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STOOKING THE Z00.

A CHAT WiTH THE DIRECTOR.
I}h our 8 Reporter. |

udging the manifold experi

undergone Mr. R. E Minchin, the
Director of the 8.A. Zoological Gardsas,
&n&n&dﬁﬂmﬂﬂhhﬂ&.ﬁl
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kingdom is a difficalt and delicate one,
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Mr. Minchin left Adelaide on

and various other places for the purpose
of selecting suitable specimens of curious
birds and beasts to increasa the attrac.

one sun-bear, ten tiger cats, four Siamese
cats, two ourang-outangs, one red-faced
monkey, two black monkeys, three
monkeys of various species, one porcu-
pit‘te, two baboons, two squirrels, one

lican, ten crown pigeons, one crane,
g':re phessants, four white guineafowls,
two white hawks. fifteen gorgeonsly

National Library of Australia

- 1900), Tuesday 13 April 1886, page 6

M peemsiemsy S T assv ey
two white hawks, ﬁftamngu:puml;
plumaged parrots, five Nicobar pigeons,
seven blue rails, two , four
blackbirds, one white monkey with

eyes (a lively intelligent-looking fellow,
and a grest favourite with the sailors),
two alligators (one a rather formidable-
looking young fellow, 5 feet | the
other a piccanninie), ten tortoises, six val-
tures (caught at a feast on homan flesh),
two slow lorris, and a few other curious

greatures, He has been sucoessful,
baving lost comparatively few from the
lot by death.

The steamship (uthrie, in command of

the Captain Green, reached the

. roadstead early in the afternoon, and was

romptly met by Mr. J ‘s lasunch with
Elr, C. J. T:l!antma ?gli:: Inspector of
Stock) and Mr. Minchin, jun., smongst
the boarders, Mr. Valentine went off in
his official capacity, but found a clean bill
of health muri:n&hﬁr. Minchin's varied
collection, The Chinese crew were busy
about the decks getting ready for har-
bour. The cages in which the animals
and birds were kept were most of them
on deck, and were as clean and airy as
the circumstances would permit, proving
the care and sttention bestowed upon the
captives,
CHAT WITH THE DIRECTOR.

To Mr. Minchin's enargy and
enthusiasm in  nataral history the
success and completeness of our Zoo-
logical Gardens are due. A talk
about animals was congenial to him.
Amidst the characteristic bustle of a
steamer ing to go into harbour we
fell into con about the trip. He
looked as if he had been over-anxious
about the safety of his charges, and it
turned out that he had been up might and
day with them when the weather was bad.
His chief trouble, however, was with the
coolies and the sailors. Jack st sea must
have a pet, and he has a
notion that all ammals will chew
tobscco and drink grog if they get the
chance. The only reason they do not
indulge in these luxunes when in their
natural state ia they cannot manufacture
the stuff.

IN SEARCH OF THE ANIMALS,

u"'I. 1|rrived at Bmglpwu,ﬂ said Mr.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article44569376



‘1 arrived st Bingapors,” said Mr.
Minchin, “on January 4, after a most
pleasant trip in the Khaisar-i-Hind, but I
did not get snything much in the way of
animals there. At Ceylon I got two
white water - buffalo, fine healthy
creatures end rmather rmare a8 to
colour. The black buffalo are plenti-
ful and they are used for draught,
dragging those clumsy carts with t
1 ing wheels over the bad of
dioooum I returned to Singapore and
went a little up-country, but did not have
time to go far or do much.

“ Where did you get the rhinoceros {"

“Oh, I got that grand little fellow
from s dealer who had just come from
Borneo. He had three more, but this one
was the best, Eahuumnnnpii,a.u&
only 18 months old, but strong as a horse.
I gave £66 for hum, and was offered
£200 for him in Sydney.”

The rhinoceros in question is of the

egg handsomely mounted in
silver that His Majesty enquired for me
and ordered me to be admitted to his
letter was directed threugh
to be away,
I got
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work. The people do not like to let them
go ; they are the natural scavengers of the
place, ‘E‘hqmtu be seen roosting in
trees in immeunse numbers, and the
method of cstching them is most repal-
sive. Dead bodies—the cholers was
raging terribly and deaths were numerous
—were left out for the vultures to
fatten on, and the men sent to
catch them used these as baits,
was taken to ome of these places, where
les were exposed in the
, and the vultures swarmed
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a dreadful manner, and he
two sfverwards of blood-

Bankok and returned to Singa-
I obtained & splendid pair of
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- the voyage. In coming

pore, where I obtained s splendid pair of
elephant’s tusks for Sir Thomas Elder,
our President. I saw the tusks at the
place of H.R H. Prince Dewan, who gave
them to me for Sir Thomas,

“1 had some fine owls, whioh died on
down the China
Scas | lost some of the animals; they
could not stand the weather.

“I went to Jahore and got some musk
eats or cats, beautiful creatores
The great thing is to drop upon a deasler
who has just arrived with ammals. The
animals they have are in good condition ;
if they have them long they neglect them
eruelly. If the Baltan of Jahore wants
them they give them to him, and they
will exchange with purchasers, but they
do mot know the value of our money
much, and they do not care for money.
They feel that if it becomea kaown that
they have any it s sure to be taken
from them. Give a native a sovereign and
bhe will be suspected of having stolen it
Tha:{ know bletter in Colombo; they
would run you round the place there for

a shilling.

“1 left Bingapore on March 10, and
saw a lot of but thers is no countey
to my mind like Australia. I obtained

some magnificent Victoria Orown pigeons
at Batavia,. When 1 had m;:llanhd
my snimals and birds I had a lot
of trouble shipping them ; in one case the
vesse! was § miles out, On the whole the
animals were When we the
black panther we have now in the Zoo
we gave £60 for him. The one I have
just bought cost £12, and a very mice
oung animal he is. 1 could have got &
{nl constrictor In Singapore for £2.°
THE VOYAGE HOME.

“'1 went on to the Northern Terriwrf,
and tried to get an alligator, but cou
not. I saw the Government Reeident
(Mr. Parsons), who ftrested me most
courteoualy, He appears to be very much

| liked h‘aﬂ u[rlri ; every mllhmut
spoke w i y stay was 8o short
that I had no time to make enquiries

| about the prospects or

g condition I;:uf
the place. voyage across the
Gulf of Carpentaria was r-‘}:ﬁ,
and I found it very kot at Thu
Island, T had to ook sfter my ami
night and day. We had a ver large
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