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trauss says that in spite of the lessons na
ture can teach the youth, there is currently 
a major absence in the public school cur
riculum I behave through environmental 
education we can create pos1t1ve change 

to improve the future of the youth ." he says 
Strauss can account for his belief with the 

testaments of young adults who v1s1ted him on his 
farm. "Nature has its ways of changing a teenagers 
attitude and perspective on hie." He explains further 
that environmental education 1s a powerful tool 
that can be used to guide teenagers in accepting 
respons1b1hty for their dec1s1ons. 
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Hlsh ' C' background 
According to Strauss. environmental education 
should also be integrated with cultural awareness. 
He says the behefs of the African tribes that hved m 
South Africa before the 1800s can be of value to the 
youth today He adds that these African tribes hved m 
harmony with their environment The r beliefs and so
ciety 'laws' were structured around a respect for na
ture." he explains. 

He illustrates his 
point with one of 
their beliefs - 1f you 
pluck the flower 



of a baobab tree. you will be 
sad for the rest of your life "The 
tribes believed this to be true and 
in behev1ng 1t, they enabled the 
baobab to reproduce effectively. 

He says prior to European 
colonisation. access to natural 
resources was controlled 1n 
various ways · Resource use was 
influenced by rehg1ous behefs 
and was affected by trad1t1onal 
healers." 

Strauss wants to share the 
messages hidden 1n the history of 
conservation with the youth "South 
Africa's nature conservation history 
1s filled with lessons that the youth 
can benefit from. ll 1s built on trials 
and tribulations The Department 
of Water and Environmental Aff a1rs 
relays this part of history on their 
website In the early days.1ust after 
South Africa was discovered by 
the Europeans, natural resources 
were further exploited as settlers 
explored the land. 

One of the first m111atives to 
conserve some of the land came 
from Jan van R1ebeeck, who gave 
instructions to regulate hunting in 
the Cape 1n 1656 The Southern 
Cape forests were valuable to 
the British Navy and from 1811 

measures were introduced to 
conserve the forests around 
Plettenberg Bay By the 1830s, 
rapid deforestation in the 
British colonies in India. Africa 
and Maunuus led to increased 
conservation awareness,· the 
website states. 

According to Strauss. South 
Africans have come a long 
way in restoring the land that 
was plundered during the early 
colonial period. · vanouspoh11cal 
leaders such as President 
Paul Kruger and pioneers in 
conservation such as Dr Ian 
Player played an important role 
1n establishing conservation in 

the wildlife industry," he says. 
Player 1s well known as the 

1nit1ator and team leader of 
an innovative pro1ec1 called 
Oporat1on Rhino. This successful 
effort resulted in numerous 
independent research papers. 
He also nihated a number of 
documentaries on the rhino 
and e~tablished a successful 
ant1poaching network in South 
Afr can game reserves . which 
resulted 1n an 1mpress1ve 
reduction m poaching and 
predation. 
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·conserval1on methods during 
the colonial period were born out of 
1he value that SOulh Africans place 
on wildlife.· Strauss explains. "ll 1s 
important lo expose lhe younger 
generation to nature so that they 
can carry on this legacy by adding 
the same value to wildlife." 

· .. ves 
As part of his plan to promote en
vironmental educahon Strauss de
veloped outcomes that spec1f1cally 
cater for the courses the youth can 
take at Eco Academy. One of the 
key ob1ect1ves of such a course 1s 
to instil an awareness and appre
c1at1on of the natural env·ronment 
1n the youth "Young people should 
understand b1od1vers1ty and corre
late the lessons they learn 1n nature 
with the challenges they face in 
their lrves • 

Strauss says 1f one can teach 
the youth that their values will 
influence the way in which they 
interact with their b1ophys1cal, 
economic. social and poht1cal 
environment. the door will be open 
10 drive conservation 1n the future. 
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At h s academy. Strauss strives 
to equip part1c1pants with hie skills 
thal will empower them to make a 
meaningful conlnbut1on towards 
a better global enwonmenl. 
"These skills include observation, 
thinking, dec1s1on-makmg and 
problem-solving skills that will 
come 1n handy when they are 
adults "He further explains that tf 
one can help the youth to observe 

nature on a deeper level. they 
will become more self-aware and 
m the process develop a strong 
awareness of other peoples 
needs. "If teenagers can relate 
to the environment and alter their 
behaviour towards making more 
responsible decisions they will 
enhance their learning experience 
and become more independent 
adults,· he concludes. 

For more information and course schedules, cool act JC on afncaCecoranget co za 
Of v1s11 www.eeoranger.co.z.a Eco Rang t Conservation Services (ERCS) IS A proud 

member or WRSA 
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