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NEW MEMBERS

Theodore Ray Chandler 3155
5820 N. Chaparral Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85743

Ron Grant 3156
P.0O. Box 806
St. Johns, NB, Can. E2L 4B3

F. J. (Ted) Ram 3157
546 English St.
London, Ont, Can., N5W 3V2

Michael F. Bartel 3158
1841 N. 81st 5t

Wauwatosa, Wi 53213

Clifford E. Boebe, Jr. 3159
214 Ann Ave.
Mystic, CT 06355

John D. Buck 3160
100 Atlantic Ave.
Groton Long Point, CT 06340

James W. Copeland 361
2416 Randa Bivd.
Sarasota, FL 33580

Robert A. Collins 362
Box 9433, Midtown Plaza

Rochester, NY 14604

William G. Stewart 3163
1053 S.W. 3ist Ave.

Miami, FL 33135

Walter C. Wannemacher 3164

1608 Hillcrest Ave.
Bethiohem, PA 18015

Charles Koenekamp 265
Box 103
Lamar, MO 64759

Lloyd G. Fengel 3166
320 Wisconsin #403N
Dak Park, IL 60302

THIS MONTH'S COVER

Giraffes have been part of the Amer-
ican circus scene almost continuousiy
since Rufus Welch imporied the first
group of them in 1838, The pholo on
this month's cover was taken by Dick
Miller, the offical Ringling-Barnum pho-
tographer, during the winter ot 1951-
1952 at the Sarasota winter quarters.
The adult giraffe in the foreground is
Edith, a Nubian female acquired by Rin-
gling-Barnum in 1936, and the baby is
her calf, a female named Gloria who
was born at Boston Garden on May 10,
1951. In the background is Ingrid who
was in a different corral than the one
with her name on the feeding trough.

Edith was a good animal, popular
with everyone on the show. She was
broken to lead and appeared in the
1938, 1939, and 194B specs. She was
originally known as Soudana, but
around 1944 she picked up the name
Edith, no doubt taking it from Edith

Conway Ringling, wife of Rebert Rin-
Charles
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gling. She was a good breeder and pro-
duced two other calves, Henrietta in
1940, and Boston in 1946. She died at
the Sarasota quarters over the winter
of 1954-1955,

Ingrid was a reticulated giraffe. Re-
ticulateds have very dark, large, squar-
ish looking spots separated by thin,
bright white, thread-like lines. By con-
trast, the Nubian giraffe has smaller
spots that do not stand out as sharply
against the background and have
something of a hazy appearance. Prior
to World War Il most giraffas in this
country were Nubians. Today the situa-
tion is the opposite with reticulateds
being more common.

Ingrid was one of a pair purchased by
the show in 1950. She was mated with
Boston, a union which produced calves
in 1954, 1956, and 1958. These off
spring were hybrids, half reticulated
and half Nubian. This Is not uncommon
as the various races or sub-species of
giraffe breed freely with one another.
Thanks to animal expert Richard J. Re-

Edward M. Chenoweth
2040 Suncoast Bivd. N.
Zaphyrhills, FL 34249

Arthur L. Lies
400 Tulsa Ave.
Carpentersville, IL 60110

Albert R. Johnson
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Detroit, M! 48219

Albert E. Tumer, Jr.
1770 S. Shoshone St.
Denver, CO 80223

Marshall O’Dell
7023 Canoga Ave. Unit C
Canoga Park, CA 91303

Edgar W. Gelinas
125 South Ave.
Longmeadow, MA 01106

Bany Phillips
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THE GREAT SARASOTA CIRCUS PARADE IS
NOW HISTORY...FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO
MISSED THIS FANTASTIC EVENT, SOUVENIR
POSTERS, PROGRAMS, AND COLORING
BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE BY MAIL. DONT MISS
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN WHAT IS SURE
TO BECOME A COLLECTOR'S ITEM IN THE
FUTURE.

: bR ,-'.. ./ 1 'y il .‘ At~ A < . .\
-“A- - o ; ) -: i ; 4 NE: > § 2
et 357 C WEEK
:H"L' AL '

Please enter my order for:

Pra  Poeageld

\ COLORING

POSTER BOOK 5] 00 Ouawny, Progsc ' fro  ridrg oo
Souvenir Cotoring 1.0d 150
S s 00 Book 4
“hm Souvenr Pregram 4 'QJ 150
: P“OG 5400 Souvenir Posler 5.pg 150
TOTAL
Florida residents add 5% sales tax
Please enclose check or money order tor
this amount &

THE 60 PAGE FULL COLOR PROGRAM CONTAINS OVER A DOZEN Make 2l checks payable to- Sarasola Circus Feundation
FULL COLOR POSTER REPRODUCTIONS PLUS MANY FULL COLOR Send 0. fowessa pr paly)
PHOTOS OF ANTIQUE CIRCUS PARADE WAGONS, PLUS STORIES, Hame

PHOTOS, ETC. Suset
Caly
THE GIANT FULL COLOR SOUVENIR POSTER CELEBRATING sue £

SARASOTA'S GREAT CIRCUS PARADE WAS CREATED BY HERBIE
ROSE, THE DISTINGUISHED ARTIST FROM JAMAICA. ROSE’S

WORK HAS BEEN EXHIBITED IN MANY PROMINENT GALLERIES, T@: SARASOTA CIHCUS FOUNDATION
HE HAS CAPTURED ON CANVAS THE PARADE'S COLORFUL ELE- P.0. BOX 15527

MENTS WITH GREAT SKILL AND AUTHENTICITY. SARASOTA, FL 34277-1527
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T he Stowe Bros. Circus -
A Real Family Tradition

Part Three
By John F. Polacsek

The activities of the Stowe family of
cireus performers and proprietors be-
tween 1860 and 1882 have been chroni-
cled in two previous articles. This part
covers the second generations’ circus ac-
tivities from the mid-1880s to the turn of
the century. James Buchanan Stowe, the
son of Elikiam Stowe; and his cousin
John Frederick Stowe, the son of John
Stowe, are the individuals who came to
the forefront during this period.

James B. Stowe was a noted equestrian
performer on the Adam Forepaugh Circus
who later advanced into a management
position on the Sells Bros. Circus. James
joined the Sells show in 1882 as a per-
former, held the position of equestrian di-
rector the next year, and in 1884 was both
equestrian director and ticket taker at
the main entrance. It was his responsi-
bility to see that the big top was ready
before the publie was allowed to come in.
It was also his responsibility to settle
disputes at the front door and among per-
formers. If this was not enough, he also
performed a four horse act in the center
ring at the closing of every show.

The 1884 Sells route book noted that
"under the able direction of Mr. Stowe,
the arenic performance has been present-
ed to the the public in an artistic and sa-
tisfactory manner. All objectionable fea-
tures have been very carefully avoided,
and nothing that could possibly give the
slightest offense has been permitted to
enter the ‘Magic Circle.' The entertain-
ment has been of a high order and fully
accepiable to a discriminating public.

Portrait of John F. Stowe, circus and
Tom show manager. John F. Stowe col-
lection.
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Mr. Stowe has filled the position with
credit to himself and profit te his em-
ployers.”

Stowe mediated the petty disputes
which arose during the season. At Furgus
Falls, Minnesota on June 14 he was ap-
proached by Professor Stirk whe, while
holding his hand to his mouth, com-
plained that someone had hit him "on the
bloody kisser” with a paper ball. Stowe
told the Professor simply to get even with
James Robinson, the ringleader of the af-
fair. Practical jokes were nof uncommon
among performers or the staff on the
Sells show. At Topeka, Kansas Allen
Sells instructed Stowe to get him some
loaded cigars. The next day Sells went
out to his farm near Topeka to transact
some business. Seating himself on the
top rail of a fence to view his property,
Sells lit a cigar. An explosion followed
after which Sells found himself on the
ground. He Pad forgotten that his cigars
were loaded.

James Stowe stayed with Sells Broth-
ers for the next two years. In 1886 while
he was equestrain manager on the Sells
second unit--the United States Circus—he
was joined by his cousin Burt Stowe. Burt
was in charge of the concert and his wife,
who was one of the Betram sisters, was
one of its fea %ures according to the New
York Ciipper.

James also performed while acting as
equestrian manager and had a small dia-
mond brokerage business on the side
where he s éd diamond pins to perform-
ers on time.® This second income could
be useful considering his occupational
hazards. While performing in the ring at
Niles, Ohio on May 21, he was thr0w2
from his horse and s]]ghtly injured.
James decided at the end of the season
that it was time to move on.

Columbus, Ohio was a center of eircus
activity in the 1880s and James Stowe
joined the Miller and Freeman Circus
which was based there. This ten cent cir-
cus started in 1886 as the Miller, Okey &
Freeman New United Monster Railroad
Show. Doctor W. W. Freeman had some
experience with circuses while Charles
Miller and Thevor Okey were Columbus
theater managers. QOkey dropped out of
the firm after one year.

Charles H. Day noted in mid-March
that when Dr. Freeman had been in New
York on business the show was already
titled Miller, Stowe & Freeman. The
show was to be greatly enlarged in all are-
as except the price og admission which
was to remain a dime.

Day wrote a story about Dr. Freeman
who was actually a druggist in Columbus.
One day a man stopped in his store and
for fifteen minutes stated all of his symp-
toms to Freeman. He then concluded by

saying "Doctor, what do you think 1 need?
I am feeling power{ul bad.” At that point
Daoc’'s mind had wandered off to his circus
interests and he answered; "Six lengths
of reserved seats with cushions and
backs, ten rows of seat plank, uprights
and jacks, one ring carpet, two Kidd's
lights, one door marque and two center-

The spring of 1888 was a circus tan's
dream in Columbus, Ohio as Sells
Bras., Barnum and Bailey, and Miller &
Freeman all were in town within a two
week period. James Stowe was manag-
ar of the annex on the latter show that
season. From Columbus Dispatch April

25, 1888. John F. Polacsek collection.
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STOWE & LONG'S CIRCUS!
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Remember the Date.
Crand Free Street Parade Daily.
ONE TICKET ADMITS TO ALL.

Ad for Stowe & Long Circus from
Lebanon (Ohio) Gazette of May 2,
1889 featuring a balloon ascension,
The title at the start of the season was
Stowe, Long and Gumble. John F. Po-
lacsek collection.

poles." The sick man was %stonished and
immediately left the store.

The Miller, Stowe and Freeman Big 10
Cent Circus and Menagerie opened in Co-
lumbus on May 2, 1887 and spent the first
week of the season there. 4 familiar face
among the performers was James Robin-
son who was the show's star attraction. A
great expense was supposedly incurred
with Robinson's hiring, but the show ad-
vertised that they ‘,-#ere "truly a dollar ex-
hibiton for a dime.”

The show pleased audiences as Frank
Andress and his military band opened the
performance with a beautiful overture
followed by a fine grand entree. Next
came a song by Dick Baker whose rich
voice completely filled the canvas. Leap-
ing by a corps of acrobats and equestrians

followed. James Stowe performed a
hurdle act and a four-horse riding act.
Lottie Miranda and the “ghiting brothers
then did their aerial acts.® The final act
consisted of an exhibition of graceful and
fearless equestrianism by the ackow-
ledged "King of the Ring” James Robin-
son. At the conclusion of his act on the
second night he was presented with an el-
egant floral horseshoe which was over
four feet in height..9

In 1888 James Stowe moved from part
owner of the circus to manager of the an-
nex. This fifteen ear railroad show had
178 people and was titled Miller & Free-
man's New United Shows. Charles Miller
and W. W. Freeman were listed as own-
ers with the management of the show be-
ing made up of the following people:
Frank Miller, assistant manager; Alex
Jacques, press agent; James Murray,
equestrian director; Frank Andress, mu-
gical director; Gus Hill, manager of con-
cert; Tom Berriman, superintendent of
tickets; Abe Gumble, manager of refresh-
ments; and John Lewis, side show orator.
Frank Stowe, the brother of James Sto-
we, was leader of the side show band and
played cornet.

The show opened in Columbus, Ohio on
April 23 and spent its first week there.
Over the next twenty-two weeks the cir-
cus traveled through eight states and two
provinces, averaging 36 miles daily with
the longest run being 178 miles. One of
the main features of the show was a bal-
loon ascension and parachute jump. This
attraction went well for the first four days
of the new season. On April 27, however,
Professor Gillock, the aeronaut, had some
problem inflating the ballogn. It finally
went straight up with the Professor sit-
ting on a trapeze which was suspended
from a closed parachute. When it was
time to perform Gillock pulled the cord
which was to loosen him from the balloon
and open the chute--but nothing hap-
pened.

While he was busy trying to work the
parachute free, the balloon began to de-

scend. Suddenly the chute billowed out
with a balloon above and the Professor
below. He swung down and hung from
the trapeze by his hands when he was
about 100 feet from the ground, getting
ready to light on his feet. He finally
dropped on a porch roof, only to have the
balloon take off again %nd come down &
short distance away. The next day
Professor Colby, ancother aeronaut with
the show, made a beautiful ascension
from t| he circus g'munds without any prob-
lems. Later in the season Professor
Hathaway, the show's third aeronaut, had
the misfortune of coming down too close
to a house, striking a chimney and injur-
ing himself.

Not all the show's problems occurred
in the air. While the train was enroute
near Mikanna Station, Ohio an the Chica-
go and Pittsburgh Railroad, it ran into a
landsiide. The passenger coaches and
stock were not damaged, but the flats
containing the wagons were completely
wrecked. The damage was %%000 and a
cook on the show was killed.'* On June
3 Milier & Freeman sustained another
wreck near Springfield, Massachusetts.
The flat carrying the canvas wagon struck
a switch in such a manner as to cause its
derailment and that of the car following.
Both cars were thrown down an embank-
ment, injuring five men. To top it all off,
at that time Doctor Freeman was not on
the show as several days previous he
went to Boston where he was confined to
bed with inflamatory rheumatism. Miller
was also away, having to leave the show
for Columbus two weeks prior on account
of illness.

On June 21 while the circus was per-
forming at Marlborough, Massachusetts,
Professor Chartes Colby, the balloon as-
censionist, met with a very painful acci-
dent. While trying to land his parachute
in a safe area he struck a two story house,
causing a compound fracture of his left

Letterhead for the Stowe Bros. Cir-
cus of 1830. Johin F. Stowe collection.
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—THE QRANDEST, FINEST, LARGEST AND—

BEST SHOW IN THE WORLD
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POPULARPRICES

Finest Acrobate, Biders and General Performers with this
aggrogation that hay aver visited your Oity.

{—JERY, VERY FUNNY JESTERS—

Real [ndizns, Cowhose, Seauls, Sharp Shooters and Bucking Bronchos.

Tn fact averpibiog perialntag 2o conskitate a gennine Wil Weast Bhow.

TRAINED ANIMALS OF ALL OESCRIPTIONS.
Grand Strest Parade at 10 a. m.
FREE, FREE, FREE PARACHUTE EXHIBITION

4p the grounds before Lhe EooTe OFEIL

disa aint. Tha a1 13 Ared and cannot bs chaoged rnd
Samenber wo hever disapgoly hacte e eed s

Findlay, Saturday, May i0th.
RATIN OR SHIINE.

Two Performances, 1 and 7 p. m.

Ad for Stowe Bros. Circus from Find-
fay (Ohio} Courier of April 26, 1890,
This show was owned by John F, and
Burt Stowe. John F. Polacsek collec-
tion.

leg. He afterwards fell to the ground and
suffeigd other injuries to his head and
body.

The tents were blown down during a
gale on June 23 at Leominster, Massa-
chusetts, as hundreds of spectators be-
came panic striken. Many injuries result-
ed and the showmen suffered a loss of
several thousand dollars that day.

Considering the events of the year it is
not hard to understand why the Miller &
Freeman equipment was offered for sale
in a December 1888 Clipper. The invent-
ory included a train of railroad cars, 25
head of baggage stock, 5 head of ring
stock, 13 baggage wagons, eight cages, a
bandwagon, a ticket wagon, a chandelier
wagon, 46 lengths of seats which were
twelve high, 10 lengths of reserve seats
which were eight high, a big top consist-
ing of a 120 foot round top with two 50
fuot Tlddles, and an 80 foot menagerie

Apparently there were not many
I:akers as in February 1889 the show was
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advertised for sale at auction. It was re-
ported then that Walter L. Main acquired
some of the equipment, but the disposi-
tion of the remainder can only be specu-
lated upon.

There is a possibility that a newly or-
ganized Columbus wagon shew--titled
Stowe, Long and Gumble Circus, Menage-
rie and Balloon Shows--purchased the
rest of the equipment. This ten cent cir-
cus opened on April 25, 1889 at Hawks
Station or Vinton, Ohio. It was operated
by James Stowe, Harry Long who had a
dog act, and Abe Gumble who ran a cloth-
ing store in Columbus and managed the
concessions on the 1888 Miller & Free-
man Circus. The troupe played a few days
around Columbus, then played the town
for a week beginning April 29. A balleon
ascession drew people to the show
grounds for the one ring performance.

The roster included the following: Sto-
we, Long and Gumble, owners and manag-
ers; Matt Smith, press agent; Prof. Ned
Houston and a band of twelve pieces;
Harry Long, treasurer; Robert Whittaker,
equestrian director; Prof, White and his
dog and pony circus; three Martinneti
brothers, acrobats; James Stowe, J. Pre-
son and Robert Whittaker, equestrians.
Other performers were Miss Downie, Sam
Rheinhart, Downie & Melville, J. Booker,
Ben Downie, the Braham brothers, Ko-
Ko-Ana, Frank Sparks, Frank Gillett, Ed-
win Martinneti, Mlle. Lorretto, Miss Bar-
retto, and Leen Kimmell. The concert
performers were Duey and Fortenbeaugh,
Ainsley & Downie, Nellie Rivers, Kitty
Mead, Montana Frank and Buckeye
George. Prof. Jewell, Prof. H. Gruber,
Charles Richmond and William Borchers
were connected with the balloon ascen-
sion. The sideshow included Max Zim-
merman, manager; Lew Zimmerman, as-
sistant manager; John Lewis, talker;
Capt. Lovavaovetish; Jasper, Zulu; Millie
Jasper; Baldwin Allen, half horse and half
man; Lew Smith; and J%C[EE Smith's black
band of ten musicians. Jake Posey,
the last of the forty horse drivers, started
in show business on this circus by driving
a six horse bill wagon on the advance.

The show proceeded west through Ohio
with performances at Springfield on May
6 and Dayton on May 7. They added the
words "Wild West" and the announce-
ment of a street Pg ade to their adverti-
sing at this time.“> A new addition to
the show was four cubs from one of the li-
ons, an mdiqéatmn that the show carried a
menagerie.

Circus day brought a great number of
people into town and although the para-
chute drop, the riding and the acrobatics
were good, the show had some unsavory
followers attached to it. There was a
crowd of gamblers and fakirs who accom-
panied the troupe and one local editor
complained that gambling devices were
being worked on all sides and pickpock-
ets were numerous. It was also pointed
out that the show managed to work off a
great deal of counterfeit money in Frank-
lin and Waynesville, but in Lebanon the

people were prepareﬁ% and very little was
put into circulation.

When the Stowe. Long and Gumble Cir-
cus rolled into Wilmington, Ohio for a
May 17 performance, the editor only not-
ed that it was a small show with two or
three good acts, possibly because the
show failed to take a newspaper ad. He
objected to the "Hangersen" who workgg
swindling games on the show grounds.
From here the show headed south-east
for an exhibition in Maysville, Kentucky
on May 19 and at Owensburg, Kentucky
on June 15.

The show carried a lot of grift and its
epitath was best written by Max Zimmer-
man in the Billboard some years later: "I
do remember the Stowe, Long & Gumble
Show (Go Slow and Stumble). It was the
first circus I traveled with. I opened with
the show at Hawks Station, Ohic and
stuck to it until the sheriff took away the
last stake down on the Green River in
Kentucky. I ran the kid show, while Gus
Norten and Ed Cross had the privileges. I
was present at Maysville, Kentucky when
Ed Cross was shot to death. We had a big
show--several hundred heads of stock
(nearly all rrbsrtgaged) and several hun-
dred people.

With the loss of his show, James Stowe
was out of the circus business for the next
year. In 1891 he was equestrian director
on the William Sells Circus and in 1892
held” the same position on the Adam
Forepaugh show. te joined the Walter L.
Main Circus in 1893, again as equestrian
director.

In 1896 the Stowe Brothers Circus title
was again on the road, this time under
the command of the two Stowe brothers--

The Stowe Bros. Circus used this
songster in the early 1820s. Ringling
Museum of the Circus collection.




Frank and James. For the previous dec-
ade Frank had been active in the circus
field. In 1886 he and Andy Showers oper-
ated a flat boat show in the South with
the ea&enainment drifting from town to

“Y Prank played in the annex band
on the 1888 Miller & Freeman Circus,
and the following year went on the ill fat-
ed Stowe, Long & Gumble Circus. In 1892
the Frank Stowe and Co. Circus opened
at New Albany, Indiana on February 26,
played Paducah, Kentucky for four days,
then transfered to new cars. The show
then chartered the paddlewheel steamer
John Fowler at Jeffersonville, Indiana
and became a nautical circus. The 147
foot long steamer carried the entire show,
and they played the p%%s of the QOhio
River and its tributaries.

The Stowe Brothers Circus of 1896
opened at Vinton, Ohio, the same city
where Stowe, Long and Gumble started
their 1889 tour. Not much is known of
the show other than that Frank Stowe
was on the advance and that they trav-
eled by railroad for a portion of the sea-
son. After a number of June and July
dates in West Virginia and Kentucky, the
show's route i§ hard to trace and it may
have closed.“® With the end of this cir-
cus, Frank Stowe's activities become dif-
ficult to follow, but his brother left a
clear trail.

From 1900 until 1907 James Stowe was
the 24 hour man on Forepaugh-Sells, and
from 1908 until 1910 he held the same
job on Barnum and Bailey. He died of
heart failure on November 1, 1910 while
his passenger coach was coming into
Greenwood, Mississippi. He was 52.
When the Barnum show learned of his
death the next day at Yazoo City, Missis-
sippi all of the ﬂ%s were floated at half
mast in his honor.

The second Stowe to rise to promi-
nence during this time was John Frede-
rick Stowe, the son of John Stowe of Ber-
rien Springs, Michigan. The Burr Robbins
Circus of 1884 and 1885 listed an acrobat
by the name of John T. Stowe. Late in
1885, John Stowe was attached to the
King, Burke & Co.'s Allied Show which
was performing at Signor Faranta's Iron
Theater in New Orleans. This indoor cir-
cus opened on October 19 and had among
its perfomers John F. Stowe v wWho was list-
ed as a guigk-change artist. it is be-
lieved that Stowe stayed with King &
Burke for the next two years. In August
1887 the Clipper stated that Stowe would
go with the Scribner & Clements Circus
where he would act as the amusem%nt di-
rector of their 60 horse wagon show.

Stowe was obviously in demand. While
Scribner & Clements claimed to have
hired him for the 1888 season, the King
and Franklin Circus advertised that they
had "Jolly Johnnie Stowe"” who was
"acknowledged by all to be the funniest
clown in America.” It was further noted
in their heralds that he was the only
clown of the day who could wear the ma-
natle of the great clown Grimaldi. When
the King & Franklin show opened on
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Letterhead for John F. Stowe's Uncle
Tom's Cabin Co. from the late 1890s.
Pfening archives.

April 24 at Roanoke, Virginia, however,
John Stowe was not among the company,

Early in April 1888 an ad in the Clipper
noted that the John Stowe Circus desired
musicians, two strong altos to double on
first and second vialins, and a strong solo
B flat cornet player. The applicants were
to address W. F. Kemp's Hall, Athens,
Tennesse, 25 the season was to start
April 21, The show actually opened
the first week of May in Cincinnati and
spent five weeks in the Queen City. At
the close of this run they added Prof.
Maorris's equine paradox and went on the
road as the Stowe Brothers Circus, owned
by John F. and his brother Burt ma é%g it
a circus actually owned by brothers.

This troupe graveled through Ohio in
June and July.®* News from the show in
the Clipper noted that the clown Sam
Dickey had been sick for a few weeks and
that Charles H. King the banjoist was in
charge of the concert §§d laying out the
people in the hotels.®? After dates in
Ohio and West Virginia the show char-
tered the 122 foot long paddlewheel
steamer General Dowes to transport the
show, eventually carrying it gg the Little
Kanawha River in Kentucky.”? The show
wintered in Cincinnati where in Decem-
ber M, §7Swwe presented John with a ba-
by girl.

'I'he 1889 season found two Stowes ad-
vertising for people in the Clipper. James
Stowe was organizating the Stowe, Long
and Gumble Circus in Columbus, while
dohn Stowe was putting together his show
at Louisville. The Stowe Brothers Colos-
sal Show of 1889 opened in Cincinnati for
four weeks starting on April 22, then
traveled by rail, performing at least in
QOhio and Indiana. The staff included:
Stowe brothers, proprietors and manag-
ers; John F. Stowe, manager; Burt Stowe,
business manager; Harry Seymour, trea-
surer; 1. J. Westwood, secretary; T. J.
Tremaine, press agent; J. Falkner, rail-
road contractor; I. L. Loeckwood, master
of transportation; George Jennier, eques-
trian director; Fred Leavens, and 15 as-
sistants made up the advance.

The performers were: George Jennier,
the Ashton brothers, John Shields, Mas-
ter Hennier, George Gun, Marx & Alonzo,
Master Shields, D. L. Nichols, Alex. Sca-
far, Maggie & George Day, N. 8. Wood,
Harry Bluften, D. T. Cameron, and J.
Hollywood. The wild west performers
were Chief Running Deer, John Deer,
Man-No-Qua-Ta, Kis-Ko, Os-Qui-Li-Te,
Red Beaver, Split Bark, Rolling Thunder,
Kentucky Frank, Buckeye George, Yel-
lowstone Vie, Texas John, Rattlesnake
Dave, and Wild Horse Harry.

The concert included: Signor Del Fue-
go, W. H. Hickey, Clark & Gilmore,
George Day, M. J. Foley, Minnie Allen,
James Ryan, Alice Fuego, Nina Jennier,
Tillie Deer and Clarence Arnold's band of
ten pieces. The rest of the show's staff in-
cluded P. McNerey, boss canvasman with
25 men under him; Ed Smith, property
boss with 5 assistants; Harry Nash, war-
drobe; Ed Kearney, boss hostler. There
were 43 horses on the roster, and 10 rail-
road cars. The performance was present-
ed under a 125 foot r?slénd top with three
40 foot middle pieces.

The season was not without problems.
On August 13 while at Vincennes, India-
na, John Deer (aka Split Bark) was shot
by an off-duty policeman who was drunk.
The policeman reportedly abused Deer
and struck him with a mace. They then
fought, after which the cop fired five
shots, one of which hit Deer in the thigh.
The show also advertised for a boss ean-
vasman stating that "none but sober and
responsible men write.” The show also
needed a reliable agent, a good knocka-
bout and singing clown, a good hostler to
handle cars, and a chandelier man. The
applicants were t%évrit.e the show at East
St. Louis, Illinois.

The staff changed drastically by late
September. While the Stowe brothers
and George Jennier still had their same
positions, new faces included Fred Leav-
ens, general agent; John Hays, master of
transportation; A. S. Koland, contracting
agent; H. S. Haley, master of canvas;
Harry Shamlaw, master of stock; and C,
A. Donaldson, manager of privileges.
The show proceeded south with perfor-
mances in Arkansas and Alabama in Sep-
tember through November.
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When the circus came into Mobile on
November 16 it found that the contract-
ing agent Fred Leavens had died three
days pricr after a severe attack of dysen-
tery. Burt and John Stowe assumed
charge of the arrangements and being un-
aware of any relatives decided to bury
him in Mobile. The Stowes insisted on
paying for the entire expense as they con-
sidered it their duty to one who had been
a most faithful and valuable employee.
The funeral of the 43 year old agent was
attended by the entire company.

The show continued in the South with
performances in Alabama and Georgia
through January of the new year. Cold
weather persisted for a stand at Atanta
on January 17 and 18, but some 2000 peo-
ple came out for each performance. The
big draw of the show was the wild west,
reported to be the first wild west ever ex-
hibited under canvas in the South. Chief
Running Bear, the famous warrior and
chief of the Comanche Indians, along with
other Indians and long haired westerners
gave an exhibition of frontier life that
was "intens%}:g realistic and thoroughly
sensational.”

Notes from the show claimed that busi-
ness was very good throughout the South.
As the long season neared its end the em-
ployees presented John F. Stowe with a
pure white solitaire diamond on his birth-
day. The Stowes were making plans for
the spring season when several new rail-
road cars were to be added as was a new
big top--a 140 foot round with three 50
foot middle. The larger big top would al-
low for new wild west hippodrome races
on a 30 foot track.3 The season of 36
weeks closed at Birmingham, Alabama
on January 30 and the show was shipped
back to winter quarters in Cincinnati,

The 1850 letterhead and heralds of the
show calimed that they had been estab-
lished in 1840 and this was their 50th an-
nual tour. The circus opened in Cincinna-
ti in April with the following staff: gener-

Interlor of Stowe's Tom Show tent.
This photo was taken from the stage,
perhaps by John Stowe himself. John
F. Stowe collection.
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al managers, John F. and Burt Stowe;
general advance agent, T. B. Long; con-
tracting agent, Charles Ellis; assistant
agent, A. O. Cass; boss billposter, Fred
Gilbert and ten assistants; equestrian
manager, Fred H. Leslie; treasurer,
George L. Behrans; assistant treasurer,
John Keenan; masters of canvas, M. T.
Haley and Ed Kennedy and thirty men;
master of stock, R. Rual and ten men;
manager of side show, C. A. Donaldson;
superintendent of wild west, Oregon Kit;
and Prof. F. Long's military band of four-
teen pieces.

The show headed north with perfor-
mances in Ohio in May. At Findlay bad
luck was with the show as the first wagon
unloaded from the cars had both springs
broken, and another heavy wagon had a
whee! taken off when it was caught in the
street car tracks.™? To add insult to inju-
ry a tremendous shower in the afternoon
cut short the performance, and at night
the river rose so high that the grounds
were flooded and no performance was at-
tempted. It was decided to remain in
Findlay until Monday, M6ay 12 and give an
afternoon performance.4

The show turned west with performanc-
es in Indiana and Michigan in May, June
and early July. Their route is sketchy for
that year but they also played New York,
Ohio and Indiana in September and Octo-
ber. The show again went into winter
quarters in Cincinnati.

The early part of April of 1891 found
John F. Stowe in Cairo, Illincis. An ad in
the Clipper stated that he wanted per-
formers and musicians to strengten the
show for the summer season and also
needed performing dogs, ponies, goats,
and monkeys.*’ By May Stowe was back
in Cincinnati and advertising that he still
needed musicians, a bar tef;uﬂB double
trapeze and lady aerial artists.™ When
the show opened in the suburbs of Cincin-
nati late in May, the weather was bad
which spoiled business, but they made up
for it at the é'next two stands just outside
Cincinnati.4® Over forty years later Har-
ry Lakola wrote the Billboard with his re-
collections of trouping with the John F.
Stowe show that year. "John F. Stowe,

Covington, Kentucky, organized a small
circus that spring,” wrote Lakola, "I
Joined to do my specialty and clown on
bars. It was a small affair, a 60 foot round
top and two 40 foot middle pieces. But
brand new from centerpole to stakes,
Carried a German band of eight pieces.

“John F. Stowe was proprietor and gen-
eral manager; Mrs. Mamie Stowe, trea-
surer and ticket seller; Burt Stowe, front
door; and Ed Sloman, advance agent. Per-
formers in the big show were Frank Mor-
ris and his dog and pony troupe featuring
a midget horse; Elliot family, Tom, Jams,
Polly and Annie, bicycle and unicycle rid-
ers, using the high-wheel velocipedes of
that time; Will Irwin, head balancer on
swinging trapeze; Mlle. Irwin, iron jaw;
Bell Brotehrs, acrobats; Ashton Brothers,
horizontal bars; D. L. Nichols, wire act;
Chauncey Powell, contorionist and mon-
key act on swinging perch; Bill Gibbs and
Tom Melnerney, Roman Gladiator and
statue act; Sam Dicky, Al Devaney and
Sam Boydell, clowns.

"In the concert were John F. Stowe in
his lightning-change act; Mamie Stowe,
seriocomic; Burt Stowe, old Negro char-
acter, singing I Love to Think of the Days
When I Was Young; Devaney and Ray,
sketch team; Gibbs and McInerney, box-
ing and wrestling, meeting all comers;
closing with the old reliable afterpiece,
Mr. and Mrs. Brown .

"Here is a record | think iz hard to
beat. Aleng the Ohio and the Big Kana-
wha rivers we traveled by steamboat,
along the C. H. & D. Canal by canal boat
and overland by rail or wagon. At start of
the season we played all the suburbs
around Cincinnati, six weeks in all, three-
day stands. As we all stopped in hotels,
we were allowed street-car fare to reach
the show lot. There were cable cars then;
motors and airplanes had net made an
appearance or no doubt we would have
used those., The show made money. The
following season, much enlarged, it trav-

Tom shows often paraded, and Sto-
we's troupe was no exception as
shown here around 1900. John F. Stowe
collection.




eled south and, while playing Florida,
united with the Pubbilones [sic] show and
went to Cuba. I missed that treat, as I
had gone west."d

There are some inaccuracies in Lako-
la's account, but it notes that the show
decided to get off rail and become a wa-
ter circus for part of the season. Once
they left the river systems they headed
overland and south with performances in
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida in
December and January. After closing at
Key West on January 17, the show sailed
to Havana where they performed in con-
nection with the Pubillones Circus.

The show did not go into winter quar-
ters that year, but appeared in Cuba until
late April of 1892. After four months the
show returned to the United States but
found that the Southern ports had been
quarentined which forced the show to
land in New York City on May 14. Imme-
diately ads for musicians and trained ani-
mals were placed in the trade press with
the note "é:onsider one week's silence a
negative."! Exactly when the show reo-
pened is unknown, but the rounte included
dates in Maryland in July, and Pennsylva-
nia dates in September.

In its early years John Stowe's Uncle
Tom's Cabin show traveled by rallroad.
The car on the left is lettered "baggage
and scenery car,” while the one on the

The 1892 season was a turning point in
John F. Stowe's life. While he was dispos-
ing of some surplus stock in Philadelphia
he met William H. Donaldson who was
shortly to found the Billboard. Donaldson
suggested that Stowe bring to the public
"Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin' Company”
and leave the circus business. What bet-
ter than John F. Stowe to exhibit on
stage tl%% great work of Harriett Beecher
Stowe.?* The idea appealed to Stowe
who formed a new show at the end of the
season that performed in opera houses.
By March 1893 he was on the road with
Tom show performances in Ontario.

The Tom show was a success and by
August of 1893 a new dramatization of
was offered by Stowe and Co.%% The
stage show played opera houses from
Portland, Maine to Portland, Oregon and
John Stowe opened the 1897 season in
New York City where he introduced the
cake walk. It is doubtful that he stayed
the entire season in New York as there
was still sawdust in his veins.

While the Tom show was on stage,
John F. Stowe went out as assistant man-

ager of the Walter L. Main Circus in
1897. He still wanted to have his own cir-
cus and he struck a bargain with Main.
At the end of the regular season Main
leased nine cars to Stowe who then
framed the Stowe Brothers International
Shows and Hagenheck's Trained Animal
Exhibition,

Fortunately & transcript of the account
books of the Walter L. Main Circus have
survived. They give not only the route,
but also some financial details of the Sto-
we and Hagenbeck Circus which lasted
from November 9 to December 22 1897;

Date  Town  Profit/(Loss)

Navemhber 3 Ralla, Missouri  $215.90

November 10 Marshfield, Missouri  (76.46)

November 11 Seligman, Missouri 9717

November 12 Fayettsville, Atkansas 8315

MNovember 13 Fort Smith, Arkansas 21B.76

November 14  Sunday

November 15 Paris, Texas 128.09

November 16 Honey Grove, Texas 125.89

November 17 Wolfe City, Texas  155.90

November 18  Fort Worth, Texas 8§L.64

November [9  Meridian, Texas {116.69)

November 20 McGregor, Texas (96.50)

November 21  Sunday

November 22 Cameren, Texas  {(210.49)

right is lettered "John F. Stowe's Pri-
vate Car.” It was named the Erma, pre-
sumably after his wife. John F. Stowe
collection.

November 23  Rogers, Texas (27.10)
November 24  Goldwaithe, Texas 46,02
November 25 Lampasas, Texas {83.68)
November 26 Coleman, Texas 160.68
November 27 Bollinger, Texas (229.35)
November 28  San Angelo, Texas  296.65
November 29 Sunday

Navember 30 Brownwood, Texas 216.86
December 1 Temple, Texas 106.95
December 2 Navasota, Texas 2.88
December 3 Calvert, Texas  (223.00)
December 4  Bryan, Texas  {133.17)
December § Sunday

December 8 Hempstead, Texas {388.67)
December 7 Elgin, Texns 1568.84
December 8  Austin, Texas 533.37
December 9 Georgetown, Texas 81.88
December 10 Taylor, Texas (54.80)
December 11 San Marcus, Texas 60.06
December 12 Sunday

Decemhber 13  San Antonio, Texas 123.87
Decemhber 14  San Antonio, Texas (434.2%)
December 18 Luling, Texas (147.29)
December 18 Columbos, Texas  (2B8.97)
December 1718 Enzoute

December 1§  New Orleans, La.  228.70
December 20 New Orleans, La.  (135.20)

December 21 New Orleans, La.  22.70

December 22 New Orlcans, La.  (131.81)

The Main account books recorded the
history of the show and its demise: "9
cars, Main leased to John Stowe, called
Stowe Bros. Show. 40 or 50 horses, two el-
ephants, six or seven cages. The prettiest
outfit any show ever had. It was a terrible
frost. Main lost $3500.00 going and get-
ting the show home ete. The printers lost
heavily. Moreland did not get paid for
feeding the people for two or three days.
Performers and working men did not get
anything the last two or three weeks and
the last night Stowe walked away and
hid. Danney Fitzgerald, Battey, Berris,
St. John, Crandel, Rice, Bernard, John
Kelly, Christie, and Doc Miller and the
band stayed until the finish. The rest in-
cluding Bickel and Watson, Stowe, Gil-
bertson, Tyebells, Jirn West, Steve Miaco
and all performers showed the yellow
feather. Main and Fitzgerald stayed up
all night to get the train out of town with-
out attachments. The reasons for failure
were bill car only one week ahead, paper
not half strong enough, Stowe forgot te
order his second edition, had to give all
his attention to his lady friend. Walker
[show print] shipped second addition too
late and COD. Show could not move it.
Weather was terrible bad. Snow in some
towns. Performance was extra fine but
management rotten. Performers weak-
ened the night before closing in New Or-
leans and Stowe gave back about $100.00
to the audience which was about $10.00
more than he took in when he could have
given the show with the trained animals,
Crandel and St. John. Wallace show fol-
lowed in New Orleans on another lot and
done [sic] nothing and had a lesing sea-
son. Sells Bros. also a big loser, season
1897, especially in Texas. Show was 8
cars back, one ahead and was bad size
and took special service."®* Thus ended
the 1897 Stowe Brothes Cicus.

With this bad experience behind him,
John F. Stowe concentraed his efforts on
his Uncle Tom's Cabin Company. He
took the show out for the 1898 season
from his headquarters in Portland,
Maine, planning to open under a canvas
tent. For many years the show was sue-
cegsful, but he always had a longing to
have a circus.

He once again ran away with the circus
in 1912 when he became the manager of
the Downie and Wheeler Circus which
opened on March 9 at Valdosta, Georgia.
The show was on thirteen cars with one
ahead. A leaping the gap bicycle act was
the free attraction.”” As far as can be de-
termined this was the last time John F.
Stowe was in the circus business.

At the end of the 1912 season Stowe re-
turned to Niles, Michigan and continued
to improve his Tom show. By 1920 it had
50 people and carried the equipment be-
hind a dozen automobiles and trucks.
The performance was given under a tent
which sat 2000 which was illumjnated by
a Deleo electric lighting system.s
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As the Tom show popularity faded, he
took out the temperance play "Ten
Nights in a Barroom” in 1928. This new
venture was not successful. The show it-
self made money, but with the loss of five
cars in six weeks, the loss of the electric
light plant, and the tent going up in
flames it was a rough season. Unfortu-
nately, the show was considered political
in nature. Stowe related: "At Martins-
ville, Indiana I sat on the hotel veranda
beside a man there for treatments at the
health springs when our show calliope
went by. 'There, logk at that, said the
stranger, 'Republican stuff, to my certain
knowledge there are 12 of those shows
touring _Indiana now for the Republi-
cans.”97 Whether a political motive ex-
isted or not, the show was packed away at
the end of the year and John F. Stowe re-
tired.

The Stowe saga ended on May 19, 1939
when John F. Stowe died at his home in
Niles, Michigan. He was the last of the
long standing Stowe family in the outdoor
gshow business. Thanks to these who
helped with this project: Ted Bowman,
Bob Brisendine, Albert Conover, John F.
Stowe, and Fred Dahlinger.
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BILL KASISKA’S LETTERHEADS

ETHEL ATKINSON, TREAS.

Tom Atkinson toured the Howe Bros. Circus in 1937. He had been associated with other truck shows of the 1930s
including Barney Bros. The title of this colorful letterhead is red outlined in black. The lion Is in full color. Atkinson’s
name is in blue. The letterhead was designed and printed by the U.S. Printing & Engraving Co. of Kansas City, Mo.
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