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voice of the Wildermess Trust of Southern Africa -
that incorporates the Lapalala Wildemess -~

" School. vt

! Cias'beeb';pmeﬁmefsipce we have:published -
new?ilfrdm‘ﬂje:therberg and there ismuch
_:thQ ! = y - x i iT

[ AN/ADDITIONAL
| STRING TOOUR
| sow

The Waterberg Environmental Centre at Melkrivier is
up and sunning ard is being used very successfully
— T bytheenwisnimens! schootas pdrt of ths learnings -~
‘experience for the children. It really brings the histary
of the Rhino species alivie and gives-an insight info -
these beautiful animals and why they miust be conserved, -
The added cultural aspect of the Museum takes us*
back to our roots and provides a window on the rich
history of the people-who [ived in the ‘orea many
yaars ago. .
The cenre is managed by the Wilderness Trust and a
" special thank you must go fo all those whe assisted in
“estoration - particularly Mr. John Young who was
“ne initial project monager and insfrumental in getting
the Centre off the ground so fo speak.-
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A cliché perhaps but \;ery_lrue - ourjchildren
are the future. ' -

If they are not given the opporiunity to
cexperience and learn about nature
hope do we have for future generations.
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must ackhowledge the foresight of those
3 d.believe in investing in our
I ”‘gnisaﬁons thoi_ sponsor the
employees to come to the
o ‘i& ness School are ullimately.
¢ confributing fowards a better world for us
i |cont. page 2}
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iuﬁololu has redlly been going "international” during the past months. -~
Whilst the African continent was well rgcrresénfed during 1998 we also had our share of
courifries sending their young ombassadors from across the waters.

Four South African students, sponsored ltgthe Wilderness Trust) joined ten students from the
Productions U.K.} on-a.six day awareness trail.

There was a school from Tanzania - the International American School of Tanzania who were-

* atlapalala in February, and who came out again in November. Both the pupils and the feachers

gotgreatbenefit from their fime with us and-hopefully they have spread the conservation message

-since gefting home.

* Notto be outdong; Botswana was represented 3 fimes 'during 1998 - Livingstone House came

in March, Northside Primary. in May and Marula Primary in June. °

Itis verg heo‘rfeninicig seelt_h;:l awareness of and interest in matters environmental s spreading
sontinenfs=It is-a- message thatmuskreach.as-many peopleras possible right -
across the-globe. : : L :

During March the United College of South East Asiarsent 10 of their students across for a 5 day

-environmental experience. To see these pupils out in.the bush is really something special. What

we take for granted every day of our lives i.e. green grass, fresh.air, rivers thaf you can drink

" out of, wilderness areas that we can visit ot the drop of a hat - they gaze at in wonderment.

: W AC Every July sees the arrival of + 30 students from the Pacific Rim couniries.
- ?P*C‘ These young representafives are sponsored by Cathay Pacific Airw,ars,
,“,\P:’{ ~ and together with £ 12 South African children spend 7 days at Lapalala,
CM riof just fearning about the environment but also about each other. It
is alime of realisation and awakening ?or a lot of these students when they discover the

- differences.in cultures, foods, values and aftitudes amongstthe various nationalities.

In 1998 we hosted students from 9 countries Hong Kong, Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand,
Taiwan, Kored, Vietam, Philippines and India. i was a very special time for all concerned and
there were the usual bickets of tears whien it came to saying farewell ot Johannesburg Infernational

The Lapalala Wildnerness |-
:;Sgchq.oﬁéunder the

| auspices of the
Wilderness Trust, has
today become
recognised infernatienally
for ifs work-amengst -
students and feachers
who come from as far
afield as Asia, Avsirali,
‘New Zealand, United |
‘Kingdom and of course |
South Africa.. - |
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Alphﬁ-i, éd:send & group every year.and
in the-worc j}ﬁfgﬂé’f ;gfjt]chner (ex Alpha).

_ "Alpha became involved with the Lapalala®
" Wilderness School when re-evaluating its
cérporate social expenditure particularly as
it related to donations. The Company at that
stage had a core value of being a caring
organisation of integrity that reflected the
stance of the family of likeminded
management and employees whe, in the
main, shared.a concern for the environment.

The then deputy managing director suggested
that the company consitﬁar educafion as a
pro-acfive means of ensuring sustainable
environmental development as opposed to-
direct donafions, which, olrhougﬁ

were not fargefed and not always of
feciprocal benefif o the company, Lapalala
school was called in and a cost effective
programme fargetted at educating children
of employees at every level was born. The
objecfive was successfully achieved with the
guidance ‘and co-operation of the Lapalala

" staff"

Petér is no longer with the Alpha group but
Alphas' commitment to the all round education
of the employees" children still goes on.

Commercial Union have infroduced fhis to
their employees, reasoning behind

it being "that it is wondertul to be able to
afford these children the chance of a lifetime
1o getout in the wild and experience the

bush first hand" ...says Sue Thompson from.

Commercial Union - we hope to see
Commercial Union expanding on this, -

The Ipelegeng Youth Leadership groip

atténded a four day course. This.was

. sponsored through the generosity of
Gencor/Anglo American and de Beers Group

. Chairman's Fund. .

of value, -

WAS T NOT GHIEF SEATILE WHO |
SAID .."WE DO NOT INHERIT
THE EARTH FROM OUR
FOREFATHERS, WE BORROW [T °

FROM OQUR CHILDREN"

Remember
the 3 R's Recycle,
Re-use
and Reduce.
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LAPALALA WILDERNESS SCHOOLL: 4 - 7 DECEMBER 1998/

- of fun was had by dll-of-those who attended. The children were\drawn

. Education and the personal development of the youth of Sout

-

' REPORT ON THE SA BREWERIES PIETERSBURG |
i . BRANCH, SPONSORED TRAIL i

S.A. Breweries in Pietersburg sent 40 children on a 4 day courég durin? Decérﬁ‘ﬁér:{c;__“d;c; lot
_ | rom employees, family
friends and different schaols in Pietersburg. & &
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In the words of the frails officer’... . iy

The parficipants were learners from various schaols from various communities in Pietersburg
and the children of employees, and family of employees, from SA Breweries, Pietersburg. The
average age was 14 -15 years old. .

It was a very worthwhile.and successhul trail. The children from the schools were selected because
of their interest in the environment and leadership potential. The participants were very co-
operative, helpful and what impressed us most, was the fact that they deliberately used the

‘opportunity to interact with the other cultures and children from the other schools. As

a group they made the most of the opportunity.

Asked what the trail mednt to them, the aniswer came unanimously: "We have made new
wonderful friends and we will cherish thesé friendships. Together we will attempt to improve - -
the environment in Pietersburg." The general feeling was that personal growih had taken place -
dnd that they are very grateful for the opportunity ﬁmt was given to them by'SA Breweries. -

The feedback about the programme was dlso very posifive. They enjoyed the programme and -
would not like to ¢hange anything. Most of them would like to return io Lapalala Wilderness

School. .

The Teachers, who accoripanied their learners, were very grutéful for the oppodunigr iven to
their-pupils. They were impressed with the programme and indicated that they would fike fo
bring their classes fo-lupalala Wilderness School for enrichment courses.

The frail wos very successhul and we as Education ©Officers are ve grcﬂeﬁxl that Mr Mick -

Makena made this experience possible. We are aware that Mr Makena must have o very busy
schedule, and iherefore appreciated it very much that he mode the effort to came all the way

fo Lapalala fo spend the morning with the children.

Tumelo Moloko's dedicdtion and enthusiasm towards this project is very encouraging and her
very wise words fo the children were appreciated. We need fo say thank you to her-for coming
alf the way from Johannesburg on her own even though she was not feeling well.

In conclusion we would like o thank SA Breweries for once uﬁci?n supporting Environmental
1 Africa,
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“In addition fo the conservation ethic, the centre
concenirates on "people building” and the
parficipants are involved in various "fife skifls"
programmes that help fo increase selfconfidence

DOES

THE MONEY GO'?
Although rhe-zre.are many schools who pussﬂv.ough

the Lapalata School - there are' twice as many
who would relish the-opportunity but just cannat

afford it. It is these schoolswho need the assistarice
" of the business world or other willing, caring

SpOnsoTs.

The objeclive of the Wilderness Trust of Southern
Africa is * o educate young ‘people of all races

in the awareness of canservation of our nafural . |

resources and fotal environment". The: guidance

“ and interpretation in the field is structured around
- this core philosophy. Our officers are trained to

impart an all round knowledge of matters

envifonmental and in conjunchion with the teaching
staff of the visiting schools we tdilor the balance

of the colrse to sult specific needs. Uppermost at.

all times the conservation message comes through

and persondl esteem.

1998 saw o number of underprivileged schools
badly needing funding to attend )
aur courses. Unfortunately this funding was not
forthcoming, and in keeping :

with aur core objecfive the Wilderness Trust
sponsared some of these schools

either partially or 100% - they were:

- ® Pigtershurg Place of Safefy
» Kingsway Centre of Concem.
* Kuo Ting Chinese school S
» Vaalwater School - W
* Rose Act from Alexander Township jn
 Johannesburg
* Herittige Academy from Pistermaritzburg.

Unfortunately our coffers are not bottomless and
funding is desperately needed for the angoin

. pariicipation of these schacls in environmenta

education,
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WHEREIDOES

THE MONEY COME FROM ?

Donations: :

The Wilderness Trust of Soufhem Afncu wish fo
acknowledge the generous donations from the following
individuals and corporations:

*Mutval and Federol

#Blue Circle Limited

+Commercial Union

slorenzo and Stella Chiapinni Furd

*JC! Community Fund’

#Northern Province Dapartment ofHeuhh and Welfure '

505 Mamelodi Village
*Anglo Amarican Group Chairmon's Fund
5 A Breweries Beer Division N
*lpelegeng Community Centre . -
*Sentrachem Limited . Gt
sThe Ruth und Anita Wise Trus! e

Educational Trust
*PGS| Management Sarvicas
*Gill Segar

C‘?\ose Act .
Lerry Keafing

Tﬁe centre is staffed by 4 permaneni officers
and when the need arises we call on the

services of our temporu?r officers who, whilst

not being employed fu
available to lend a harid.

Allow us fo infroduce you fo:
“rermanents ]

Hanneke van der Merwe - Needmg no
introduction, Hanneke has been :
running the Lqpu!u]u Wilderness School since .
1987 and has
consistently
maintained her’
-dedication, .-
enthusiasm and
‘commitment to
the sharing of her
knowledge and
understanding of
conservafion and
environmental
.malters. .

fime, are always

‘Oldrich van Schalkwyk - Oldrich has been
with us since Sept 1997. He has a Dip.
Nature Conservation as well as a B.Tech in
Nature Conservation and studied at the
Pretoria Technikan. Oldrich started his career
with the then Dept. of Nature Conservation
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Breedin

~ -thisis an

_ B.Sc. in Zoology

‘Archeologz
een

Our most hecnfeliihunks go fo the Followmg Trustees who, during the year undes review | Mar 98 - Apr

98 ), gave unstintingly of their time in the managing on the offairs of the organisation: Mr.Harry Bools,
Mr.Dick Burton, MrsJane Kerr, Mrs.Anna Merz, Mrs.Conita Walker and MrJohn Young. Our appreciation
also goes lo Mrs.Alida Pistorius wha was involved with the-running of the lohannesburg office during this

time, : )
A very warm welcome fo:

OUR NEW BOAFQD C)F

TRUSTEES

in Lebowa, he«moved on'to The Kruger
National Park ;
where he served
his time in the .
Interpretive
Services Section.

iThe Wildlife and

Research Centre |-
was his next stop

Endangered

Wildlite Trust

worklng group.

T.'racy Crickmore Thompson Trccy studrecl
at the University [ ——— :
of Witwatersrand

where she !

obtained her

and Geography.
She also did 2

years of

Tracy ha
with Lapalala
since March *
1996 and prior to this she worked at the
River Bear Lodge, in Magaliesberg and did
a 3-month stint in the Caprivi Strip managing
a safari camp.

Bottom from L 1o R: G_onitu Walker, Elizabeth Parker, Janet F‘(J,rrcnt, Richard Parker, .23
Top fro_m Lto R: Ken Cowie, Lionel Woodward, Clive H Walker (Chairman)

~ And fh_e new.“kid" on the block-...

Xander Combrink - Xander is from
Stellenbosch and -jisg

has a BA in
Human Resource
Management. - £
He has decided
fo turn his .
altenticns lo” :\
Natural Resource [}
" Management
and we are very
Eleused fo have |- +
imon board. L% T S
Xander is still sfudymg for his Nu!ure

. Conservation Diploma and comes fo us ina
studem capacity.

| HEUSE |
- STAFF

In addifion fo our field staff - we must also
ﬁc( ribute to the "house" staff without whose
elp and dssistance we could not function
as efficiently as we do. They keep things
ficking over back at the "ranch" and their
willingness and cheery dxsposmons are

appreciafed.

~~ . [Picon page 4)
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secondment o the Rand Water Boord where QiR A R
she is spreading the water conservation : WE‘LCOM e

message throughout the country, M John D A y
: . ' * o Mr John Dewar B

Katé Groch- Entered the academic teaching s * Miss Sylvia Gordon Cowe &
profession, was then offered the opportunity T eMrAGHolmes . T Do
of a lifetime which was 1o occompany Dave 3 ® Mr M P H Krett ;
Varty and his family on their 12 month : *MBAChristen. . -

bz

sabbatical through Africa. Kate was 1M Colin and Gillian Burgess
_ emp[oyed. by Dave and Shana to tutor their & New Friends of the Wildemess Trust School
* " young children en route. Kate has since & and we would like to record our thanks and

returned and is-back at her teaching post. ! appreciation to each of the 96 Friends for
: S ¢ . their continued support,

Graanrey-Jdinedun‘up-mc;rkeigqmebdge Y MOILA NIRRT ELD
as a ranger. However, Grant has rerurr!ed ot qﬂﬂ7 q‘“ 'IB :] ﬂfl_:ld E‘B—‘

From L to R - Williom Romasobana {12 yrs service), -
Johanna Ramasobana.|1 1yrs service), Annefjie Tshelane
(7 yrs service) and Nellie Mophuting (2 yrs service)

| l@j@(}f@{eri___ o fothe fold as a temporary offcer. 3 Since.’rine ince:ptio.n oFTThe Mazda Wi.ldlifé
Elizabeth Lambert nee Swarl) studied at Maria Pooe - Maria took up a student posifion Fund, nearly a decade ago, the Wilderness
Saasveld in George and completed her with The Wildemess Trust and proved tobe - Schqzl h“g enjoyed the use of transport
diploma in Nature Conservation at the end a sterling officer. Her cheery dispasition” = & Em‘”h ed by 'fhls Fund. The SChc“# present
of 1995. Liz was a full ime officer at lopalala ~ ~ lightened our days and.the children took to 3 h“.“ e use of o 15seater Marathon, whic
until Stephen snaffled her away in March - Maria like ducks o water. Maria has leh i - 19 proven lo be of great value in the )
- last year - luckily we have monaged foretain - us to complete her studies. Kgoiso has . e;‘;:"{“i’jm ngr"]mg‘ea :\ ? ec&ﬂ »\éord
her services on a part time basis. - ‘ opped the question yet again and Maria - ¢ dppreciation 13 extended lo fhe Mazda
foic not cvailable  time of going b | Eno ly agreed to marry him. We wish them & Wildlife Fund for their generous support.
pic nof avarable atiime o gomg 1o Press)— both gl the fuck in the world. - WOI‘ d 0 f Th ar kS
g\ojf?h{: qc,ﬁssf%hrfa'?:eghl;elz';g’lgggeh:?mre Zuzette de Beer - Zeftie has sadly leftus afier 2 © - _ !
di |omg in Ncyture - ne oM : .2 years: She packed her bogs and leftfor.. ¢ Through the generosity of Dale Parker and
P o — * no not Perth... Melbourne in fact. D kis family. owners of Lapalala Wildernes
Conservation in 1996 ey : MY, pa erness,
: ' Zuzette decided fosee the world and has 3 the la qzﬂa Wilderness School is privileged
after & years of hard : . : p privileg
swat. Nan decided to - embarked on a 12 month adventure: :  fo operate in an outstanding area.of natural

starting in Ausfralia and ending who knows i beauly. The Schoof has enjoyed this privilege

where. A very.brave move for averylitle 1 since 1981 and opproximately 40 000
" girl. We have had news of Zeftie-and sheis & ‘children and-teachers have attended courses

having a ball... . s asaresultof this ?;sture. Without Dale

: “?ro back fo school”
after 28 years and is
putting her studies to
good use ot Lapalala.
Nan has also taken
over editorship of

Bushlife. o N ‘
Miles Holtshausen - Miles sfudied for his Dip. -
Nature Conservation at the Pretoria Technikan. &~ BRI

Not safisfied with this he went on to the
Preforia University s
where he compleled 4 | 5, |

Parker and his family's continued commitment,
- both moral and financial, the School would
cease 1o exist. This contribution on behalf of
- the Parker family stands as one of the most
significant within the field of environmental
egutction in South Africa. >
The, School has been able to expund,_gn‘:}
original concept, when no more thanil€:12
students were taken-at cny'one,.gaqigja;;fb.
today, where the School can accommodate .

Unfortunately we are not able to contact all
of the schools, teachers, and students who

ears of his B.Sc. in : o i 4
)éc0|o y. Miles then i have attended our courses - | am sure that ~ 3 UP to 100 participants. , Al Qb b
seweﬂ 1 year as :  there are many of you who would fike to S b ibes <o+
Gama Ranger on the share a special moment you may have had il

Lowis Trichardt Air Force ;
Base game reserve - the ||
year in which the Base iy |
was awarded the EWT =-— : J e G line _
|T0phy FOI' 1he'besi game reserve in the enﬁre. A E 50 |h0} we can lﬂCIUdE it in our next IS?UB. E ) EﬂCOUngB someone you know to become

Armed Forces. D.Ufinﬁ 1990/9) Miles was' ©  Conlact details: ' i " a*Friend" of the Wilderness Trust in order

a full ime officer f the Wilderness school, Emﬂ(zfﬂlﬁcggg@é%lzgul'mfm' ! to spread the need for environmental

" there, thing that maybe ha die = | g . & e
: y:urfeo???;?o'l:ﬁ of feedgoc?k onp&ee"e ° : \ F /Rl‘ENDS ‘-D F HE F

-  projects that you undertook-and that you feel b W’”.DER’NES‘S' RUS;" ¢

may assist others. Please drop Nan a line

he has now gone back to stedying and is .

Nt ; % Spail Mail: :  education. All-friends receive our
%c:r;}gréf;:r%T% c}:lhI:ilzi ?‘Ture Conservation with & P O Box 1037 Randburg 2125 - :  newsletter "Bushlife”, "Wildeiness

.............. sessevmuensanesannaeanese » S0NCtuary’, o "Friends" sticker, a
; cerfificate and special rates at Lapalala

| : e l :  Bush Camps and Kolobe Camp.

- Avril van Niekerk - Avril spent 2 years at - 2 ghéiﬂf;;f&’eﬂg?ng“g gi:gzp‘z"o"";‘?d;;g‘g;gﬂ i Enquiriest The Wilderness Trust, PO Box
|
e

Lapalala. She was lured away by the Delta & k'8 F Colour cc - (011) 478 0666 1+ 577, Bedlordview, 2008, South Africa.
Park Environmental Centre and is on R 8 e T Tel: (011) 453 7645 Fax: (011) 453 7649

|OfficersPast | | AcKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
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