the Cape not long before the
expediton set off. First there were Thomas and Mary Maclear
wha, with their Hve young daughters, had arrived ar the Cape
on § January 1834 and swittly established a firm and lasting
friendship with the Bells. Thomas Maclear, a medical doctor by
profession, had recently been appointed astronomer in charge of
the Cape’s Roval Observatory, a fine neoclassical-style building
erected six years eaclier, The easy hurly-burly in which his lively
young family lived must have provided Charles with a pleasant
relief from his clencal duties in the government offices. At all
events, on Thursday 11 February, less than a formight after his
return t Hepe Mill, Charles paid a call on the Maclears and may
whiell have given his hosts a private view of some of the skerches
he had made dunng the expedition. Another frequent visitor to
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Shooting hippo in the Marico
River. 1835.

Warercolaur (monochmome),
12Fx 178 cm
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them with even the hope of financial gain, appreciated its scien-
tific merite and agreed that the most valuable specimens and
ohjects should be sent to London For exhibition withour delay.
Smith's report was duly published by the Cape Government
Gazefte and a copy despatched wo the Roval Geographical
Sociery, which not only discussed it ar a meedng in London on
10 August 1836, but reprinted some sections in its Proceedings.

Meanwhile, in Cape Town 5mith's exhibition of zoological
specimens had been mounced at the museum in Looyer’s Plein
{in 1851 to become the site of 5t Mary's Roman Cathalic
Cathedral), while the drawings made by Charles Bell and George
Ford were displayed round the comer at Mo. 2 Hope Streec®
Ford rapidly capitalised on his success as an ardst by inserting
an advertizement for his services as miniaturist and drawing
instructor in the South African Commerdial Adveriser, strategically
placing it alongside a notice announcing the display of his - and
Bell’s — skerches.

The exhibition creared a considerable sor among the people of
Cape Town. Even if there were those who could not appreciate
the scientfic significance of the zoological exhibit, they must
have been stuck by the singularicy of the animals and by the
beaury and spectacular colour of the birds” plumage, as well as
by the minute detail in which the paintings had been execured.
There were also numerous ethnological exhibis on show and
these, together with Charles Bell's spirited depicdons of the

appearance and cestoms of the indigenous people of the subcon-
tinent, must have opened up a wosld unknown to ordinary
colonists in those days belbore the Great Trek had got hully under
way and before photography was known at the Cape. Certainly
not least appreciative of the importance of the expedition was
5ir John Herschel, who brought his wike to visit it although she
had been confined only three weeks eaclier with their fourth
child, a boy to be named Alexander. Herschel found the
drawings of Ford and Bell to be "'uncommonly beaudbul’ - a
compliment indeed, coming as it did from a man whe was no
mean artist himself” '

Perhaps the visitor most impressed by the exhibidon was
Piazzi S3myth, who described it in a letter written at the time o
his mentor, the English lawyer and antiquarian, DOr John Lee.™ He
had found the meeting of the Association for Exploring Central
Alfrica to be ‘most interesting from the magnitude & richness of
the collections which it brought home’, while “the drawings
abour 500 in number ranked frst, from their rmath 82 exquisite
workmanship: the natural history is by Mr Ford a most indefad-
gable & wlenced arast’. The landscapes and figures, he wrote,
were by Charles Bell, “2t are abour as well executed in their line
as the others in theirs: his pencil has a peculiar owist 3 he has
hit off the manners and customs of the natves o a t."' Piazzi
Smyth never forgor that exhibition. Mearly fifoy years later, in an
obituary o his friend he wrote, in a torment of admiration:

Eweryome was astonished, delighted and instucted at inding the walks of
the moom decosased by nearly three bundred of .0, Bell's drawings . . .
There, in those machless drawings, was the peculiar counery the expedi-
ton had passed through, in is mnueer as well as #ts larger feanures;
unadubterated, moreover, anistcally, by any methods of drowing mught at
home on Englisk oees and bedges and shady lanes; for C.0, Bell had
taught himeelf in South ARica on exactdy what remure presented o him
there. Hence was the great intericr's physical geography, gealogy, and
vege@tdon, oo, where there was any, depicted again and again, eicher in
brillian: colowr, or dkisresare force of black and white, and almaost perfect
wruth of oudine; with the very atmosphere also betore cne m ook inm, it
shimmered and bodled in che vividness of solar light, and ower stony sur
faces heated o 140" or 150" Fabr but yet gamished with episcdes of the
wild animals of the regicn = penemlly gigancc anamals of South Africa
miday, but of ather parts of the earth anly in some past gealogical age;
and with lifelike examples of the namees of every wibe, whose lands the
expedidon had maversed, depicsed in their most chamcrenstc avocanons.

Whar iz particularly interesting, though, is thar, according o
Piazzi Smyth, Bell 'drew as much, ar more, from memory in the
silent watches of the nighe, as by skerching direct from nature
through the day'.”

[t is not certain when Charles Bell remurned o his humdrum
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duries i otfe Asdir I:Ii."lu.'-::_. but he must have worked diligenty figure 4 Bushman method of catching animals in pitfalls.

for before long he was promoted to the lofty post of first clerk Watercobour. 14 x 21.5 em. Bell Heritage Trust Collection, UCT

which braught with it a salary increase of E30 a year™ It seems

that the swark was tolerable and the company in the old govern- Frtlowing bis bl as ome of the ardsts for e expredinion, Bel! degncred, amvomwg atfer thiwgs, the aifferenr lnmsing sneithods
ment offices pleasant - despite the prevailing and noxious smells of e foan! panyle ke amd b compaviers encotomteread Wink s sougl fide, fernsions marere ana sheee bull, the dinpcens
emanating from the canal in the Heerengrache outside, wis cleardy s awinal 1o be frfled with, Nevertheless, Andrew Swith, Dol Hlustrated Zoalogy of South Africa, o

;.1'.'.r."n-=.-.l.|lqj|-' .-a'l'-:.-l';:."rc-. witly ar gardy AESITIPNACTT .1,I'.'I|r RO T ISSOMANY Wi snrhed mhear & inad a fJ.:' vl horm
weinch “wlien the awimal i asleer . o e carledt Ble ohe mank of an slepphan, bur ecovres perfeche fm and hand
iehe iy gt 5 e, ad especirlly welew r'ur:l.ﬁrr:.; A engmy’

Any shorcomings in Charless daily labours would have been
more than compensared bor by the interest provided by his social
lifs and, in pardeular, by his expanding circle of friends. Cn at
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pateaeh, Bell dpjraremly made

forir comiraiioas of the dooweed

least vwo occasions during this period he was invited to dinner
parties which he was unlikely o forger The first rook place on
Sarurday 9 April 1836." His host was the wealthy merchant

Iohn Bardwell Ebden and, presumably, the venue was Belmont,
the splendid house Ebden had built for himself in Bandebosch

It must have proved a stimulatng gathering for the guests

and Mirs
Charles Cormweallis Michell. The Maclears and Dr Andrew Smich

the Hagship HMS:- Thaliz, and his wife, as well as Maj




were there, as well as Colonel Bell and Lady Catherine. Another
guest was Baron von Ludwig, apothecary, horticuleuris: and
businessman of Cerman birth who was renowned for the won-
derful garden of both exotic and indigenous plants that he had
created in Kloof Sweet. Mot recorded, however, is whether
Ebden included any of his many progeny, most of them alreadsy
voung aduls, in the parmy. [t would indeed be interesting to
know whedher this was the Hrst occasion on which Chardes Bell
met the fascinating Martha Antoinetta, fifth of Ebden's six
daughters. Be that as it may, the guests must have been some-
what discracted by the outbreak of a fire in Belmont's adjoining
vineyard during the evening; fortunately the house, which scill
stands,"” escaped the blaze.

The second significant dinner party which Charles Bell artend-
el at this time was given by the Herschels, whose invitation was
for 6 o'clock on the evening of Wednesday, 15 june 1836. On this
accasion the guests were even more celebrated and the conversa-
tion must have been scindllatng to say the least. One of those
present was Caprain James Edward Alexander, soldier and oav-
eller, who had fought in varous wars in such far-flung places as
Russia, Turkey, Parugal and the Eastern Cape. Later he was w
see service in the Crimea, Canada and Mew Zealand and o go
exploring, to some extent in the footsteps .of Andrew Smith
{of whom he appears w have been unreasonably jealous) in the
interior of southern Africa.” Bur even Capaain Alexander pales
in companson with the owo men who were probably guests of
honour on that winter evening — the charming Robert Fitzroy,
hydrographer, meteorclogist and captain of HWMS Beagle, at that
ame ling at anchor in Table Bay;"™ and, with him, the ships naty-
ralise, a young man named Charles Darwin, destined to become
famaus for his epoch-making theory of evalution. OF course, no
one at that dinner table could have known that some twenty.
three years from then he was to publish one of the most notakble
scientibic works the world has ever known, his sraginnr opus, Ow
the o af gpedes. And, when the book did appear in 1859, what,
one wanders, was the reaction of that good Presbyterian, Charles
Bellt Darwin recorded the occasion in a letter written to John
Stevens Henslow, at that time professor of botany at Cambridge
University. OF Herschel Diarwin wrote: ‘He was exceedingly good
natured, but his manners at Grst appraced to me rather awiul.™
Of Charles Bell, not surprisingly, he made no mention at all.

Stmulating as these events must have been to a young man
with a mind as alert as Charles Bell's, there would have been
times when he welcomed the opporunity simply to have hm.
Such an occasion was the ‘fancy ball’ - an extremely popular
and fashionable form of entemainment at the dme — which Sir
Benjamin and Lady D'Urban organised at Government House on
19 July 1836, Cape Town's society was there in force, including

sevieral members of the expedition. Naturally, the Maclears were
amaong the guests, and in her diany the observant Mrs Maclear
writes that Lady D'Urban wore “a very rich costume of the time
of Cueen Mary', and that a prominent medical man, coyly
referved to as "Dt L but undoubredly the well-known D Louis
Liegching, had risked both reputaton and digni o appear
disguised as Cld Moses ™ This old tarterdemalion, reputedly

2 discredited army officer umed money lender. with his
‘nor-wester hat, chalk pipe, spurs and money-bag', was a familiar
sight in Cape Town and the subject of an amusing skerch by
Thomas Bowler.

Bur of all the fancy costumes on view thar night, none aroused
more amusement than those sported by ‘Messrs B and B, as Mrs
Maclear referred to them, but undoubtedly none other than
Charles Bell and his fellow traveller, John Burrow. These “owo
young rips” had rigged themselves up as Mzilikazi and his great
wife and, in Mrs Maclear’s words, “were the most remarkable
Hgures in their karcsses of leopard skins and fringes. The chief
had a curlous collar round his neck (o grin dhrough) and bose
shield and assegais; his wife had a child at her back.” Ax all
events, the general atmosphere in the ballroom of Government
House was one of merriment and the music for the quadrilles,
the walezes, the gallopades and reels was provided with verve
and enthusiasm by the bands of the 27th and 98th regiments. As
if the impresston made by the owo ‘Messrs B on this occasion
had not been enough, they repeated the performance at ‘a
Juvenile parey” (5ir John Herschel’s words) given by Calonel and
Lady Catherine Bell only four evenings later to celebrate their
nephew'’s homecoming, Attired in the same garb, they exaggerated
their amboolery by ‘dipping for apples in Hour with the hands
behind [and] grinning with orange peel teeth’™

By Seprember the exhibits were ready bor despatch and a
notice was placed in the Commrercial Advertiser™ calling bor renders
For ‘a number of Wooden Cases for packing specimens of Matural
Histary tor Transmission to England”, There is no knowing
whose tender was successhul, but the task must have been com-
pleted in ime bor the crates and their precious contents o
accampany’ Andrew Smith when he retumed oo his militany
duties in England early in February of the following year. He lost
no time in contacting the Royal Geographical Sociery and in
making arrangements for an exhibiton at which would be
displayed not only the specimens and artifacts broughe back from
the Expediton into Central Africa, but the arnwarks of Gearge
Ford and Charles Bell too. The exhibition opened at London's
Egyptian Hall in July 1837 and, at an enrance price of one
shilling per visitor. ran for a year™

Smith had every intentgon of publishing his expedigon journal,
copiously illuswrated by Ford and Bell, as soon as possible -
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indeed, a notice announcing its immi-
nent appearance was printed on the
back of the catalogue to the exhibi-
gon. However, this was not to be,
probably because at the dme Smith
was preoccupied not only with his
medical responsibilities and with
what Piazzi Smyth referred w as
‘curiosities in the way of undescribed
snakes”, burt also with ansdeties arising
from the exhibition's complete failure
to pay for its expenses.™ Meanwhile,
both Ford and Bell had been obliged
to hand over their arwaorks 1o their
former chief. who, after a lapse of
some eight years, did publish whaz
was ta prove his masterplece, the
magnificent Mistmied Zoology of South
Africa in five volumes, The llustra-
tons — hand-coloured lichographs —
were almost entirely by George Ford
with the exception of one or rwao
which may have been the wark of
Charles Bell, although the book does not give him credit for them,.
The fortunate Ford was thus allowed the pleasure of seeing his

laure & Corptinis porpinreclopha
Watsrcolour. Mustration in Smith, Andrew. Mustered Zoslogy
of Seveeh Affat; Smith, Elder B Coo, London, 1849,
Sputh African Museum.

Tve purple-crested foure, painted Iy Clutrles Bells fellow srirse
Crrorge Ford, it accompdiied the Exprdinon for Explonng
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works published within a decade; not
50 Bell whose ‘brilliant collection of
picces of graphical informarion’,
according wo Plazzi Smyth, ‘never saw
light again unuil, after pwrenty years, a
few of them swaggled our to lustrate
later mavellers” books'.™ This s only
partly true: in 1842 one of Bell's
sketches appeared as the frondsplece
to Roberr Maoffar's Misiomary bifpurs
and seemes, and another was wsed as
an luseraton in David Livingstone's
Jﬂémi.:-uar:,- drvels il resednghes, pub-
lished in 1857. One of the "wavellers'
books' Plazzl Smyth was referring to
was probably James Chapran's
Trarvels i the interior of Seuth Afrka
which made an appearance in 1868,
Tt was ilustrated with a number of
engravings based on drawings Bell
had made during the expedition.

Back in the Cape Town of 1837,
the Bells were by now comfortably
settled in what Lady Herschel described as “their premy new
heuse on the Camp Greund”.® Conveniently placed about
halfway berween their friends, the Herschels at Feldhausen and
the Maclears at the Reyal Observatory, the property had a superb
view of Table Mountain’s eastern buttresses, Most of the neigh-
bours were prosperous merchants, some of whose spreading
eatates were still planted with vines and it trees established
almest two centunes earlier, Colonel Bell had called his new
home after Mount Canigow, a wildly beautiful area in the eastern
Pyrenees where he had served duning the Peninsular War, and
had made it into “an excellent, comfortable 8 very handsome
Ceentlenanitke Residence’. 5o at least wrote Charles Bell in a long
lekter to his sister, Christing, on 8 November 1837,

He hag excellent casze in Buellding, and planned the house in the
Elizabethan manorhouse sryle and has succeeded completely in building
el pretiest house s the Cepe. My room B in the Garret — an excellent
ot wieh capiral light for drswing and | have flled it wath all soats of
matural curlossies e, [[] have peneally got 8 time snake or two in it
arsdl all sorts of drmwing, engraving and madelling toals.”

Unbortunately Christina’s reply - if she wrote one — has not sur-
vived; it would be interestng to know how she el about ‘the
tame snake or pao’,

Lite for the elder Bells must have been pleasant indeed once
they had moved to Canigou. ‘Lady Catherine is glad wo club with
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me," wrote her fiend Lady Herschel to her brother Duncan, a figure & Rhinoceros at bay.

doctor stationed in India, "2 we drive & make visits together, or Wazercobour. 13,5 % 21 em. Bell Herizage Trust Collection, UCT

dine with them en famille." Canigou boasted a splendid garden

where both Colonel Bell and Lady Catherine spent many hours Bell sl aiid deew évery sbge of e shagsteniag of oo — @ derwn-nn process owmg 0 the ammal'’s
working among their plants, though mase of their labour stazenini vl exmraosdidnly rovgh sk fa lus Fournal St wiere: “To anempr Enlling fhisocers or elepiurms o
appeared to consist of superintending the gardener, “This is an fptpcposctnn wibl fuollers parely comyprosed of lead B vl Ohinly drose porrlally made of some fueder nretal being

covstitined & i dativer of these ammals. The Bulless, therefore, commpnly smyloped By the Soutk Afrcair fuwsers ang

excellent thing for both of them,” wrote Charles enthusiastically, ;
comiprcsed of mie part preieter amd e parks fad

‘and the consequence is that it counteracts the bad effect of Our
Uncle's-close attendance at Office & prevents both of them from
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Canigou. Cape of Good
Haope. October 1851.

Pen and wash, 1%5 x 385 cm.
Hell Heritage Trust Collection,
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being much troubled with ill health.” Every day Colanel Bell
drove in his carage from Rondebosch to the government attices
in town and it is likely that his nephew accompanied him, Fo
Charles, these six-mile journeys must have been highly entertain-
bng bor, as hewrate to Christing, his uncle was “the most agree-
able & amusing companion’. Dinner parties at Canigou, too,
were highly diverting with Calone] Bell as host, For not only was
he a man possessed of great funds of information, but he kept his
guests in a ‘constant bt of laughter' by telling funny stories and,
according to Charles, “mlking Scotch”, Seldem did Charles see his
uncle with what he called “the ruffied remper’, and Lady
Catherine was unfailingly kind to him. Thus within our own
home,” he informed his sister, '1 have a socieny which it requires
somme temptation to induce me to quit.™

But, of course there comes a time and a situation when a
Yaung man must quit the security of his own combortable home,
though such temptation did not come Charles Bell's way for gev-
eral vears. He remained on in the Audic Ofhce even thaugh (o
September 1838 he was appointed to serve a3 relief to the clerk
of the Legizlative Council, a certain KB, Hamilton, wha was
away in England on long leave ™ On 31 January 1539 he wrote to
his mother describing his wiaork:

o8

[ have nonw had theee monchs of wial and 1 Kke it very mach- [t s a posi
tisn of considerable respansiblline - and [ have plenty af wark during the
sizting of Council bur (v i thar s of work thas it is 3 pleasure @ do
because | feel that it is of some impemance. [ sit opposie te Govemnar
Council 8 note down all the procecdings, publish the Ordinances or
Laws & if | dowrong not even the dMembers of Council can And Rl
with me except by 8 formal Complaing 1o the Govemnor in Council so
that | am cosmpletely my own mastel

Chatles then goes on o give his parents some idea of Colonel
John Bells respansibilities as colonial secrerry ac the Cape:

by uncle has hard werks of i Everathing depends on him, ar leass in

the Civil Service, through this lage exvent of Country — he recelves all
communications thraugh his Office 1 the Government B ssaes all orders
froam the Government - his health s wondedully good. Lady Catherine
suffers micre from bad heahh than he do (zic} being very subject
viclent Headaches — andl & conswane severe Cough, Thelr landress o

me is unchanged

Socially, the Bells continued o mowve in the governor's circle and
Chares, in chis letter, telis his parents how Sir George Mapier, in
office for the past vear, had ‘taken a country house™ only 300
vards from Canigou. 'Before [Sir George] left England,’ wrore
Charles, ‘he Fell in love with a very beautful widow with E2000
a year and we hear she has saled in the “Euphrates” 1o join him
here, She is expected every day & our House 8 in preparation to
receive her untl her marriage so we'll have a grand wedding
soon.” In Fact. Sir George Napler - a gallant soldier wha had lost
his right arm during the Peninsular campaign — married Frances
Drarothea Williams Freeman in 5t George’s Church (Rates
Cathedral), Cape Town, on 12 March 183%

Somehow Charles managed to combine his duties in borh
departments, at the same time fnding himself increasinghy
interested in land surveyving. Experienced as a draughsman and
competent with figures, he had leamt something of what sunsey-
ing involved from John Burrow during their travels with Andrew
Smith. Mow he made it his business to study the subject seriously
and to qualify in it, taking the examination bebore the surveyar-
general, now Colonel Charles Cormwallis Michell, *bar Bell has
gone through every part of the examination with the highest
credit to himself," reported Michell, ‘evincing throughout guch
superior abiliny thae 1 Feel it my duty to record the same in rec-
ommending him to His Excellency for nominaton.™

Charles Bell, aged swenty-four, was now a qualibied land
surveyor. He was duly mansferred to the office of the surveyor-
general and embarked on the profession that was to occupy
him, and to which he would be a credit, for the rest of his
wiorking [ife.

HE LIFE AMD WORE OF CHARLL !




CHAFTER 1 THE IMMIGEANT

1 Capr Covermment Carens, 27 Aupguse 1230

2 See [abn Mileon (1608-1674), Paradse Los,
bank 2

3 Al=o cecasionally known s Malmakson,
Hopemille or Mill Gardens.

4 Lemer Fram Lady Cacherine ta her Gtherin:
Lo, Dawvid Bell, 23 Oorober 12279, Bell
Heritage Trusz BC 686 (19, na. 18{L

5 Dizviomany of Fourh Alnzae fogeply, Cape
Terwm, 1574, wol 1, p. 665

6 The genealogy of the Bell clan is maced in
deral] in Adesronial of e Clan of she Bale . by
Charles Davidson Bell; printed by Saul
Solamon, Cape Town, 154,

7 RBH. Simons, Misery of St Pauls sl
Rowaebapcl 18340247, umpucblished
MAnNUSCEpE

B Bell I-T:rlr.a;g: Trust B 684 (1%, no. JEf:l. A
passage [mom o bewer, datsd 25 December
E334, rom Bedl to his E2-vear-ald siswer
Chiriscina, reads ... 1 oben think of Mewdall,
Cambixden and Elrgshams schaal and many
a wash rises in my heact that [ saw them
again...". Cambe Den i a small wooded ar=a
s Eagr Mewhall.

9 See Charles Piazzi Sl "Charkes Davidson
Bell”, pbinury in Froccedings of ohe Repal Secey
of Edferiurigh, vol. 12, 18861837, p. 15

10 Jammes Wilkie, Hyugane F@, Edinburph, 1931,
P, 305

11 Bell Heritage Truist B 8B6 (23, na. 1a).

12 Dieothes Fairbidpe fod ), Leves flom ohe Cape
iy Lty Do Glordow, London, 1927, po 154,

13 The original Inhabicanes af the Cape, mare
comreptly knewn ag Ehodkhal, of ‘men of
men’.

14 W Conwper Rage, Fowr pears i s Afnce,
Landen, 1928, p. 4

15 On this occaswon, I'Ohdy was at the Cape
fram 3 Apnd 1832 unol the middle af 1333,
See A Gorden Brown, inreductan o The
Caypre sberclibonks of Siv Chades D'Oply, Cape
Toam, 1368

16 C, Piozel Srepyeh, ' Charkes Danvidson Bell’,
obitury, po 15,

17 Taday the Sauth Alcan Cultural Histone
ST

18

14

20

21
22

22,

26

NOTES
o

Cape Archives GH 2310, 1831, Lesters fram
5ir Lonwmy Code o Colaned John Bedl,

JB. Ebden (1787-1873), & pramlnent citlzen of
Cape Town, was, among other things, a
faunder of the Cape of Good Hope Bank and
of thve Cape Town Chambeer of Commerce.
He was alsa a dinscear of the Brst railsay
campany and 3 member of parliament.
Hamilion Bass (1775-1853) was a liewrenang
in the Peiteh army which teok accupaton af
the Cape in 1795, He mamed a bocal gird and
remained ar the Cape 0o become & successbul
entreprensur with many inberess,

Cape Almawac, 1632,

Fram this instinicen evalved the South
African Callepe School (1874} and the
Unrversioy of Cape Town [1915].

Aarred Taylor v, 1743-1811) published his
Uiversal Syetem of Stenogrophy and Shoen
Hand Wiiting” in 1734, after which the
method was widely used unail the middle of
hse minereenth century, e in Plmnan's short-
hand, veraels were indicated by the positicn
of dogs. See H, Clame, Shonfund systems of the
weld, g, 100,

Cormspondence in the possession of Robin
Fryde, benween him, Monsgnar Donald de
Beer and Gecdfrey Bonszll, 1579 and 1920,
Leewwenhof was built by the fiscal, Jahsnnes
Bleshss, who was Eﬂnmd the land m 1557,

It is now the official residence of dhe leader of
the political party in power in e Wesbem
Cape.

Buille on the farmy, Boscheuvel, srgmally grant-
ed o Jan van Bicheeck, Probes was acquined
by FLC.D Mimmier, lawndidrost of Graatf-Remet,
Iy 1805 arsd larer leased by him o the Cales.
En 1651 Mayneer sold the estate of 213 scres
i Rabest Gray, first Anglican bashap of Cape
Towm, whe charged dis namie o Bishopaoowm,
Bell Heritage Trust Skewchlaok ao. 1- Cape
Slerchics.

CHATTER 2 TOWARDS CAPRICORM

1

. Plazei Syl ‘“Tharles Davideon Bell',
obsuary, p. 15,

2 Tud,

3 The Cape of Gl Hize Literaey: Gazene, 1 July

1633, p. 5.

4 Alexander Wichie, Mevssr of Sir Audnew Snusk,

Abvwick, 1877, p. 4.

5 Advercsing sheet amached o The Cape of Cood

Hepe Liverang Gazene, 1 July 1823,

& PR Kishy (e}, The diry of Dr Audrew Seih,

Cape Towm, 1940, wal 1, pp. 2732

7 Diavid 5, Evans o al (ed.h, Hierschel ar i Cape,

Cape Towmn, 1969, p. 58, Sir fohin Herszhel
{1792-1871} visized the Cape Fram Peitain
becween L334 and 1238 in order ve clserve
thet sawathern skies. This he did while based st
the estate “Feldhazen” (alse knawn a3 The
Growe”) in Claremong, An obelisk, sreced by
the people of Cape Town in gratitude for his
conziderable conmibutan bo local educadon,
was 52t up on the site of his 2foot reflecing
elescope and Is now a focal palnr in dhe
prounds of the Grove Primary Sthool

B Cape Archives A 515 Baclear Papess. Latter m

Sir Francis Beaufoar (1774-1857), myvenoar of
the Beaubore Scale, and or that dime lydragea-
pher o che Boval Mayy,

2 C Tazz Smayth, "Tharles Diavidsan Bell’,

10
11

12

abitiary, p. 12,

Cape Archives £0 424,

Cape Archives A 515 Maclear Papers,

2 July 1834

Andrew Geddes Bain [1797-1864), exploser
rracler; pianest road engineer ard geolagisr,
arrived at the Cape from Scorand in 1916
He made several hazsrdous journeyps into the
intesiar and served in the Sixth Fronder War af
E334-1835 before being approinsed ins pocoos
of Cape roads. He comstrucred several moun-
tuin passes, including Miichall's Paz {Ceraz)
arsd Padn’s Klood (vellingron) and, asa
palacantalogisn, he discoversd o number of
bossils previcushye unknown. The gealay of
Sewrl Affa, published i 1831, brough him
wirld secognition.

13 The three Ceemman missionanies were

14

DLA, Emut, August Gebel and Johan Schmsde,
Sent b Seuth Adrica by che Perdin Missionary
Saciery, they lefr the party az Philippolis to
eetnbdtsh @ rnssion stadon ac Fl-er.h:n:.-'-:m the
Réet River

‘Shewed him many objects in the 30-feer -

ROZIEY
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20 Cape Archives 55 17171,

21 Cape Alweawarc, 1545,

22 Cape Archives OO 4532, better of
16 Mevember 1844,

258 Acos 6 & 7 (1634 of Williom IV the so-called
Cape af Gocd Hope Funishment Azt

24 Karel Schoeman fed.), The Toorfoweir s of
Wiliim Porer, Cape Torwn, 1592, passim,

25 Ibid., pp. 15-1%

26 Thid., p 22,

CHAFTER 5 THE MIDDLE YEARS

1 Mutual Life Aasurance Sociery of the Cape of

Good Hope. Annual Repear, 1855,

Cape Aschives 305 17180 1

A eowmn situbved o the Kat Blver abour

14 kilomseires nonth of East London,

4 Brian Aldridee, "Cape balays in Acoon’,
Clusaresy Bl of she Sounh Afacae Liimrey,
val. 27, no. 2, Decermnber 1972, Pr- 2434

§ . Plazzi Smoch, ‘Charfes Diavidson Rell’,
oy, fo20

6 Cape Archives 55 200/1/5, Lewer of 28 August
1 B45,

7 Cape Archives A 515 Maclear Papers. By
‘carbonatiie’, Bell means o mutton cutlet
usually gnlled over a fire and eaten in the

'
3

open
8 Pldllids Brooke Simons, Chd Sl
TAgF=1445, Cape Towm, 1995, p. 23,
9 Cape Archives 50 2015105, Leater of
A iy 1547

10 Dizsiowanyr of Seunh Afnzay Sogrysy, vol. 4,
Pp. SQfSaT.

11 Crawbard Libiary, Roval Observarcay,
Edanburgh, quoied by Baian Wamer in
"Lithagraphs by Charles Dawvidson Bell',
Afnzaua Maves amd Mews, wol. 24, e 8§ June
1961, p. 196

12 This walume is naw m the passession al the
Paotnl Saciery of Edinburgh and the stosy
af it ciscoveny is tald by Probessar Brian
“Warner in an articke published in the now
discomuimued joumal, Afnsana Maes and Niws,
wal. 24, na. A, June 1981,

13 ‘Wamer, ‘Lithcgraphs by Charles Davidsan
Bell’, p. 194,

14 [hid., p. 157,

15 Cape Archives OC 2717,

16 Cape Aschives 506 141/10958

17 pupusl Life Assuranes Sockery, Minunes,

i December 1849,
18 Cape Archives C5C 171064, no. 24 af 1650
19 Cape Archives GH 2300, 24 June 1833

A0 Cape Archives & 515 Maclear Papers,

21 British civil servants and amy afficers on
burlough Eram Indi were generalbe known
locally as ‘Tnddane”.

22 William Pester.

23 Cape Archives A 515 Maclear Papers.

24 Cape Archives CRC 200154, no. 24 of 1850,

25 The evidence of this s a porwait of a Fhet bay
by Beell wehiich he dated 17 Cheraber 1850,

26 Cape Archives OS50 101854,

2T Saee Slenons, Harey of 5 Pl ok,
ungpublisked manuscaps.

Z8 Bell Heritage Trust BT SBA.

3 Thid

M Cape Archives M0G0 20AE31

81 Ihid.

32 Dictisnary of Souck African Riograeby, val. 1,

p. B3

CHAFTER & DIVERSITY IN MATURITY

1 It broke gurwhen a coloatal pacmal an che
Bizomiah Pass was anacked by Mpglka
wartions incensed by the recent depasition, by
ifie Bricshi, of their paramaunt chief Sandile.
The Fallosing day shey went on 12 desiroy
thiee neacky vallages sewled with Beitish
miliry personnel.

2 FR. Kiechell, “Sir Hamy Smath's medal for
gallaneny’, Afvcind Seoves and Mens, val. 11,
June 14954, pp. J36-243,

B Thid.

4 Sk African Cowmresin Advemisen, 19 Oomober
1850,

5 Cupe Tows Mad, 5 April 1351

& Apparenzly they were never accepued, hose of
‘Williar White, brather of the headrmaster.
Henry hascer Whits, being selecred.

7 EE Kendall, A shoe sy of e Soun Afncan
Fine A Assacieiow, Cape Town, 1941, pp. 5-7

B See A ML Rohinson, 'Chardes Davidson Rell's
Bartalomeu Dias patnting', Ceavenly Rullen of
fhe Sowth Afracm Libvairg, vel. 34, no, 2
Diecember 1573,

9 Cagre Town Mall, 5 Apail 1851, 'Report on the
First annue] exhibiton of fine ans in Cape
Toran in che wear 18517

10 Eerdall, A shar vy of ne Sl Afocae Fae
Arts Assacian, g, 7

11 Cape Archives C0 611 10 Februany 1851,

12 Cape Archises COF611. 26 July 1853

13 Thid.

14 Capr Tiwes, 19 June 19935

15 Cape Alwawac 1852, p. 1800

16 Capy Absawec 1853, p. 338

17 AH, Smith. 'Charses Diawidson Bell = dessgner
af the Cape wiangular samps”. Afeaoms Moes
awd MNevws, vol: 11, June 1954, p- 5.

1E This may be a reference o Paul's Episde o the
Hebrews, Chaprer 6, werse 19, which reads
“.. hope we baee o8 an anchar of the soul,
both sure ad steadfast’,

19 1. Allis, Cape af Cioog! Hlopse: i poesal Bivory amid
postgs sednygesy, Londen, 1530, pp. 21-25

30 Larer Hled with the Cofanial CHBce papers at
the Public Record Office, Londan.

21 Allis, Cape of Good Hape: 22 poseal Wstony
PR 25235,

22 [ Alan Seevenson, The mimgular mampy of dhe
Cigre o Goged Hipee, London, 1950, p. 34

23 Inbormation provided by Bobert Goldblact,
RIPSA, past president af che Philatelic
Federntion af Southem Africa

24 lhid.

25 Rell's digd achteverneans az amier and a2
degigner of stamps were commemorand
during the 1952 tercenterary celebrations of
the arrval in South Africa of Jan van Riebeack.
His well-kream painging of this event was
uzed as the design bor the aoe shilling spectal
Bmsue stamp.

26 Thae M- Cransuoumn-Diay, The Snmsh Lodse Ma
334 amd Engleh Freemnarsitany ot e Cape of Ginged
Hape 7951356, np., nd.

27 e Tows Mad, 20 Havember 1652,

2B Sl Afrfan Comeedal Advenisgr,

5 Apeil 1851

28 Cape Town Matl, 21 December 1652,

20 Joyce Mummay fed.), Iw st Vivonay Cape i,
Cape Towmn, 1953, pp. 26-27,

Bl Cape Archives CCP 120, Bepart A 37,
Sepmber La54.

32 [twas on Robben leland cha Melion Mandela

and many other anti-apartheid actvists were

Lrnpn:unﬁ:l for lengthos 'perlnd: berapen 15948

and 1991,

Simon A de Milliers, Rolbey febomd our ufrﬂ.ﬂ:.t',

ot of avind, Cape Tewn, 1971, p. 40

Edmund H. Burraws. A Rroey of nsedicrr i

Somih Afies, Cape Tawn, 1958, p. 307,

liaid.

Cape Archiess COP 174/, Repom A, 37

Burrees, A Bisvery of mediciwe ., p. 308,

Il‘ai:uan'quhﬂk.-&,ﬁfmu Higrarly, vol. 1,

P 33,

BYBER ¥ B

CHAPFTER 7 A& MAN OF COOD REPORET

1 Kalph Kilpin, The rowce off @ colomtal
gk, Londen, 1950, p. B
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7 Cape Archives MOOC 50107,

# The chiddren of Charles and Helena Bell weers
Helerin Esnlbsella (bom 31 hlay 1860,
Alexander (boan 15 Seprember 1861 and
Aﬂduny{bum F‘F:hm.lr_,." i863), &l af wham
surdved ra adulthoed. David Dupcan Traill
was betn an 21 April 1854 and died on
14 December 1865; and Cathering Siman
was bom on 11 May 1865 and died an
13 Seprember 1865,

9 See C, Pama, ‘Die Bell-Eromauwe-versameling'
in L. Pama {ed.}, Thr Soadk A_ﬁin'ru' Libvans s
Msrory, callassions and ivarans 1878=4958, Cape
Tewen, 1968, pp. 146168

10 Mewortal of the Clew of e Heffs. |, p 47.

11 < Prazzi Seaydy, “Charles Davidson Bell’,
abiniary, p. 21,

12 Cape Archives A 515 Maclear Papen.

13 Compussian inm the Law of Inhesisance m
e Weiern Diisarier, April 1866, G115 -85,

14 Rell Heritzge Trust B 634 (26, o, 1),

15 It closed in 1E82 ac a ume when thers was a
general fasluze of banks ar che Cape

16 The comect identiey of this Jan Hendrlk
Hofmeyr has nat been discovered. Like sighs
other men of tis name known o ke alive in
thee mid-13604, he was slmest cemaindy named
after the family's Souch African progenisor,
Jabannes Heinrch Holfmeyr (1721=1805,

17 Comespomitosce Benween [ 4, Hofmree S, and
. Hel, privatehy prioted by the lagter far the
infarmanan of the sharehalders of the Cape
Commencial Bank, and of the Umzinmo, and
the members of the Motaad Life Asumanee
Saciery, Cape Town, parts 1 and 2, Cape
Seanclard, Cape Town, 1855,

18 In 1872, after having been widewed thies
vears easlier, Richard Southey (1B08-194H)
mirried Pell's g res-in-law, Susanna Maria
Hendraka Enynouws. He oeas knighoed in 1851

19 Cape Archives OO0 Bl

20 Cape frchress 50 V133, 16 Auguse 1356

21 See artiecle by AC G Liowd in The Sowel Afmatn
Cuarterdy, Seprember-Movember 1915; also
ER. Bradlew, ‘Siery-seven years baer in
Adricana’, Qe Balles of vhe Sourd A
Ly, val, 37, no. 2, p. 204,

32 Kendall, A shar Bisrony of tie Sowth Afrcm Fae
Arts Assaciawy, p. 1

23 Souil Afrzaw Advertiser and Sdail, 5 Movember
1E654.

A4 The 'Bureka’, 21 carars, discoverad an the
farm “The Kalk' near Hopenomam

25 C. Fiars Smyth, 'Chasles Davidson Bell’,
nhll:u.:lq.r. p 21.

26 Cape Archives CO 881, 37 July 1857,

27 See Marjore Bull, Abraban de Sooli
{24908 Cape Town, 1981, pp. 5E-61.

28 Fendall, A shert histny of the Seutl Afabes Fle
Arzs Asspoattion; g 11,

19 Ser G E:,'h:ﬁ-.._‘ul:d sonstiasonal dommenrs
Musrravag Soovk Afran vy # TF=1 M0,
Lendan, 1918, pp. 6354,

30 Moftens's sirong perscmaliny combined with
the Foamume he had made from sheep fammis in
the disarict of Seaidon, now knewn as
Beeanbort 'Wist, gave mme eo this sobriquet

31 Cape Archives 3G LSS0, 29 Novemiber
1EX%

CHAITER 11 RETURN TO SCOTLAND

1 Bell Heritage Trust BC (24, no. 1k},

2 Di:inmpnfhﬁnuﬂﬂﬁwqﬂp, wal 4, p- 170

3 BH. Seraban, 'Charbes Bell in Scoalapad”,
Ajniang Wowes i News, wol. 25, Maich 1982,
PP M=57.

4 Jbad., p. 96, To chis day;, the anciens swne may
witl] be seen in Crail kirk

5 C Fazzi Smyth, "Charles Davidson Bell’,
obdmary, p. 1.

6 5S¢ 3 lang and learmed papes by Charles Bell,
publizhed in the Procreding of the Sodeny of
Armtiquaries of Scowloed, 18 December 1880,

7 Puazrd Sewyth, I his abimany o Bell, emo.
meausly claimed that the second harp bad
belonged to Brian Raru, king of Ireland, wha
defeancd the Danes ar the bastle of Clonard in
A0 1014, Bell knew of the existence of Brian
Boru's harp and that it was preserved in the
library of Treniny Cellege, Dublin

B Mirutes of the Souts Alrican Fine Arns
fszaciaton, 19 Pebruany 1679

¥ Bell Herimge Trass BC 586 (28 na, & 38
ieir. 4). Lestere Fram Charles Bell e Margare
Bell, 3 April 1879 and 3 March 1852,

10 Budl, Absriam de Sendr,. ., p, S

11 Cape Archives MOOC 650166,

12 Chazles Bell sodd Canigou on his retam fam
Scodand in 1BAS. Adter it had ch.mgr_d hands
several tmes, (Ewis boughe i 1900 by Robent
Ramage, first headmaster of Randebesch
Beowes” High School, and complersby recon-
scrucred az a hesrel The B of the decoraced
cetlings and doars, as well as of the stained
glass windows, has nat been discovered.

THE ART OF CHARLES BELL: AN AFFRAISAL

1 FR Bradleww, The Jabin snd Chardes Bell

Hermage Tnast, fagger foeanal, 7, Diecernber
1981, pp 16-2% In wridng this appraisal,

[ have drawn on three main sources for the
life of Chasles Bell: Charles Piazzi Srogech,
‘Obituany: Charles Davideos Bell’. Preveadimgs
of the Roya! Sociery of Ediwbnrgh, vol. 12,
1E3A-18E7, pp. 14-32 Michael Lpschiz, The
Clharles Diavidson Bell Traid Calleguion:

a catalogus awd cacal sy, uapublished MA
thesis, Universicy of Cape Town, 1992, and
Plaillicla Brraee Simons' biography In s
volume. My thanks to Sandea Elopper bar
commenis on a draft of this essay.

2 See Brian Wamer, Charles Fazzzi Sk,
astromaner-drase: by Cape wears, Cape Town,
153,

3 EBdna Pradloee and Frank Bradlow, Thomas
Bowler of the Caper of Gond Hope, Cagre Towm,
1955, pp. 25-31.

4 Pefl Henmge Trust BC G386

5 William F. Lyse (ed ). Andven Soabs puma!.
Cape Town, 1585, pp. 8110

& C Pazz Smyth, “Charles Davidson Bell”,
obimary, p. 15,

7 Beadlow, Thangas Senler. ., p, 38

B Lye (ed.). Andrew Swith's jumal ., p, 212,

9 Bell Herteage Truse BC 686 (151,

10 Warner, Chankes Paizal Serh ., p 82

11 Margaret Lister (=d.), formal of Audrew Ceddes
Hau, Cape Town, 1945, p, 134,

11 A Gerdon-Brown, Popaal Afrcin, Cape
Tewm, 1975, p. 153

18 Cordon<Brown, Mooma! Afraaa, [E8 E5-A0,

14 Cape Aschives, 5G 21005 o Lipschiee,

T Chantey Diviction Bell Hlertins Treet
Cleniom, p. 15,

15 Frank Bradlow (ed.), Gronge Frencih Amgas: The
Kafey ttusinited, Cape Town, 1575, p 8.

16 For minsteensh-centuny censis reparts, see

Ridd, "Creanng Eshmicicy in the
Britsh Colenial Cape: Coloued and halay
Contrasted’, unpublished seminar, Universing
of Cape Town, Centme for African Swudies,
31 March 1953,

17 R Kennedy (ed.), Thomes Binines, foumad of
resvience iy Afecr, T842<I8E5, Eq:-e Towm,
1961, wol. 5, p, 9

18 Brian Warner, ‘Lithagraphy by Charles
Davidson Rall’, Afnmams MNoses ' Mo,
val, 24, no, &, June 1981, pp. 125-199,

19 Cape Archives, & 515 Mncleas Papers: in
Lipechitz. Tive Chardes Danaldeon Bell Ferage
Truet Colipnion, p 6.

20 BB, Langham-Cater, T Hepuy Ebden's
Album’, Cuarnerdy Balles af the South Afnizan
Lifwary, vol. 31, na. 3, March 1577, -8 [
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July
Movember
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4 Jung
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25 January
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1 August
Seprember

#arch

SIGNIFICANT DATES IN CHARLES BELL'S LIFE

i
Charles Bell bom. April Fromored m assismant surveyor-general
Arrives in Cape Town, 1847 By Bell aned family depa for 15-monch keave |n Brimin
Joens the civil service ot the Cape, Mavember Bell's Gt atempt at Hthography, at Flazzi Smyeh's
Touirs the Cape Peninguly biome in Edinburgh.
Transferred w office of the Master of the Supreme 1848 July Bell appodneed surceyor-gensml af the Cape
Cougt, Calony,
Becomes second clerk in dhe Collonial Sudie Office. Augusc Bell and Family renam o Cape Town
Leaves Cape Town as second draughosenan on 165 Drecember D.auﬁ;hl:ﬂ' Caibennie Maranm barn .:rﬂ._.anlg_mn.
Andrew Smith's Expediton for Baploring Censral Bandebcach
Africa. 1650 Bell appointed a direcear of Munaad Life Assimnce
Smith's pary sers aff from GiraabfBemet Saciery.
Explores mawneaing norh of Omnge River and, in 1 Juiy Granved divorce froem Manha
Citobet, mees Chiel Meshaeshoe on Thaba Beodiu, 17 Ocrober Mhartha gives birth o a sscond daughter, whom Bell
Asrives Earuman, where Smith atends o fever- refuses to acospe as hes child
stricken messionary Roberr Maoffar. 1871 Februane—hdarch  Cape Town's Firse Exhibision of Bine A held;
Exploges reglon nofth of Barugman, Bell pavarded pald medal bor bis cal patnsing
Travels portheasowand, to explore Magaliesherg and ‘#urival of an Riebeeck',
Filapesberg in June meets Macabele lang Mzilikazz Designs medal awarded by Sir Hamy Smith for
in Seprember Tropse of Capricamn reached and gallanary in che Bighth Fronter War
party fums for lome. 1352 Designs Cape miangular stamps,
Smith’s Expedidan rerarns oo Cape Town, Becomes a Justice of the Peace, and a member af
Belf's sherches and paindngs from the Expedidon the Centeal Board of Public Boads,
exchiblbed in Cape Tewm, with thase of fellow- Bovernber Cape Town's Second Exhibition of Fine A opens,
draughtsman, Gearge Ford, 18538 De=camber Bel! heads commussion of enguiny inm condwer of
Bell promoied o fimstclerk in the Colonial Audic suigenn-superinmendent of Robben hlamd’s Genesal
e, Infinmany.
Loadon exhibitian af Expedition artefaces, 1854 Diesigns banknotes for Cape Commeerial Bank, of
specimens and amacrks h}-' Bl and Foed wihich he s a daecrar
Bell qualifies as larsd surveyor and jolms office of August Temeels to Mamsqualand o repart on coppe
surveyar-general, miming in the area and mvestgace land claims,
Prampted o second assstano :uweya:-genrra.'l. 1E355 EEFnernl:u:r Travels o Tsiskamma n:ﬂ]nn ta investigare lard
Undemakes firsr commission, m survey the claims of Mfemps paople,
Eamsesberg, in Mamagualand. 1658 Travels to Essten Cape o mepoet on amival of new
Completes survey I Mamagqualand. szters of the Britsh Gemman Legion,
Marnies Martha Anroinema Ebden Appainted chairran of General Bssare and Clirphan
Bell and Paiths depart bar Grahamsessan; Bell is Chamber
i investgaie band claims on Eastem Fropiier 1B57 My Leaves Cape Town with his Rmily for extended
Their elder som, John Alexander, boan in lemve i Scocland.
Grahamatoan. 1854 Retsms o Cape Towm whwards énd of pear,
Bell and Famiky return i Cape Town, Cierober Cape Town's Third Exhibidon of Fine Arts opens.
Biell memis doam posz ak n.ln.ll:],rnr-g_:n.l:m]. at Pon 1899 7 ;Iu:ly Bell masries Helena Kremauns
Maral, Commissioned ro design coar of ams for Seuth
Agcomparded Sif Peregrine Maidand s expedition o Adrican Cellege,
Touwfoneein, Tranzarangia. Commissioned by 5ir Gearge Grey to embellish
Secand son, Charles Danvid Eden, barn boaks from his famaws libearg
Beell rakes out his frse podicy with newly-founded 1860 31 May Duughirer Helena [sptelln bam.
Ml Life Assurance Society. Bell designs silver trigger har inaiguraman af
Seventh Froncer War (War af Asle) breaks our Table Bay breakwmter by Prince Alfred

Bell exeecuses skerchies af war events for Wl
Lomdon News

Bell and Helens move e second hoeme, Bchon In

Lireen Point

RICGHIFICANT DATES IN CHARLES NELLS LiFn
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