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Tee RHINOCEROS.

‘THIS animal inhabits Bengal, China, Suma-
tra, Angola, /Ethiopia, and the country as low
as the Cape. Next to the elephant, it is the
moft powerful of animals. Itis generall about
twelve feet long, from the tip of the nofé to the
infertion of the tail ; and from fix to feven feet
high. Its head is furnifhed with a fingle horn,
placed near the end of the nofe, which is gene-
rally from three feet to three feet and a half
long. The upperlip is long, hanging over the
lower, and ending in a point. It is very pliable,
and ferves to colle¢t its food, and deliver it into
the mouth ; the noftrils are placed tranfverfely ;
the ears are large, ere®, and pointed ; the eyes
fmall, and without luftre ; the fkin is almoft
naked, rough, and knotty, and lying upon the
neck and body in vaft folds. The fkin, which
is of a dirty brown colour, is fo hard and thick,
as to refift a mufket ball : the belly hangs low ;
the legs are fhort, ftrong, and thick ; and the
hoofs divided into three parts, each pointing ,
forward. It delightsin fhady forefts, and the °
-neighbourhood of rivers and marfhy places;
like the hog, it loves to wallow in the mire,
and is faid, by that means, to give fhelter in
the folds of its fkin to fcorpions, centipes, and
other infeéts. It is a folitary, quiet, and inof-
fenfive animal, but fwift and furious when it is
enraged. ‘

The tiger will more willingly attack any
other enemy of the foreft than this formidable
A : creature.



THE HIPPOPOTAME. 5T

creature. It is defended on every fide by a
thick horny hide, which cannot be pierced by
the claws of the lion or the tiger, and it is
armed before with a weapon that even the ele-
phant does not choofe to oppofe.

In 1792, arhinoceros was fhewn at the Ly-
ceum in the Strand, London. It was of a gentle
difpofition, and fuffered itfelt to be handled by
all vifitors, never attempting to do any mifchief,
except when hungry or when abufed ; in fuch
cafes, its fury could only be appeafed by giving
it fomething to eat. When it was angry, it
would jump with violence againft the walls of
its room, but feldom attempted to attack its
keeper, and was obedient to his threats,

he rhinoceros brings forth at about three
years old, and will live till it is about twenty.
Its flefh is eaten, and Kolben fays, it is very
good. Cups are made of its horn, and many
medicinal virtues are afcribed to it, when taken
in powder, but feemingly without foundation.
There are fome varieties in this animal found
i Africa with a double horn.

The rhinaceros is the unicarn mentioned in
Holy Writ.

Tus HIPPOPOTAME, orx SEA-HORSE.

* THE hippopotame is as large and as formi-
dable as the rhinoceros, and, in bulk, is fecond
only to the elephant. The length of the male
has been found to be feventeen feet from the

extremity of the fnout to the infertion of “lllc
tail ;





