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PREFACE. .

4 .

The first Distriet Gaxelteer of Pufaen by 1. 508

OMalley, 105, was published m 1911,

The State Governmuent of Bihar in the Revenue Dep&tﬁ‘ﬁcm
have undertaken the work ol reswriting and publishing Ditbict
Gazetteers, In the last fuw decades there had been very 1nany
basic changes in the distriet and the country, 'The old seérics of
District Gazetteers had a very limited objective and were meant
mare or less to be the administrators’ handbook,  With the
mdependence ol the country the very character of the State
Government has changed.  The old Distric! Gazetteer of Purnes o
even if available 15 of Dittle vse now. :

The Mimistry of Saentihe Rescarch and Coltural Affairs has
recently taken up the work of publishing four Central volumes
[or India (in place of the Old Imperial Gazetteers) and in
comsultation with the State Covernments has drawn up a general
plan to be I[ollowed as far as possible by the States for their i
District Gazetteers,  The Statc Government of Bihar have agreed
o work in collaboration with the Ministry of Scientihe Research

and Cultural Aflairs, v

]
LThis re-written Distvict Gazetteer of Purnex s my l[iﬁlr
publication in the new series, The re-written District Gazetteers’ s. T
ot Hazaribagh, Musaffarpor, Gaya, Singhbbum, Saran,

- Champaran, Monghyr, Palimau and Bhagalpur have already been®

published.  Tn the last three we have followed India’s plan.

The work of re-writing the District Gazetterr of Purneg has |
its own difficulties.  Although there have been recently Surveve. =
and Scetlement Operations, the Final Report has nol yer bocn
published.  No comprehensive sociocconomic sarvey of the
district has been undertaken.  Portiong of the district have gone
over 1o West Bengal in implementation of the recomimendatjons
of the States Reorganisation Commission.  The Atfnual

‘Administrative Reports are not always poblished now.  The -

march of evenes has been extremely rapid in the last three decades
and the very face of the district has been changed.  Ofcers in .
key positions have their own problems whiell leave chetn ficcle
leigure to give active collaboration in a sk of this type. *
In my task of ve-writing the District Gazeticer of Puriea [
have been immensely profited by my long asociation with the
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district. T was posted eo the district in 1985, Since then | have
* & . had the opportunity of rewvisiting the district in various official
t:-apar:it}-‘. Jome of Jche older generation  who are p::m_mm:n;r
residents of Purnea | ike Raja P, C. Lal of Nazarganj, Mr. Satkayi l
o Dey; Advocate, the Lae Mr, Jubinstone, H. M. Weatherall, eie, oo
havg helped me considerably in my work.  Old Recards in
Purgea -ollectotate were looked inro by me and some of the
materidls collected on them were utilised.  Institutions like 7
Nﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂl Archives, New Delhi, National Library, Calentia, o
Asiatic Society of Bengal have continued giving me their valuable 8
help as before, They have ungrudgingly allowed me loan of -
rarc books and study in their Archives.  For the farer events. 1
have had help from various books, Census reports, MANUSCTIPLS

& and data eollected From collaborators, personal investigations and !
Tt is only by the pooling of vesources, personal comtacts, 1,
eXtensive tours, ohservation and study that a book of this tpe - W

. tould be compiled. | am particolarly grateful o Pandi 1
Binodanand That, Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri M ahesh Prasad i

Egs Sinha, Revenue Minister, and Shyi S ). Mazumdar, 1.5, Chiet ;f ;

Secretary, They have always taken keen interest in this work
and have given me all possible help and encouragement, My
thanks ate due to the Cenrral Gazetteer Unir in the Ministry af |

| Scienfiﬁcﬁcmrrh and Cultural Alfairs for giving some valuahle |
ke %ﬁggc&ﬁ:;m on the texts. Shri Bholy Shastri, Minister in the I 3
- ’ - J

uar Governuient comes from Purnea distries and the Editor , [

Jhad some very helpful discussions with him. ¥

I have tried o provide an objective book for a wide range J K|

of readers, politicians, writers, scholars, administrators, tourisye JB

. and by no means the least, the mterested man in the street. Tt i

~ 2will be a privilege if the book is of some help to the readers of the 4
present and coming gencration, _

Parna: L Lol 1

e aa P. C. ROY CHAUDHITRY 1
The"1st Octoher 1952 ) . .
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Water-sufiply—There is copious  watersup ply from the
streatns and sinking rubewells way be attended with succoss.

Econonics—The district s very poor in  mineral  resonrees,
Only kankar. is available in the northern portion of the districe
atvd Ity be usesd for burning lime and road metal,

Larihguake—Thring the Bihar-Nepal Farthquake of 1954,
the district suffered very ad versely, Wese of the Purnca town there
was a pood ot of subsidence of land surface, Iracturing in  the
alluvium through which sand and warer were cjectedd. Away from
the town in the other directions the  ares cxperienced  obligue
shocks that could shatler buildings. Near Purnea theruhrvasi_ming
MOVEents were from cast to west.

The cause of the carthquake was supposed to be  the sudden
el to straln set up by the upward movement of the: country
| north of a line containing Purnes and downseard movement south
ofit.  This line of strain exrends to Motibar] on the Champaran
district, through Simmarki in the Muzalfarpur distriet |

= mepiﬁmtﬁl tract of the carthquake where maximuig
chivage donc was sityated iy the Muzallarpur and Darblatga

AL Fauna—Zoovogy.
‘ - X S e i Pl e r S ¥ = [
i . from time immemorial has been known to lw a

meﬂlﬁﬂfnrthtiﬂnkﬂmﬂf ohe tine there was an abandanee of
h?g:ﬁwnﬂd Wﬁsfﬂr the v Rifary. .—“"ﬂ){]ul 491 L‘ff-_'l'l[_.!lf-)’ bEﬁl'I"E 1 {,de

dfwﬂgl?'ﬁ Mants wert quite common danugring the paddy-helds

3 #(fi!!! ll.’l'he Jumgles of the Nepal Leyai ot Purnca border

o5 used to be shot in the distric, about half a  contury
Vigges }ﬁ&ﬂq thae stands stafled oo standing position
m af Caleui was shot in Purnes districs by Jou
- WEEKROWN  Sportsman and Lidigoplanter "o

£ 0f the big Kosi and the highugmss janglor o
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the tappus to the north of she district. Teopards are still common

espectally in the jungles in the Kishanganj subdivision, They
occastonally carried off Iambs and goars [roan the villages,

Waolves and hyaenas were also abundant. Wild buffaloes nsed
to move about in herds in the northern part of the diserict, Thie
last herds were in the Bhowa and Mohanpur junglés to the south.

Deer of various varicties were abhundant on the hanks of the
diffevent tributaries of the Kosi. The ordinary hog<decrs were so
very abundant that the famous shikert Raja Kivtyanand Sinha of
Banaili Raj had remarked (1916) that one could gor a hundred
hog-deer a day if he wished though it would be cruclty to shoot

so wany,  Other types of deer like black-buck wnd sported-deer
{cheelal) were common. Pigs af one thoe were ahundant,

Crocodiles were found in almost all the rivers and stagnant

pools of water in Purnea district Game birds were also plentiinl,

Rajz Kirtyanand Sinha in his book ‘Purnea a Shikar Land’ (191t
has c»bserw “Ihose generally et with can be casily  classed
under two dxﬁeu nt heads. The Hrst is the class that breeds in the
district, and the othet, the migratory  class. Under the foriner
come the black and the grey partridges, pea-fowls, the  foricans,
cotton and whistling teals, button quails, the blick and  white
ibis, golden and rcd-brmstcd plovers, green and blue rack pigeons,
blue-fowls and other coanman lnrr‘]s like curlews, cte.  Among the
migralory bivds of the winter are the geese ol rhe two varietics

(the barheaded and the & grey) , the ducks {(pin-tail, spotted hill,

tulted pocliard, grey and ﬁmhmmu . the jack and the p‘tmu*tl
snipe, wagtails, quail, and ortoluns. Ortolans come i at thi
beginming of Mareh and stay here for a couple of mouths and go
away a5 soon as the sumuner heat becowmes unbearable o them,
They are found in rhousands, like swarms of locusts, on the ligh
waste land —~the ‘maidan’—which is the prominent feature of the
district. ‘Though T have shot 2 ew American black geese ton, 1

?ianmt say if they are birds that are generaily found in the
m &

Aunther quotation [rom the same book will show wha!-

Purmca was as 4 shikdr land before @ Tn short it would not be an
ﬁ? cration to say that Pumea is preeminenly a shakar- l.l‘uﬁ——;l
whemm:&mg;tgﬂ:mo;me from a tiger down to @

of 'i[jm-gks tracts have Lm‘

g
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North Bhagalpur bordering on the' Teran is admuttedly even

_in India a very sportsman’s paradise, and is probably, or was at all
events, the best nigershooting ground in the world”, The abacrva-
tion still bolds good, as will be seen from what 1 have 1o say in the
panes thate follow.”

This description of Purnea, a paradise tor a shikari, however,
does not hald true now, Most of the jungiles bave now hoeen
eleared. The famous Bhowa and Mohanpur jungles where 30 years
before wild buBaloes roamed about were the last o [all to the axe.
The tall grass Tands have now been reclaied.  Owing o the
vagaries of taintall und climate many of the water lopped  arcas
liave beeome dry and  some have been veclaimed.  Economic
pressurc has been the incentive fr bringing cultivable waste lausls
into reclamations. A liberal grane of gun licenses led to an indisori-

- Tnate gh'u-ﬁ{i'ng which at times almest touched off burchery and
birds are no lonpger atlricted to the remains of the  water bogged
areay.  The big games bave almosl dsappesved ancd thinos have
not been scen i the course of the Tast four or fve decades,
Crocodiles and lizards were so abundant at one  time that many
peaple made a living out of shooting ther. Crocodiles are  very,
3'&@?.{1‘1“.‘\2 mow. It tay be mentioned here thar the Rﬂ_]a_ Bahalur  of
Baraili had shot an animal cross-breeded between a hyacna and a

- lespard, 150 rigers and two rhinos.
{ 1

 Theyeclamation of Kosi river which bas been undertakes
the last knell of shikar in Purnea district. Tt cannot be expected
now that in the ot months beginning with the advent af spring
dilferent types of wild animals from Nepul Tevai would migrate
towards the routh, Tall waving grass and jungle shruhs, on the
banks of the small streams of the Kosi tributaries, menrioned  in
“Purned a Shikar Lond” would no longer harbour wild animals.
Rap Kitgamand Sinha has sightly observed in his book that the
Tiver Kosi with its tributaries plays a very impornt part in
{;wmgthe district of Pumnea the chavacter of a shiber land, Those
who are intevested m knowitig more of Purnea inher davs of
shikar would find interesting reading in Raja Kirtyanand Sinha's
- two books “Turnea a Shikar Lond' (1916) and “Shikar in Hills
and Jungles (1934). ‘There are also two other books one by
-], Shillingford and the other by L. Duff, who was once Subdivi-
momli}ﬁncrmmﬂng interesting fight on the fauna and avifauna
'qf Pumﬁ d:strirl. _I“ Hmil—mm'; dt{ﬂﬁpﬁun of TTmduswan it
occurs: “The population seems in some places o be diminishing
“for the cxtreme timidity and listlessuess of the pedple have in
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somg parts prevented them from being able to repel the eéncroach-
menits of wild beasts™.

J. Inglis (Maori) in Tent Life in Tiger Lands (1802)
nhserves; “TPurnes and North Bhagalpur bordering on the Tera
is admittedly cven in India a very sportsman paracdise, and js
pmlimbl? at was at all events the best tiger shooting ground in the
world". - X

Only oue variery of deer, the hog deer is sill found en  the
banks ot the tributarics of the Kosi, and the north of the districe.
Birpur area used Lo be full of wild life but it has now been cleared
bocause of Kosi project and  has been connected by toadways.
Dozens of motor velicles now pass on these roads which used 'to"():
thick forests belore. Pigs and wild pigs were available all over the
district, Pigsticking was  a [avourite sport of the Fumpean
planters. Even pigs are getting scarce. O'Malley mentions of the
tree jungles, called Kaetahals, where tigers were found in Jarge ©
numbers. Such jungles were near the Kaliaganj Indigm Factory
and alse in diare jungles along the Ganges. In I909 two were
shot at a place, seven miles from the Purnes rown. Man.eaters
were very rate even at the time of (PMalley and they are extinect.
siow.  1Tyacnas have also become raye.  In 1951 & hyaena was
shot in Kishanganj town by the Editor of this Gazetreer, S

Jackal amd foxes are still numerous.  The number of W;*ild
buflaloes had been estimated to be 250 in the distrier by O'Malley. |
‘Lhe Bhawab jungles of Rajy Darbhanga bad a number of them.
With the cearing of Bhaush jungle in the forties  we have seen
the last of wild bullalocs in Purnea district. Hares which  were
found in abundance .on the lugh lands have declined owing to
indiscriminate shooting and cdearing of jungles and bushes.
Porcupmines were very rarely met with when the lust Gazetteer
was compiled. They are not seen now.

Avifauna, -
~ The district had a large variety of binds and the following
classification’can be made of them :—

(#) Game and non-game (wild) birds,

{5y Migratory and non-migratory birds,

(c) Land and water birds.
Game birds.

may be

S8 L s NI

L

4y, The game bisds

ATEIRE
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mﬂ_ﬁh , florican and the leck (1.3554:1- forican) pealowl, scveral
vatim of :quml p;gmn, plover, an¢l others, the matsh partr ldqr\
- are tmmng rare and are e::pc'cted to hecome extinet in course o
next few years. Varieties of bittern are available

S . Water Rivds.

-. ’l’eai and snipe visit the district i the cold season  [rom the
tmm ams, The pnlmn teal, whistling teal, the duck and. the
Spaitte hdi are the varietics of pon-migratory water hirds.  "The

heade duck which was lound a few  years hack is exlaicl

-1. el '::

| The aBmfcmunmnmi game and water birds make their nests
in bushes on the ground. The breeding  of these birds 15 done
’ ‘generally before the rainy season in the flooded areas, but there
chnnm bg: closed season for their breeding, and may  breed
even earlie v st breed in such u manner  soasto make
thlm* mung m;ﬂskbh o iy before the floods.  Mr. Johnson, a
| ?nmm mﬂnl.mned o the Edltm' that he [mmr'l

ny ti':zl hn:ml in olcd m.dnhm .mti t.m’k&.

1 _mlgrm:r} hzrr.l.-s are "aarmv, (rlt:mms.fl]r:
e}, curlew, ortolan, cgrots and storks
o start pouring in the disivict (roin
twoughoat  the  winter: Mr. O Malley
&mﬁsum but demoisclle  crane is abundant,
s arvival in great flocks by trutipeting.  Lhey
The varieties of duck  were mallarl, pinail,
2y duck,  tufted duﬂk, pochard, spotted bl
eal), the bluc wing soipe fantail, jack and
'&ig&m arc bare htadud, wrey, guose bukta
es of pige were htue. rock

| }m Quail did not 0 N
~ond of April ﬂm:lan mi.lﬂﬂ aIter the
mm Wﬂtmab Al
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its beauty among the ancichit Greeks. Lhey were found ot the
low lands and remained lor the whole year in the district. '1Lhese
birds are still seen but not in that proper abundance, -

Another destructive bird s Kolang  {common cane  and
Andrea Grus of Europe). It remained in the diseict throughoyt
the cold season. When heat increases, it retives to breed.  The
above crop-caters attack the felds in the dav time aod harass the
farmers very much who retire froon the ficlds being heavily tived
alter whole night watch of the held against the wild animals, One
peculiar bird is called Galinule which moves anscen in the hields
causing much damage to the crop. The Kalatitiv or black partridge
approaches very near the Fruncolin of Europe. 1'he large partridge
or Litir isan excellent bird for ghe table.  Songks (anasacula) ,

. Dighongs and the Lalmunia (anasterina) are also very exoellent
on the table. Ul ortolan is very delicious on the table and 35 a
passage bird, Tt [attens on the grass seeds, which grow in the hot *
season. and which season is the best for  its game, Lady Liapey
usedd to collect them. Tt approaches very near to Calandre Lack of
Latham. Bochanan has mentioned that the similarity between the
Ortolan (Bagert) and the Calandre Lark is due to the fact  that
‘when the rainy season appeurs a low stragglers might be reacling
Imly and the southern Furope, where it 15 found  rarely. it
there are abundant marks by which the two birds can be  distine |
guished, cheir babits aml their uses being guite  différent and R
thus i 1 improper to consider  them belonging  to the same  *
spevics, Other excellent varcrs are shipe, Horican  and solden
plovers, but remained much neglected Ll the Europeans poured
in the district. Herons ave available in water which are of various
types and the white herons have a Lishy taste. Sparrows, parakeers
aud mainas arc eaten by the lower castes. :

Other Wild Birds.

_Among the other wild birds ate valtares, eagles, kites, hawks,
crows, found all over the district.  Peacocks are found in  the
southern regions. Parvots and muttas migrate from the tenai areas
during the winter. These are not erup-caters and do not  cause
much havin to the cultivators. ' [

, 4 bird enthusiast has given a seript in 1959 od the curcent |
bird life in Purnea. 1t meotions thal jungle quail, Bageri, green
pigeom, different varicties of doves (Indian ring, spotted, ved

tle. rufous turtle and green dove) , Sky Lark, Bush Lark, Ash:

*

b =
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teal) , Ibis, Herons (Whitc and Grey), little Cormorant, Egret,
Savus cranes, Jakona, Large Pied Wagrail, River Lern,  Litdle
Ringed Plover, Sput Ringed Plover, King-tisher, Swallow
different kinds — of ducks (Adiinga, Dighock, Pintail, Surbhah,
Mukhta, Lalshkar Chaita),

5 The shrub, jungles and orclards harbour Kocl, Papiha, King
Crow, Black-headed and golden ariols; Bablers, Bulbul, Indign
trce pie, Wood pecker, Crow Pheasant, |1 lornbills, Nilkantha,
Baya, Barber crimson breasted and green; Cuckoo and Han}mt;.
Nightjars are  sometimes met  in the ropdside Jungles,  he
paradie fiy catcher comes in the rainy scason for nesting.  White
spotted fan tailed fly catcher are also common, Various kintds  of
Mainos ave tound in Ararie and Rishanganj subdivisions: Munigs
of dilferent species are also fouml® Falnrunia 18 commpn in RKashan,
g'mjﬁnhdiﬁuﬂu Fidda s found in southorn portion of the district
sutting on the telegraph wire, Vellow throaréd sparTow and  Fad
are sonie times canght by the profussional bird catcher and  gald
with Bagerics, Large Indian Parakeet and green Parakeet Itictky:
their nest in the holes of bip Simal und Mingo trees, Lu the rainy
season swarms of blossum headed Patakeet and green parakeer are
seen in corn ficlds,

~ Mugpai Robbin and Sun bird  are among  garden nesting
‘ speries. Owls, Owlcts, Vualtures, Eagles are also found.

v . This list may be compared with rhe Hist of hirds recorded
district of Pumea hy various observers inclading

Dr. Francis Buchanan Hamilton (1809-10) and Dr. Jerdon
. Jungle Crow (Corvus macrorhynchos) , House Crow (Carins
Splendens), Treepie (Crypsiring vagabunda), Chestnut-bellied
‘p{x btich: ﬁﬂﬁﬁmw‘mﬁ} Jungle Babbler (Furdoides somer-

! Dabbler (Zimalia piloata) , Red-vented Bul
ensis) . Jerdon's Bushchat (Suxicoln
b {Qenanthe melunoleuca melanoten-
h?ﬂml {Lwﬂ.‘lﬂ ,pectumlis; Pﬂiefﬂ'mfi‘)
{Terpsiphons paradisiy, Blackhended Shiike
color]y Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus  evesta-
(Pericrocotus vosews rosews), Black
ecerus) , Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus) ,
fus  xanthornus), Finsch's Starling
) » Gowmon Myna (Sturmny trastisy,
ilippinus benghalensis), House

. lrom the

: afer benga

'L
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(Motacilla madraspatensisy,  short-toed Lark (Calendrella.
techydactyla) , Purple Sunbird  (Nerfarina eswmfica) , Asiatic
Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus telephonus), Pipiha (Cueulus variug) ,
Pied Crested Cuckon (Calpmalor [acobinus), Koel (Eudynamis
seolopaeens) , Crow-Pheasant  (Cenlrajus .S;:rwnw..l, Large Pq;‘a..
keet (Psittacula enpatrig) , Nilkant or Raller (_Lnrmms hengal-
ensis) , Pled Kinghsher (Lcrﬂr rudis) , Stork-billed  Kinghsher
be:rgapm capensix),  White breasted Kingfisher  (Haleyon
smyrnensis) , Grey Hombill (Tochus birosiris), House Swift
(A pus affinis), Franklin's Nightjar (Lapﬂmuigm affinis) , Grass
Owl (Tyta capensis), Osprey (Pandion haliaetus), Pondicherry
Valture (Torgos caliuy) , White-backed Vulture  (Pseudogyps
Jengalenssy , Pallas's Tishing Fagle (Haliselus  leucoryphus)
Green Pigeon (Teeron phoenicoptera phoenicoptera), Peafowl
(Pavocristata) , Red Jungle Fowl (Gallus al!us) Red Spur
Fowl (Galloperdix spadicea) , Bluc-breaste Quau.l (Coturnix
chinensisy , Grey Quail (Coturnix cofurnix), Black Partri
(anmlmu:s J‘mncu!mt:s] Kyah or Swsz» Partridge  (Franco-
linus gularisy, Grey Partridge (Francolinus pondicerianus) ,
Little Button Quail (Turnix Syloatica), Kora or Watercock
- (Gallicrex cinereay, Purple Moorhen (Parphyrio Parphyrio)
Coot (Fulica atra), Dronze-winged Jacana {(Metopidius indicus) ,
Pheasantailed _]acana (Hydrogh sianus chirurgus), Conpnon
Crane (Grus grus), Sarus Crane (Grus Antigone) , Lesser Floris
can [(Syphoetides indica) , Bengal Florican (Hou&amfms bengu- |
Tengis) , Stone Plover (Buvrkinus oedieonemus), Golden P]t:m:r
(Pluvialis  dominica) , Spur-winged  Plover (Hoplopterus
spinosuy), Yellow-watded Lapwing (Labu;zfum i fmnm}.
Grey hcaded lapwing  (Micrisarcops  cinereus), Black-winged
Stile (Himantopus himentopus), Avocet {Ram; virostre  avoset-

ta), Common Sandpiper (Tiringa h}po!mwn} Redshank

(Tringa totanus) , Fantail Snipe (Gallinage ;aihﬂ age), Little
Cormorant  (Phalacocarax iﬂ’&mm} . White Ibis (Thm-
kiornis wethipica), White necked Stork  (Dissoura  efiis-

cofius) , Adjntant Stork g,ept fdﬁﬂm dubjusy, Lesser Ad xmmt_.

(Leptofilos juvanicus), Anastomis mﬂtm
Heron (drdea pur urm) Pond Ht:mn (Ardeala gray

Heran N;ﬂ:umrax d)dsmfwc) Eypropean Bittern &nmmuf:

mnem) Pink-headed Duck {Rﬁ_’

Tag Gooe {Amrr o). et M@Mm) ot

Iﬁw ‘ ;;imuth Gume ﬁmi
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This list might be usefully auppi'é}ueuted. by reference  to
. the Darbhanga and Monghyr lists in the volumes of the
Gazetteers tor thime districts:

-~ Regarding pame birds the following deseription occurs  in
the bast Distriet Tazetteer of Purnea by O'Malley published  in
lg]fl :— |

“The game birds that breed in the district ave peatowd,
fitlern, both lesser and greater forican, pariridge

lack and maish), cotton teal, whisthing teal,

pink-hicaded duck, button quail, black ibis, sogele

and golden plover, green pigeons, blue fowl and

some waders. Peatowl ave tound m fair numbers 1

the eastern tracts bordering on Malda, and o lew

i the kotehals near the Ganges  diwrar,  while

. bittern [requent the banks of marshes and STRARIPS
to the south of the districe. The lesser florican or
Ik is rave, but is occasionally fushed on grass Jands
to the south. The greater dorican and both vatictivs
of partridge are seen in lnir nusbers; hags of half
a dozen florican und of 15 or 20 brace of partridge .
3 in a day when beating tor other game, ave  nol
S unwstial:  Marsh partridge  keep to  the lower
# country and heavier cover to the east, sourth s

. west, but black partridge prefer Ligh grass fands.
Geese and whistling teal breed in old tanks  and

-3 marshes. Pink-headed ducks are found in the sonth,
but rarely. The black ibis also stays in (e distict,

‘and stray pairs are to he seen in all purts. Besides

the nl:rnav:, the sarus, demoiselle craue, geese (four

arieties), duck and teal (several varieties) . sHipe,

| __ ie spoon bill and  white), curlew, quiail,
& o , plovers, egrees and storks visit the districe
o - 1n the season, These birds start coming in Tate in
| iy A remain. throughout the winter, when
u secn in afl inundated parts of | the

o ol SIS 85 Tave, a few paimy only  being
| ) dempiselle rranes come in great

i @ their arrival by lowd
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shoveller, slmg, etc teal, the blue wing, etc., snipe,

the pintail, fantail, jack and painter; pigeons, a
small variety like the Blue rock and the bigger-
bird; and there are three varietics of curlew, the
blue wing, grev and small grey.  @uail do not
arfive into the district till Decémber, genegally
remaining till the end of April; they are really
plentiful only in one year out of every five. Ortedan
come in after the middle of March: for a couple ol
months or so, and n a good year, Lhﬂluidlldﬁ are to
be seen on hlgh waste lands all over the district.”

Bue tiis deqcnpuuu 15 no longer correct. Many of the species
. mentioned in O'Malley’s description have disappeared.

In the last Distric! Gazettcer of Purnea by O'Malley pub-
lished in 1911 mention has been made of rhmocems, ugars, leo-
pards, buffalocs, hog-deer, antelope, nilgai and wild pigs. Lec-

ards were quite plentiful. Shitaris used to kill tigers in che tevi
E} the following device:—"At two or three poinis near which it
is probable that the tiger will pass, a split bamboo, withall  the
_ knots cut-out, ¥ placed on a st about a foot and half from, the
gtound. To the end directed towards the  tiger’s path a sErnTg
how is attached, the string of which, when bent, is fastened i 2
notch near the other end. In the hollow of the bamboo an arrow
lies, which is made from some hard wood  or old  bhamboo, well

5h1ﬁncncd and poisoned with the juice of a plant, believed o be' |

acomts, A long picce of firm cord is tied to the bowstring near
the notch, and stretched forward across the tger’s path. As he
romes alang, he uspally trips over the cord, thereby dischurging
the arrow, which generally hiss him just bﬂhmd the shoulder.

The wound is often so severe as to be of itself fatal, but if ‘m:ﬂ; ‘

the poison soon ciuses death.  For the protection of wayfan
there i a guard-siring called dharmsuet, e, a cord mtdwﬂ
obliguely across the path at some distance from the bow, Tt iy
dbmrt four fect fmm the ground, so that the Liger can pass under
it but a cew or a man would strike against it.” O"Malley had
t\lummlﬂrhr mentioned that leopards were “still fairly plentiful”,
hogadeer are the only deer now Ieft  in Purnea and mhat cﬁm
nilgai has become very scawe. Pigs were falrly pleatiful  and
buflnloes existed in small uumbers. Mention was also madec a;ﬁ
porcupines, hares, foxes and ]ﬁﬂkﬂlﬁ.

<
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are found. OMalley mentions of Buari, Miba, Tengra, Bacha,
Mui, Kanchatti, Naini, Kotla and Kalhan, -"nmnng these the 1ost
popular and plentifully found are Hilw, Rohu, Katla aud Back-
wa, Rohw is the most deliciows of them, Varieties like Bhetki and
Mullets have been considered as sca-fish by  Duchanan. Hiba,
Bliethi and Mullaly are found in the Ganga during  the  rainy
season. Mirka, Kalabasa, Chutull and Phullie, several yarictics of
r:arp and pﬂ;e arc mentionsd 1o be found by Buchanan. These
arc not very delicious and are not eaten by rich people. Bachwa
Tuns up to two pounds in weight and  takes a high Hly, Kabai is
anpther ﬂj?‘ing fish and is found mostly in pond: amd tanks, Some
tanh and ponds are owned by big mamindars where fishes  are
reserved and grow to a larger size weighing up to 20 pounds,
ere arve other smaller vavieties like Chifwa, Darwa and  other
(ﬁbﬁsh. fa.m.tly as Sawuri, Gurai, etc., which are eaten mostly by
‘poor people. Puttiea lubsters were once famous. Magtr 15 another
el -lish Jnul:ftl prized by the penple. Purnea hwd 3 great  pame

fhfthz fish Teshurees much of which has been cxhausted b". in-

riminate catch and export.  Somc peculiar varieties like very
ey &nngm' tish which Tooks like a monster is only availabile in
this district in Bibar, They arc relished by Muhamnadaos  and |
‘some particular caste-men. Any of them would weigh more than

‘4 maund and the mouih has got very sharp ser of teeth, These
ﬁah thrive on dead bodies and refuse matters, '
i

~ Fishery in the distriel was very much ﬂcglecred The wliﬂ.'le'
fish industry is, more or less, in the hands of the ignotant  and
poor fisliermen who have no capital, no proper tmining and  no
improved implements and carry on the same indigenous  methad
. oof ﬁshimg

Their one ides is to catch fish regardless it rheir stove is
good or exhaustecd, without any dea of preserving them and
iniproving their lm‘:ﬁl. Another hﬂm‘ for  the dotcriaration il
the fish i3 the water hyacinth known as Purple terrop. There is
A VETY large deand lum]l} tor fish but a considerabic export s

maﬂemrrdny

llmﬂ‘f be mentioned here that there does not appear to have
beafany detailed study of fish and fisheries of Purnea  district

wince Dy, F. Buchanan made a study during his engagement {rom
mm i, 1818 for making a minue investigatinn into the history
pmmd present, as well as the natural resources of the district
hien under the Govermmnent of Bengal, Buchanan's  script was
pﬂ-’[&h&ﬁmﬂ with an intradactory note by burgakun-\!a}ur Francis

-
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Day, Inspector General of Fisheries in India who had edited it
This was published as Volume XX of the Statistical Accounr of-
Bengal by W. W. Hunter. This want of a study s unfortumaie
hecause in the meanwhile we have probably lost a large number
of species of fish that Buchanan found in Purech district. Az a
matter of fact, Buchanan has mentioned 134 varieties of fish in
Purnca district. Some of the Tndian names that he has mentioned
do not appear to be current any longer or may have undergane
changes in the nomenclature.

Buchanan mentions that some fish usedd o be dried in order
i be exported to the mountaineers and among the people of the
diztrict; this sort of dried fish was not in request. On myvestigation
o was found that the export of tiried fish has totally stopped and
practically no fish is dried now. Bochanan had further menvioned
that the Kochs used to prepare balls called Sidal, by pounding
the fish with vegetables. This also seemns to have almost died oul.

Regarding the Gshermen Buchanan thounght they were  very
skilful in catching fish, and chiefly procurc them in ditches by
making little banks across und throwing out the water, He men-
tions: “The fishermen, so far as T saw, have nonc of the com-
plicated machines used in Dinajpur and Rangpur, and a gregt
many have neither nets nor boats, but in place of the former, use
screens made of rceds, and never go to fish except in shallow -
water, There are none ol the Ganrars, or people who fish with the
hidrpoon; but some of the lower tribes of lishermen  occasionally
usc a spear. Many of the natives fish with the rod for amusement.
The md and tackle are excesdingly coarse, and not at all fitted
for showing dexterity in their use. 'The [isher never uses an arnifi-
cial fly, nor does he drag his bail, 1t is suchuded by a Hoat, and
he sits with the ntmaost patience, vntil 3 hsh bites. He then drags
oul his prey by mere force, and, if it be small,  makes 1t fy over
his head, like our European bovs catching winnows.”

Buchanan went to the length of caleulating the munber  of,
fishermen in®the district which was estimated  ar about 14,000

fishermen and mauny of them were boatinen, and only fish  when

they cannot procute a voyage. He mentions: “Tt i probable, how-
cver, that cach man, on an average, may catch lish to the value ol
enghreen Tupees a year, They probably give at Ieast to the  valuc
of onethird of the fish to the agents of the Jandlords. Some fish is
exporied, A lirtle of thix is dried, and & sent to Bhutan or Nepal,
but by far the greater part is sent o Murshidabad, without  any
care faken o preserve it, [arther than by using a quick conveyance.
The kinds sent are chicfly the Rohu, Mrigal, and Chital,”
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It is ingeresting to read in Buchanan’s Memoirs that “In che
+. cold season some boats, of from 100 1o 200 maunds burchen, are
half filled with water, and great quantities  of ssall fish are pur
inte them, and sent living to Caleutta, The fish are so thuck  that
they are just kepywet, but the water is [requently renewed.  The
kinds are the Smgi, Muuri, and Kabei, all small fishes very
tenacious of life, and in much request with the natives, as
supposed Lo possess restoralive powers’,

It may be mentioned that in place of fish being exported  in
boats half filled with water, it is now exported in ice-packed boxes
‘ to various destinations,

Crocpdiles.

~ Lheve are two varictics ol it, the long nosed fish eating s
called the Garial and the man-cating large  sized is  called the
Magur. The Garial is loud mostly in fast Tunning water channels
' and rivers such as Kosi, Panar, Parwan, Malananda and  Kankai,
;IlheM miil}mllﬁdm 1.;;; abovementioned rivers as well in the
uggiah gists and slow rivers like the Towratl. Both the vartieties lav
“mﬁbﬂlﬂi mumhering about 20, The [emale one buries these
epps an sand to be hatched out by the hear of the sun. Mr.
Malley nated that cattle and ponies and even unwarry  prople
led off by these Magurs.  They were shot in a large
nbey by tocal spartsian and in te decade from 1930 to 1944
e was & big hl!mﬁﬂ mcrocodile skin from Bornen,
: ui’?ﬂ%ﬂﬁm d%ﬁﬂg lor husincss has hmug_h[ in a ‘S'El'}'
perceptible decline in the number of crocodiles in the distriet,
‘ Dnsecis,

nsects in Pumea district are pleatiful and of seyeral

The ballsolling scarab or the Bhunsrah is & vers intercs:
R g ke B R BRI Ceieale ek B S e T L T T S S S ri mltmsun
tle to wateh.  While busy rolling his ball of mud, in whicl :hg

)

GE3, ey Mpmimitanm 2 o 1oll the ball
tlieir rear legs while they walk backwards.
P i -mir'l e V_.I‘._‘
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. Crickets and grasshoppers are very  great noisc makeys.  1F
one histens to their noise which they make in the evening, one  is

'k apt to notice that there is a dehinite Telation  between
: thewr performance and the remperature. 1 it is a hot evenming these
| little musiciabs of nature will be more nosy while'in a cold  apd
P dull evening their excursion is much slower. The soalled  chivp-

| ing of these insects results from  rubbing wgether of  the wing
covers and has nothing to do with legs. |
Flies. .

Among the family of flics are the bees (honey), ordinary,
house flies and other singing varietics of fies which annoy  cattle
very much,  The ordinary flies are vegurded as pestilential onea-
tures. ‘They are pollutors of food, carriers of inlections aml a
standing menace to the health of men and animals. !

Bees. -

The bees are well termed the busy bees. Froit growers  and
gardeners owe much to these busy bees: Tees carry the pollen fram
one fower o another, The supply of wax and honey to mankind
is a very great product thar they make. Two varieties of hopev
bees are available in the district. The best known is the dak
Lrown bee. 'The other s a small vartety. 2 lirtle bigger than the
honse fly, but very similar to the latter. This bee nsnally has s
hive in holes of frecs or mad walls, The honey produced by this
bge imconsidered by some people to be supevior in favour m the -
honey produced by the larger variety.

Cramling Fnsects.

C{tntij:g’.rlm {Gozurs) amd Gangonrs ave the usual varieties of
the crawhng insccrs, found in the districe. Centjpedes are
poisonons nscets and canse swelling when they créep on human

| body. These are found mostly at damp and direy places. Their

| colonr is ved and a centipede i said o lave hundreds of legs.

The Gangoear is another variety of crawling wsects and is foung

wostly at damp and muddy places. It breeds in thousands, and,

' has hundred® of legs, Tts cofour i5 also red, but it is not poisonons
like the contipedes. It is a very timid creature and when touched
tolls 1 the size of a upee.  Both centipedes and Gangoars ire
from an inch w four inches long,

Scorpions are also seen in the diserier particalarly in dan

L3
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white ant and the areen Large sieed ants. The red and blac_;l; tree
ants live mostly on 82l and mango trees.  The white ants destroy

most of the ordinary timber trees except teak, and attack the roots

of living plints, These anes make tumnels and galleries in - home

steads and ficlds 4nd thios-do a preat damagd to the crop, There s

# local Lieliel among the folk people that when ants come oul in a l
chain, they announce the rain. The author las himsell EXPETI-
mented the truth in this saying,

defiitley,
Lhere are several varieties of snakes, both poisonous and non-
polsonous. Aaiong the punsonioys snakes the Cobra is well known

ﬂnﬂ is ﬂ::"ﬂ. ﬂu uveT thE district. The water Cobra, which the [olk :
peaple eall as ‘Panial Deraj’ is mote poisonous than the € oy
i) reaches the length of eight fett and more. The Earait or black
Cobra is tonnd all over the district, but mostly in the  moisoon
forests. ‘This is the maost poisonous snake. Another varicty of
Karait (Bahira) is said to he nou-poisonous, It is brown in colour
2 hias yellow bands down iis body and is very slow and sluggish,
TLF Russel viper is also seen, It isa venomons snake, but its
posson takes a long time w affect. Pythons  are also seen and

> ﬂfm)ﬂ'rinluhn in well-wioded HLEANED grewes, somic of them being
t o ety long, it the average length being 512 fect |

Lizards,
Gaa be seeu very commonly on the walls of tie houses, There

are two varieties of it—the Ignana and the Monitor Lizard. The

. Jguapa was fpitly comman in the districy, 61l it vwas discovered

| *hat their skins had a narket valne, For some tine there sys it

‘Brisk trace in liznd skin and (hey ite now scarve. One was shor by

« Buchanan and was 6'6" long and the skin had been kept in

a Museurn. Jus colour was dark brown and its head was just

¢ house Lizard. The long tailed garden lizard is very comuion

i u.:.'m SEECH, A0l 13 Very weefiil for the pardens as it feeds on
- smsall dnsects which causk harns 1o the plants and Howers.

ﬂ;i; made up of n‘&’v shruh'&
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and Mrs. Smith were of great help in organising socials when the
Houston expedition came to Purnea in 15333 and for the first time

Hew over Nepal in planes.®

Apother well known family the remmauts  of which are still
continuing to Purnea is that ‘of the Shillingfords. The three

ariginal Shilfingfords were Joseph, George and  Fred and they
were all great sportsmen,  Joseph died in 1884, Fred in 1907 at

Br:ghmn.

Two brothers George Palmer and Charles Palner came 1o
Purniea near abont 1811, They were related to the  John Palniers
of Calcutea. George Paler died in 1840. “Charles Palmer had
married Bepum Reazoon Nissa, a Moluunmadan  lady whe had
been converted into Chrstisnity. She was also the 8 annas~
| proprictot of Pergana Sivipote with Babu Pratap Singh. Reazcon
| Nissa died in 1870 and Charles Palmer in 1873, They had one
- twdaughter Marian, who married Willian Pringle Downing. Marian
Palrmer I}r:wmng c-leceased her father Charles Palmer. Charles
Palidr left his property, which was left vo him by his wile Reavoon
Nissa, to his grand children and children of Marian Palmer
Downing.  Marian Paliter Downing had narried G. 5. Haves,
The original Palmer estate was divided between the Downings
and the Haves in" 1874 aned came 1o be known  as  the Dﬂ!\l]!ﬁi{
Fstate and Ilayes Estate, Mr. Marian Haves died in 1917 and ¢, §

Ha}fcs in 1924, \

Another Family the Caoes were related to the Shillingfords by
marriage.  Henry Gaoe who died in Purnea in 1886 was the
proprietor of Gondwarrah indigo concern which was  ultimarely
owned by the Maharaja of Darbhanga. The ancestors of the
Juhnson family were J. C. ]nhnsuu EW. Johnson who awmed
at one time three indigo concerns in the district.

'I'herc was a Crow family wheo were related to the Dow s
by marriage . The last of the Crow family in Purnea was ¥ Y.
« Crow, ‘who ﬂteelat Sursec in November, 1943

The Forbes owned the Snlmnpore Estate in Forbesﬂnn]
nwh:ch is named after the iamny. were big lundlords and indigo
METS. A‘ H. Forbes a barrister but doesnmappca ™
practised, He was tﬁehﬂdtﬁe Eﬂmi.ly out in Tndia, He

: '.W rought am! buried in Pupnea in

'y '.-'
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1952%. I'here were numerous other familics of Furopean settlers
who settled in Purnca both as indigo planters and private gentle-
mcn or officials.

The Indigo plantess had their Doctor David Picachy, a good
old Medico who was almost always on his trap and Lemse. D,
Picachy was also looking after all the emplovees of the planters. In
«the carly days of the European planters there werve a lew Mission
Hospitals one af which was at Kanki which has now gone to West
Dingjpur.  The Majlispore Mission at hanki ran their own
schools and hospitals,

J It may be mnentioned that Korah is still known as “Gena-Ban™
L because a rhinoceras was shot there.  This has been referred to
before. Asnother report is that M. A, G. M. Wodschow, Manager
. of the Korah Indigo Concern had shot a rhinoceros. It may also
2, . be possible thar two animals had been shot.

The Indigo planters did a lot in improving the town of

¢  Purnca. A big race course was established in the area in front of
the present Girls' School and behind the residence of My - Wiliiam,

The regular race meets were so popular that race orses and

' jockeys would come from Calcutta to take part in these race mgets,
The planters had their own house boats. Defore the ra:lways"
were established indigo used to be sent down o Calcutta by river.

Relerenee has already  been made 1o the shikar that the
pl.mum used to indulge, It is on record that Allan Johnson |
W. R.P. Downing who is still a resident of Purnea once shot a
ﬁfqtmg alligator which measured 26'-9" from tip to tip and
m;amm:l the girth. When the much distended belly Was® ?
open an undigested body of a boy was found. 'The eutire |
trpubl ¢ ol the boy in two portions were recovered and froma
: ring on his big toe was identified to be an Erwari of the |
S | ~ Awho had been missing sinice a few days back. Mr. Bt)wmng 1
- RW that i many of the alligators they had found stones in the
| T W (he species.  He has also experimented  onriding  a
5 9 & =through alligator infested streams to experiment the tuth |
o i!ﬂﬁ‘l uwritten luw between alligators and water buffaloes, tlat &
= omEANNg ot attack or molese the other.

Emmﬁu.\u OF 193~:L

The great Bihar Earthquake of J
Iﬁnﬂmarkmthe hmur ui?hcdl ‘ Al |
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roads, buildings, railway tracks, bridges and culvers were net
inconsiderable, It is trne that Purnea district  escaped  lightly
in comparison to the other Bihar districes like Mnmﬂ‘arpul: : and
Champaran and this was probably due to the sandy composition of
the soik Nevertheless, a large number of private and puoblic
buildings were damaged in all the urban arcas. Gratuitous
veliel, house Building, sand clearance and agricultural loans had
to he distributed.  The widely spread cracks and f[ssures en the
roails and enlverts had thrown the communications out of gear Tor
a comsiderable time., The administrative authorities, however,
tackled the situation quickly and tactfully, Ollicers were
deputed to assess the dammges. As the houses in the villages
were mostly light structures of jutereeds and thatch, the damage
to them was not so severe,  Agricullural economy was consi
derably upset as a lavge volunte of sand and sulphuric ¢lods had
been throwo out and had to be cleared. One interesting
feature of the Earthquake of 1934 was that the wells both in the
rural and urban areas were choked and had o be cleared. The
incidence of health in Purnea diswict is said to have definiely
mnpraved after the Earthquake of 1954 and the older genevition
people assert that the water of Purnea district and the potabilicy
of water had definitely improved,

| . Kisan Sanna MoveEmeny,
| Kisan Sabha Moyenent which had been responsible for an
| ' acute agitation in Purmea district in the third decade in this
century and figured prominently lor abonut 20 years hag%its 77
oin the very agricultural econiomy and the previeus struce
rmanent laullordism in this State. From time o u
eaders have tricd to agitate for 2 better deal for th
(hians) . The inherent defects in a penmanent  sctt
> gryangement becane all the more acute in Purnea
M bewtuse of a large number of absentee Landlovds and be
Jo number of the zamindars lele the administration of the
A dari absolutely in the hands of their Amlas  (employees
referenice to the old revenue records of Purnea prior PES
ﬁ? abolition of zamindan will show that @ Large nomber of el -
< Jandlords in Purnea district came from undivided Bengar and
“ 7 ather provinees and most of thew paid very wmre visits to their
Tmindare. Rich families of hiilfﬂﬂﬂd shidabad, Dacca, Calcutta and
which ier places owu_-_ed larg: shices of zamindari in  this districr,
planters: hurapur Zamindari Company, some of the lagore families

v
o
}l
E
o |

anters who had gone away ahroad had
ottions of the disuict. They  were 4
eir Amlas and it is a well-known fact
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