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mannd of earth which bind been raised in the reign of his father,
This mound still exists. It was enclosed by ramparts or small
varthen walls, within which a moeadie wos buile for god Hard, and
tlse place soon prew ioko osmall town.  Damesdorpor hos now Jose
its days, aoed has an abandoncd ook,  The sheladifs of thiz dbiim
wres tlie Medbis of Bykunthapor, whese aneestor was adiseiple of
| Fnmadar,

Hinee the diversion of the Toersn i ].ﬁl,][!, e r='|.'|_~'r' bins been
Elqm'il:lg h_r the =path=waost of the adlan, o considernlibe ||-cr:rli|.1|| o’
wliizh hos already been eut nwey, . The river may ony day engulf
what mow remins of the o=k |'4,'$Til:|;_', |ﬂ:lﬁ_' of the renowned

{ Beishnovn proacher,

Fannn of bargs
Yrbbitkea

Wilil heasta
gl'lrnw'ullj:
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[ e nil
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CHAFTER YVII.
NATURAL PRODUCTIONS.
SECTION, [

Fauna.

The Fauna of Cooch Bebar is large, and almost all thie animals
foomd i Laower |:5|.'r|£_:_:|.t can be met with here.  The brds ars YOIV
numerons aid are of a0 large varicty.  Sibunted as the cmmtrr'i_a
almost at the foot of the Himoloyes, it = ooturally expected to be
the abode of the wild bensts.  And eo in Tact it was formerly.
Larieclenrances bave been going on of late, not only in this sountry
bt wlso in the western Doars which sitretely from its nortlern
hopders o the DBhutan Hills, and the shelier neceasney for the
grawth of wild amimals 15 fast d[h”m:lrillp Tlsese nnimals s
{lerefore moving bigher up the ecountry.  Formerly the ravages
from the wilil beasts’ were vary groat, espeoaily near the northern
borders, whers many u tiger anl rhino have boen shot: by His
Highness and the Deputy Commissioners. Wikl game has now
becne almost senree, and the Malsrag hios te Lold his angund
ghoot in the Duars. Tt was chiefly owing to this reason that two
farge fravts i the north of ]'ui‘g:l.l'l.:lﬁ Cooch Belar and Tufnngunj.
which contmined good  jungle, biancl ]:Iul!l:l_l.r io be constituted into
Keserye Forestz for the preseevation of the Lig mames for the
shoot of His Highmiss, who is famoeus for bis love of sport and is
n st rola shiok.,

Among the big games may be mentioned rhinoeeros, tiger,
'|-|'|_|!'-|||'|.|, wild bhaffale and black-Teae. ']'IL-PJ.' Wi B0 infest the
cunniry el |'n'l.E:l.h:|4|||1.-.'::|.I ]'llll-l!]'|:lu:|ri.I Gunrd Hat and Mahis-
Khuchi ; and, although owing to the spresd of cultivation and
human habitation in these tracts, the bigoer games hava now Le=
comme rare, Jeopurds and black-hears are still to be found in thess
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parts in Inrge numberz.  The Wack=benr inhnkats the ont=hill by
dippring caves, nnd is very ferovions when bongry. The lesparid
which is called by the peeple fabrd, from the 2ound it makes, is a
very wily and andacious animal, amd comes ont of its bnir in the
bush and loiters about bamlets and villages in the night. It some
times enters the villager's cowshed, and deeamps with such prey as
it enn seize,  The noative shifesi some times makes the cnge=trap
even an o part of liis eatile shad @ bt more often i iz =reetod
noar-n jungle, whers, 1||'-|':l.'|:'.'|'lj iy ihe bieating of the sherp and
mistaking the Tambao striactues for a0 fold, 8 stealthily croeps in,
and az surely beeomes a przoner to e kallad i the momming. 16
alsn does havoe nmong the village doge. The leopards are anmunily
ghot or caged in large nombers, The Bitate gives o rewnwd of
Ra. 10 for each beast Killed, the rate for tigors being Tha, 200 per
Fiespuad.

Wild pigs are numerous in the jungly iracts, whers they are
w sort of pest to the enltivator’s erops,  They live in grass jongle
im envities and sirew grass over the mouil of {the same o concen|
their existence.  They atiack men iT Toond i tlisir wir, in the
morning and evoning, and are dreaded by the peopls miore than
nny other wild aninnl.

The desr is equally harmful to the peasants” crops.  Tliree
different species of deer are generally found in the state,—the
antelope, hara-khateya or spatted dear, amd bhategs or bog=decr,  The
Lriglog sde o Lilock deer 5 also sometimes st witls ;3 bt it dioes
nob seem to be strictly indigenous to tha conutry,  The natives Lill
the deer in this way :—

They have got strong cordnets with meshes alont 6 inches
either way, some 8 feet in breadth, and about a thowsamd in
length, When the decr is to le notted the whole village tuens ot
with their neta and spears and long stont bambos-clube, and
surround the pateh of jongle where the animal is suspected (o bo on
thiree sides, the Fourth side Tsineg ]'I.l""t'll'. (W ETS The ends af e pots
are strongly tied to trees or-poles firmly deiven inte the aarth, and
the nets are spread out smd fixed ke walls with loose banils
atays.  They then commence beating the jungle, anid sometimes sef
five to it, at the open side.  Thus driven the animal mshes forward
ml:L in Qs albeanpk o esoap, elaalioa ug:lill-l this neEltinges and
e nngres b cdisld e tl Frnnmrbusiz,- = = 1o Licing thie net clear upon
ita hemid., Tt now strogicies hard, anil, inies Feaniie effirks {o Lireak
hoze the cords, is only the mare |.-|:|I:|._|.|g'||::-|i- The shikerics now
come up and kill the animel with spears and fethies. Wild pigs
sre also netted in this woy. In foct deer mnd pige are sometimes
eanght together from the same bm=h,  Itis nod, bowever, very ofters
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that this stlempt iz snecessfal ; cometimes the animal spies the
nets from a distance, and with a mighty boowd sdeers olear of the
wit, sk escapes ti another bnsh iu sy, The people (Rajvansis)
partale of the meat, both of deer and pig, and eat it fried.  The
skin and antlors are presepved, ot there is po teaffic in them.
They are net zold, and enn only be Lad For a faksds

.ﬁi-:l:l‘:k-&ll.r.- are Tonmd in Barmkodali in Pargana Tuhmg[mi_
Thr-_'l.' e alri=tailed creatires, viry wily, ‘medd uip 0 prst -t ve -
tubles of every deseription.  The andmals are, however, considered
sacrsd, nod no body wonld ever think of killing them.

Foxes and juckals are pumeerous.  The fovmer live in holes on
d'r:r:l.ur.': Br |!|i|;|: Liviel= alndrin g sl ']'Eu"l,' ari gruat thinves of tha
lur““'rl." lﬂ”llr.r}' III.'I-| _l"““".dl-: .'cllt'u"'ll-

Hares, hath grey and white, are found, They wre called
by the people shasle whieh ia valvin eorrupted form of the San=
Erit afnalieke, They are conghiiio traps aod offered for sale.  The
fezh of the hare is relisled by s peopla.

Fililiesh o tigoer-cif; and wild eat alzo kill birds Tl ment
on the other lind dises hawvae to frnodis, 11:5-|I|Z'E'I:|l|y fuitire anil rilm-
plantain.

O the other wild gnimods the chiol are the porenpine, otter,
upOIgonEe, mon s, ral, irvalie, find the comon bt The obbee i3 nob
sl in I'Lal_'|j|:|£!l oz in e Boatheen Disteiets of Lowear Hﬁ:hg‘.‘i],

Of the reptiled, snnkes of difforont kinds are found  in the
State. The epecics of poisonons snakes is, however, rare. The
Furbons cobrn, brewn sl back, though sometimes ol with, is
oot comeaon,  Death Ffrom snake-lite i3 oot albas VETY  D0me
mon, The nnmbor of cnses reported o the Police salions during
the lmet decadis came up to ahaut $1 onown gverige Svery. year.

§rrocatl e mre conimandy Pommed At thg Tivers, iﬂsl’.iﬂg in
the san an the esmis.  They are very-shy, ‘and itis haed to ap=
-Fma._-;h Paem. At tho feintest noase tey ok -almem; anmd, ru?d1inE
ovep the samds with preat speed, plunge into the water nevor to
rige dgain in good balf an howre Booetioes they onn e seen
Honting pust with the eurvent, when they lool more like driftwood
than o living thing.  The man-eater with o spoot on the head, is
not ta be et with do the Cooch. Beline vivers,  The species ngwn
aE ghareal with fong jows, viliigh anbsista L fish, 1= VELY G-
T

Fosirp, Lzord, anfune and Bablash or chameloon nre very com-
mon. Lizards of two ldnds, amall sod large, are geaerally mat
with,

Frogs of three varietiesnre wsoally fonml,  Thesmall ereatures
of n dirty lrown complexion are very nemerous duriog the rains.
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This ki bemz or wﬂm-r frog, -.-mg__‘!unl_: full Imll i [.umu.'ul :u:rl W,
frequents the skirts of beels nnd posls of water, and mokes a rom-
bling, gurgiing noise, It goes on ereaking of the aight of rain-
elouds, and is very noisy on o rainy doy, [t instinet tells it when
it will raim, amd its oresking prognostienfes coming shower,  O0
eourse this happens ooly doring the riny senson. Two  soall
ponches, dark Lloe in colonr, come out one onench side of its thront
ot every sound whenever it creaks. The fatbate-leng with long
ligs lives under ground, or in aoclelt nmier o weight, I lms o
fAattened shape and spiteful Rook, anil i= considered ominous by
ihe penple.

Bivds.—0Of the binds af prey the vallures, kites, foegie or
Eil"llll."n'-. aml ﬂ'.l\-I'l'_fr o hawk-. are the chiel,  Two kinds of vultures nre Wizl ol e
et \I‘iu“—-t.hl'- siedunt or thi |||'|:|.ir1:|rl1' vitl e, nnd  the Iq_.l.l'."r.i'nl:la:.'u',
wihich hiaz twas [1|[:||:F_1.' |H,|-|||..-]||-.\ ||:||1:|l=rling dawn From 1tz neek. Thira
are three distinct specied of kites—the ordinaey kite, the shanbbo-
ehit cor white-bressted kite, ood the pape—rlil or the fizhing kite,
which last is smller in size than the other two species,

The prineipal of the big mame-hirds are deshantars, bedmo and .Izltii.'fi:‘_"""
wildl peese. A'L!lhuugh not as big as the vulture, the deghantant or
Fareign biird i= o lmn.-n bird with hiack '|'|-HI|J':-.| Ell:;.l; il pale white
body and neck, and Jullg leis,  The fesk ig toneh, bot ttherwizo
mm:ll:'l. cating, The fxdvea is the Indinn crane, These apo fonnd in
low prddy fields during the rajns, and alse afier the harvest has
been gothered. . They alag Frequent the marcsly lond=  The snow-
white wilidl peese nre meb with in Jorpe flock: on the chars of
the big rivers, especinlly in the upper section of the Jaldhaka or
Mansai.

I::ll.' Iltl.-.j-:rhn.l[-ur g‘ﬂum—lliniu ]14::-['w.'|.'|. wiH ﬂw-]-;, 1e$||_| 1-.'EI|J i'::.wL F_:u_'h.-l. gama
rend and blek partridges, quuil, snipe, golden plover, pigean, dove, M
harital nnd #itie wre the chief. Peacocks are found in lorgs unm-
bers in the jungles. Tt flech is tomgh butis mucl liked by the
Meches amd the Gares. They wee very sy, amd it i= difficolt to
come within range with themy  Thev pass the day in the thickeis,
it E\ll T prom the broe 0 I!Iu__'hl The hest time for I-I||:|1:-|J1|.g
them i iz | : litthe before dawn, amd ngnin alter sun-set,

The :l:l'l.g‘:l:llg-1:llrr]!t are the canekon, Falfad, afaeyol and the b Ringing hinds.
kmtha=tus brds.  Trgwa o perakeots, selil, po-shalil, aerngahalil
and ram-shalik, which have ordinarily » harsh note, may bo oliseed

among the tolking hirds. When taught they can spenk pretty
well.

The crow, raven, fage, owl, night-owl, diedun, Bhanjaon, halde-
pokfe, oharek or shylark, chador, wood=pecker, king-fisher, fafiur,
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sparrow, sarig and faadSwith the binds mentioned above almost
exhaust the Eeathery kingdom of Cooch Belnr. The Hhenjan is
considerad sacred by the Hindns, The black spot on its white
hreast iz regarded as smblematic of the salgpraa idol, and its sight
is ragarded to be very propitious For o journey il the hird happens
to g !|.‘||:|.'i|:f1|I toveards o ]-url:i-:':nhlr direction ab the thme, Ulisie is
| o very old eustom in the roling family of Cooch Behar of secing
| the khanjan on the morning of the Vijaya-Ihsami doy, The

[ Jaten coremony is hield in Front of the Palace when the Doar-Boxi

goets on the Pet elephant, and, taking a bind in his hand, rests it for
a moment on a lotus leaf spread on the bead of the eltephant,
and then releases i The sprotators hnve o momentary view of it
ns it dartzaway, The former Maharajas used to be present at the
ceremouny : now only the Majgans and the Iindu officers of the
State attend it. A= the bird is not pasily canght, thers is n man
who lins to supply it on the Dasami day. He Tialds a jrigir for
ihis service.

Wormas e Fasivits—The cominon hes, same of which have
e-:hi.l:lil!lg bysilies el wil:lg.-l, nnel Llbeedlies of varions sk, the Iu'.‘-l.'-.,.
hornet, wusp, beetle, ericket, pross-hoppers and loensts are largely
miet with,  Bpiderz of different =izes areolzo conimon.  The Gre-
flies o1 glow-worms ara very numerons, and on o dark night the
huzhes and thickets become simply allaze with these shining
insects.  The common gnat is not rars, and is oot less trouble-
RO than in the Sauthern Disteicts of EEHH&I. The anish ar Hie
]nrg{r gl 1= met with in the jllng]:,' Eracls, mmd 2o severe is its E“I‘.Ig'
that the inflammation becomes really painful, and does not suhside
for doys together. The swya, fickla and ehella become very
troutdesome during the lot and rainy seasons.  The red kelled s
vory ]u,rge liere ; worms even seven or |'i.E'].1L inches !lmi_: and frro=
portionally thick arenot rare. A smaller species, about an inch
long and of a dull brown colonr, which moves in packs like the ant,
is very common. The lomions bichka is another speices, and it
clowe like the fire-fly. Aunts of different sorts ave largely met with.
The |_:|_|'g-|: ants are called dof and mefely or Patl-pipra ; tlie foemer 1%
larger in size, bot bite of the latter is more painful.  OF the smaller
ants two different species are found, namely, red and bleck,  The
red unts Lite, but the black ants do not.  White ants are almost a
pest here,  In the jungly tracts, amongst reeds and long grasses,
ant-hills sometimes eight or ten feet high are to be foond,  The
white ant iz a favourite food with the bear which generally lives
in the hill by digging a cave in it. The bug is a5 much o noisance
pa it eonld be. Leeches, both large and small, called mashe and
ehliinam, rogpeetivel v, are med with, Bl oysier shiells and snails
of different sizes and vorieties are fonnd in {le marhies. . The JSugis
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prepure lime by burning the shells which is used by the peaple ’-"-’il]l
P and betel-nut,  BEartl-worms and worms of some other kinds
wrz very common.  Silk-worm grows wild, and i3 porored for
andi=sille, Lt foads on castered] and mabar Taves.

Fishes,—Fishies are: numeromws in the rivers amd Seels of (ooch g;:ﬂl ILI|IJ|-1H
Hehar, and loege varieties are mot with. The people excesdingly okt
love fishi which is eaten both fresh and deied. The dried [als is
ealled swida, wnid lms beon nick-nomed  prdwae festhe or sandnl
wood, by the people of Lower Bengnl, from its very offensive
gmell, It is ponemlly imported from places nenr the Brahmapurra,
where the drying provess is carried on on o very extensive seale.

Men of almost every casto, with tie exception of the Brulmins,
eafteh fish for their own consnmption,  The fishing ensies are, how= Fishing castes
aver, the Julties or Machoyas, Sibarics, Bujaris, Toynres nnd Garos,

Itod fizhing is very common, especinlly during the rains. e rple
The other ﬁs!ping inatraments are the l_.l-llu‘:'l.-!ﬂ-, _|I'MI:IIII'., s, afarn, sl L
ranulicr, all mde of bumbos.  The commonest mode of uut:_'hin_g
flab in feels awd palus, iy '|:l_v 4=|1‘:|.'Ii||_g ol migim: 'l___rvl,rhig '||_'|.' ths
name fon,  Loodo this, oo embankment i3 theown peross & rela, or The Jas
the narrowest part of tha el throngh which the water generally
flows out, leaving a smull opening i the middle about four er five
fuot wide, for the passage of the water, A pata, whiclh may be
likened to an immense sieve, made of bamboo finely split and woven
with rope, s then spread against the current, touching the water at
the gap in the embankment, the other ond being kept = little higls.
The B[R between this contrivance and the bottom of the nals is ot
tha same time elozed t]lrullgh the waler with o second patass an bo
bar the progress of the fish.  Now, as the fish comes with the cnr-
rent and finds an ebstruction in the pafa across the male, it leaps
up and falls on the sieve spread in front of it and is at ence caught
by the men whoe lie in waiting, In this way the engine works
aufomatically, aml large numbers of fish are conght every day.
As a rule net i3 used by the professional fishenmen,  But they have
no large nets, like the beal innse in the Padmn and the Brahma-
puira, and netting iz not always very sucessful,  The art of fish-
ing cannot be said to lve much advanced in this country,

T :_:||.I:|::'|:5:||g the #fish fish, the fzbermen often ereot what ia
collod 7 in & ronning stream. Long bamboo ]]DIE‘_‘- with their Juil
beads split in twe are deiven into the bed of the river in o E.:i'ﬁg!a
row from either lank, and an open space is left in the middle where
anot is gpread,  The bamboos are placed 8 or 10 feet npart and
dor 4 foct of them remain ool of water, They are continnally
shaken by the force of the ourrent, and their parted heads go on
sriking each other, and thus serve to give: o continnal olarm fo tlis
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